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YEAR	   MON	   DAY	   SECTION	   SUBJECT	   SOURCE	  

1814	   	   	   EVENTS	   The	  first	  store	  in	  Haverstraw	  was	  opened	  by	  George	  
Smith	  in	  1814	  and	  stood	  on	  the	  corner	  of	  West	  
Broad	  Street	  and	  Broadway.	  
	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  
County	  
	  

1830	   	   	   EVENTS	   The	  present	  thriving	  little	  industrial	  community	  of	  
Garnerville,	  which	  is	  a	  section	  of	  West	  Haverstraw,	  
holds	  an	  historic	  past	  that	  dates	  back	  to	  1830,	  when	  
Elisha	  Peck	  and	  Anson	  G.	  Phelps	  set	  up	  rolling	  mills	  
on	  the	  Minisceongo	  Creek	  where	  they	  soon	  
produced	  large	  quantities	  of	  sheet	  iron,	  thin	  wire,	  
screws,	  sulfuric	  acid	  and	  other	  chemicals.	  As	  a	  result	  
of	  the	  success	  of	  the	  mills,	  a	  small	  village	  came	  into	  
being.	  
	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  
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1841c	   3?	   	   EVENTS	   CONGERS:	  According	  to	  the	  Times,	  the	  Erie	  Railroad	  
arrived	  in	  Rockland	  County	  in	  1841	  along	  its	  
original	  main	  line	  to	  Piermont.	  The	  New	  Jersey	  and	  
New	  York	  Railroad,	  the	  predecessor	  of	  the	  Pascack	  
Valley	  Line,	  reached	  Nanuet	  in	  1869	  
	  
In	  the	  19th	  century	  the	  Congers	  railroad	  station,	  
three	  churches,	  a	  school,	  the	  firehouse	  and	  the	  
Central	  and	  Globe	  hotels	  were	  built.	  The	  first	  floor	  
of	  the	  then	  Globe	  hotel	  on	  the	  southeastern	  corner	  
of	  Congers	  Road	  is	  presently	  the	  Last	  Chance	  
Saloon.	  The	  Clarktown	  Dutch	  Reformed	  Church	  still	  
stands	  at	  the	  corner	  of	  Congers	  Road	  and	  Kings	  
Highway.	  
	  
Kings	  Highway	  was	  the	  first	  major	  road	  in	  the	  
county	  and	  for	  many	  years	  the	  only	  road	  from	  New	  
York	  to	  Albany.	  
	  

Wiki	  

1849	   	   	   FAMILY	   Bardon’s	  arrive	  in	  what	  later	  will	  become	  known	  as	  
BARDONIA.	  	  John,	  Conrad,	  Philip	  and	  Catherine	  
Bardon	  arrive	  from	  a	  small	  town	  in	  Germany	  –	  
Stetton.	  	  Stetton	  is	  very	  close	  to	  where	  their	  sister	  
Margaretha	  Bardon	  Beckerle	  lived	  in	  Hesslock	  
Germany	  with	  her	  family.	  
	  

SB	  
	  
SB	  has	  article	  
about	  Bardons	  

1850s	   	   	   EVENTS	   In	  the	  1850s,	  Haverstraw’s	  business	  section	  was	  
centered	  within	  three	  blocks	  of	  Main	  Street	  near	  the	  
riverfront.	  Here	  came	  the	  farmers	  and	  the	  workers	  
to	  make	  their	  purchases	  and	  do	  their	  bartering.	  
	  
Horse-‐driven	  carriages	  were	  “parked”	  at	  the	  curb,	  
the	  horses	  chomping	  at	  their	  bits	  at	  the	  hitching	  
posts	  while	  their	  owners	  carried	  on	  their	  business.	  
Ducks,	  pigs,	  geese,	  and	  goats	  roamed	  free	  through	  
the	  streets,	  being	  chased	  only	  when	  they	  happened	  
to	  get	  in	  the	  way	  of	  someone.	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  
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1854	   	   	   EVENTS	   When	  the	  Village	  of	  Haverstraw	  was	  incorporated	  in	  
1854,	  it	  was	  called	  the	  Village	  of	  Warren,	  in	  honor	  of	  
Dr.	  Joseph	  Warren,	  the	  American	  doctor	  and	  patriot.	  
	  

	  

1854	   2	   15	   FAMILY	   Philip	  Beckerle	  was	  born	  in	  Hessloch,	  Germany	  on	  
February	  15,	  1854	  and	  died	  on	  January	  7,	  1939	  just	  
prior	  to	  his	  85th	  birthday.	  
	  

Obit	  

1858	   	   	   EVENTS	   A	  report	  of	  the	  Nyack	  Turnpike	  in	  1858,	  which	  was	  
then	  a	  toll	  road,	  shows	  $460.30	  taken	  in	  tolls	  and	  
$429.34	  spent	  in	  repairs,	  leaving	  a	  balance	  in	  the	  
turnpike	  account	  of	  $30.96.	  The	  trustees	  for	  the	  
turnpike	  this	  year	  are	  Peter	  Stephens,	  James	  
Lydecker,	  John	  Polhemus	  and	  Dow	  Seaman.	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  
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By:	  Saxby	  
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1859	   10	   	   FAMILY	   To	  make	  a	  new	  life	  for	  themselves,	  in	  October	  of	  
1859,	  	  my	  great,	  great	  grandfather,	  Johann	  Beckerle	  
(b.1812-‐1897)	  arrived	  in	  America	  with	  his	  wife,	  
	  Margaretha	  Bardon	  Beckerle	  (b.1814-‐1895)	  and,	  all	  
of	  their	  living	  children:	  Conrad	  (16),	  John	  (15)*,	  
Katharina	  (10),	  Philip	  (5),	  and	  Barbara	  (3),	  left	  
Hessloch,	  their	  small	  farming	  village	  in	  Germany,	  to	  
start	  a	  new	  life	  in	  America.	  Sailing	  from	  Hessloch	  
Rheinhesse	  Germany	  in	  October	  1859,	  aboard	  the	  
steamship	  BAVARIA,	  they	  arrived	  in	  New	  York	  on	  
November	  03	  1859.	  	  	  
	  
(*NOTE:	  John	  is	  NOT	  on	  ship	  manifest)	  Conrad	  (b.25	  
Dec	  1842-‐d.30	  March	  1931)	  the	  eldest	  son,	  moved	  
on	  to	  Scranton	  Pennsylvania,	  and	  started	  a	  family	  of	  
his	  own.	  John	  (b.25	  Jan	  1844-‐d.10	  Aug	  1907)	  fought	  
in	  the	  Civil	  War	  and	  then	  moved	  to	  California	  where	  
he	  ended	  up	  owning	  a	  small	  fruit	  farm	  in	  Lemoore	  
CA	  in	  1892.	  Philip	  (b.15	  Feb	  1854-‐d.7	  Jan	  1939)	  
who	  was	  five	  at	  the	  time	  settled	  in	  Pearl	  River	  with	  
the	  rest	  of	  the	  family.	  Both	  sisters	  remained	  settled	  
in	  Rockland.	  Catherine	  (b.20	  Aug	  1849-‐d.14	  Jul	  
1931)	  married	  Laurence	  Sauer	  and	  Barbara	  (b.28	  
Dec	  1856-‐d.25	  Mar	  1948)	  married	  Louis	  Maurer.	  
	  

SB	  	  
	  
PHOTOS:	  
Pearl	  River	  
Book	  from	  J.	  
Casetta	  

1859	   11	   	   FAMILY	   Catherine	  Bardon,	  who	  had	  arrived	  10	  years	  earlier,	  
is	  instrumental	  in	  helping	  her	  sister	  Margaretha	  and	  
her	  family	  to	  immigrate	  to	  America.	  
	  	  

SB	  
	  

1859	   11	   3	   FAMILY	   Johann	  Beckerle	  (46)	  arrives	  in	  America	  from	  
Hessloch	  Germany	  with	  his	  wife	  Margaretha	  
Beckerle	  (45)	  and	  their	  5	  children:	  Conrad	  (16),	  
John	  (15),	  Katherine	  (10),	  Philip	  (5),	  Barbara	  (3).	  	  

SB	  
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SB	  gave	  me	  
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1859-‐1871:	  Beckerle's	  are	  farmers	  in	  Pearl	  River.	  	  
July	  1870	  Census	  has	  Beckerle	  Farm	  valued	  at	  $800.	  	  
Census	  lists	  livestock,	  and	  crops	  and	  their	  values.	  
Neighbors:	  Braunsdorf	  farm	  is	  valued	  at	  $1500	  and	  
Turfler	  farm	  valued	  at	  $500.	  	  
	  
Note:	  10	  years	  later	  (1869),	  Jules	  Braunsdorf	  would	  
purchase	  a	  150	  acre	  parcel,	  90	  acres	  of	  which	  was	  
situated	  in	  low-‐lying	  swamp	  of	  seemingly	  
unbuildable	  land,	  which	  assumed	  its	  name	  from	  the	  
stream	  that	  flowed	  through	  the	  parcel	  called	  the	  
Muddy	  Brook.	  (1871)	  
	  
NOTE:	  48	  years	  later	  (1907),	  the	  Turfler	  farm	  would	  
be	  purchased	  by	  Dr.	  Ernst	  Lederle	  and	  become	  the	  
future	  home	  of	  Lederle	  Laboratories.	  
	  

	  

1860	   11	   6	   EVENTS	   President	  Abraham	  Lincoln	  is	  elected	  the	  16th	  
President	  of	  the	  United	  States	  on	  November	  6,	  1960.	  
But,	  Lincoln	  was	  not	  always	  a	  hero	  to	  Rockland	  
county	  residents.	  A	  debate	  held	  earlier	  in	  the	  year	  
on	  the	  evening	  of	  March	  7,	  1860	  at	  the	  Red	  
Schoolhouse	  of	  Spring	  Valley	  by	  the	  Scotland	  
Debating	  Society	  asked	  the	  question:	  “Would	  the	  
South	  be	  justified	  in	  seceding	  from	  the	  Union	  
providing	  the	  Republicans	  elect	  their	  candidate	  for	  
President.”	  The	  audience	  vote	  after	  the	  debate	  
decided	  the	  South	  would	  be	  justified	  if	  Lincoln	  were	  
elected.	  
	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  
County.	  

1860	   12	   15	   EVENTS	   In	  1842,	  Spring	  Valley	  was	  simply	  a	  railroad	  station.	  
But,	  by	  1860,	  there	  were	  26	  industries	  successfully	  
operated	  in	  the	  village.	  The	  Rockland	  County	  
Journal	  of	  December	  15,	  1860:	  “Such	  of	  our	  readers	  
who	  have	  not	  visited	  Spring	  Valley	  for	  two	  or	  three	  
years,	  would	  be	  agreeably	  surprised	  upon	  doing	  so	  
now	  at	  the	  vast	  improvements	  that	  have	  been	  going	  
on	  in	  that	  neighborhood	  during	  that	  interval.	  More	  
buildings	  have	  been	  erected,	  mostly	  for	  a	  better	  
class,	  than	  in	  any	  other	  section	  and,	  within	  that	  time	  
it	  has	  sprung	  forward	  into	  a	  neat	  and	  thriving	  
village,	  with	  all	  the	  elements	  within	  itself	  for	  growth	  
and	  prosperity.	  
	  
The	  Dutch	  Factory,	  situated	  one-‐half	  mile	  southeast	  
from	  Spring	  Valley,	  was	  founded	  in	  1832	  by	  
Abraham	  VanRiper.	  He	  was	  one	  of	  a	  company	  of	  
farmers,	  some	  of	  whom	  were	  Hollanders;	  Hence	  its	  
name,	  “Dutch	  Factory.”	  
	  

	  

1869	   	   	   EVENTS	   Braunsdorf	  had	  invented	  a	  commercial	  metal	  plate	   James	  Casetta,	  
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with	  ridges	  that	  automatically	  fed	  material,	  which	  
improved	  the	  efficiency	  and	  speed	  of	  commercial	  
sewing	  machines.	  Despite	  a	  court	  challenge	  by	  the	  
Singer	  Company	  over	  patent	  infringement,	  
Braunsdorf’s	  unique	  design	  was	  upheld	  in	  1869.	  
This	  court	  decision	  allowed	  him	  to	  buy	  the	  John	  
Polhemus	  house	  (on	  what	  later	  became	  the	  Lederle	  
property	  and	  150	  acres	  in	  Muddy	  Brook	  that	  would	  
later	  become	  known	  as	  Pearl	  River.)	  Braunsdorf	  had	  
moved	  his	  family	  to	  Pearl	  River	  and	  was	  commuting	  
to	  NYC	  via	  wagon	  to	  Nyack.	  At	  that	  time	  he	  was	  
involved	  in	  producing	  parlor	  furniture	  but	  got	  out	  of	  
that	  and	  into	  manufacturing	  because	  he	  also	  had	  
ideas	  for	  generators	  and	  electric	  lights.	  
	  
Town	  founder	  Julius	  E.	  Braunsdorf	  purchased	  the	  
original	  150-‐acre	  parcel	  that	  makes	  up	  Pearl	  River’s	  
downtown	  today	  in	  1869.	  	  
	  
The	  area,	  covered	  in	  first	  growth	  virgin	  forest,	  was	  
called	  “a	  veritable	  wilderness”	  by	  the	  local	  
Haverstraw	  and	  Nyack	  newspapers.	  The	  area	  was	  
populated	  by	  32	  farming	  families	  of	  English,	  Dutch	  
and	  French	  Huguenot	  ancestry,	  mostly	  farmers	  and	  
woodsman	  living	  along	  the	  Hackensack	  River	  and	  
the	  Pascack,	  Muddy	  and	  Cherry	  Brook	  Valleys.	  	  
	  

MLS	  
Pearl	  River	  
Library,	  2013	  

1870	   	   	   FAMILY	   Philip	  Beckerle,	  while	  still	  in	  his	  teens,	  [when	  he	  
bought	  the	  Issac	  Van	  Blarcom	  Saw	  Mill	  on	  the	  
Muddy	  Brook,	  which	  later	  becomes	  the	  Brookside	  
Inn	  (hotel),	  was	  located	  where	  Route	  304	  is	  today	  
about	  1,000	  feet	  south	  of	  Jefferson	  Ave,	  eastern	  side	  
of	  Rt	  304]	  and	  starts	  a	  wood	  cutting	  business	  and	  
expands	  his	  small	  sawmill	  operation	  into	  a	  full	  
time	  business,	  cutting	  cords	  of	  wood	  for	  the	  wood	  
burning	  locomotives.	  	  	  
	  
He	  helped	  to	  clear	  the	  way	  for	  an	  expanding	  Pearl	  
River	  and	  railroad	  and	  later	  sold	  wood	  for	  railroad	  
ties	  to	  the	  approaching	  railroad.	  The	  laying	  of	  the	  
tracks	  through	  Pearl	  River,	  then	  known	  as	  
Middletown	  and	  later	  as	  Muddy	  Brook,	  took	  place	  in	  
1870.	  At	  this	  time,	  there	  were	  32	  families	  living	  in	  
Middletown	  (Pearl	  River).	  
	  
Philip	  Beckerle	  was	  hired	  to	  clear	  Braunsdorf’s	  land	  
to	  build	  his	  300x600	  foot	  brick	  Aetna	  Sewing	  
Machine	  factory.	  	  
	  
Philip	  was	  on	  a	  committee	  which	  laid	  out	  the	  wide	  
streets	  with	  Jules	  Braunsdorf,	  who	  had	  purchased	  
the	  90	  acres	  of	  land	  that	  later	  was	  renamed	  Pearl	  

SB	  
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River.	  	  
	  
One	  of	  the	  stories	  I	  remember	  about	  my	  
grandfather:	  
	  
“My	  grandfather	  Philip	  was	  also	  an	  entrepreneur.	  
He	  would	  loan	  people	  money	  in	  Pearl	  River	  and	  if	  
you	  paid	  him	  back	  on	  a	  Friday,	  he	  was	  very	  annoyed	  
because	  he	  lost	  interest	  and	  could	  not	  get	  the	  
money	  into	  the	  bank	  until	  Monday.”	  -‐Marcey	  
	  
He	  would	  watch	  his	  money	  very	  closely.	  My	  father	  
(LB1)	  was	  the	  same	  way.	  
	  
-‐	  Marcey	  
	  

	  
	  
150212	  
(1:16:47)	  

1871	   	   	   	   Braunsdorf	  has	  also	  invited	  the	  New	  York	  and	  New	  
Jersey	  Railroad	  to	  bring	  its	  tracks	  up	  from	  
Hackensack	  through	  his	  acreage	  to	  the	  location	  
where	  he	  planned	  to	  build	  a	  town.	  An	  enterprising	  
Philip	  Beckerle	  cut	  down	  and	  then	  sold	  the	  lumber	  
to	  the	  railroad	  for	  both	  railroad	  ties	  and	  as	  fuel	  to	  
feed	  the	  steam	  engines	  as	  they	  progressed	  towards	  
“Muddy	  Brook,”	  as	  the	  town	  was	  then	  known.-‐	  JC	  
	  
Some	  of	  the	  cordwood	  went	  to	  the	  kilns	  of	  the	  
Haverstraw	  Brickyards	  when	  Haverstraw	  was	  one	  
of	  the	  leading	  river	  ports	  in	  the	  country.	  (Obit)	  
	  
Philip	  Beckerle	  was	  a	  member	  of	  the	  Braunsdorf	  
committee,	  which	  laid	  out	  the	  streets,	  including	  the	  
wide	  Central	  Avenue	  of	  Pearl	  River.	  
	  
Muddy	  Brook	  was	  lower	  part.	  Upper	  part	  was	  called	  
Middletown	  (near	  Middletown	  Road)	  
	  
	  

James	  Casetta,	  
MLS;	  Pearl	  
River	  Library	  
2013	  
	  
	  
	  
Also:	  Obit	  RC	  
Leader?	  

1871	   	   	   Pearl	  River	   Braunsdorf	  opened	  his	  own	  coal	  &	  lumber	  business	  
	  

	  

1879	   	   	   EVENTS	   James	  Nelson	  of	  Stony	  Point,	  who	  was	  elected	  as	  a	  
member	  of	  the	  NY	  Assembly	  and	  served	  two	  terms	  
in	  1879	  and	  1889,	  came	  to	  Rockland	  some	  time	  
after	  John	  Wilkes	  Booth	  assassinated	  President	  
Lincoln	  at	  Ford’s	  Theater.	  James	  Nelson	  was	  a	  close	  
friend	  of	  the	  martyred	  president	  and	  told	  little	  
known	  stories	  of	  him.	  
	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  

1880c	   ?	   	   FAMILY	   Philip	  married	  Pauline	  Miller	  (1861-‐1933)	  of	  
Orangetown	  and	  settled	  down	  in	  growing	  Pearl	  
River,	  where	  they	  had	  9	  children;	  Louis	  Beckerle	  
son	  was	  first	  born	  29	  Nov	  1884	  died	  14	  July	  1885.	  
Philip	  was	  a	  businessman,	  farmer.	  He	  started	  a	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
PHOTOS:	  Pearl	  



Beckerle	  Lumber	  Timeline	  –	  DRAFT	   	   Updated:	  7/7/2015	  

	  
SUN	  STUDIOS	  DESIGN	  •	  Marketing	  &	  Media	  Communications	  •	  info@sunstudiosdesign.com	  •	  845-‐429-‐2020	  	   #6	  
	  	  

logging	  business	  and	  was	  an	  early	  founder	  of	  Pearl	  
River;	  	  
	  
Louis	  (first	  born)	  29	  Nov	  1884	  
Died	  14	  July	  1885.	  	  
	  
John	  b:	  12	  Apr	  1886	  d:	  4	  Sep	  1961	  (oldest)	  –	  Car	  
dealerships	  –	  Beckerle	  Marsi	  Motors	  in	  Spring	  
Valley	  sold	  Packard	  cars.	  (1950s)	  
	  
Laurence	  –	  b:	  3	  Jun	  1888	  d:	  13	  Jun	  1966.	  (1888	  -‐	  
1966)	  Began	  working	  at	  Comfort	  Coal	  &	  Lumber	  in	  
March	  1906	  and	  in	  January	  1940	  at	  age	  51,	  a	  year	  
after	  his	  father,	  Philip,	  died,	  he	  was	  fired	  from	  
Comfort	  Coal.	  Within	  one	  month,	  on	  February	  29,	  
1940,	  he	  started	  Beckerle	  Coal	  &	  Lumber	  Supply	  –	  
at	  first	  operating	  out	  of	  his	  Madison	  Avenue	  Spring	  
Valley	  home	  and	  within	  a	  week	  Beckerle	  took	  over	  
the	  Kramer	  Lumber	  building	  on	  the	  Route	  45	  and	  
Route	  59.	  
	  
Joseph	  –	  b:	  9	  Apr	  1899	  d:	  May	  1985	  Beckerle	  &	  
Brown	  construction	  w/Harold	  Brown	  was	  his	  
partner.	  Did	  a	  lot	  of	  the	  sewer	  work	  in	  RC	  based	  in	  
Pearl	  River.	  (Joe’s	  wife:	  Edith)	  
	  
Margaretta	  –	  b:	  4	  Dec	  1890	  d:Oct	  1976	  	  (1890)	  
Raised	  Roman	  Catholic,	  she	  was	  a	  parishioner	  of	  St.	  
Margarets’s	  Church,	  of	  which	  she	  was	  a	  large	  
contributor.	  She	  helped	  persuade	  her	  family	  
members	  to	  donate	  the	  house	  and	  land	  where	  she	  
grew	  up	  for	  use	  as	  a	  convent,	  school	  gymnasium	  and	  
parking	  lot.	  Insurance	  agent;	  never	  married;	  very	  
efficient;	  Played	  piano	  at	  the	  movie	  house	  in	  Pearl	  
River	  (Central	  Theater?)	  during	  the	  silent	  film	  era	  
1920s.	  
She	  worked	  as	  original	  office	  manager	  for	  LB1	  in	  
1940;	  Everyday	  would	  stop	  by	  parents	  house	  each	  
day	  for	  lunch,	  talk	  with	  mother.	  She	  worked	  at	  
Beckerle	  Lumber	  until	  1958.	  (year	  before	  the	  fire)	  
	  
Alfred	  –	  b:	  23	  Mar	  1892	  d:	  Mar	  1977	  He	  helped	  
siblings	  in	  their	  businesses;	  during	  his	  childhood,	  he	  
acquired	  a	  bad	  leg	  from	  either	  an	  accident	  or	  illness.	  
problem	  (limp)	  with	  leg;	  never	  married	  (photo	  in	  
PR	  book)	  
	  
Philomina	  –	  b:	  4	  Apr	  1895	  d:	  4	  Feb	  1973	  Entered	  
the	  convent	  as	  Sr.	  Mary	  Pauline	  with	  Sisters	  of	  
Mercy.	  
	  
All	  raised	  in	  that	  house	  where	  St.	  Margaret’s	  school	  

River	  Arcadia	  
book	  by	  J.	  
Casetta	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Aunt	  Marcey	  
interview	  
150212	  
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is	  now.	  The	  Beckerle	  children	  attended	  the	  Pearl	  
River	  public	  school.	  
	  
Anna	  	  -‐	  b:	  5	  Mar	  1897	  d:	  Aug	  1967	  was	  head	  nurse	  
at	  Radio	  City	  Music	  Hall	  from	  its	  opening	  day	  in	  
1932.	  	  
	  
Never	  got	  married.	  She	  went	  into	  NYC	  to	  Lennox	  Hill	  
to	  do	  nursing	  and	  then	  she	  had	  her	  own	  apartment	  
in	  NYC	  and	  lived	  quite	  an	  exciting	  and	  glamorous	  
life	  in	  Manhattan.	  (1940s?)	  She	  was	  very	  attractive.	  
At	  Radio	  City,	  she	  would	  always	  bring	  us	  in	  the	  
stage	  door	  and	  it	  was	  all	  very	  exciting	  to	  see	  all	  the	  
people	  coming	  and	  going.	  -‐	  Marcey	  
	  
George	  –b:	  22	  Feb	  1901	  d:	  17	  Sep	  1973	  Youngest	  
son,	  co-‐invented	  the	  pin	  setting	  machine	  in	  1935	  in	  
a	  barn	  off	  S,	  Highland	  Avenue	  with	  Beckerle,	  
Schmitt	  and	  Dexter;	  Prior	  to	  that,	  kids	  would	  set	  
pins	  by	  hand;	  Eventually	  they	  sold	  their	  rights	  to	  
AMF	  for	  $1,000	  and	  it	  became	  a	  good	  natured	  point	  
of	  discussion	  within	  family.	  –	  See	  1935	  	  
	  

1880	   10	   	   EVENTS	   Julius	  Braunsdorf,	  considered	  the	  father	  of	  Pearl	  
River,	  dies.	  He	  was	  the	  first	  industrial	  developer	  of	  
Pearl	  River	  and	  inventor	  of	  various	  models	  of	  
sewing	  machines,	  newspaper	  printing	  presses,	  
carbon	  arc	  light	  bulbs,	  and	  electric	  generators.	  His	  
sewing	  machine	  factory	  is	  now	  the	  Dexter	  industrial	  
complex.	  Braunsdorf	  installed	  first	  indoor	  lighting	  
in	  the	  world	  in	  the	  U.S.	  Capitol	  in	  Washington,	  D.C.	  
	  

Wiki	  

1883	   5	   24	   EVENTS	   Brooklyn	  Bridge	  completed	  
	  

	  

1885	   3	   4	   EVENTS	   Grover	  Cleveland	  inaugurated	  president	  
	  

	  

1886	   10	   28	   EVENTS	   President	  Grover	  Cleveland	  dedicates	  the	  Statue	  of	  
Liberty,	  a	  gift	  of	  friendship	  from	  the	  people	  of	  
France	  to	  the	  people	  of	  the	  United	  States,	  in	  New	  
York	  Harbor.	  
	  

	  

1887	   	   	   EVENTS	   George	  M.	  Cohan,	  actor	  and	  playwright,	  made	  his	  
first	  appearance	  on	  the	  stage	  at	  the	  age	  of	  nine	  
years	  in	  the	  Waldron	  Opera	  House	  in	  Haverstraw,	  in	  
1887.	  He	  played	  a	  violin	  number,	  “The	  Beautiful	  
Blue	  Danube.”	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  
County	  	  
	  

1888	   	   	   EVENTS	   Eugene	  Blauvelt	  for	  many	  years	  had	  one	  of	  the	  
largest	  dairy	  farms	  in	  Rockland	  County	  and	  was	  one	  
of	  the	  largest	  milk	  dealears.	  He	  started	  the	  business	  
shortly	  before	  the	  blizzard	  of	  1888.	  Milkmen	  in	  
those	  days	  moved	  from	  porch	  to	  porch,	  dipping	  out	  
the	  day’s	  orders	  from	  open-‐mouthed	  cans.	  People	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  
County.	  
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put	  out	  laundry	  pails,	  kettles	  and	  jugs.	  The	  first	  
bottled	  milk	  to	  be	  sold	  in	  Nyack	  was	  sold	  by	  Mr.	  
Blauvelt	  when	  a	  fussy	  city	  family	  summering	  in	  a	  
house	  on	  North	  Broadway	  insisted	  on	  bottled	  milk.	  
To	  accommodate	  them,	  Mr.	  Blauvelt	  bought	  a	  dozen	  
bottles	  in	  New	  York.	  	  Soon	  others	  were	  demanding	  
bottled	  milk.	  	  
	  

1888	   	   	   EVENTS	   John	  Milewsji,	  Sr.	  came	  to	  Spring	  Valley	  in	  1888	  and	  
was	  employed	  as	  a	  custom	  boot-‐shoe	  maker	  by	  
Smith	  and	  Bohr	  and	  started	  his	  own	  business	  in	  
1895	  in	  a	  building	  on	  Church	  Street.	  In	  1900,	  he	  
erected	  his	  own	  building	  on	  Main	  Street,	  where	  he	  
made	  shoes	  for	  practically	  everyone	  in	  Spring	  
Valley.	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  

1888	   3	   12	   EVENTS	   The	  same	  year	  that	  LB1	  was	  born	  was	  the	  famous	  
Blizzard	  of	  1888.	  
	  
The	  mighty	  blizzard	  of	  Monday,	  March	  12-‐	  Tuesday,	  
March	  13:	  Huge	  blizzard	  blanked	  Rockland	  County	  
with	  12	  inches	  of	  snow	  on	  Monday	  with	  wind	  
speeds	  of	  35mph	  and	  gusts	  of	  75mph.	  By	  Tuesday,	  
March	  13,	  there	  were	  21	  inches	  of	  snow	  and	  
snowdrifts	  of	  15-‐20	  feet.	  Father	  Philip	  had	  chickens	  
on	  their	  farm	  and	  had	  to	  tunnel	  through	  the	  snow	  to	  
feed	  the	  chickens.	  
	  
Note:	  Passengers	  on	  the	  Erie	  Railroad	  became	  stuck	  
in	  the	  blizzard	  conditions.	  On	  March	  14,	  men	  were	  
paid	  $1	  a	  day	  to	  help	  dig	  them	  out.	  
	  
NOTE:	  Insley	  was	  a	  Nanuet	  family	  (JC	  150224	  (5:00)	  
	  
	  

PHOTO:	  
Blizzard	  of	  
1888	  	  
	  
The	  Mighty	  
Blizzard	  of	  
1888	  by	  Craig	  
Long;	  SOM;	  Vol	  
32	  No.	  4;	  Oct-‐
Dec	  1988	  
	  
Photos	  by:	  
Henry	  Aretas	  
Insley	  
	  

1888	  
	  

3	   12	   EVENTS	   A	  Rockland	  resident	  remembers	  the	  Blizzard	  of	  
1888:	  
	  
“At	  first	  there	  was	  just	  a	  little	  rain,	  but	  toward	  
evening	  turned	  cold.	  	  About	  nine	  o’clock	  the	  snow	  
began	  to	  fall.	  Not	  a	  flurry	  either.	  You	  may	  believe	  it	  
or	  not,	  but	  you	  couldn’t	  see	  three	  feet	  in	  front	  of	  
your	  face	  in	  that	  snow.	  It	  looked	  as	  if	  all	  the	  feather	  
beds	  in	  the	  world	  had	  been	  ripped	  open	  and	  the	  
feathers	  let	  loose	  on	  Nyack.”	  
	  
“Well,	  it	  snowed	  into	  Wednesday	  and	  when	  it	  got	  
through	  the	  drifts	  were	  piled	  up	  like	  mountains.	  You	  
couldn’t	  tell	  where	  the	  houses	  were	  in	  many	  cases,	  
for	  often	  the	  snow	  lay	  flush	  with	  the	  chimneys.	  
Householders	  climbed	  out	  of	  their	  upstairs	  
windows	  and	  shoveled	  downward	  in	  order	  to	  clear	  
a	  little	  breathing	  space	  about	  their	  homes.	  A	  

Rockland	  
County	  Evening	  
Journal	  –	  March	  
12,	  1931	  
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resident	  of	  upper	  Midland	  Avenue,	  which	  as	  chiefly	  
farms	  then,	  tunneled	  under	  the	  snow	  to	  his	  barn,	  
table,	  well	  and	  so	  on,	  and	  for	  more	  than	  one	  month	  
until	  the	  snow	  melted,	  carried	  on	  a	  kind	  of	  
catacomb	  existence	  under	  ten	  feet	  of	  snow.”	  
	  
	  

1888	   5	   30	   EVENTS	   James	  Aloysius	  Farley,	  the	  son	  of	  Irish	  immigrants,	  
was	  born	  on	  Memorial	  Day,	  May	  30,	  1888	  in	  Grassy	  
Point,	  NY,	  the	  son	  of	  Captain	  James	  Farley,	  a	  
resident	  of	  Verplanck’s	  Point,	  and	  Ellen	  Goldrick,	  
one	  of	  the	  belles	  of	  Grassy	  Point.	  
	  

Random	  
Rockland	  Notes	  
–	  Saxby	  Vouler	  
Penfold.	  
	  

1888	   6	   3	   FAMILY	   Laurence	  Beckerle	  was	  born	  in	  his	  family	  house	  on	  
the	  corner	  of	  Summit	  Street	  and	  West	  Washington	  
Avenue,	  Pearl	  River.	  NY	  on	  June	  3,	  1888.	  	  Father	  
Philip	  was	  34	  years	  old.	  	  	  On	  1905	  Census	  when	  
Laurence	  was	  17	  years	  old	  and	  still	  in	  school,	  
Philip’s	  profession	  was	  listed	  as	  “wood	  dealer”.	  	  The	  
next	  year	  1906,	  Laurence	  was	  to	  follow	  in	  his	  
father’s	  footsteps	  and	  started	  working	  as	  an	  office	  
boy	  for	  the	  local	  lumberyard	  –	  Hackensack	  Coal	  
and	  Lumber	  later	  to	  grow	  into	  Comfort	  Coal.	  
	  
NOTE:	  A	  few	  days	  earlier,	  on	  May	  30,	  1888,	  James	  
Aloysius	  Farley	  was	  born	  up	  in	  Grassy	  Point,	  NY.	  
	  

SB	  
	  

1888	   7?	   	   EVENTS	   George	  Eastman	  invents	  dry,	  transparent,	  and	  
flexible	  photographic	  film	  or	  rolled	  film,	  and	  the	  
Kodak	  camera.	  "You	  press	  the	  button,	  we	  do	  the	  
rest"	  promised	  George	  Eastman	  in	  1888	  with	  this	  
advertising	  slogan	  for	  his	  Kodak	  camera.	  
	  

	  

1888	   7?	   	   EVENTS	   Rockland	  County	  Times	  begins	  publication	  weekly	  
(get	  details	  and	  photo).	  
	  

	  

1889	   3	   4	   EVENTS	   Benjamin	  Harrison	  inaugurated	  President	  
	  

	  

1890s	   	   	   CONGERS	   St	  Paul's	  Church	  on	  Lake	  Road	  built	  in	  the	  early	  
1890s	  was	  Clarkstown's	  first	  Catholic	  church.	  
	  

	  

1890c	   	   	   FAMILY	   Johann	  Beckerle	  was	  very	  involved	  in	  helping	  to	  
found	  Pearl	  River	  (then	  called	  Muddy	  Brook)	  	  
	  

	  

1893	   	   	   EVENTS	   A	  subscription	  list	  was	  placed	  into	  circulation	  in	  
August	  1893	  for	  the	  purpose	  of	  raising	  sufficient	  
money	  to	  have	  a	  survey	  and	  map	  made	  of	  the	  
Village	  of	  Spring	  Valley	  with	  a	  view	  of	  
incorporation.	  Spring	  Valley	  was	  incorporated	  on	  
July	  2,	  1902.	  
	  

Random	  
Rockland	  

1893	   3	   4	   EVENTS	   Grover	  Cleveland	  inaugurated	  President	  for	  a	   	  
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second	  term.	  
	  

1894	   	   	   	   Upon	  Julius	  Braunsdorf’s	  death	  in	  1880,	  his	  factory	  
fell	  silent	  for	  14	  years.	  In	  1894,	  Talbot	  Chambers	  
Dexter,	  inventor	  of	  the	  newspaper	  folding	  machine,	  
purchased	  Braunsdorf’s	  factory	  and	  moved	  his	  
operation	  from	  Fulton	  Street	  in	  NYC	  to	  Pearl	  River.	  
They	  folded	  books,	  magazines	  and	  newspapers.	  
Prior	  to	  that,	  50	  woman	  and	  children	  were	  needed	  
over	  days	  to	  fold	  newspapers	  by	  hand.	  	  
	  

Pearl	  River	  
Arcadia	  book	  
by	  James	  
Casetta	  (pg.	  15)	  
	  

1895	  
	  

9	   	   CONGERS	   Congers	  formed	  its	  fire	  company	  after	  a	  huge	  fire	  at	  
a	  hotel	  built	  by	  McGuinnis	  from	  the	  Boston	  
Improvement	  Company.	  They	  started	  settling	  this	  
area.	  It	  was	  always	  a	  resort	  community.	  He	  took	  old	  
tracks	  and	  pieced	  them	  together.	  He	  survived	  some	  
booms	  and	  busts	  and	  then	  tried	  selling	  lots	  under	  
water	  and	  he	  then	  parceled	  out	  lots	  in	  10x10	  and	  
buys	  them	  in	  strips.	  He	  advertised	  them	  as	  building	  
lots.	  They	  shipped	  60	  40	  foot	  studs	  and	  build	  with	  
studs	  from	  floor	  to	  ceiling.	  Had	  to	  come	  up	  on	  train.	  
Lumberyard	  was	  built	  around	  1895.	  Peacock	  and	  
Whipple	  had	  a	  lumberyard	  that	  burned	  in	  1891.	  
Everything	  was	  built	  around	  the	  railroad.	  Any	  tall	  
building	  used	  to	  build	  with	  long	  40-‐foot	  studs	  that	  
went	  from	  floor	  to	  ceiling;	  PE	  has	  those	  ads	  and	  an	  
article	  about	  him.	  He	  is	  5th	  generation	  in	  Congers	  –	  
emigrated	  from	  Germany	  and	  Sweden;	  4th	  
generation	  fire	  chief)	  –	  Fire	  Dept	  formed	  in	  Sept	  
1895.	  
	  

Pete	  Eckhart	  
PE	  141219_004	  
–	  1:15	  
	  
Contact	  PE	  for	  
more	  Congers	  
history	  
	  
Pete	  says	  
balloon	  framing	  
–	  No	  way	  were	  
there	  40’	  studs	  
	  

1895	  
	  

12	   5	   EVENTS	   Nyack	  Hospital	  Association	  closed	  a	  deal	  with	  the	  
Mutual	  Life	  Insurance	  Company,	  whereby	  the	  
Association	  purchased	  the	  property	  known	  as	  the	  
Templeton	  Plot,	  between	  Midland	  and	  Highland	  
avenues,	  consisting	  of	  3	  ¾	  acres.	  The	  purchase	  price	  
was	  $3,000.	  
	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  
County.	  	  	  

1896	   	   	   FAMILY	   Philip	  Beckerle	  builds	  family	  home	  at	  33	  Summit	  
Street;	  Pearl	  River,	  NY.	  
	  
Pearl	  River	  Book:	  Philip	  Beckerle	  built	  this	  home,	  
pictured	  in	  the	  winter	  of	  1914,	  on	  Washington	  
Avenue	  and	  Summit	  Street	  in	  the	  1890s	  [1896].	  
Beckerle	  raised	  a	  large	  family	  in	  this	  house.	  
	  
The	  house	  was	  donated	  to	  the	  church	  and	  served	  as	  
a	  convent	  from	  @	  1950	  –	  1954	  when	  it	  was	  torn	  
down	  to	  make	  way	  for	  the	  parking	  lot	  of	  St.	  
Margaret’s	  gymnasium.	  
	  
	  

OTownTelegra
m-‐19540729	  
	  
Source:	  PR	  
Book;	  	  PHOTO:	  
page	  49	  
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1897	   	   	   EVENTS	   Comfort	  Coal	  &	  Lumber	  Company	  founded	  by	  Elmer	  
Blauvelt	  of	  Oradell,	  NJ.	  	  
	  
[His	  family	  descended	  directly	  from	  one	  of	  the	  three	  
Blauvelt	  brothers	  who	  bought	  the	  Tappan	  Patent	  
from	  the	  local	  Indians	  in	  1681.]	  
	  
Note:	  Call	  Ralph	  Blauvelt;	  Association	  of	  Blauvelt	  
Descendants	  356-‐3081	  
	  

Blauvelt	  
Wildlife	  
Museum	  
website;	  	  
	  

1897	   	   	   EVENTS	   In	  1897,	  the	  police	  constables	  of	  Suffern	  were	  
appointed	  dogcatchers	  and	  pound	  masters,	  and	  
were	  allowed	  50	  cents	  for	  each	  dog	  they	  found	  at	  
large	  without	  license.	  The	  dog	  pound	  was	  situated	  
in	  a	  box	  stall	  in	  President	  George	  W.	  Suffern’s	  barn.	  
	  

	  

1897	   3	   4	   EVENTS	   William	  McKinley	  inaugurated	  President	  
	  

	  

1897	   10	   16	  
	  

EVENTS	   On	  October	  16,	  1897,	  Hiram	  Bellis	  Demarest	  
Blauvelt	  was	  born	  to	  Elmer	  Blauvelt	  and	  Margaret	  
Demarest	  Blauvelt	  of	  Oradell,	  NJ.	  (Note:	  He	  dies	  on	  
his	  birthday,	  October	  16,	  1957	  at	  age	  60)	  
	  

	  

1898c	   	   	   EVENTS	   Upon	  the	  death	  of	  Julius	  Braunsdorf’s	  in	  1880	  his	  
wife,	  Julia,	  their	  three	  sons,	  George,	  William	  and	  
John	  form	  the	  Pearl	  River	  Land	  Improvement	  
Company	  and	  begin	  selling	  off	  large	  parcels	  
throughout	  Pearl	  River	  from	  the	  family	  property	  
holdings	  and	  estate.	  
	  

James	  Casetta;	  
Pearl	  River	  
historian;	  
author	  of	  book	  
(Audio:	  
150224)	  
	  

1898	   	   	   EVENTS	   Hammel’s	  Department	  Store	  in	  Suffern	  in	  1898,	  
offered	  ladies	  stockings,	  5	  cents;	  ladies	  vests,	  5	  
cents;	  boy’s	  shirt	  waits,	  24	  cents;	  boy’s	  pants,	  30	  
cents;	  men’s	  fine	  trousers,	  at	  $1.90;	  men’s	  all	  wool	  
suits	  at	  $6.	  
	  

Random	  
Rockland	  

1898	   8	   	   EVENTS	   Phonographs	  in	  1898	  are	  still	  somewhat	  of	  a	  
novelty	  and	  at	  a	  lawn	  party	  in	  August	  at	  the	  Treason	  
House	  in	  Haverstraw	  by	  Success	  Lodge,	  I.O.G.T,	  
guests	  could	  have	  “a	  tune	  from	  the	  phonograph	  for	  
five	  cents.”	  
	  

Raqndom	  
Notes	  

1899	   	   	   EVENTS	   The	  Synagogue	  of	  the	  Congregation	  of	  the	  Sons	  of	  
Israel	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  in	  1899.	  The	  improved	  and	  
enlarged	  synagogue	  on	  Metropolitan	  Avenue	  was	  
dedicated	  on	  December	  17,	  1922.	  Dr.	  Samuel	  Berg,	  
president	  of	  the	  congregation	  conducted	  the	  service.	  
Arthur	  S.	  Tomkins,	  who	  made	  the	  principal	  address	  
at	  the	  dedication	  in	  1899,	  was	  again	  the	  principal	  
speaker,	  and	  spoke	  feelingly	  on	  the	  good	  the	  
synagogue	  did	  in	  the	  community.	  
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1899	   3	   	   FAMILY	   Philip	  Beckerle	  was	  an	  early	  member	  and	  officer	  of	  
the	  Eureka	  Building	  and	  Loan	  Association	  in	  Park	  
Ridge,	  NJ.	  Later,	  he	  helped	  organize	  the	  Park	  
Cooperative	  Savings	  and	  Loan	  Association	  in	  Pearl	  
River	  in	  March	  1899.	  The	  first	  president	  was	  James	  
Serven	  and	  the	  first	  secretary	  was	  Robert	  Oakley.	  
Beckerle	  served	  as	  the	  treasurer	  of	  the	  association	  
for	  27	  years.	  
	  
He	  then	  assisted	  in	  the	  incorporation	  of	  the	  Pearl	  
River	  Building	  and	  Loan	  Association	  and	  served	  for	  
many	  years	  as	  its	  director.	  
	  
Philip	  Beckerle	  was	  an	  early	  member	  or	  the	  Pearl	  
River	  Board	  of	  Education.	  School	  was	  held	  first	  in	  
the	  upstairs	  of	  the	  Burdef	  Blacksmith	  Shop	  and	  the	  
first	  one-‐room	  school	  building	  was	  erected	  about	  
1894.	  
	  
Philip	  Beckerle	  was	  a	  member	  of	  the	  Rockland	  
County	  Taxpayer’s	  Association	  when,	  in	  1899,	  that	  
organization	  broke	  up	  “the	  tramp	  industry.”	  This	  
racket	  yielded	  constables	  and	  justices	  of	  the	  peace	  
fat	  fees	  by	  arresting	  and	  re-‐arresting,	  sentencing	  
and	  re-‐sentencing	  vagrants.	  
	  

Rockland	  
Leader	  Obit	  
(1939)	  

1899	   8	   25	   EVENTS	   The	  Nyack	  Evening	  Star	  of	  August	  25,	  1899,	  reports,	  
“the	  papers	  of	  incorporation	  of	  a	  new	  electric	  light	  
company	  have	  been	  filed	  on	  Albany.	  It	  will	  be	  
known	  as	  the	  Rockland	  Light	  &	  Power	  Company.”	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  
County	  	  
	  

1899	   10	   30	   EVENTS	   By	  a	  resolution	  passed	  in	  a	  meeting	  of	  the	  Board	  of	  
Supervisors	  at	  New	  City,	  October	  30,	  1899,	  the	  
salary	  of	  district	  attorney	  for	  Rockland	  County	  was	  
increased	  to	  $1,500,	  beginning	  January	  1,	  1900.	  
	  
Theretofore	  the	  salary	  of	  district	  attorney	  was	  $	  
1,200.	  
	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  
County	  	  
	  

1900	   1	   1	   EVENTS	   The	  Nyack	  Hospital	  was	  opened	  on	  January	  1,	  1900	  
as	  a	  small,	  two-‐story	  brick	  structure.	  It	  had	  nine	  
beds	  and	  on	  January	  3	  had	  its	  first	  patient,	  David	  J.	  
Blauvelt	  of	  Nyack.	  	  
	  
On	  February	  6,	  1900,	  the	  Rockland	  County	  Journal	  
stated:	  “The	  usefulness	  of	  the	  hospital	  is	  being	  
constantly	  demonstrated.	  There	  are	  now	  seven	  
patients,	  five	  woman	  and	  two	  men.	  Both	  men	  are	  
from	  Spring	  Valley.	  
	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland.	  

1901	   3	   4	   EVENTS	   William	  McKinley	  inaugurated	  President	  for	  a	  
second	  term.	  
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Roosevelt	  was	  put	  in	  as	  a	  “Know	  Nothing”	  and	  they	  
did	  not	  think	  he	  would	  ever	  become	  president	  –	  
until	  McKinley	  was	  unexpectedly	  assassinated.	  
(1901)	  
	  

1901	   5	   19	   FAMILY	   In	  1900,	  Philip	  Beckerle	  donated	  land	  to	  Father	  John	  
G.	  McCormick	  the	  construction	  of	  a	  new	  church	  to	  
meet	  the	  need	  of	  an	  expanding	  number	  of	  Catholic	  
families	  moving	  into	  the	  community.	  The	  land	  was	  
part	  of	  the	  Beckerle	  family	  estate	  and	  It	  was	  located	  
on	  the	  highest	  hill	  of	  Central	  Avenue,	  overlooking	  
the	  entire	  hamlet	  in	  all	  directions.	  
	  
Groundbreaking	  ceremonies	  were	  held	  in	  October	  
and	  on	  May	  19,	  1901.	  The	  church	  was	  first	  named	  
Saint	  Margaret	  of	  Antioch	  and	  later	  shortened	  to	  St.	  
Margaret’s.	  	  The	  name	  was	  considered	  particularly	  
appropriate	  since	  the	  town	  had	  not	  much	  earlier	  
changed	  its	  name	  from	  Muddy	  Brook	  to	  Pearl	  River,	  
possibly	  in	  honor	  of	  pearls	  found	  in	  the	  stream	  and	  
the	  name	  “Margaret”	  means	  a	  “pearl	  of	  great	  
beauty.”	  
	  
Note:	  Philip	  Beckerle	  was	  one	  of	  those	  responsible	  
for	  building	  the	  original	  Catholic	  Chapel	  on	  South	  
Main	  Street	  and	  later	  the	  wooden	  church	  building	  
[1901]	  that	  stood	  on	  the	  current	  site	  of	  the	  modern	  
brick	  St	  Margaret’s	  Roman	  Catholic	  Church.	  
	  
In	  1929,	  the	  original	  St.	  Margaret’s	  Church,	  built	  of	  
wood,	  was	  burned	  to	  the	  ground	  by	  a	  fire	  that	  was	  
started	  with	  someone	  burning	  leaves.	  It	  was	  rebuilt	  
on	  the	  same	  site	  and	  reopened	  in	  October	  1931.	  	  
	  	  

PHOTO	  of	  
church	  from	  
OBERG	  
Museum.	  
	  
Source:	  Bob	  
Knight’s	  history	  
book	  for	  Pearl	  
River	  
Centennial.	  
	  
PHOTO:	  
Orangeburg	  
Hist.	  Society.	  -‐	  
Geo	  

1902	   1	   1	   EVENTS	   Dr.	  Ernst	  Lederle	  serves	  as	  NYC	  Commissioner	  of	  
Health	  under	  Mayor	  Lowe	  for	  two	  years	  –	  1902	  and	  
1903.	  During	  that	  time,	  the	  NYC	  Health	  Department	  
had	  to	  address	  many	  severe	  health	  issues	  including	  
diphtheria,	  a	  small	  pox	  outbreak,	  and	  Tb.	  9,000	  NYC	  
children	  died	  that	  summer	  from	  high	  bacteria	  levels	  
in	  milk.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Dr.	  
Lederle	  	  

1902	   7	   2	   EVENTS	   Village	  of	  Spring	  Valley	  was	  incorporated	  on	  July	  2,	  
1902.	  (see	  1893)	  
	  

	  

1903	   7	   4	   EVENTS	   Horse	  racing	  in	  Haverstraw	  
A	  club	  that	  helped	  to	  dispel	  the	  daily	  rigors	  of	  
brickmaking	  was	  the	  Haverstraw	  Racing	  
Association,	  which	  built	  a	  racetrack	  at	  West	  
Haverstraw.	  This	  half-‐mile	  track	  became	  the	  center	  
of	  some	  very	  fine	  racing	  for	  the	  entire	  Hudson	  River	  
valley.	  It	  was	  especially	  made	  to	  order	  as	  an	  arena	  

Haverstraw	  
history:	  
	  
Within	  These	  
Gates	  
By:	  Daniel	  
deNoyelles,	  
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for	  our	  local	  racehorse	  owners	  who	  passed	  threats	  
and	  counter	  threats	  to	  rival	  owners	  in	  nearby	  
Sliney’s	  Hotel	  on	  what	  is	  now	  the	  corner	  of	  Wayne	  
and	  East	  Railroad	  Avenue	  in	  West	  Haverstraw.	  The	  
West	  Haverstraw	  track	  was	  finished	  for	  opening	  
day	  on	  July	  4,	  1903.	  The	  national	  holiday	  would	  
assure	  the	  organizers	  of	  the	  new	  racecourse	  a	  gaudy	  
start	  before	  a	  great	  crowd	  of	  spectators	  and	  bettors.	  
	  
Tragedy	  almost	  wiped	  out	  the	  whole	  scheme.	  Some	  
unknown	  vandals	  soaked	  the	  wooden	  grandstand	  
with	  kerosene	  several	  nights	  before	  the	  opening	  day	  
and	  put	  a	  torch	  to	  the	  structure.	  Luckily	  two	  men	  
with	  passing	  by	  that	  night	  and	  turned	  in	  the	  alarm	  
in	  time	  to	  put	  out	  the	  fire	  before	  much	  damage	  was	  
done.	  This	  did	  not	  stop	  the	  festivities	  for	  the	  holiday	  
fell	  on	  a	  Saturday.	  
	  

1982	  
	  

1903	   12	   17	   EVENTS	   Orville	  and	  Wilbur	  Wright	  take	  the	  first	  successful	  
test	  flight	  in	  their	  plane	  at	  Kitty	  Hawk,	  N.C.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Kitty	  
Hawk,	  NC	  
available	  

1904	   2	   1	   EVENTS	   On	  February	  1,	  1904,	  the	  horse	  owners	  of	  the	  
Village	  of	  Suffern	  were	  granted	  the	  privilege	  of	  
using	  Washington	  Avenue	  between	  Lafayette	  and	  
Orange	  Avenues	  for	  the	  purpose	  of	  speeding	  during	  
the	  hours	  of	  2pm	  –	  5pm	  daily,	  except	  Sundays.	  
	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland.	  

1904	   9	   X	   CONGERS	   When	  Teddy	  Roosevelt	  was	  campaigning,	  he	  
stopped	  in	  Congers	  on	  the	  train	  so	  he	  could	  eat	  and	  
rest.	  He	  was	  on	  his	  way	  to	  West	  Point	  to	  a	  game	  or	  
something	  going	  on	  in	  West	  Point.	  People	  were	  
crowding	  around	  but	  they	  asked	  to	  be	  left	  along	  
because	  he	  was	  trying	  to	  rest.	  So,	  they	  pulled	  the	  
train	  into	  a	  spur.	  (DATE?)	  
	  

Pete	  Eckhart	  	  
interview	  or	  
George	  
Marshall?	  

1904	   10	   27	   EVENTS	   NYC	  Subway	  first	  opens	  
	  

	  

1905	   3	   4	   EVENTS	   Theodore	  Roosevelt	  inaugurated	  President	  for	  a	  
second	  term.	  
	  

	  

1906	   	   	   EVENTS	   The	  United	  States	  Hotel	  ca.	  1890	  at	  the	  foot	  of	  Main	  
Street	  in	  the	  Village	  of	  Haverstraw.	  High	  above	  the	  
breezes	  of	  the	  Hudson	  River	  about	  200	  yards	  away,	  
it	  was	  a	  favorite	  meeting	  place	  for	  visiting	  
businessmen	  of	  the	  brick	  industry.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  
Postcard	  of	  the	  
US	  Hotel	  Use	  L	  
Kigler	  postcard	  

1906	   1	   4	   EVENTS	   Edward	  A.	  Mueller	  purchases	  the	  99-‐acre	  Jacob	  
Turfler	  dairy	  farm	  in	  Pearl	  River,	  NY	  for	  $8,500.	  
Deeds	  seem	  to	  indicate	  that	  Dr.	  Ernst	  Lederle	  sends	  
Mueller	  to	  purchase	  the	  Turfler	  Farm	  in	  Pearl	  River,	  
NY	  in	  order	  to	  not	  draw	  undue	  attention	  to	  the	  
purchase	  and	  while	  Lederle	  completes	  Lederle	  

PHOTO:	  Turfler	  
Farm,	  
w/Family;	  
Pearl	  River	  
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Laboratories	  incorporation	  in	  NYC	  on	  Feb	  6.	  
	  

1906	   1	   7	   EVENTS	   Brickmaking:	  Over	  a	  century	  ago,	  brickmaking	  at	  
Haverstaw	  Bay,	  Rockland	  County,	  New	  York,	  was	  
not	  only	  an	  industry	  of	  great	  importance,	  it	  was	  a	  
way	  of	  life.	  
	  
The	  Indian	  tribes	  knew	  the	  fabulous	  clay	  deposits	  
along	  the	  west	  shore	  of	  old	  Orange	  County	  (from	  
which	  Rockland	  was	  erected	  in	  1798)	  and	  to	  the	  
first	  Dutch	  settlers,	  who	  used	  this	  rich	  blue	  rock-‐
dust	  for	  many	  purposes,	  from	  chinking	  the	  cracks	  in	  
their	  log	  cabins	  to	  making	  their	  fireplace	  chimneys	  a	  
little	  safer.	  
	  
This	  clay	  was	  used	  in	  manufacturing	  brick	  as	  early	  
as	  1773,	  but	  the	  big	  venture	  began	  with	  the	  arrival	  
in	  1815	  to	  South	  Haverstraw	  of	  James	  Wood,	  an	  
Englishman	  with	  brickmaking	  knowledge.	  	  
	  
By	  1883,	  there	  were	  41	  brickyards	  and	  in	  over	  a	  
century	  of	  manufacturing,	  148	  brands	  were	  molded	  
in	  the	  vicinity.	  In	  a	  single	  year,	  300,000,000	  were	  
shipped	  out	  of	  Haverstraw	  Bay	  area	  for	  the	  New	  
York	  metropolitan	  markets,	  which	  at	  times	  were	  
using	  over	  one	  billion	  bricks	  annually. 
	  
Brickyards’	  daily	  lives	  and	  habits	  
	  
Many	  of	  us	  awoke	  to	  the	  sound	  (cacophony)	  of	  
steam	  whistles	  bowing	  every	  weekday	  at	  4:30am.	  
Yet	  there	  were	  many	  others	  who	  had	  long	  distances	  
to	  walk	  to	  work,	  who	  were	  already	  groping	  their	  
ways	  along	  obscure	  paths	  through	  the	  dew-‐
drenched	  fields	  when	  the	  whistle	  of	  their	  employer	  
sounded	  in	  the	  cool	  summer	  air.	  As	  the	  nights	  
lengthened	  toward	  the	  fall,	  time	  changed	  to	  a	  
daylight	  start.	  Each	  company	  had	  a	  distinct	  note	  to	  
its	  tooting	  and	  all	  the	  men	  knew	  “his”	  whistle.	  They	  
were	  steam-‐powered	  and	  summoned	  men	  and	  boys	  
to	  tramp	  various	  distances	  in	  the	  hushed	  mornings	  
to	  be	  at	  the	  yard	  on	  time.	  (page	  45-‐46)	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Men	  
working	  at	  the	  
brickyards	  
Haverstraw	  
Brick	  Museum	  
–	  Geo	  will	  get	  
	  
Haverstraw	  
history:	  
	  
Within	  These	  
Gates	  
By:	  Daniel	  
deNoyelles,	  
1982	  
	  

1906	   1	   8	   EVENTS	   Haverstraw	  Landslide	  Summary:	  On	  that	  wintry,	  
snowy	  night	  of	  January	  8th,	  two	  terrific	  slides	  
occurred,	  destroying	  the	  Rockland	  Street	  business	  
area	  and	  eight	  stores	  and	  houses	  in	  a	  wide	  semi-‐
circle	  of	  ruination	  from	  Liberty	  Street	  near	  the	  river	  
to	  Jefferson	  Street	  in	  a	  northwesterly	  course.	  
Nineteen	  lives	  were	  lost	  as	  a	  result	  of	  what	  many	  
believed	  to	  be	  the	  negligence	  and	  greed	  of	  the	  
brickmaking	  companies.	  Some	  say,	  if	  snow	  had	  not	  

The	  
Haverstraw	  
Landslide	  
Disaster:	  Craig	  
Long	  –	  South	  of	  
the	  Mountains:	  
Vol.	  40	  No.	  1	  
January	  –	  
March	  1996:	  
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lightly	  covered	  the	  land	  and	  houses	  that	  fateful	  
night,	  Haverstraw	  could	  have	  been	  totally	  ravaged	  
by	  fire	  from	  the	  lighted	  stoves	  in	  the	  crushed	  frame	  
houses.	  
	  
About	  4pm	  on	  that	  cold	  Monday,	  January	  8,	  1906,	  a	  
crack	  had	  appeared	  on	  Rockland	  Street.	  That	  the	  
clay	  bank	  was	  settling	  and	  the	  ground	  becoming	  
unsteady	  caused	  alarm	  and	  concern	  among	  many.	  
Seven	  hours	  later,	  the	  cold	  of	  the	  winter	  encouraged	  
most	  residents	  to	  stoke	  the	  fire	  one	  last	  time	  and	  
retire	  for	  the	  evening.	  
	  
“Suddenly	  in	  an	  instant,	  the	  clay	  bank	  broke	  and	  a	  
section	  just	  wide	  enough	  to	  take	  both	  sides	  of	  
Rockland	  Street	  began	  to	  move.	  First,	  it	  was	  like	  the	  
movement	  of	  a	  distant	  earthquake	  and	  the	  buildings	  
began	  to	  quiver.	  In	  a	  second	  the	  loosened	  sections	  of	  
the	  bank	  gathered	  momentum	  and	  then,	  with	  a	  
terrific	  roar,	  it	  began	  to	  move	  toward	  the	  chasm	  with	  
the	  rapidity	  of	  lightening	  while	  the	  houses	  with	  a	  
frightening	  grinding	  sound,	  were	  crushed	  like	  fragile	  
glass	  vases.”	  
	  
What	  followed	  that	  first	  jolt	  was	  chaos	  and	  
confusion	  as	  hundreds	  of	  village	  residents	  sprang	  
from	  their	  beds	  and	  poured	  into	  the	  streets.	  
Approximately	  20	  minutes	  later,	  a	  more	  horrific	  
slide	  let	  go.	  The	  New	  York	  Times	  reported	  that	  the	  
noise	  was	  a	  “loud	  rushing	  sound	  like	  the	  incoming	  of	  
a	  huge	  wave	  as	  the	  soft	  clay	  slid	  out”	  
	  

	  
Insert:	  RC	  
Times:	  
Haverstraw	  
landslide	  of	  
1906.	  More	  
than	  20	  people	  
died	  as	  a	  result	  
of	  what	  many	  
believed	  to	  be	  
the	  negligence	  
and	  greed	  of	  
the	  brick-‐
making	  
companies.	  
	  
PHOTO:	  
Haverstraw	  
Landslide	  
from	  Brick	  
Museum?	  –	  
Geo	  will	  get	  
	  
	  

1906	   2	   6	   EVENTS	   That	  same	  year,	  Dr.	  Ernst	  Lederle,	  incorporates	  
Lederle	  Antitoxin	  Laboratories	  in	  New	  York	  City.	  In	  
his	  effort	  to	  expand	  his	  business	  from	  the	  
increasingly	  crowded	  conditions.	  
	  

Pearl	  River	  

1906	   7	   	   FAMILY	   1906-‐1940:	  Laurence	  Thomas	  Beckerle	  starts	  
working	  for	  Comfort	  Coal	  and	  Lumber	  in	  1906	  at	  
age	  18	  as	  an	  office	  boy	  in	  the	  Hackensack,	  NJ	  office.	  
LB1	  moves	  up	  the	  ladder	  working	  for	  the	  "big"	  NJ	  
based	  Comfort	  Coal	  and	  lumber.	  	  Elmer	  Blauvelt	  is	  
President	  of	  Comfort	  Coal.	  The	  local	  smaller	  
lumberyards	  that	  existed	  in	  each	  town	  are	  seeing	  
increased	  competition	  from	  this	  new	  "big"	  
company.	  Starts	  at	  Comfort	  Coal	  in	  Hackensack,	  NJ	  
and	  later	  became	  manger	  of	  Spring	  
Valley.	  	  Laurence	  is	  doing	  well.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
Note:	  On	  January	  4,	  1906,	  Edward	  A.	  Mueller	  
purchases	  Turfler’s	  Pearl	  River	  farm	  for	  Dr.	  Lederle.	  
On	  January	  8,	  1906,	  four	  days	  later,	  the	  Haverstraw	  

SB	  
	  
Started	  with	  
Comfort	  Coal:	  
July	  1906?	  
He	  was	  born	  3	  
Jun	  1888	  would	  
have	  been	  18	  
when	  he	  
finished	  Pearl	  
River	  High	  
School	  
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Landslide	  on	  January	  8,	  1906;	  Later	  that	  same	  year	  
(2	  months?)	  Laurence	  Beckerle,	  at	  age	  18,	  starts	  
working	  as	  an	  office	  boy	  for	  Comfort	  Coal	  &	  Lumber	  
in	  their	  Hackensack,	  NJ	  office.	  He	  would	  remain	  there	  
for	  almost	  34	  years	  as	  Vice	  President	  ,	  where	  he	  ran	  
the	  Spring	  Valley	  yard	  until	  his	  resignation	  on	  Jan	  23,	  
1940.	  
	  

1906	   10	   2	   EVENTS	   Pearl	  River’s	  very	  first	  firehouse	  was	  located	  on	  
Central	  Avenue	  and	  constructed	  entirely	  of	  wood.	  
On	  October	  2,	  1906,	  it	  caught	  fire	  and,	  since	  the	  fire	  
equipment	  was	  located	  inside	  the	  building,	  the	  
firefighters	  were	  unable	  to	  extinguish	  the	  blaze,	  
resulting	  in	  its	  complete	  destruction.	  

PHOTO:	  Robert	  
Knight	  
postcard	  of	  2nd	  
firehouse	  built	  
1908.	  
	  

1907	   5	   29	   EVENTS	   On	  May	  29,	  1907,	  Dr.	  Lederle	  purchases	  the	  99-‐acre	  
Jacob	  Turfler	  dairy	  farm	  on	  Middletown	  Road,	  Pearl	  
River	  in	  Rockland	  County,	  NY	  for	  $100	  down,	  while	  
assuming	  the	  $4,500	  mortgage	  from	  Edward	  A.	  
Mueller,	  who	  had	  been	  living	  there	  with	  his	  family	  
since	  he	  purchased	  the	  property	  only	  16	  months	  
earlier	  on	  January	  6,	  1906.	  It	  is	  believed	  that	  
Mueller	  had	  originally	  purchased	  the	  farm	  on	  behalf	  
of	  Dr.	  Lederle	  while	  his	  business	  incorporation	  was	  
till	  being	  formed	  in	  New	  York	  City.	  The	  Pearl	  River	  
site	  eventually	  expanded	  to	  over	  500	  acres	  as	  it	  
became	  the	  home	  of	  Lederle	  Laboratories.	  
	  

Pearl	  River	  
Lederle	  
Research	  
Achievements	  
LRA;	  Harvest	  of	  
Health;	  
Merchants	  of	  
Life	  (p.	  163-‐
164)	  

1907	   7	   	   FAMILY	   John,	  George	  and	  Margaretta	  Beckerle	  pose	  for	  this	  
photograph	  In	  an	  early	  model	  Winton	  touring	  car	  on	  
the	  lawn	  where	  St.	  Margaret’s	  school	  would	  be	  built	  
be	  built	  decades	  later.	  	  Going	  on	  motorcar	  trips	  to	  
local	  spots	  of	  interest	  like	  Bear	  Mountain	  State	  Park	  
on	  the	  Hudson	  River,	  was	  a	  wonderful	  way	  to	  pass	  
time	  on	  Sundays.	  (Beckerle	  photo)	  	  
	  
But	  with	  narrow	  roads	  that	  were	  not	  well	  
maintained,	  it	  could	  also	  be	  dangerous.	  (FE	  Crum	  
photo)	  
	  

SOURCE:	  
PHOTO:	  Pearl	  
River	  Book;	  
page	  66	  –	  Geo	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Car	  
that	  almost	  
drove	  off	  the	  
cliff.	  (FE	  Crum)	  

1908	   	   	   EVENTS	   Henry	  Ford	  makes	  his	  first	  Model	  T	  for	  $850.	  
	  

	  

1908	   	   	   EVENTS	   Frank	  M	  Eckerson,	  Sr.	  “the	  village	  blacksmith,”	  sets	  
up	  shop	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  in	  1908.	  Mr.	  Eckerson’s	  
work	  once	  consisted	  wholly	  of	  horseshoeing,	  but	  
then	  he	  went	  into	  iron	  beams,	  steel	  stairs,	  fire	  
escapes	  and	  numerous	  other	  articles	  of	  wrought	  
iron	  used	  in	  the	  building	  trade.	  
	  
Mr.	  Eckerson	  is	  a	  former	  mayor	  of	  Spring	  Valley,	  a	  
former	  village	  trustee,	  tax	  collector	  and	  village	  
clerk.	  
	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  
County	  	  
	  
By:	  Saxby	  
Vouler	  Penfold;	  
Rockland	  
County	  
Historian	  
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1908	   8	   	   EVENTS	   Many	  folks	  in	  Haverstraw	  were	  ingrained	  with	  the	  
love	  of	  their	  horses	  –	  not	  only	  the	  brickmen,	  but	  
also	  many	  of	  the	  village’s	  merchants	  and	  prominent	  
citizens.	  Broadway,	  unpaved	  and	  near	  the	  limits	  of	  
housing	  at	  that	  point	  in	  time,	  was	  a	  natural	  for	  a	  
“brush,”	  accompanied	  by	  a	  hurried	  wager	  after	  a	  
challenge	  hurled	  at	  a	  passing	  neighbor,	  often	  with	  a	  
distinct	  slur	  cast	  on	  the	  ability	  and	  courage	  of	  the	  
horse	  and	  owner.	  
	  
When	  Broadway	  became	  too	  congested,	  the	  
impromptu	  racing	  took	  to	  Hudson	  Avenue	  until	  
construction	  of	  homes	  there	  increased	  around	  1910.	  
Then	  the	  residents	  complained	  to	  the	  village	  board	  
of	  trustees	  about	  the	  harsh	  noises	  of	  pounding	  
hooves	  and	  the	  jarring	  sulkies,	  which	  marred	  the	  
peace	  and	  sleep	  of	  the	  elite.	  
	  
Our	  front	  porch	  would	  abound	  with	  racing	  stories	  
on	  a	  Sunday	  afternoon	  and	  I	  listened	  as	  the	  tales	  
were	  related.	  One	  encounter	  after	  another	  would	  be	  
described;	  one	  when	  a	  furlong	  pole	  was	  moved	  to	  
aid	  a	  horse	  of	  weak	  courage	  or	  another	  how	  odds	  
were	  built	  up	  by	  holding	  a	  horse	  back	  in	  the	  early	  
heats.	  The	  tales	  flowed	  from	  family	  members	  and	  
friends	  on	  exploits	  over	  some	  now-‐vanished	  stretch	  
run!	  (page	  171)	  
	  

Haverstraw	  
history:	  
	  
Within	  These	  
Gates	  
By:	  Daniel	  
deNoyelles,	  
1982	  
	  

1909	   3	   	   EVENTS	   George	  S.	  Allison	  and	  Harry	  VerValen	  bought	  out	  the	  
Hedges	  Lumber	  Yard	  when	  in	  March	  1909	  after	  Ira	  
M.	  Hedges	  had	  died.	  Clark	  &	  Bernnett	  rivaled	  Allison	  
&	  VerValen	  in	  lumber	  and	  mason’s	  supplies.	  
	  

Haverstraw	  
history:	  
	  
Within	  These	  
Gates	  
By:	  Daniel	  
deNoyelles,	  
1982	  
	  

1909	   8	   2	   EVENTS	   The	  Lincoln	  cent	  is	  designed	  by	  New	  York	  sculptor,	  
Victor	  D.	  Brenner,	  at	  the	  request	  of	  President	  
Theodore	  Roosevelt	  on	  the	  100th	  year	  anniversary	  
of	  President	  Lincoln’s	  birth.	  It	  is	  first	  minted	  and	  
released	  into	  circulation	  on	  August	  2,	  1909.	  A	  mad	  
dash	  ensued,	  and	  all	  of	  the	  available	  shiny	  coins	  
were	  quickly	  scooped	  up.	  
	  

	  

1910	   	   	   EVENTS	   Fred	  Crum,	  a	  local	  photographer,	  establishes	  his	  
studio	  upstairs	  at	  6	  Main	  Street	  in	  Spring	  Valley.	  At	  
the	  street	  entrance,	  he	  setup	  two	  enclosed	  cases,	  
displaying	  local	  scenes	  and	  portraits,	  which	  people	  
always	  stopped	  to	  look	  at.	  My	  father	  maintained	  his	  
photographic	  business	  at	  this	  site	  Was	  originally	  
Ramapo	  Trust	  Co	  then	  other	  banks	  took	  over	  this	  

Rachel	  
Kaufman,	  
daughter	  of	  
Fred	  Crum,	  
photog.	  
	  
South	  of	  the	  



Beckerle	  Lumber	  Timeline	  –	  DRAFT	   	   Updated:	  7/7/2015	  

	  
SUN	  STUDIOS	  DESIGN	  •	  Marketing	  &	  Media	  Communications	  •	  info@sunstudiosdesign.com	  •	  845-‐429-‐2020	  	   #19	  
	  	  

building	  until	  finally	  the	  last	  active	  bank	  was	  the	  
Union	  State	  Bank,	  which	  has	  since	  closed,	  until	  his	  
death	  in	  1949.	  
.	  	  
	  
NOTE:	  See	  Peter	  Scheibner,	  Rockland	  County	  
archivist	  for	  photos	  taken	  during	  the	  WPA	  of	  
Spring	  Valley	  –	  J.	  Casetta	  
	  

Mountains;	  
April/June	  
2001	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Fred	  
Crum	  with	  
camera	  AND	  
studio	  photos	  
	  

1910	   	   	   FAMILY	   Joe	  Beckerle	  and	  his	  sister	  Pauline	  wade	  into	  the	  
Pascack	  Brook	  at	  the	  swimming	  spot	  called	  White	  
Rocks	  @	  1910.	  Pearl	  River	  Book:	  White	  Rocks	  was	  a	  
favorite	  summer	  spot	  on	  the	  brook	  for	  all	  the	  
children	  living	  west	  of	  Pearl	  Street.	  Here	  Joe	  gives	  a	  
Tarzan	  pose	  as	  he	  enters	  the	  water.	  
	  
Note:	  Pauline	  later	  entered	  the	  convent	  as	  Sr.	  Mary	  
Pauline	  with	  Sisters	  of	  Mercy	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Pearl	  
River	  Arcadia	  
Book	  by	  J.	  
Casetta	  

1910	   	   	   EVENTS	   Captain	  Daniel	  Carter	  Beard’s	  organization	  known	  
as	  Sons	  of	  Daniel	  Boone,	  Seaton’s	  Indians	  and	  an	  
society	  known	  as	  the	  Boy’s	  Brigade	  were	  combined	  
at	  Suffern	  resident	  Dan	  Beard’s	  suggestion	  and	  
called	  the	  Boy	  Scouts	  of	  America.	  	  
	  

	  

1910	   9	   	   FAMILY	   Philip	  Beckerle	  sits	  on	  a	  bale	  of	  hay	  (age	  56)	  with	  
Talbot	  Chambers	  Dexter	  (left)	  and	  Thomas	  C.	  Dexter	  
(center)	  at	  the	  Rockland	  County	  Agricultural	  and	  
Industrial	  Fair	  in	  1910.	  They	  were	  chosen	  to	  be	  
judges	  for	  various	  exhibits.	  Many	  Rockland	  County	  
residents	  who,	  exhibited	  animals	  and	  produce	  
enjoyed	  the	  county	  fair.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Pearl	  
River	  book	  by	  J.	  
Casetta	  
	  
(See	  1911)	  

1911	   6	   16	   EVENTS	   IBM	  founded	  as	  the	  Computing	  Tabulating	  
Recording	  Corporation	  by	  Thomas	  J.	  Watson.	  
	  

	  

1911	   9	   	   EVENTS	   Labor	  Day:	  The	  Rockland	  County	  Fair	  was	  the	  
highlight	  of	  the	  social,	  industrial	  and	  sporting	  life	  
for	  all	  citizens.	  It	  was	  held	  over	  Labor	  Day	  weekend.	  
This	  gave	  the	  brickyard	  laborers	  the	  opportunity	  to	  
attend	  and	  the	  owners	  a	  chance	  to	  test	  their	  trotters	  
and	  pacers	  against	  the	  rivals’.	  
	  
The	  opening	  day	  of	  the	  fair	  at	  Orangeburg	  
witnessed	  6,000	  people	  in	  attendance.	  The	  fair	  this	  
year	  is	  particularly	  good	  in	  respect	  to	  exhibits	  and	  
attractions.	  The	  very	  large	  crowds	  on	  opening	  day	  
were	  greatly	  pleased	  with	  the	  variety	  of	  displays	  
open	  to	  the	  public.	  The	  horseshow	  this	  year	  was	  the	  
finest	  ever	  while	  other	  classes	  are	  well	  filled.	  The	  
attendance	  is	  expected	  to	  be	  large	  all	  week.	  
	  

Haverstraw	  
history:	  
	  
Within	  These	  
Gates	  
By:	  Daniel	  
deNoyelles,	  
1982	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Philip	  
Beckerle	  was	  a	  
judge	  with	  
Thomas	  Dexter	  
	  
SEE	  PHOTOS	  
of	  fair	  for	  
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The	  fair	  was	  sponsored	  by	  the	  Rockland	  County	  
Industrial	  Association	  and	  the	  Ladies	  Auxiliary,	  
which	  was	  organized	  ca.	  1880.	  Prior	  to	  Orangeburg,	  
the	  fair	  was	  held	  in	  New	  City	  near	  Squadron	  Blvd.	  
	  
==	  
	  
When	  the	  Hudson	  River	  froze	  too	  solid	  or	  the	  
tugboats	  to	  break	  through,	  the	  brick	  makers	  would	  
race	  on	  the	  frozen	  surface,	  on	  a	  straight-‐away,	  just	  
south	  of	  the	  Main	  Street	  steamship	  dock.	  “Justifiable	  
trickery”	  was	  also	  the	  order	  of	  the	  day;	  something	  
like	  the	  “buyer	  beware	  attitude	  of	  today. 
	  
	  

1910	  

1912	   4	   14	   EVENTS	   The	  Titanic	  collides	  with	  a	  submerged	  iceberg	  at	  
11:40	  a.m.	  on	  April	  14,	  and	  sinks	  at	  2:20	  a.m.	  on	  
April	  15,	  resulting	  in	  the	  deaths	  of	  1,517	  people	  in	  
one	  of	  the	  deadliest	  peacetime	  maritime	  disasters	  in	  
history.	  
	  

	  

1912	   11	   	   SVALLEY	   LB1	  came	  to	  Spring	  Valley	  from	  Comfort	  Coal	  &	  
Lumber	  as	  the	  manager	  of	  the	  Spring	  Valley	  Coal	  &	  
Lumber	  Company	  when	  that	  company	  was	  
organized	  to	  take	  over	  the	  Smith	  &	  Burr	  Coal	  &	  
Lumber	  business.	  This	  was	  in	  November	  1912,	  
shortly	  after	  a	  disastrous	  fire	  had	  burned	  and	  
destroyed	  Smith	  &	  Burr	  yards.	  	  
	  
In	  1912,	  when	  LB1	  took	  over	  the	  management,	  the	  
property	  owned	  by	  Spring	  Valley	  Coal	  &	  Lumber	  
Company	  consisted	  of	  an	  office	  and	  lumber	  shed	  
and	  the	  property	  on	  the	  south	  sides	  of	  the	  tracks	  
where	  the	  freight	  house	  was	  located.	  In	  future	  
years,	  property	  north	  of	  the	  railroad	  track	  was	  
acquired	  where	  (in	  1940)	  the	  large	  coal	  pocket	  and	  
lumberyard	  now	  stand.	  The	  property	  were	  the	  
Spring	  Valley	  Post	  Office	  was	  erected	  was	  
purchased	  by	  Comfort	  Coal	  and	  later	  sold	  as	  the	  
Post	  Office	  site.	  A	  garage	  on	  Franklin	  Street	  was	  
added	  to	  the	  company’s	  holdings.	  
	  
When	  he	  started	  in	  1912,	  Beckerle	  operated	  a	  team	  
and	  single	  wagon.	  The	  business	  later	  grew	  until	  six	  
or	  eight	  teams	  were	  being	  used.	  In	  the	  good	  times,	  
the	  company	  operated	  as	  many	  as	  fourteen	  or	  
fifteen	  trucks.	  
	  
Among	  those	  who	  came	  to	  work	  for	  Beckerle	  at	  the	  
Comfort	  Coal	  Spring	  Valley	  yard	  were:	  Mike	  
Malinski,	  Charlie	  Mundle,	  Joseph	  Vokolek,	  Bert	  
Conklin	  and	  August	  Schmidt,	  who	  was	  foreman	  of	  

FEB	  1940	  
Rockland	  
Leader	  
	  
CC	  buys	  out	  
the	  Spring	  
Valley	  Coal	  &	  
Lumber	  Co.	  
and	  LB1	  
became	  its	  
new	  manager.	  
YES	  
	  
LB1	  was	  VP	  
and	  manager	  
of	  the	  SValley	  
yard	  AND	  in	  
charge	  of	  
purchasing	  all	  
coal.	  -‐	  PB	  



Beckerle	  Lumber	  Timeline	  –	  DRAFT	   	   Updated:	  7/7/2015	  

	  
SUN	  STUDIOS	  DESIGN	  •	  Marketing	  &	  Media	  Communications	  •	  info@sunstudiosdesign.com	  •	  845-‐429-‐2020	  	   #21	  
	  	  

the	  yard	  under	  Mr.	  Beckerle.	  	  Strother	  J.	  Murphy	  
also	  became	  associated	  with	  Beckerle	  and	  the	  
company	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  shortly	  after	  the	  
establishment	  of	  the	  business.	  Mr.	  Murphy	  went	  
from	  Spring	  Valley	  to	  Piermont	  when	  Comfort	  Coal	  
Company	  took	  over	  that	  yard.	  
	  

1913	   	   	   EVENTS	   Serven’s	  General	  Store	  on	  the	  north	  side	  of	  Central	  
Avenue	  in	  downtown	  Pearl	  River	  was	  just	  west	  of	  
the	  railroad	  tracks.	  Built	  in	  1872,	  it	  housed	  Pearl	  
River’s	  first	  Post	  Office.	  The	  building	  had	  its	  own	  
rail	  siding	  to	  handle	  large	  quantities	  of	  Serven’s	  
merchandise.	  Eventually	  he	  specialized	  and	  became	  
known	  as	  Serven’s	  Coal	  and	  Lumber	  Company.	  He	  
demolished	  the	  building	  in	  1912	  and	  this	  new	  
building	  in	  this	  photo	  replaced	  it	  in	  1913.	  But,	  the	  
building	  remained	  unoccupied,	  for	  three	  years,	  until	  
1916.	  Still	  later,	  the	  business	  was	  sold	  and	  became	  
know	  as	  Comfort	  Coal	  &	  Lumber	  until	  it	  went	  out	  of	  
business	  in	  1960.	  
	  

Photo:	  
Serven’s,	  First	  
National	  Bank	  
of	  Pearl	  River.	  
(photo:	  c.	  
1915)	  from	  
OBERG	  
Museum	  
	  
	  
	  

1913	   	   	   EVENTS	  
	  

Ford	  Motor	  Company	  introduces	  moving	  assembly	  
line	  

	  

1913	   	   	   EVENTS	  
	  

Woodrow	  Wilson	  inaugurated	  President	   	  

1914	   	   	   FAMILY	   My	  mother:	  Ellen	  Catherine	  McEntegart	  graduates	  
from	  Mount	  St.	  Vincent	  College	  to	  become	  a	  teacher.	  
	  

Marcey	  
PHOTO:	  Formal	  
Graduation	  
Photo	  
	  

1914	   10	   21	   EVENTS	   The	  men	  of	  Bardonia	  held	  a	  meeting	  at	  the	  
schoolhouse	  on	  October	  21,	  1914,	  for	  the	  purpose	  of	  
organizing	  a	  fire	  department.	  The	  Pearl	  River	  Fire	  
Company	  had	  presented	  the	  people	  of	  Bardonia	  
with	  a	  fire	  engine.	  Property	  owners	  and	  all	  other	  
citizens	  of	  Bardonia	  have	  recognized	  the	  necessity	  
of	  fire	  protection,	  several	  disastrous	  fires	  having	  
taught	  the	  lesson.	  
	  

Random	  
Rockland	  	  

1915	   	   	   FAMILY	   Laurence	  Beckerle	  and	  his	  brother	  George	  pose	  in	  a	  
Jordan	  automobile	  [which	  the	  family	  sold	  from	  the	  
building	  on	  the	  corner	  of	  Jefferson	  Avenue	  and	  
South	  Pearl	  Street?].	  	  
	  
Laurence	  Beckerle,	  then	  age	  27,	  had	  been	  working	  
for	  Comfort	  Coal	  &	  Lumber	  since	  1906	  or	  for	  about	  
nine	  years	  at	  that	  time	  of	  this	  photograph.	  	  [Three	  
years	  earlier	  (1912)	  LB1	  had	  become	  the	  manager	  
of	  the	  Spring	  Valley	  office	  of	  Comfort	  Coal]	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Pearl	  
River	  Book:	  p	  
66	  
	  
LB1	  mgr	  of	  
SValley	  office	  
of	  CC	  at	  this	  
time	  (1915).	  

1916	   	   	   EVENTS	  
	  

Albert	  Einstein	  proposes	  General	  Theory	  of	  
Relativity	  
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1916	   	   	   EVENTS	   Clarence	  M.	  Travis,	  long	  recognized	  as	  an	  expert	  in	  
designing	  granite	  and	  marble	  mausoleums,	  
monument	  headstones,	  and	  tables	  in	  Nyack,	  served	  
as	  mayor	  of	  the	  village	  from	  1916	  to	  1920.	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  

1916	   6	   17	   EVENTS	   Polio	  epidemic	  hits	  New	  York	  City	  
	  

	  
	  

1916	   8	   25	   PEARL	  RIVER	   Servin	  Serven	  Building,	  built	  in	  1913,	  opens	  up	  on	  
August	  25,	  1916.	  Servin	  moved	  his	  hardware	  store	  
and	  the	  bank	  moved	  into	  the	  building	  in	  1920.	  
	  

Serven	  

1917c	   	   	   FAMILY	   My	  mother	  went	  to	  college	  and	  they	  couldn’t	  keep	  
up	  the	  house	  in	  New	  York	  so	  they	  stayed	  at	  their	  
summer	  home	  in	  Hillsdale	  Manor	  to	  live	  there,	  so	  
she	  commuted	  on	  the	  train	  to	  New	  York	  to	  teach.	  
One	  day	  on	  the	  train,	  she	  met	  my	  uncle	  Joe,	  who	  was	  
also	  a	  “glad	  hander”	  personality	  (just	  like	  my	  
father).	  Uncle	  Joe	  met	  her	  and	  thought,	  oh,	  she	  
would	  be	  a	  nice	  girl	  for	  my	  brother	  (LB1).	  Then,	  
there	  was	  a	  church	  carnival	  (or	  social	  function)	  and	  
that	  is	  where	  they	  met.	  Probably,	  Uncle	  Joe	  was	  
there	  and	  he	  probably	  said,	  “Hey	  Larry,	  this	  is	  the	  
girl	  I	  was	  telling	  you	  about.”	  Not	  sure	  what	  year	  
they	  met	  but	  they	  were	  married	  in	  August	  1921.	  	  	  
	  
My	  mother	  was	  a	  college	  graduate,	  which	  was	  
unusual	  in	  those	  days	  (see	  graduation	  photo).	  
	  

Marcey	  

1917c	   	   	   FAMILY	   LB1	  was	  one	  of	  the	  first	  of	  one	  of	  the	  first	  people	  to	  
own	  a	  car	  in	  Rockland	  County.	  	  –PQ	  
	  
	  

PQ	  141219-‐006	  
–	  3:09	  	  
	  
PHOTO	  with	  
brother	  George	  
in	  car	  
	  

1917	  
	  

3	   4	   EVENTS	   Woodrow	  Wilson	  inaugurated	  as	  President	  for	  a	  
second	  term.	  
	  

Rockland	  
County	  
Messenger	  –	  
January	  10,	  
1918	  
	  

1917	   11	   11	   EVENTS	   United	  States	  enters	  World	  War	  I	  
	  

	  

1918	   	   	   EVENTS	   World	  War	  I	  ends	  
	  

	  

1918	   	   	   EVENTS	   We	  all	  had	  influenza	  and	  it	  was	  a	  serious	  strain	  that	  
carried	  off	  a	  great	  number	  of	  people	  
	  

	  

1918	   1	   10	   EVENTS	   Autoing	  on	  the	  ice!	  -‐	  Haverstraw	  
This	  was	  the	  first	  winter	  since	  1911	  that	  the	  river	  
had	  frozen	  over	  strong	  enough	  to	  e	  crossed	  by	  
autos.	  	  
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James	  Morrissey,	  secretary	  of	  the	  Local	  Exemption	  
Board	  (The	  Draft	  Board	  of	  the	  First	  World	  War)	  
who	  had	  been	  watching	  the	  increasing	  thickness	  of	  
the	  ice	  with	  a	  most	  critical	  eye	  from	  the	  window	  of	  
the	  Elks	  Club,	  then	  located	  on	  First	  Street.	  
	  
On	  Sunday	  morning,	  he	  decided	  to	  carry	  out	  his	  
determination	  to	  be	  the	  first	  automobile	  on	  the	  
river	  and	  invited	  Chief	  Ford	  to	  accompany	  him	  in	  
his	  Ford	  runabout	  as	  he	  went	  on	  the	  ice	  and	  they	  
crossed	  to	  Croton	  and	  returned.	  	  
	  
Others	  quickly	  followed	  Mr.	  Morrissey’s	  lead	  and	  in	  
the	  afternoon	  a	  number	  of	  machines	  were	  seen	  
dodging	  around	  on	  the	  ice.	  
	  

1918	   10	   12	   EVENTS	   Women	  Vote	  in	  Rockland.	  	  
The	  first	  of	  two	  registration	  days	  in	  Rockland	  
County	  for	  women	  to	  declare	  their	  right	  to	  vote	  was	  
on	  October	  12.	  However,	  the	  male	  framers	  of	  the	  
election	  law	  made	  one	  concession	  to	  the	  women	  
that	  they	  have	  not	  granted	  to	  the	  male	  elector.	  A	  
man	  must	  tell	  his	  correct	  age.	  A	  woman	  does	  not	  
have	  to	  tell	  how	  old	  she	  is	  if	  she	  is	  more	  than	  thirty.	  
For	  months,	  the	  political	  leadership	  worried	  about	  
the	  age	  question.	  	  They	  appreciated	  the	  
sensitiveness	  of	  women	  who	  had	  passed	  the	  thirty	  
mark,	  and	  who	  still	  clung	  tenderly	  to	  the	  birthday	  
that	  had	  passed	  years	  and	  years	  ago	  when	  asked	  
how	  old	  they	  were.	  They	  also	  wished	  to	  save	  a	  good	  
many	  from	  perjury.	  So,	  the	  election	  officials	  decided	  
that	  it	  would	  be	  sufficient	  for	  women	  who	  had	  
passed	  the	  first	  score	  and	  ten	  of	  her	  life	  to	  say	  that	  
she	  was	  more	  than	  thirty	  	  –	  Rockland	  County	  Times,	  
October	  1,	  1918	  
	  

Rockland	  
County	  Times,	  
October	  1,	  
1918	  
	  
Rockland	  
County	  Century	  
of	  History;	  
Edited	  by	  Linda	  
Zimmermann;	  
Published	  by	  
the	  HSRC;	  2002	  
	  

1920s	   	   	   EVENTS	   AK	  was	  raised	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  and	  lived	  at	  35	  
Commerce	  Street;	  Spring	  Valley	  when	  he	  was	  age	  4	  
and	  started	  At	  St	  Joseph's	  school.	  Graduated	  form	  
the	  first	  class	  in	  1935.	  Dunlop	  family	  that	  owned	  the	  
Dunlop	  Silk	  Mill	  owned	  our	  home	  on	  Commerce.	  My	  
father	  worked	  as	  the	  night	  fireman	  there.	  	  
	  
Early	  memories:	  At	  that	  time	  we	  lived	  there,	  
Commerce	  Street	  was	  a	  dirt	  road	  and	  the	  grader	  use	  
to	  come	  by	  to	  scrape	  the	  street	  on	  Commerce	  Street.	  
	  

140908-‐AK	  
(13:20)	  Spring	  
Valley	  

1920	   	   	   BLAUVELT	   In	  1920,	  Elmer	  Blauvelt,	  President	  of	  the	  Comfort	  
Coal	  &	  Lumber	  Company,	  still	  resided	  on	  Grove	  
Street,	  Oradell,	  with	  his	  wife,	  Margaret,	  daughter	  
Anne,	  aged	  28,	  and	  son	  Hiram	  B.	  Blauvelt,	  aged	  22.	  
Mr.	  Blauvelt	  was	  born	  in	  Macksburg,	  Washington	  
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County,	  Ohio	  on	  November	  18,	  1866,	  the	  son	  of	  
James	  C.	  Blauvelt	  and	  Eliza	  Ann	  Zabriskie.	  He	  
married	  Margaret	  Demarest	  Bellis,	  daughter	  of	  
Hiram	  H.	  Bellis	  (1842-‐1910)	  and	  Maria	  Ann	  
Demarest	  (1844-‐1920),	  at	  Copper	  Hill,	  Bergen	  
County,	  on	  January	  16,	  1889.	  According	  to	  the	  1930	  
census,	  Elmer	  and	  Margaret	  Demarest	  Blauvelt	  
resided	  in	  the	  shingle	  mansion	  on	  Kinderkamack	  
Road	  with	  their	  daughter	  Anne,	  aged	  38	  years,	  and	  
son	  Hiram	  B.	  Blauvelt,	  aged	  32	  years,	  who	  was	  the	  
Vice-‐President	  of	  the	  Comfort	  Coal	  &	  Lumber	  
Company.	  Elmer	  Blauvelt	  died	  April	  18,	  1938.	  
	  

1920	   1	   	   EVENTS	   The	  18th	  Amendment	  is	  ratified,	  banning	  the	  sale,	  
manufacture,	  and	  transport	  of	  alcoholic	  beverages;	  
the	  beginning	  of	  Prohibition	  
	  

	  

1920s	   7	   4	   EVENTS	   Letchworth	  Village	  had	  an	  annual	  parade;	  then	  
fireworks	  afterward;	  
	  

RK	  interview	  	  

1920	   8	   19	   EVENTS	   The	  19th	  Amendment	  passes,	  allowing	  women	  the	  
right	  to	  vote	  for	  the	  first	  time	  in	  national	  elections.	  
	  
In	  1920,	  the	  19th	  amendment	  gave	  woman	  the	  right	  
to	  vote,	  and	  there	  was	  a	  great	  deal	  of	  discussion	  as	  
to	  whether	  or	  not	  this	  was	  a	  wise	  move	  on	  the	  part	  
of	  Congress.	  Most	  men	  believed	  the	  amendment	  was	  
a	  big	  mistake,	  and	  in	  those	  days	  of	  the	  double	  
standard,	  most	  of	  the	  wives	  agreed	  to	  keep	  peace	  in	  
the	  family.	  Only	  some	  of	  the	  strong-‐minded	  single	  
ladies	  who	  were	  earning	  their	  own	  living	  had	  the	  
courage	  to	  express	  their	  approval	  of	  the	  
amendment.	  	  
	  
–	  Growing	  up	  in	  Changing	  Times:	  	  
Memories	  of	  Elizabeth	  Knapp	  Anderson	  
	  

Rockland	  
County	  Century	  
of	  History;	  
Edited	  by	  Linda	  
Zimmermann;	  
Published	  by	  
the	  HSRC;	  2002	  
	  

1921c	   3	   	   EVENTS	   Hillary	  Hunt,	  at	  age	  21,	  went	  to	  work	  for	  Allison	  Ver	  
Valen	  in	  Haverstraw	  and	  worked	  there	  until	  his	  80s	  
and	  hardly	  missed	  a	  day	  of	  work.	  He	  estimated	  
quotes	  for	  customers	  from	  blueprints	  they	  provided	  
and	  it	  was	  said	  that	  he	  could	  estimate	  down	  to	  the	  
last	  nail.	  He	  then	  did	  continued	  to	  do	  the	  books	  at	  
home	  until	  age	  84,	  when	  General	  Lumber	  bought	  
them	  out.	  
	  
Has	  Allison	  VerValen	  brick	  &	  apron	  &	  stapler	  
Mae	  Farris	  	  
	  

Audio	  
interview	  with	  
Mae	  Farris,	  
daughter	  of	  
Hillary	  Hunt	  
150512)	  
	  

1921	   3	   4	   EVENTS	   Warren	  G.	  Harding	  inaugurated	  President	  
	  

	  

1921	   3	   7	   EVENTS	   Dr.	  Ernst	  Lederle	  becomes	  ill,	  attempting	  to	  reduce	   Honoring	  Our	  
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his	  weight	  by	  a	  rigorous	  diet.	  He	  enters	  Interpines	  
Sanitorium	  in	  Goshen,	  NY,	  where	  he	  dies	  from	  
septicemia	  on	  March	  7,	  1921.	  
	  

Heritage	  

1921	   7?	   ?	   EVENTS	   In	  the	  summer,	  Franklin	  D.	  Roosevelt	  is	  stricken	  
with	  polio	  at	  age	  39.	  (FDR	  does	  not	  reveal	  or	  speak	  
of	  it	  publicly	  for	  almost	  the	  next	  20	  year.	  See	  March	  
1945)	  
	  

	  

1921	   07	   31	   EVENTS	   AK	  as	  born:	  July	  21,	  1921	  -‐	  Born	  at	  Suffern	  Hospital	  
(before	  Good	  Sam).	  When	  born,	  I	  had	  lock	  jaw.	  Old	  
Suffern	  Hospital:	  turn	  left	  at	  corner	  with	  Chase?	  
Bank,	  you'd	  run	  right	  into	  the	  hospital.	  
	  

140908_001	  

1921	   08	   10	   FAMILY	   Laurence	  Beckerle	  became	  a	  resident	  of	  Spring	  
Valley	  in	  1912	  when	  he	  took	  over	  the	  management	  
of	  the	  Spring	  Valley	  Comfort	  Coal	  &	  Lumber	  
Company,	  located	  on	  Central	  Avenue.	  	  	  
[Near	  RR	  Commerce	  St.	  –	  Chestnut	  St.]	  
(Rockland	  Leader	  and	  OTown	  Telegraph)	  
	  
LB1	  married	  Ellen	  Catherine	  McEntegart	  on	  
August	  10,	  1921	  
	  
Built	  house	  at	  71	  S.	  Madison	  Spring	  Valley	  in	  1910	  
or	  1921	  when	  he	  married?	  This	  article	  from	  the	  
OTown	  Telegraph	  says	  LB	  came	  to	  SValley	  in	  1912.	  
We	  believe	  he	  built	  the	  S.	  Madison	  home	  in	  1921-‐22	  
after	  he	  was	  married.	  	  
	  
QUESTION	  for	  SB:	  Did	  LB	  purchase	  the	  lot	  on	  S.	  
Madison	  earlier	  than	  1921..	  in	  1910	  or	  1912?	  
	  
	  
	  

OTown	  
Telegraph:	  
1940-‐
MAR15_PG1	  
	  
LB1	  moved	  to	  
SVALLEY	  in	  
1912	  but	  did	  
not	  build	  the	  
house	  on	  S.	  
Madison	  until	  
after	  he	  
married	  in	  
1921	  correct?	  
	  

1921	   8	   10	   FAMILY	   LB1	  (33)	  married	  Ellen	  Catherine	  McEntegart	  of	  
Blauvelt.	  Rented	  a	  house	  on	  Kinderkamack	  Road,	  
Hillsdale,	  NJ,	  while	  he	  was	  building	  the	  house	  on	  
Madison	  Ave	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  (1922?):	  LB1	  was	  
working	  a	  lot	  in	  Hackensack	  at	  that	  time	  because	  
that	  was	  the	  HQ	  of	  Comfort	  Coal	  &	  Lumber.	  LB1	  was	  
always	  going	  to	  Hackensack.	  (See:	  August	  1922)	  
	  
Note:	  Over	  the	  next	  two	  years,	  two	  children	  were	  
born,	  a	  girl	  and	  a	  boy,	  and	  both	  died	  as	  infants.	  	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Comfort	  Coal,	  which	  was	  located	  where	  the	  
Rite	  Aid	  strip	  mall	  is	  now	  on	  Anderson	  St	  in	  
Hackensack,	  was	  destroyed	  in	  a	  massive	  blaze	  in	  the	  
50s.	  
	  
Please	  verify	  when	  LB1	  built	  the	  home	  on	  S.	  

Marcey	  
interview	  
150225	  
	  
QUESTION:	  
Pete’s	  note	  
says	  he	  built	  S.	  
Madison	  
house	  built	  in	  
1910	  
	  
Note:	  Pete	  says	  
that	  LB	  had	  
some	  kind	  of	  
bachelor	  party	  
before	  the	  
wedding	  that	  
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Madison.	  
I	  thought	  when	  he	  LB1	  and	  Catherine	  were	  
married.	  
	  

involved	  a	  pony	  
and	  hiding	  out.	  
Pete	  says	  will	  
ask	  Marcey.	  
	  

1921	   12	   29	   EVENTS	   While	  LB1	  and	  Ellen	  Catherine	  McEntegart	  were	  
waiting	  for	  their	  home	  to	  be	  built	  o	  Spring	  Valley,	  an	  
armed	  gunman	  attempts	  to	  rob	  the	  First	  National	  
Bank	  of	  Pearl	  River	  just	  after	  Christmas,	  on	  
Thursday,	  December	  29	  at	  12	  noon.	  The	  assistant	  
cashier,	  James	  Moore	  and	  bank	  clerk,	  Siegfried	  Butz,	  
were	  both	  killed	  as	  the	  robber	  escaped	  through	  a	  
rear	  window	  without	  any	  cash.	  
	  

Pearl	  River	  

1922	   	   	   	   Comfort	  Coal	  &	  Lumber	  was	  on	  Franklin	  Street	  
(Building	  is	  still	  there)…	  where	  Christophers	  is	  
now..	  right	  across	  the	  street	  from	  where	  Beckerle	  is	  
now	  on	  Lawrence	  Street	  in	  that	  little	  triangle	  off	  of	  
Church	  Street.	  (Lawrence	  Street).	  
	  
They	  would	  dump	  their	  coal	  into	  a	  large	  open	  pit	  
and	  deliver	  it	  from	  there.	  	  
	  

AG	  150227	  	  

1922c	   8?	   ?	   FAMILY	   LB1	  builds	  the	  family	  home	  on	  S	  Madison	  
Avenue,	  Spring	  Valley,	  NY;	  	  
	  
South	  Madison	  Avenue	  was	  quite	  the	  place	  to	  live.	  	  
AG	  150227	  
	  

Marcey	  
interview	  
150212	  	  
	  

1923	   	   	   FAMILY	   Beckerles	  very	  involved	  in	  helping	  to	  start	  St	  
Margaret’s	  Catholic	  Church	  in	  Pearl	  River	  (est.	  
1923)	  
	  

SB	  

1923	   	   	   EVENTS	   No	  man	  has	  ever	  done	  more	  for	  Spring	  Valley	  than	  
Edwin	  Gould.	  No	  reasonable	  request	  for	  aid	  made	  
on	  behalf	  of	  any	  Spring	  Valley	  institution	  was	  
turned	  down	  by	  him.	  The	  Edwin	  Gould	  Foundation,	  
incorporated	  in	  1923	  by	  a	  special	  act	  of	  the	  New	  
York	  Legislature	  and	  endowed	  by	  Edwin	  Gould,	  
established	  Lakeside	  School	  for	  girls	  and	  the	  
Kingsland	  Industrial	  School	  for	  boys,	  both	  situated	  
in	  South	  Main	  Street	  in	  Spring	  Valley.	  
	  

Random	  Notes	  
of	  Rockland	  

1923	   2	   7?	   SVALLEY	  
	  

LB1	  attends	  the	  Northeaster	  Lumbermen’s	  
Association	  Convention	  in	  Pennsylvania.	  The	  
Evening	  World	  newspaper	  ran	  a	  story	  describing	  
some	  of	  the	  people	  who	  attended	  and	  the	  
conversations	  that	  were	  heard	  on	  the	  floor	  of	  the	  
convention	  among	  the	  some	  2,000	  coal	  and	  lumber	  
dealers	  who	  attended.	  	  
	  
The	  article	  carried	  a	  caricature	  and	  description	  of	  

New	  York	  
World,	  FEB	  
1923	  
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some	  of	  the	  2,000	  convention	  attendees	  –	  all	  major	  
players	  in	  the	  lumber	  and	  coal	  business.	  	  The	  
following	  is	  a	  description	  of	  Larry	  Beckerle:	  
	  
“Larry	  Beckerle,	  the	  lumber	  and	  coal	  king	  of	  Spring	  
Valley,	  was	  on	  hand	  from	  start	  to	  finish.	  He	  knew	  
everyone	  and	  he	  made	  sure	  that	  they	  knew	  the	  rest	  
of	  the	  crowd.	  He	  divided	  his	  time	  between	  the	  18th	  
floor	  and	  room	  “1743,”	  whew	  he	  went	  to	  change	  
collars.	  He	  was	  the	  live	  wire	  of	  the	  convention	  who	  
was	  everywhere	  at	  once.”	  
	  
–	  The	  Evening	  World,	  February	  (7,	  14,	  21)1923	  
	  

1923	   4	   28	   FAMILY	   Joan	  Beckerle	  born	  
	  

	  

1924	   	   	   EVENTS	   We	  had	  a	  silk	  mill	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  that	  went	  out	  
during	  the	  Depression	  and	  partially	  due	  to	  the	  
invention	  of	  Rayon	  in	  1924.	  	  Rayon	  was	  the	  first	  
man-‐made	  fiber.	  It	  was	  developed	  and	  marketed	  by	  
DuPont	  and	  it	  transformed	  the	  textile	  industry.	  
People	  could	  get	  it	  cheaper	  and	  easier	  to	  get	  and	  
make	  than	  to	  import	  silk.	  	  
	  

RK	  interview;	  
DuPont	  history	  

1924	   1	   27	   FAMILY	   Anne	  Beckerle	  was	  born	  	  
Note:	  	  Anne,	  died	  at	  age	  6,	  on	  November	  24,	  1930,	  
only	  2	  weeks	  after	  Pete	  was	  born.	  *	  	  

PHOTO:	  Child	  
photos	  of	  Ann,	  
Joan,	  Mary	  
Alice.	  Pete	  
(from	  Marcey)	  
	  

1925	   	   	   EVENTS	   The	  Silk	  Mill	  was	  still	  active.	  Both	  my	  parents	  
worked	  there.	  My	  father	  was	  a	  winder	  and	  my	  
mother	  was	  a	  weaver.	  They	  ran	  those	  machines.	  
When	  it	  closed	  down.	  When	  I	  was	  12	  years	  old,	  I	  
used	  to	  bring	  my	  father	  lunch	  1933-‐1935).	  The	  silk	  
mill	  had	  tremendous	  generators	  if	  the	  power	  went	  
off	  they	  could	  still	  run	  the	  mill.	  My	  father	  manned	  
the	  fires	  there	  when	  they	  closed	  down.	  They	  closed	  
about	  1935	  and	  moved	  to	  their	  mill	  in	  Paterson.	  
After	  Commerce	  Street	  we	  lived	  at	  85	  West	  Street.	  
My	  mother	  scrubbed	  floors	  the,	  waited	  on	  tables	  for	  
50	  cents	  a	  day.	  -‐AK	  
	  

140908-‐AK	  
(20:26)	  Spring	  
Valley	  

1925c	   	   	   EVENTS	   Sears	  offered	  a	  home	  that	  could	  be	  ordered	  from	  
their	  catalog	  and	  you	  could	  build	  it	  yourself.	   Sears	  
Catalog	  Homes	  (sold	  as	  Sears	  Modern	  Homes)	  were	  
kit	  houses	  sold	  primarily	  through	  mail	  order	  by	  
Sears,	  Roebuck	  and	  Company,	  an	  American	  retailer.	  
Sears	  reported	  that	  more	  than	  70,000	  of	  these	  
homes	  were	  sold	  in	  North	  America	  between	  1908	  
and	  1940.[1]	  More	  than	  370	  different	  home	  designs	  
in	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  styles	  and	  sizes	  were	  offered	  over	  

Wiki	  
	  
Isi	  
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the	  program's	  32-‐year	  history.	  
	  
The	  building	  of	  houses	  in	  America	  prior	  to	  World	  
War	  II	  reached	  its	  peak	  in	  1925,	  but	  Sears	  home	  
offerings	  would	  continue	  to	  expand	  through	  1929,	  
the	  year	  of	  the	  great	  crash	  of	  the	  stock	  market.	  	  The	  
1930′s	  brought	  the	  first	  losses	  after	  nineteen	  
consecutive	  years	  of	  profitability.	  
	  

1925	   3	   4	   EVENTS	  
	  

Calvin	  Coolidge	  inaugurated	  President	   PHOTO:	  Calvin	  
Coolidge	  
	  

1926	   	   	   EVENTS	   The	  Atwood	  mansion	  (Oradell,	  NJ)	  was	  sold	  to	  
Elmer	  Blauvelt,	  (1926)	  who	  renamed	  it	  “Bluefield,”	  
which	  is	  the	  English	  meaning	  of	  “Blauvelt.”	  Elmer	  
Blauvelt	  (1866-‐1938)	  and	  his	  son,	  Hiram	  Bellis	  
Demarest	  Blauvelt	  (1887-‐1957)	  were	  scions	  of	  the	  
prominent	  Dutch	  Demarest	  and	  Blauvelt	  families,	  
who	  had	  been	  living	  in	  Bergen	  County	  since	  the	  17th	  
century.	  	  
	  

Wiki	  

1927	   	   	   EVENTS	   First	  talking	  movie,	  The	  Jazz	  Singer	  
	  

	  

1927	  
	  

	   	   EVENTS	   Lindbergh	  crosses	  the	  Atlantic	   	  

1927	   11	   9	   FAMILY	   Mary	  Alice	  (Marcey)	  Beckerle	  is	  born	  in	  Hackensack	  
Hospital	  She	  is	  named	  after	  her	  grandmother,	  
“Mary,”	  and	  her	  great	  aunt,	  “Alice.”	  (Pete	  born	  same	  
day	  –	  3	  years	  later	  1930).	  
	  

PB	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Marcey	  
as	  baby?	  
	  

1928	   	   	   FAMILY	   Joe	  Beckerle	  starts	  Beckerle	  &	  Wright	  (and	  later	  
became	  &	  Brown)	  Construction	  based	  in	  Pearl	  
River	  and	  focusing	  on	  underground	  construction:	  
water,	  gas	  and	  sewer	  pipes	  throughout	  Rockland	  
County.	  
	  
From	  Pearl	  River	  Arcadia	  Book:	  	  
One	  of	  Pearl	  River’s	  most	  active	  businesses	  was	  
Wright	  and	  Beckerle	  Engineering	  Company.	  In	  the	  
early	  1920s,	  Jack	  Wright	  ran	  a	  lumber	  firm	  with	  Jack	  
Titus.	  After	  Titus	  ran	  off	  with	  the	  company’s	  money,	  
Wright	  formed	  a	  successful	  partnership	  with	  Joe	  
Beckerle.	  Wright	  and	  Beckerle	  obtained	  several	  
contracts	  for	  Lederle	  Laboratories	  as	  well	  as	  
residential	  and	  commercial	  sewer	  installations.	  
After	  Wright’s	  death	  in	  1948,	  Beckerle	  formed	  a	  
partnership	  of	  Beckerle	  and	  Brown.	  (Jean	  Massaro	  
photo)	  
	  

Ask	  Miriam	  
Beckerle	  Ron’s	  
widow;	  Joe’s	  
father	  in	  law	  
for	  more	  
details	  on	  
Beckerle	  &	  
Brown.	  
	  
PHOTOS:	  Pearl	  
River	  Arcadia	  
book;	  page	  26	  
	  

1928	   	   	   EVENTS	   FDR	  comes	  to	  visit	  Spring	  Valley.	  James	  Farley	  
would	  bring	  him	  to	  Rockland.	  FE	  Crum	  snapshot	  at	  
___	  _Field.	  When	  dignitaries	  came	  to	  town,	  they	  used	  

140908-‐AK	  	  
(Adam	  
Krainak)	  
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to	  have	  a	  parade	  and	  would	  throw	  out	  small	  loaves	  
of	  Silver	  Cup	  bread	  from	  Widman’s	  Bakery	  to	  the	  
people.	  In	  1932,	  FDR	  was	  elected	  president.	  
	  

	  
PHOTO:	  FDR	  at	  
Spring	  Valley	  -‐–	  
YES	  
	  
Pete	  says	  they	  
were	  probably	  
loaves	  baked	  
by	  Widman’s	  
not	  Silver	  Cup.	  
	  

1928	  
	  

	   	   EVENTS	   First	  appearance	  of	  Walt	  Disney’s	  Mickey	  Mouse	  in	  
the	  silent	  cartoon,	  “Plane	  Crazy.”	  
	  

	  

1929	   	   	   EVENTS	   From	  1863	  to	  1935,	  National	  Bank	  Notes	  were	  
issued	  by	  banks	  throughout	  the	  country	  and	  in	  U.S.	  
territories.	  Banks	  with	  a	  federal	  charter	  would	  
deposit	  bonds	  in	  the	  U.S.	  Treasury.	  The	  banks	  then	  
could	  issue	  banknotes	  worth	  up	  to	  90%	  of	  the	  value	  
of	  the	  bonds.	  The	  federal	  government	  would	  back	  
the	  value	  of	  the	  notes	  -‐	  the	  issuance	  of	  which	  
created	  a	  demand	  for	  the	  government	  bonds	  needed	  
to	  back	  them.	  
	  
With	  the	  advent	  of	  small-‐size	  banknotes	  came	  
significant	  design	  changes	  for	  all	  types	  of	  paper	  
currency	  including	  National	  Bank	  Notes.	  As	  a	  result	  
of	  the	  changes,	  each	  denomination	  now	  had	  the	  
same	  portrait	  and,	  except	  for	  minor	  variations,	  the	  
same	  decorative	  features	  that	  would	  characterize	  all	  
types	  of	  United	  States	  currency	  from	  the	  late	  1920s	  
to	  the	  early	  1990s.	  The	  elaborate	  rendition	  of	  the	  
bank's	  name	  was	  omitted	  from	  engraved	  design,	  but	  
was	  now	  simply	  over-‐stamped	  in	  black	  ink,	  just	  
above	  the	  engraved	  lettering	  of	  the	  promise-‐to-‐pay.	  
Similarly,	  the	  issuing	  bank's	  charter	  number	  was	  
omitted	  from	  the	  engraved	  border,	  and	  now	  simply	  
overprinted	  in	  dark	  ink.	  Sometimes	  these	  notes	  are	  
called	  "hometown"	  notes,	  with	  their	  popularity	  
deriving	  from	  the	  wide	  range	  of	  towns	  and	  cities	  
that	  issued	  them.	  
	  
National	  Bank	  Notes	  were	  retired	  as	  a	  currency	  type	  
by	  the	  U.S.	  government	  in	  the	  1930s	  during	  the	  
great	  depression	  as	  currency	  in	  the	  U.S.	  was	  
consolidated	  into	  Federal	  Reserve	  Notes,	  United	  
States	  Notes,	  and	  silver	  certificates	  -‐	  and	  privately	  
issued	  banknotes	  were	  eliminated.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  
Scanned	  image	  
of	  $10	  note	  
from	  National	  
Bank	  of	  Spring	  
Valley,	  NY	  -‐	  YES	  

1929	  
	  

3	   4	   EVENTS	   Herbert	  C.	  Hoover	  inaugurated	  President	   	  

1929	   10	   	   EVENTS	   In	  1929,	  St.	  Margaret’s	  Church,	  built	  of	  wood,	  was	   	  
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burned	  to	  the	  ground	  by	  a	  fire	  that	  was	  started	  with	  
someone	  burning	  leaves.	  It	  was	  rebuilt	  on	  the	  same	  
site	  and	  reopened	  in	  October	  1931.	  (see	  1901)	  
	  
Note:	  Some	  say	  dry	  leaves	  caused	  church	  fire,	  which	  
was	  started	  in	  the	  fall.	  (Sept	  or	  Oct)	  	  
	  
Also:	  Some	  said	  there	  were	  tensions	  between	  St.	  
Margaret’s	  Catholic	  Church	  and	  the	  local	  KKK	  in	  
Pearl	  River	  which	  lead	  to	  the	  burning	  of	  the	  church.	  
The	  KKK	  had	  marched	  in	  full	  regalia	  and	  laid	  a	  
wreath	  for	  Memorial	  Day.	  St.	  Margaret’s	  parish	  was	  
so	  offended	  that	  they	  had	  pulled	  out	  the	  Memorial	  
Day	  until	  the	  1970s.	  Some	  think	  it	  was	  payback	  for	  
not	  marching	  in	  the	  parade	  JC150224-‐	  (14:00)	  
	  

1929	   10	   29	   EVENTS	   On	  October	  29,	  1929,	  Black	  Tuesday	  hit	  Wall	  Street	  
as	  investors	  traded	  some	  16	  million	  shares	  on	  the	  
New	  York	  Stock	  Exchange	  in	  a	  single	  day.	  Billions	  of	  
dollars	  were	  lost,	  wiping	  out	  thousands	  of	  investors.	  	  

In	  the	  1920s,	  there	  was	  a	  rapid	  growth	  in	  bank	  
credit	  and	  loans.	  Encouraged	  by	  the	  strength	  of	  the	  
economy	  people	  felt	  the	  stock	  market	  was	  a	  one-‐
way	  bet.	  Some	  consumers	  had	  borrowed	  to	  buy	  
shares.	  Firms	  took	  out	  more	  loans	  for	  expansion.	  
The	  economic	  crash	  was	  due	  to	  too	  much	  credit	  and	  
lack	  of	  regulation.	  Because	  people	  became	  highly	  
indebted,	  it	  meant	  they	  became	  more	  susceptible	  to	  
a	  change	  in	  confidence.	  When	  that	  change	  of	  
confidence	  came	  in	  1929,	  those	  who	  had	  borrowed	  
were	  particularly	  exposed	  and	  joined	  the	  rush	  to	  
sell	  shares	  and	  try	  and	  redeem	  their	  debts.	  

In	  the	  aftermath	  of	  Black	  Tuesday,	  America	  and	  the	  
rest	  of	  the	  industrialized	  world	  spiraled	  downward	  
into	  the	  Great	  Depression	  (1929-‐39),	  the	  deepest	  
and	  longest-‐lasting	  economic	  downturn	  in	  the	  
history	  of	  the	  Western	  industrialized	  world	  up	  to	  
that	  time.	  

In	  the	  United	  States,	  it	  was	  marked	  by	  widespread	  
unemployment,	  near	  halts	  in	  industrial	  production	  
and	  construction	  and	  a	  90%	  decline	  in	  stock	  prices.	  
By	  1931,	  the	  effects	  were	  widespread.	  Economic	  
issues	  were	  compounded	  by	  a	  drought	  and	  huge	  
dust	  storms	  that	  affected	  farmer’s	  crops	  throughout	  
the	  nation.	  

Many	  city	  dwellers	  lost	  their	  jobs	  and	  their	  homes.	  
People	  came	  home	  from	  work	  to	  find	  their	  doors	  

http://www.hi
story.com	  
	  
www.economic
shelp.org	  
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padlocked	  and	  their	  possessions	  on	  the	  street.	  
President	  Herbert	  Hoover	  was	  viewed	  as	  a	  “do	  
nothing”	  leader	  who	  passed	  along	  responsibility	  for	  
the	  suffering	  to	  underfunded	  local	  governments	  and	  
charities.	  

1930s	   	   	   EVENTS	   When	  Rayon	  came	  out	  it	  put	  the	  silk	  factory	  out	  of	  
business.	  
	  

140908_001-‐
AK	  	  

1930s	   	   	   EVENTS	   We	  had	  a	  car	  and	  drove	  to	  relations	  to	  Tuxedo	  and	  
all	  there	  was	  traffic	  all	  along	  Route	  17	  from	  people	  
returning	  to	  NYC.	  Tuxedo	  to	  Ramapo	  had	  a	  lot	  of	  
traffic	  and	  then	  we	  got	  off	  on	  Route	  59.	  -‐AK	  
	  

140908-‐AK	  
(23:00)	  

1930s	   	   	   EVENTS	   George	  Pepper	  told	  me	  they	  had	  a	  game	  called	  
Rockland	  County	  hide	  and	  go	  seek.	  One	  would	  take	  
off	  with	  their	  car	  and	  the	  others	  would	  then	  go	  and	  
try	  and	  find	  them.	  Many	  rural	  farms.	  	  
	  

RK	  interview	  

1930s	   	   	   EVENTS	   Rachel	  Kaufman's	  husband,	  Harold,	  went	  to	  school	  
at	  the	  Red	  Schoolhouse.	  	  
	  

Photo	  by	  FE	  
Crum	  -‐	  YES	  

1930c	   	   	   SVALLY	   Remembers	  wooden	  sidewalks	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  on	  
Main	  Street;	  Rachel	  Kaufman	  interview	  
	  

RK	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Early	  
downtown	  
SVALLEY	  –	  YES	  
	  	  

1930	  
	  

	   	   EVENTS	   In	  the	  field	  of	  astronomy,	  the	  ninth	  major	  planet.	  
Pluto	  is	  discovered.	  	  
	  

	  

1930	   2	   5	   EVENTS	   Town	  of	  Ramapo	  is	  the	  first	  town	  in	  Rockland	  to	  
adopt	  a	  zoning	  ordinance	  at	  its	  meeting	  held	  on	  
Wednesday,	  February	  5,	  1930.	  A	  Board	  of	  Appeals	  
was	  also	  named	  by	  the	  town,	  as	  required	  by	  the	  
terms	  of	  the	  measure.	  

Random	  Notes	  
On	  Rockland	  
County	  

1930	   2	   9	   EVENTS	   At	  a	  meeting	  of	  the	  medical	  staff	  of	  Good	  Samaritan	  
Hospital,	  held	  at	  the	  hospital	  on	  February	  9,	  1930,	  
the	  question	  of	  a	  new,	  modern	  hospital	  building	  was	  
thoroughly	  discussed.	  

	  

1930	   8	   15	   EVENTS	   The	  residents	  of	  Sandyfields	  hired	  themselves	  to	  the	  
store	  of	  Isaiah	  Jones,	  August	  15,	  1930,	  where	  the	  
Johnsontown	  and	  Sandyfields	  Home	  Defense	  
Committee	  held	  its	  regular	  meeting	  to	  listen	  to	  the	  
reading	  of	  the	  report	  of	  the	  lawyer	  who	  had	  
shouldered	  their	  fight	  for	  the	  preservation	  of	  their	  
homes	  against	  condemnation	  and	  acquisition	  by	  the	  
Palisades	  Interstate	  Park	  Commission.	  
	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  
County	  	  
	  
By:	  Saxby	  
Vouler	  Penfold;	  
Rockland	  
County	  
Historian	  
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1930	   11	   9	   FAMILY	   On	  Mary	  Alice’s	  third	  birthday,	  she	  received	  the	  best	  
birthday	  present	  of	  all	  –	  a	  brother.	  Laurence	  
Thomas	  "Pete"	  Beckerle	  born	  (same	  date	  as	  Aunt	  
Marcey	  3	  years	  earlier).	  She	  thought	  of	  Laurence	  as	  
her	  birthday	  present.	  While	  given	  the	  name	  
“Lawrence,”	  he	  was	  more	  often	  simply	  called	  
“brother”	  around	  the	  house	  until	  he	  was	  confirmed	  
at	  St.	  Joseph’s	  Church	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  and	  took	  the	  
Confirmation	  name,	  Peter.	  From	  then	  on,	  he	  was	  
known	  by	  most	  everyone	  as	  “Pete”	  and	  many	  
friends	  never	  realized	  that	  his	  real	  name	  was	  
Laurence.	  In	  fact,	  when	  many	  years	  later	  he	  met	  and	  
married	  his	  wife	  Denise	  and	  they	  sent	  out	  wedding	  
invitations,	  friends	  were	  surprised	  to	  see	  that	  
Denise	  was	  marrying	  some	  guy	  named	  Laurence.	  
They	  wondered,	  what	  happened	  to	  Pete?	  
	  
Note:	  Joan	  was	  the	  oldest	  of	  the	  three	  children	  –	  
Mary	  Alice	  (Marcey)	  and	  Laurence	  (Pete)	  who	  their	  
parents	  called	  sister	  and	  brother.	  Laurence	  took	  
“Peter”	  when	  he	  was	  confirmed	  at	  St.	  Joseph’s	  
Church	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  and	  from	  then	  on	  everyone	  
called	  him	  “Pete.”	  (people	  never	  realized	  his	  name	  
was	  Laurence)	  -‐	  Marcey	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Early	  
photos	  of	  Joan,	  
Marcey	  and	  
Pete	  as	  kids.	  	  
	  
Aunt	  Marcey	  
150212	  
interview	  

1930	   11	   29	   FAMILY	   Pete's	  sister,	  Anne,	  who	  died	  only	  2	  weeks	  after	  Pete	  
was	  born	  on	  November	  29,	  1930.	  Sister	  died	  when	  
she	  was	  6	  years	  old.	  	  
	  
What	  happened?	  
Ann	  and	  Joan	  went	  into	  Lennox	  Hill	  Hospital,	  NYC	  to	  
get	  their	  tonsils	  taken	  out	  and	  Ann	  never	  came	  
home.	  Since	  she	  died	  around	  Thanksgiving,	  my	  
mother	  was	  always	  very	  upset	  around	  
Thanksgiving.	  It	  was	  very	  sad.	  	  
	  
Note:	  Everyone	  in	  the	  family	  had	  a	  suspicion	  about	  
having	  their	  tonsils	  out	  since	  then.	  
	  
Pete	  was	  just	  born	  November	  9,	  three	  weeks	  (20	  
days)	  earlier.	  So	  mother	  had	  a	  brand	  new	  baby	  at	  
home	  and	  then	  her	  6-‐year-‐old	  child	  dies	  
unexpectedly.	  It	  was	  a	  terrible	  tragedy.	  
	  
I	  can	  remember	  when	  Anne	  was	  laid	  out	  on	  our	  
house.	  I	  was	  very	  little	  (only	  3	  years	  old).	  I	  can	  
remember	  somebody	  lifting	  me	  up	  and	  Anne	  was	  
there,	  surrounded	  by	  flowers.	  I	  can	  still	  remember	  
that.	  Probably	  one	  of	  my	  earliest	  memories	  -‐	  Marcey	  
	  

140825-‐PB	  
(33:00)	  
	  
Marcey	  
interview	  
150212	  
(1:23:30)	  
	  
	  
(1:25:00)	  

1930	   12	   	   EVENTS	   By	  late	  1930,	  17	  families	  built	  a	  shantytown	  in	  NYCs	  
Central	  Park	  and	  called	  it	  Hooverville.	  These	  

Ken	  Burns	  film	  
FDR	  
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settlements	  were	  often	  formed	  on	  empty	  land	  and	  
generally	  consisted	  of	  tents	  and	  small	  shacks.	  They	  
were	  named	  after	  Herbert	  Hoover,	  who	  was	  
President	  of	  the	  United	  States	  during	  the	  onset	  of	  
the	  Depression	  and	  widely	  blamed	  for	  it.	  
	  

1931s	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Envelopes	  were	  addressed	  only	  with	  name	  and	  
Spring	  Valley,	  NY	  and	  it	  was	  delivered.	  
	  

RK	  FE	  Crum	  
collection	  
	  

1931	   	   	   EVENTS	   National	  Recover	  Act.	  Attempt	  by	  government	  to	  
stimulate	  the	  economy	  during	  the	  recession.	  Just	  
before	  WWII.	  Also	  the	  Civilian	  Conservation	  Corps	  
(CCC)	  
	  

RK	  interview	  

1931	  
	  

	   	   PEARL	  RIVER	   Pearl	  River	  resident,	  Mae	  Questel,	  is	  the	  voice	  for	  
Max	  Fleischer’s	  Betty	  Boop,	  one	  of	  the	  most	  well-‐
known	  and	  popular	  cartoon	  characters	  in	  the	  world.	  

	  

1931	   	   	   EVENTS	   In	  1931,	  Congress	  appropriated	  $470,000	  for	  post	  
offices	  in	  Rockland	  County.	  The	  sum	  included	  
$150,000	  for	  the	  new	  Nyack	  Post	  Office,	  $75,000	  for	  
the	  new	  post	  office	  in	  Haverstraw,	  $70,000	  for	  Pearl	  
River,	  $85,000	  for	  Spring	  Valley,	  and	  $90,000	  for	  
Suffern.	  
	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  

1931	   3	   3	   EVENTS	   "The	  Star-‐Spangled	  Banner"	  was	  made	  the	  US	  
National	  Anthem	  by	  a	  congressional	  resolution	  on	  
March	  3,	  1931	  
	  

Wiki	  

1932s	   	   	   	   For	  a	  birthday	  we	  went	  to	  Brown’s	  Soda	  Shop	  and	  
the	  movies.	  That	  was	  the	  greatest	  birthday	  party.	  
Browns	  Soda	  Shop	  was	  the	  place	  to	  go	  on	  Main	  
Street.	  	  (one	  of	  three	  ice	  cream	  shops).	  
	  

RK	  interview	  

1932c	   	   	   SVALLEY	   During	  that	  summer,	  a	  little	  later	  on,	  we	  had	  a	  
village	  ordinance	  that	  woman	  were	  not	  allowed	  to	  
wear	  shorts	  on	  Main	  Street	  in	  town.	  I	  could	  still	  
wear	  shorts.	  Girls	  could	  wear	  them	  until	  they	  were	  
12	  years	  old.	  I	  was	  sitting	  up	  in	  the	  studio	  looking	  
out	  the	  window	  down	  on	  Main	  Street	  with	  the	  
window	  open	  and	  some	  city	  visitors	  who	  came	  to	  
Main	  Street	  were	  wearing	  shorts.	  Bake	  Zeisner	  the	  
cop	  came	  to	  them	  and	  told	  them	  that	  they	  had	  to	  go	  
back	  and	  change	  into	  slacks	  or	  skirts.	  
	  

RK	  interview	  

1932s	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Spring	  Valley:	  When	  we	  went	  to	  the	  shoe	  store,	  we	  
always	  went	  to	  Malewski’s	  Shoe	  Store.	  He	  had	  
ladders	  on	  wheels	  to	  reach	  the	  upper	  shelves	  and	  it	  
was	  fascinating	  to	  get	  your	  shoes	  there	  and	  his	  
father	  still	  repaired	  shoes	  and	  built	  up	  the	  business.	  	  
	  
Later	  Tony	  Milewski	  became	  or	  Town	  Mayor.	  
During	  the	  war,	  he	  was	  our	  mayor	  and	  is	  partly	  

RK	  interview	  
	  
PHOTO:	  1930s-‐
1940s	  
downtown	  
Spring	  Valley?	  –	  	  
	  
Geo	  will	  check	  
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responsible	  for	  the	  Memorial	  Park	  in	  Spring	  Valley.	  
Milewski	  did	  a	  lot	  for	  the	  village.	  His	  family	  grew	  up	  
on	  Madison	  Ave.	  
	  

with	  L	  Kigler;	  
Bob	  Knight	  
	  

1932	   	   	   EVENTS	   Farley	  was	  the	  campaign	  manager	  for	  New	  York	  
State	  politician	  Alfred	  E.	  Smith's	  1922	  gubernatorial	  
campaign	  and	  Franklin	  D.	  Roosevelt's	  1928	  and	  
1930	  gubernatorial	  campaigns,	  as	  well	  as	  FDR's	  
Presidential	  campaigns	  of	  1932	  and	  1936.	  Farley	  
predicted	  large	  landslides	  in	  both,	  and	  
revolutionized	  the	  use	  of	  polling,	  and	  polling	  data.	  
He	  was	  responsible	  for	  pulling	  together	  the	  New	  
Deal	  Coalition	  of	  Catholics,	  labor	  unions,	  African	  
Americans,	  and	  farmers	  for	  FDR.	  Farley,	  and	  the	  
administration's	  patronage	  machine	  he	  presided	  
over,	  helped	  to	  fuel	  the	  social	  and	  infrastructure	  
programs	  of	  the	  New	  Deal.	  Farley	  opposed	  Franklin	  
Roosevelt	  breaking	  the	  two-‐term	  tradition	  of	  the	  
presidency,	  and	  broke	  with	  Roosevelt	  on	  that	  issue	  
in	  1940.	  
	  

	  

1932	   2	   22	   SVALLEY	   We	  celebrated	  the	  anniversary	  Bicentennial	  of	  
Washington’s	  birth.	  	  Not	  just	  Spring	  Valley	  but	  the	  
whole	  county.	  But	  the	  celebration	  was	  going	  to	  
happen	  at	  Spring	  Valley	  High	  School	  field.	  Various	  
schools	  and	  groups	  put	  on	  a	  program.	  I	  was	  10	  
years	  old	  and	  was	  to	  be	  a	  colonial	  girl	  in	  colonial	  
dress	  and	  I	  took	  part	  in	  the	  threading	  of	  the	  
maypole.	  My	  mother	  made	  me	  a	  colonial	  dress.	  
	  

RK	  interview	  

1932	  
	  

11	   8	   EVENTS	   On	  July	  2,	  1932,	  Franklin	  D.	  Roosevelt	  won	  the	  
Democratic	  nomination	  and	  campaigned	  on	  a	  
platform	  of	  helping	  the	  forgotten	  man	  at	  the	  bottom	  
of	  the	  economic	  pyramid.	  After	  FDR	  was	  elected	  
President	  on	  November	  8,	  he	  offered	  and	  Congress	  
passed	  a	  series	  of	  emergency	  economic	  recovery	  
measures	  that	  came	  to	  characterize	  his	  promise	  of	  a	  
“New	  Deal”	  for	  the	  American	  people.	  	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Wiki	  
	  
Source:	  
www.newyork
1930s.com	  
	  

1933c	   	   	   SVALLEY	   We	  had	  a	  silk	  mill	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  that	  went	  out	  
during	  the	  Great	  Depression	  and	  partially	  due	  to	  the	  
invention	  of	  Rayon.	  	  People	  could	  get	  it	  cheaper	  and	  
easier	  to	  get	  and	  make	  than	  to	  import	  silk.	  	  
	  

RK	  interview	  

1933	   	   	   FAMILY	   Blauvelt	  wanted	  all	  the	  cars	  to	  be	  white	  and	  LB1	  
said	  that	  is	  ridiculous.	  They	  would	  come	  along	  with	  
these	  corporate	  concepts	  and	  LB1	  maybe	  did	  not	  
agree.	  (for	  example).	  	  
	  
LB1	  was	  almost	  like	  a	  politician.	  He	  knew	  James	  
Farley	  and	  they	  were	  very	  friendly.	  Farley,	  born	  in	  
Grassy	  Point,	  became	  FDR’s	  US	  Postmaster	  General	  

140825-‐PB	  
(55:00)	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Beckerle	  Lumber	  Timeline	  –	  DRAFT	   	   Updated:	  7/7/2015	  

	  
SUN	  STUDIOS	  DESIGN	  •	  Marketing	  &	  Media	  Communications	  •	  info@sunstudiosdesign.com	  •	  845-‐429-‐2020	  	   #35	  
	  	  

in	  1933.	  	  
	  

	  
(56:30)	  
	  

1933	   3	   4	   EVENTS	   Franklin	  Delano	  Roosevelt	  Inauguration;	  	  
15	  million	  unemployed	  (1/4	  to	  1/3	  of	  the	  nation)	  
It	  was	  the	  third	  year	  of	  the	  Great	  Depression	  
5,000	  banks	  failed.	  9	  million	  savings	  accounts	  wiped	  
out.	  Will	  it	  ever	  end?	  The	  country	  was	  depressed	  
and	  FDRs	  great	  smile	  gave	  the	  people	  hope.	  
	  

Photo:	  Library	  
of	  Congress	  
Great	  
Depression;	  
New	  Deal;	  NRA	  
	  

1933	   3	   5	   FAMILY	   LB1	  and	  Ellen	  took	  their	  5-‐year	  old	  daughter,	  Mary	  
Alice	  to	  Florida.	  A	  few	  days	  later,	  LB1	  was	  called	  
back	  home	  to	  New	  York	  because	  FDR	  declared	  a	  
bank	  holiday.	  Ellen	  and	  Mary	  Alice	  stayed	  in	  Florida.	  
	  

Marcey	  Autobio	  

1933	   3	   9	   EVENTS	   The	  Emergency	  Banking	  Act	  (the	  official	  title	  of	  
which	  was	  the	  Emergency	  Banking	  Relief	  Act)	  
was	  a	  4-‐day	  banking	  holiday	  that	  was	  introduced	  to	  
Congress	  on	  March	  9,	  1933	  in	  an	  attempt	  to	  restore	  
confidence	  in	  the	  nation's	  banking	  system	  and	  
stabilize	  the	  economy.	  	  
	  
The	  new	  law	  passed	  later	  that	  same	  evening	  by	  the	  
US	  Congress	  amid	  an	  atmosphere	  of	  fear	  and	  
uncertainty	  as	  over	  100	  new	  democratic	  members	  
swept	  into	  power,	  determined	  to	  take	  radical	  steps	  
to	  correct	  banking	  failures	  and	  other	  economic	  
issues.	  
	  
	  The	  EBA	  was	  one	  of	  President	  Roosevelt's	  first	  
projects	  in	  the	  100	  days.	  The	  sense	  of	  urgency	  was	  
such	  that	  the	  act	  was	  passed	  with	  only	  a	  single	  copy	  
available	  on	  the	  floor	  of	  the	  House	  of	  
Representatives	  and	  legislators	  voted	  on	  it	  after	  the	  
bill	  was	  read	  aloud	  to	  them.	  This	  allowed	  an	  
emergency	  four-‐day	  bank	  holiday	  and	  combined	  
with	  the	  Federal	  Reserve’s	  commitment	  to	  supply	  
unlimited	  amounts	  of	  currency	  to	  reopened	  banks,	  
created	  de	  facto	  100	  percent	  deposit	  insurance.	  	  
	  
During	  this	  period	  on	  one	  was	  able	  to	  take	  any	  
money	  out	  of	  the	  bank	  and	  no	  one	  could	  deposit	  any	  
money	  into	  the	  bank.	  
	  

Wiki	  
	  
PHOTO:	  $10	  
paper	  dollar	  
bill	  from	  
SVBank	  (Pete)	  -‐	  
YES	  

1933	   3	   12	   EVENTS	   FDR	  broadcasts	  the	  first	  Presidential	  fireside	  chats	  
(explain)	  -‐	  use	  some	  excerpts	  and	  quotes.	  
	  
Because	  of	  the	  new	  medium	  of	  radio,	  his	  voice	  was	  
transported	  in	  the	  living	  rooms	  of	  almost	  every	  
home	  in	  America.	  	  
	  
During	  the	  1930s,	  well	  before	  the	  advent	  of	  

Wiki	  
	  
PHOTO:	  FDR	  
fireside	  chat	  
(check	  Library	  
of	  Congress)	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Family	  
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television,	  some	  90	  percent	  of	  American	  households	  
owned	  a	  radio.	  Seeing	  the	  potential	  of	  mass	  media	  
to	  communicate	  directly	  and	  intimately	  with	  the	  
public,	  Roosevelt	  would	  give	  around	  30	  total	  radio	  
addresses	  from	  March	  1933	  to	  June	  1944.	  He	  began	  
many	  of	  the	  nighttime	  chats	  with	  the	  greeting	  "My	  
friends,"	  and	  referred	  to	  himself	  as	  "I"	  and	  the	  
American	  people	  as	  "you,"	  as	  if	  addressing	  the	  
listener	  directly	  and	  personally.	  	  
	  
(History	  Channel:	  
http://www.history.com/topics/fireside-‐chats)	  
	  

listening	  to	  
radio	  from	  
1930s	  era	  

1933	   3	   13	   EVENTS	   Much	  to	  everyone’s	  relief,	  when	  the	  institutions	  
reopened	  for	  business	  on	  March	  13,	  1933,	  
depositors	  stood	  in	  line	  to	  return	  their	  stashed	  cash	  
to	  neighborhood	  banks.	  Within	  two	  weeks,	  
Americans	  had	  re-‐deposited	  more	  than	  half	  of	  the	  
currency	  that	  they	  had	  squirreled	  away	  before	  the	  
bank	  suspension.	  The	  stock	  market	  registered	  its	  
approval	  as	  well.	  On	  March	  15,	  1933,	  the	  first	  day	  of	  
stock	  trading	  after	  the	  extended	  closure	  of	  Wall	  
Street,	  the	  New	  York	  Stock	  Exchange	  recorded	  the	  
largest	  one-‐day	  percentage	  price.	  The	  nationwide	  
Bank	  Holiday	  and	  the	  Emergency	  Banking	  Act	  of	  
March	  1933	  ended	  the	  bank	  runs	  that	  had	  plagued	  
the	  Great	  Depression.	  
	  

Wiki	  

1933	   3	   13?	   SVALLEY	   Burns	  &	  LB	  go	  to	  Washington,	  DC	  and	  hired	  Charlie	  
Hawkins	  to	  oversee	  Sandy	  Burns	  (of	  Burns	  Florist	  in	  
Spring	  Valley)	  as	  Chairman	  of	  the	  board	  of	  directors	  
of	  the	  First	  National	  Bank	  of	  Spring	  Valley.	  LB1	  was	  
a	  director	  of	  the	  bank.	  –LB2	  
	  
When	  the	  banks	  closed	  for	  a	  bank	  holiday	  on	  March	  
9,	  Charlie	  Hawkins	  was	  one	  of	  the	  inspectors	  who	  
came	  from	  Washington,	  DC	  (Federal	  Reserve?)	  to	  
inspect	  the	  bank	  to	  see	  that	  the	  bank	  is	  fiscally	  
sound.	  Once	  the	  bank	  reopened,	  Charlie	  Hawkins	  
was	  elected	  president	  of	  the	  bank.	  
	  
LB1	  was	  a	  good	  friend	  of	  Sandy	  Burns	  and	  Charlie	  
Hawkins,	  (a	  real	  operator)	  until	  LB1	  left	  Comfort	  
Coal.	  (According	  to	  Marcey)	  CH	  who	  was	  not	  only	  
auditing	  but	  also	  trying	  to	  influence	  and	  take	  over	  
the	  bank.	  	  
	  

Note:	  	  LB	  &	  
Hawkins	  
friendly	  until	  
LB1	  left	  
Comfort.	  
Comfort	  was	  
major	  customer	  
of	  Bank.	  
Hawkins	  sided	  
with	  Comfort.	  
Major	  split	  
	  
Reconcilde	  at	  
Mrs.	  Hawkins	  
death.	  
(wives	  were	  
friendly)	  -‐	  PB	  
	  

1933	   3	   22	   EVENTS	   President	  Franklin	  Roosevelt	  signed	  into	  law	  the	  
Cullen–Harrison	  Act,	  legalizing	  beer	  with	  an	  alcohol	  
content	  of	  3.2	  percent	  (by	  weight)	  and	  wine	  of	  a	  
similarly	  low	  alcohol	  content	  to	  take	  affect	  on	  April	  
7,	  1933,	  within	  about	  one	  year	  after	  FDR	  became	  
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president.	  Dec	  5,	  1933	  -‐	  Later	  18th	  amendment	  was	  
repealed	  and	  prohibition	  came	  to	  an	  end.	  
	  

1933	   4	   	   SVALLEY	   In	  Depression	  times,	  the	  banks	  closed.	  It	  was	  a	  hard	  
time.	  We	  had	  tramps	  come	  around.	  They	  were	  not	  
malicious	  but	  were	  looking	  for	  food	  and	  work	  to	  do.	  
One	  day	  a	  man	  came	  and	  asked	  my	  mother	  if	  there	  
was	  some	  work	  he	  could	  do.	  She	  had	  him	  do	  some	  
work	  in	  the	  yard	  and	  when	  he	  was	  finished,	  he	  
asked	  if	  he	  could	  have	  a	  basin	  of	  hot	  water	  so	  he	  
could	  shave.	  	  So,	  my	  mother	  setup	  his	  little	  basin	  on	  
our	  cellar	  stairs	  so	  he	  could	  shave	  and	  it	  made	  such	  
an	  impression	  on	  me.	  He	  wanted	  something	  so	  
simple	  that	  we	  would	  take	  for	  granted.	  	  
	  
Somebody	  said	  that	  they	  would	  put	  a	  mark	  out	  in	  
front	  of	  the	  house	  when	  someone	  would	  give	  food	  
so	  that	  others	  would	  know.	  –	  RK	  
	  
Our	  family	  did	  very	  well	  during	  the	  Depression	  
because	  my	  father	  had	  a	  regular	  job.	  But,	  
unemployment	  was	  high	  and	  many	  people	  were	  
having	  a	  tough	  time.	  “As	  a	  child,	  I	  can	  remember	  
men	  coming	  to	  the	  back	  door	  of	  our	  home	  and	  my	  
mother	  would	  fix	  a	  plate	  for	  them	  and	  they	  would	  
sit	  on	  the	  back	  porch	  and	  eat	  it.”	  
	  
	  

RK	  

1933	   5	   23	   EVENTS	   On	  May	  23,	  1933,	  Rockland	  County	  voted	  10	  to	  1	  in	  
favor	  of	  repealing	  the	  18th	  amendment	  (Prohibition)	  
	  

Nyack	  in	  the	  
20th	  Century;	  
Historical	  
Society	  of	  the	  
Nyacks	  (2000)	  

1933	   7	   	   FAMILY	   Joan	  and	  Mary	  Alice	  went	  to	  Camp	  Tegawitha	  in	  the	  
Poconos,	  PA	  that	  summer.	  The	  family	  would	  also	  
spend	  summers	  at	  Atlantic	  City	  and	  Asbury	  Park	  
and,	  in	  later	  years,	  at	  Amityville,	  Long	  Island.	  
	  

Marcey	  
Autobio.	  	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Joan	  
and	  Mary	  Alice	  
at	  camp	  
	  

1933	   12	   5	   EVENTS	   The	  18th	  amendment	  was	  repealed	  and	  prohibition	  
came	  to	  an	  end.	  
	  

	  

1933	   12	   25	   FAMILY	   Santa	  Claus	  brings	  Mary	  Alice	  a	  playhouse	  in	  the	  
backyard.	  Joan	  and	  I	  and	  even	  Peter	  had	  lots	  of	  fun	  
in	  that	  playhouse	  and	  I	  played	  in	  it	  until	  I	  was	  in	  8th	  
grade.	  Then,	  we	  used	  it	  for	  keeping	  our	  bicycles.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  
Playhouse	  

1933	   21	   	   EVENTS	   In	  December	  1933,	  the	  First	  National	  Bank	  of	  Spring	  
Valley	  opened	  a	  small	  loan	  department,	  in	  an	  effort	  
to	  follow	  President	  Roosevelt’s	  suggestion	  that	  
“banks	  extend	  credit	  more	  liberally	  as	  part	  of	  the	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  
County	  	  
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National	  Recovery	  Program.”	  	  

1934	   	   	   EVENTS	   Thomas	  Dexter	  Press	  	  1934-‐1980	  	  Started	  in	  Pearl	  
River	  and	  then	  moved	  to	  West	  Nyack,	  NY	  

Thomas	  A.	  Dexter	  founder	  of	  Dexter	  Press	  in	  West	  
Nyack,	  NY	  was	  the	  inventor	  of	  gang	  printing.	  The	  
company	  became	  and	  international	  leader	  and	  
printed	  postcards	  from	  all	  over	  the	  world	  and	  
printed	  a	  wide	  variety	  of	  postcards	  subjects	  as	  
linens	  and	  photochromes.	  The	  company	  operated	  
out	  of	  a	  building	  near	  where	  the	  Palisades	  Mall	  is	  
now	  located.	  Dexter	  merged	  with	  MWM	  Color	  Press	  
in	  1980	  to	  become	  MWM	  Dexter,	  and	  then	  moved	  to	  
Aurora,	  MO.	  	  

DEXTER	  
started	  in	  Pearl	  
River.	  Was	  in	  
Pearl	  River	  
when	  George	  
Beckerle	  was	  
inventing	  the	  
pinsetter	  
machine	  in	  
Pearl	  River.	  

1934	   9	   	   FAMILY	   Mary	  Alice	  is	  six	  years	  old	  and	  starts	  school	  at	  St.	  
Joseph’s.	  Joan	  and	  later,	  Peter,	  also	  attended	  St.	  
Joseph’s	  School.	  They	  all	  enjoyed	  St.	  Josephs,	  which	  
had	  an	  annual	  Christmas	  play	  and	  Mary	  Alice,	  would	  
play	  the	  angel	  each	  year.	  

Mary	  Alice	  
Autobio	  

1935	   	   	   EVENTS	   FDR	  creates	  a	  worker’s	  relief	  program	  that	  lead	  the	  
administration	  to	  created	  a	  permanent	  jobs	  
program	  –the	  Works	  Progress	  Administration	  or	  
WPA	  in	  1935.	  It	  was	  later	  renamed	  the	  Works	  
Projects	  Administration	  and	  lasted	  until	  1943.	  The	  
program	  employed	  a	  total	  of	  8.5	  million	  people	  and	  
spent	  $11	  billion	  dollars	  as	  it	  transformed	  the	  
nation’s	  infrastructure,	  made	  clothing	  for	  the	  poor	  
and	  created	  landmark	  programs	  in	  art,	  music,	  
theater	  and	  writing.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  The	  SV	  
Post	  Office	  has	  
a	  mural	  created	  
under	  the	  WPA.	  
(see	  1936-‐7)	  

1935	   	   	   EVENTS	   Mary	  Mowbray-‐Clark,	  a	  landscape	  architect	  and	  
West	  Nyack	  native,	  designed	  the	  Dutch	  Garden	  in	  
New	  City,	  NY	  as	  a	  tribute	  to	  the	  early	  Dutch	  settlers.	  
It	  is	  located	  on	  the	  south	  side	  of	  the	  Rockland	  
County	  Courthouse	  and	  was	  the	  only	  W.P.A.	  
landscape	  architecture	  project	  designed	  and	  
supervised	  by	  a	  woman.	  She	  hired	  Biagio	  Gugliuzzo,	  
of	  Garnerville,	  one	  of	  the	  many	  unemployed	  masons	  
at	  the	  time.	  The	  Dutch	  Garden	  won	  "Garden	  of	  the	  
Year"	  from	  Better	  Home	  and	  Gardens	  magazine	  
when	  it	  opened	  in	  1935	  and	  was	  listed	  on	  the	  
National	  Registry	  of	  Historic	  Places	  in	  1991.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  of	  
Dutch	  Garden	  
by	  FE	  Crum	  
	  
Source:	  Notes	  
from	  Robert	  
Burghardt	  

1935	  
	  

	   	   EVENTS	   The	  Social	  Security	  Act	  of	  1935	  established	  a	  
program	  to	  ensure	  an	  income	  for	  the	  elderly.	  
	  

	  

1935	   6	   	   FAMILY	   DEVELOPMENT	  OF	  THE	  AUTOMATIC	  PINSETTER	  
(DRAFT)	  
 

SOURCES:	  
Bowling	  
Machine	  Age	  
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In	  1931,	  George	  Beckerle,	  proprietor	  of	  a	  bowling	  
alley	  in	  Pearl	  River,	  NY,	  often	  had	  problems	  
obtaining	  enough	  boys	  to	  work	  as	  pinsetters	  or	  pin-‐
spotters	  at	  his	  bowling	  alley	  due	  to	  what	  was	  a	  low-‐
paid,	  part-‐time	  and	  sometime	  very	  dangerous	  job.	  
Pin-‐setting	  was	  usually	  done	  by	  teenage	  boys,	  who	  
would	  manually	  reset	  the	  bowling	  pins	  to	  their	  
correct	  position,	  clear	  fallen	  pins,	  and	  return	  
bowling	  balls	  to	  the	  players.	  One	  of	  Beckerle's	  
regular	  bowling	  customers,	  Gottfried	  Schmidt,	  
worked	  across	  the	  street	  at	  Dexter	  Folding	  
Company,	  which	  made	  machinery	  for	  the	  paper	  
folding	  industry.	  The	  two	  men	  had	  discussions	  
about	  making	  a	  pin-‐setting	  machine	  using	  suction	  to	  
raise	  and	  lower	  the	  pins;	  similar	  to	  the	  way	  a	  paper-‐
folding	  machine	  operates.	  They	  enlisted	  the	  help	  of	  
John	  McElroy,	  a	  Dexter	  company	  draftsman,	  who	  
drew	  up	  blueprints	  for	  the	  new	  invention.	  By	  the	  
summer	  of	  1935,	  they	  joined	  up	  with	  Fred	  
Sandhage,	  a	  machinist,	  to	  assemble	  and	  test	  this	  
new	  mechanical	  pinsetter	  at	  Sandhage’s	  Pearl	  River	  
turkey	  farm	  on	  South	  Highland	  Avenue.	  
 
Soon	  after,	  Schmidt	  visited	  Bob	  Kennedy	  who	  
worked	  for	  Brunswick	  Company	  and	  was	  fascinated	  
with	  the	  idea	  of	  an	  automatic	  pin-‐setting	  machine.	  
However,	  his	  bosses	  at	  Brunswick's	  Chicago	  
headquarters	  were	  not	  interested	  at	  that	  time.	  Over	  
the	  years	  they	  had	  poured	  thousands	  of	  dollars	  into	  
research	  and	  couldn't	  come	  up	  with	  a	  device	  that	  
would	  do	  the	  job,	  so	  why	  believe	  this	  one?	  
 
In	  1937,	  Kennedy	  left	  Brunswick	  to	  take	  over	  the	  
sales	  department	  of	  the	  American	  Bowling	  &	  
Billiard	  company	  in	  New	  York.	  Kennedy	  looked	  up	  
Schmidt	  again	  and	  when	  he	  found	  out	  there	  had	  
been	  no	  progress	  in	  attracting	  a	  sponsor,	  the	  two	  
men	  setup	  a	  company	  called	  Bowling	  Products	  
Management.	  They	  contacted	  Morehead	  Patterson,	  
a	  Vice	  President	  with	  American	  Machine	  &	  Foundry	  
Company	  and	  he	  visited	  the	  Pearl	  River	  turkey	  farm,	  
which	  lead	  to	  AMF	  acquiring	  the	  patent	  rights	  with	  
Gottfried	  Schmidt	  to	  this	  early	  contraption,	  which	  
was	  originally	  made	  with	  flower	  pots	  and	  lamp	  
shades	  and	  named	  “Sch-‐Bec-‐Roy”	  for	  Schmidt-‐
Beckerle-‐McElroy.	  
 
Effort	  to	  further	  develop	  and	  market	  the	  pinsetter	  
program	  was	  stopped	  due	  to	  World	  War	  II	  and	  
resumed	  in	  1944.	  Kennedy	  came	  to	  AMF	  in	  1945	  to	  
organize,	  redesign	  and	  market	  the	  machine	  as	  the	  
Pinsetter	  Division	  vice	  president.	  Schmidt	  had	  

Dawns;	  It	  all	  
began	  in	  a	  Pearl	  
River	  Turkey	  
House;	  	  William	  
Naylor	  
McDonald	  III;	  
Bowler’s	  
Journal;	  1970s;	  	  
	  
Bowling-‐pin	  
machine	  
devised	  in	  
Pearl	  River;	  
Abigail	  
Klingbeil;	  The	  
Journal	  News;	  
March	  30,	  2003	  
	  
Development	  of	  
the	  Automatic	  
Pinsetter;	  old	  
bowling.com	  
	  
PHOTOS:	  Have	  
photos	  of	  early	  
SCH-‐BEK-‐ROY	  
Pinsetter	  and	  
AMF	  1946	  
model	  
	  
DEXTER	  
started	  in	  Pearl	  
River.	  Was	  in	  
Pearl	  River	  
when	  George	  
Beckerle	  was	  
inventing	  the	  
pinsetter	  
machine	  in	  
Pearl	  River.	  	  
	  
QUES:	  Did	  
Dexter	  Press	  
in	  Pearl	  River	  
share	  a	  
building	  with	  
Dexter	  Folder	  
@	  1931?	  
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already	  joined	  the	  company	  as	  an	  engineer.	  Up	  until	  
that	  time,	  AMF	  was	  known	  for	  manufacturing	  
cigarette,	  baking,	  and	  stitching	  machines.	  
 
In	  mid-‐winter	  1946,	  AMF,	  planned	  to	  introduce	  its	  
new	  automatic	  bowling	  pin-‐spotter	  during	  the	  44th	  
American	  Bowling	  Congress	  at	  the	  74th	  Regiment	  
Armory	  in	  Buffalo,	  NY.	  	  However,	  the	  hall	  was	  full	  of	  
equipment	  from	  the	  well-‐established	  Brunswick,	  
leaving	  no	  space	  available	  in	  the	  armory	  for	  AMF.	  In	  
turn,	  Bob	  Kennedy	  made	  a	  deal	  with	  a	  local	  
businessman	  to	  use	  a	  sprawling	  one-‐story	  garage	  
located	  across	  the	  street	  from	  the	  armory.	  	  A	  
temporary	  wall	  was	  erected	  and	  aisles	  (or	  lanes)	  
were	  formed	  using	  water-‐pipe	  barriers.	  Two	  
towering	  seven	  feet,	  nine	  inch	  AMF	  “Model	  A”	  
Automatic	  Pinsetters	  (Model	  82-‐10?)	  were	  installed,	  
each	  weighing	  more	  than	  two	  tons.	  Since	  the	  sheer	  
size	  and	  weight	  of	  this	  early	  pinsetter	  made	  it	  
impractical	  for	  commercial	  use,	  AMF	  had	  to	  
completely	  redesign	  the	  unit	  between	  1948	  -‐	  1952.	  
However,	  hundreds	  of	  engineers	  visited	  that	  Buffalo	  
convention	  in	  the	  winter	  of	  1946	  to	  witness	  the	  
inner	  workings	  of	  the	  very	  first	  automatic	  pinsetter	  
–	  an	  invention	  that	  was	  born	  on	  a	  turkey	  farm	  in	  
Pearl	  River,	  NY	  as	  the	  Sch-‐Bek-‐Roy	  pinsetter	  and	  
became	  one	  of	  the	  most	  important	  inventions	  in	  the	  
history	  of	  bowling. 
	  

n George	  Potanovic,	  Jr.	  
	  
NOTE:	  Marcey	  &	  Pete	  Beckerle	  remembers	  their	  
father	  taking	  them	  over	  to	  the	  turkey	  farm	  [on	  S.	  
Highland	  Avenue]	  to	  see	  Uncle	  George	  and	  partners	  
working	  on	  putting	  together	  the	  prototype	  of	  the	  
automatic	  pinsetter.	  It	  looked	  like	  a	  Rube	  Goldberg	  
cartoon.	  

****************************	  
The	  boom	  in	  bowling	  is	  made	  possible	  by	  a	  machine	  
which	  first	  took	  shape	  in	  a	  turkey	  house	  in	  Pearl	  
River.	  In	  the	  midst	  of	  the	  depression	  four	  young	  
men,	  George	  Beckerle,	  a	  bowling	  proprietor;	  Fred	  
Schmidt,	  a	  bowler;	  John	  Mcelroy,	  a	  draftsman;	  and	  
Fred	  Sandhage,	  a	  machinist	  got	  together	  to	  build	  a	  
robot	  that	  would	  replace	  the	  temperamental	  human	  
pin	  boys	  who	  set	  up	  the	  pins	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  alley	  
after	  each	  bowler’s	  turn.	  	  By	  1937,	  using	  such	  
unlikely	  parts	  as	  metal	  lampshades	  and	  flower	  pots,	  
they	  had	  fashioned	  a	  workable	  contraption.	  
	  
Its	  primitive	  potential	  attracted	  the	  attention	  of	  the	  
American	  Machine	  and	  Foundry	  Company,	  a	  firm	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
New	  York	  
Times;	  March	  
30,	  1958	  
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unrelated	  to	  bowling	  but	  cannily	  interested	  in	  any	  
mechanical	  contrivance	  with	  a	  future.	  	  By	  1953	  all	  
the	  wrinkles	  were	  ironed	  out	  and	  the	  A.M.F.	  
Electronic	  pin	  spotter	  went	  into	  mass	  production.	  –	  
New	  York	  Times;	  March	  30,	  1958	  

	  
1935	   8	   25	   FAMILY	   Joan	  Beckerle,	  age	  12,	  contracts	  polio	  on	  August	  25,	  

1935	  while	  on	  a	  family	  summer	  vacation	  at	  
Wanasink	  Lake	  in	  Orange	  County.	  
	  
Marcey:	  
Widmanns	  (Widmann’s	  Bakery)	  lived	  across	  the	  
street	  from	  us,	  we	  were	  neighbors	  and	  our	  families	  
were	  very	  friendly.	  Widmanns	  had	  a	  summer	  home	  
at	  Wanasink	  Lake	  (Orange	  County)	  and	  we	  rented	  a	  
house	  right	  next	  to	  their	  home	  in	  August	  1935.	  Our	  
house	  had	  a	  boat	  and	  the	  house	  came	  with	  a	  dock.	  
My	  father	  was	  very	  active	  all	  the	  time	  and	  wanted	  to	  
take	  out	  the	  boat	  with	  Joan.	  But	  my	  sister	  Joan	  that	  
day,	  my	  mother	  would	  say,	  “She	  is	  not	  feeling	  very	  
well	  today	  Laurence.	  “.	  He	  would	  say,	  “Oh	  no,	  come	  
out	  in	  the	  boat.”	  So,	  he	  took	  her	  out	  rowing	  in	  the	  
boat	  and	  she	  was	  active	  too.	  But,	  she	  became	  so	  
tired.	  That	  was	  the	  polio.	  
	  
	  
I	  remember	  the	  ambulance	  coming	  and	  taking	  her	  
to	  Middletown	  Hospital.	  The	  polio	  spread	  quickly	  
into	  her	  lungs	  right	  away.	  The	  paralysis	  came.	  Then,	  
they	  took	  her	  home	  to	  Spring	  Valley.	  Our	  doctor	  was	  
Dr.	  Al	  Selman	  (sp)	  and	  I	  would	  overhear	  them	  
talking	  and	  he	  said	  to	  my	  mother,	  “Oh	  no,	  you	  have	  
to	  let	  her	  go	  to	  the	  NYS	  Reconstruction	  Home	  (now	  
Helen	  Hayes).”	  	  My	  mother	  said	  “Oh	  no.	  We	  are	  
going	  to	  take	  care	  of	  her	  here.”	  He	  was	  saying,	  “She	  
won’t	  get	  any	  better.	  They	  can	  treat	  her	  there”	  It	  
took	  awhile	  to	  convince	  my	  mother.	  (September).	  –
	  Marcey	  
	  
So,	  they	  did.	  I	  remember	  the	  ambulance	  coming	  and	  
taking	  Joan	  up	  there.	  We	  were	  back	  and	  forth	  all	  the	  
time.	  
	  
There	  was	  an	  epidemic	  of	  polio	  that	  year.	  (Ref:	  NY	  
City	  numbers	  from	  HHH).	  
	  
The	  girl	  in	  the	  next	  bed	  was	  from	  Brooklyn.	  She	  said	  
that	  Joan	  was	  so	  lucky	  that	  this	  place	  was	  so	  close	  to	  
where	  she	  lived.	  People	  came	  from	  all	  over.	  There	  
were	  59	  kids	  that	  went	  to	  HHH	  that	  month	  and	  
53?of	  those	  had	  polio.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Aunt	  
Marcey	  has	  a	  
photo	  of	  Joan	  
with	  Governor	  
Lehman	  at	  
graduation.	  -‐	  
Geo	  	  
	  
Note:	  photo	  
used	  for	  a	  HHH	  
postcard	  in	  
2014.	  It	  was	  a	  
montage	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Dr.	  Al	  Selman	  
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The	  best	  thing	  that	  happened	  to	  her	  was	  that	  the	  
polio	  spread	  to	  her	  arms	  and	  not	  her	  lungs.	  There	  
was	  a	  famous	  person	  who	  also	  had	  polio	  at	  the	  time	  
and	  they	  had	  difficulty	  breathing	  (iron	  lung).	  
	  
At	  that	  time,	  we	  did	  not	  know	  much	  about	  polio.	  It	  
was	  only	  much	  after	  that	  (1940s)	  that	  you	  heard	  
about	  the	  iron	  lung.	  
	  
When	  Joan	  checked	  into	  NYSRH	  she	  was	  a	  complete	  
bed	  patient.	  	  She	  was	  tutored	  at	  the	  bedside.	  So,	  she	  
did	  not	  lose	  any	  time	  in	  school.	  That	  was	  7th	  &	  8th	  
grade	  AND	  first	  year	  of	  high	  school.	  Joan	  did	  not	  go	  
into	  SVHS	  until	  the	  second	  half	  of	  sophomore	  year.	  
She	  was	  admitted	  on	  October	  1,	  1935	  and	  
discharged	  on	  November	  6,	  1937.	  (Marcey	  
remember	  her	  being	  there	  for	  2	  ½	  years).	  
	  
Treatments	  were	  done	  in	  a	  therapeutic	  pool	  
because	  she	  could	  move	  her	  arm	  in	  the	  water.	  
	  	  
	  

1935	   10	   1	   FAMILY	   Joan	  is	  admitted	  to	  the	  New	  York	  State	  
Reconstruction	  &	  Rehabilitation	  Home	  in	  West	  
Haverstraw	  on	  October	  1,	  1935,	  where	  she	  began	  
treatments	  for	  poliomyelitis	  of	  upper,	  lower	  
extremities,	  neck	  and	  chest.	  That	  summer,	  polio	  was	  
on	  the	  rise	  in	  New	  York	  City	  and	  the	  surrounding	  
suburbs.	  
	  
On	  October	  1,	  the	  first	  day	  that	  Joan	  Beckerle	  was	  
admitted,	  there	  were	  a	  total	  of	  330	  patients	  at	  the	  
NYS	  Reconstruction	  Home.	  September	  saw	  an	  
increase	  of	  59	  new	  patients	  admitted	  and,	  of	  those,	  
53	  were	  diagnosed	  with	  and	  entering	  treatment	  for	  
polio.	  In	  October,	  56	  new	  patients	  were	  admitted	  
and,	  of	  those,	  50	  were	  diagnosed	  with	  polio.	  To	  
address	  the	  increase	  of	  mostly	  younger	  children,	  
ages	  one	  to	  six	  year	  old,	  regular	  muscle	  
examinations	  were	  conducted	  for	  all	  the	  polio	  cases	  
beginning	  in	  September	  1935	  and	  the	  increased	  
demand	  for	  water	  therapy	  exercises	  in	  the	  
treatment	  and	  correctional	  pools	  were	  proving	  
effective	  but	  were	  already	  overtaxing	  the	  limited	  
facility	  space	  and	  staff	  time.	  By	  November,	  
heliotherapy	  (light	  therapy)	  was	  ordered	  for	  all	  new	  
poliomyelitis	  patients.	  	  
	  
Our	  family	  often	  made	  trips	  up	  to	  visit	  Joan.	  In	  the	  
spring	  and	  summer	  of	  the	  next	  year,	  1936,	  Pete	  and	  
I	  would	  go	  with	  my	  parents	  each	  Sunday	  as	  a	  family	  
and	  bring	  a	  picnic	  lunch.	  Joan	  had	  braces	  on	  both	  of	  

Helen	  Hayes	  
Hospital	  
Archives	  
	  
Helen	  Hayes	  
Hospital	  was	  
named	  the	  NYS	  
Reconstruction	  
Home	  in	  1929	  
and	  when	  Joan	  
was	  there	  in	  
1935-‐37.	  (Geo	  
checked).	  
	  
Polio	  was	  on	  
the	  rise	  in	  Fall	  
of	  1935.	  
	  
Found	  Joan	  
Beckerle’s	  
October	  1,	  
1935	  patient	  
admission	  card	  
-‐	  Geo	  
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her	  legs	  and	  her	  arm.	  But	  she	  could	  walk	  and	  join	  us	  
on	  the	  grounds.	  But	  we	  never	  brought	  her	  home.	  
	  
Joan	  showed	  steady	  improvement	  and	  was	  released	  
on	  November	  6,	  1937.	  When	  Joan	  was	  13	  and	  14	  she	  
did	  not	  go	  through	  a	  phase	  of	  rebellion	  like	  many	  
teenagers	  do.	  Instead,	  her	  time	  was	  very	  organized	  
at	  the	  hospital	  in	  a	  program	  that	  may	  have	  provided	  
her	  the	  structure	  and	  discipline	  not	  only	  to	  improve	  
her	  medical	  condition	  but	  also	  to	  help	  her	  later	  in	  
life.	  	  She	  retuned	  home	  to	  Spring	  Valley	  in	  1937	  and	  
entered	  Spring	  Valley	  High	  School	  in	  the	  middle	  of	  
her	  Sophomore	  year,	  still	  wearing	  a	  brace.	  	  She	  was	  
a	  new	  student,	  entering	  mid	  year	  and,	  with	  a	  brace,	  
she	  would	  have	  stood	  out,	  but	  that	  didn’t	  seem	  to	  
bother	  her.	  It	  probably	  did	  bother	  her	  but	  she	  was	  
able	  to	  handle	  it,	  didn’t	  make	  any	  excuses	  for	  what	  
she	  could	  not	  do.	  She	  became	  popular	  and	  went	  on	  
to	  become	  President	  or	  Vice	  President	  of	  her	  class	  
in	  her	  senior	  year.	  She	  continued	  with	  the	  physical	  
therapy	  and	  was	  able	  walk	  and	  dance	  and	  was	  able	  
to	  get	  rid	  of	  the	  arm	  brace	  but	  never	  regained	  the	  
muscle	  tone	  in	  her	  arm.	  
	  
She	  went	  on	  to	  become	  married	  and	  had	  10	  healthy	  
children.	  We	  admired	  her	  so	  much	  for	  what	  she	  
accomplished.	  
	  
Note:	  In	  1948,	  the	  hospital	  name	  was	  changed	  to	  the	  
NYS	  Rehabilitation	  Hospital	  and	  in	  1974	  to	  Helen	  
Hayes	  Hospital.	  
	  
	  

1935	   11	   	   EVENTS	   In	  1935,	  Mayor	  George	  Zeissner	  of	  Spring	  Valley	  
was	  re-‐elected	  by	  a	  margin	  of	  71	  votes	  over	  Chester	  
A.	  Heitman.	  
	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  

1936	   	   	   EVENTS	   In	  1931,	  Congress	  authorized	  136	  new	  post	  offices	  
and	  extensions	  to	  existing	  ones	  in	  New	  York	  as	  part	  
of	  an	  amendment	  to	  the	  Public	  Buildings	  Act	  it	  had	  
passed	  five	  years	  earlier.	  The	  construction	  was	  
meant	  to	  offer	  relief	  with	  the	  worsening	  of	  the	  Great	  
Depression.	  Spring	  Valley's	  would	  not	  begin	  
construction	  for	  another	  five	  years,	  in	  1936.	  The	  site	  
was	  purchased	  from	  a	  local	  lumber	  company	  that	  
year.	  Construction	  began	  later	  that	  year,	  and	  the	  
building	  opened	  in	  1937.	  [2]	  

Note:	  The	  Spring	  Valley,	  NY	  post	  office	  uses	  a	  
Colonial	  Revival	  design,	  by	  Treasury	  Department	  
Supervising	  Architect	  Louis	  A.	  Simon,	  It	  unique	  to	  
Spring	  Valley	  among	  the	  many	  Colonial	  Revival	  post	  
offices	  in	  the	  state,	  many	  of	  which	  use	  variations	  on	  

Wiki	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
PHOTO:	  The	  SV	  
Post	  Office,	  
built	  1936-‐378	  
has	  a	  mural	  
created	  under	  
the	  WPA	  in	  
1938	  
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a	  basic	  design.	  	  

	  

	  
	  

1936	   1	   1	   FAMILY	   My	  sister	  Joan	  (older	  sister)	  had	  polio	  was	  in	  the	  7th	  
and	  8th	  grade	  and	  was	  at	  the	  NYS	  Reconstruction	  
Hospital	  (now	  Helen	  Hayes)	  during	  those	  years.	  
Joan	  lived	  up	  there	  for	  2	  1/2	  years	  and	  graduated	  
grade	  school	  from	  the	  New	  York	  Rehabilitation	  
Hospital	  (later	  named	  for	  Helen	  Hayes).	  Polio	  was	  
devastating.	  Joan	  was	  born	  in	  1923	  and	  was	  eight	  
years	  older	  than	  Pete,	  who	  was	  6	  years	  old	  at	  the	  
time.	  If	  people	  had	  the	  money	  they	  would	  go	  upstate	  
or	  send	  their	  kids	  upstate	  during	  the	  summer	  to	  get	  
away	  from	  the	  metro	  area.	  	  
	  

PB	  
	  
PHOTOS:	  NYS	  
Reconstruction	  
Home;	  Helen	  
Hayes	  Archives.	  
-‐	  Geo.	  
	  

1936	   2	   	   	  FAMILY	   During	  her	  time	  at	  NYs	  Reconstruction	  Home	  (Helen	  
Hayes)	  Joan	  would	  see	  a	  friend	  who	  she	  knew	  from	  
Spring	  Valley,	  Elizabeth	  Ryan,	  whose	  father	  was	  a	  
doctor	  at	  the	  hospital.	  Elizabeth	  used	  to	  swim	  at	  the	  
pool	  where	  Joan	  did	  her	  rehab	  and	  the	  two	  girls	  
became	  friends.	  At	  age	  16,	  Elizabeth	  made	  the	  US	  
Olympic	  Team	  and	  went	  to	  the	  Olympics	  in	  1936	  in	  
Berlin,	  Germany.	  She	  was	  inducted	  into	  the	  
Rockland	  County	  Hall	  of	  Fame.	  (Did	  she	  win	  a	  
medal?)	  
	  
NOTE:	  Joan	  was	  friendly	  with	  Elizabeth	  Ryan	  from	  
Spring	  Valley	  and	  South	  Madison	  Ave	  prior	  to	  going	  
to	  Reconstruction.	  (See	  Joan’s	  birthday	  party	  photo)	  
_	  Marcey	  (150225)	  
	  

Photo:	  Pool	  
from	  the	  
Helene	  Hayes	  
Hospital	  
Archives	  
	  
PHOTO:	  
Elizabeth	  and	  
newspaper	  
article.	  

1936	   3	   	   FAMILY	   The	  family	  used	  to	  go	  up	  to	  visit	  Joan	  at	  the	  hospital	  
every	  weekend.	  They	  had	  a	  dog,	  a	  cocker	  spaniel	  
named	  Inky,	  who	  had	  puppies.	  LB1	  had	  a	  big	  
overcoat	  with	  big	  pockets	  on	  the	  sides	  and	  he	  took	  
the	  puppies	  and	  put	  the	  puppies	  into	  the	  pockets.	  
He	  snuck	  them	  in	  past	  the	  entrance	  because	  you	  
were	  not	  supposed	  to	  bring	  animals	  into	  the	  
hospital.	  He	  wanted	  to	  show	  Joan	  the	  puppies.	  Pete	  
remembers	  that	  when	  he	  was	  only	  6	  or	  7	  years	  old.	  	  
LB1s	  father	  died	  Philip	  one	  year	  earlier.	  LB1	  had	  a	  
nervous	  breakdown	  and	  was	  placed	  in	  a	  
Westchester	  hospital	  to	  recover.	  He	  became	  
overwhelmed.	  This	  is	  what	  was	  going	  on	  with	  LB1.	  	  
	  
Joan	  was	  a	  classmate	  of	  Rachel	  Krum	  when	  she	  
returned	  to	  attend	  Spring	  Valley	  HS	  in	  1936	  and	  
then	  graduated	  from	  SVHS	  in	  1940.	  
	  
	  

PB	  
	  
Marcey	  
interview	  
150212	  

1937	  
	  

	   	   EVENTS	   The	  German	  Hindenburg	  air	  ship	  burned	  to	  the	  
ground	  in	  less	  than	  two	  minutes	  by	  a	  spark	  the	  size	  

PHOTO:	  
Hindenburg	  air	  
ship	  is	  
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of	  an	  ant.	  	  
	  

available.	  
	  

1937	   	   	   EVENTS	   By	  1937,	  federal	  WPA	  projects	  reached	  Nyack	  and	  
the	  unemployed	  were	  hired	  to	  work	  for	  the	  street	  
department,	  cleaning	  out	  Nyack	  Brook	  and	  building	  
curbs,	  sidewalks	  and	  bridges.	  They	  laid	  five	  miles	  of	  
sewers,	  helped	  construct	  the	  high	  school	  stadium	  
and	  the	  fire	  patrol	  annex	  next	  to	  Central	  Fire	  Station	  
and	  more.	  –	  Nyack	  resident	  
	  

Nyack	  in	  the	  
20th	  Century	  
(2000)	  
	  
Talk	  to:	  Win	  
Perry	  

1937c	   	   	   EVENTS	   Hiram	  Blauvelt	  returns	  from	  Africa	  and	  takes	  over	  
Comfort	  Coal.	  (1937?)	  
	  
He	  spent	  years	  in	  Africa	  and	  was	  kind	  of	  a	  
“playboy,”	  who	  had	  been	  living	  off	  the	  father’s	  
allowance	  for	  years	  and	  was	  being	  expected	  by	  is	  
father	  to	  	  
	  
[Note:	  Upon	  Hiram	  Blauvelt’s	  return	  from	  Africa	  to	  
become	  president	  of	  Comfort	  Coal,	  he	  must	  have	  
been	  threatened	  since	  LB1	  knew	  the	  business	  from	  
the	  ground	  up,	  having	  been	  worked	  there	  since	  he	  
was	  18	  (33	  years)	  and	  was	  well	  respected	  and	  
known	  in	  the	  community.]	  	  	  
	  
Hiram	  Blauvelt	  did	  not	  get	  along	  with	  LB1	  because	  
He	  said	  he	  would	  not	  come	  back	  “unless	  you	  get	  rid	  
of	  Larry	  Beckerle.”	  -‐	  Marcey	  
	  

	  

1937	   	   	   SVALLEY	   I	  can	  remember	  going	  to	  the	  Spring	  Valley	  Theater	  
with	  my	  mother	  to	  watch	  movies	  and	  the	  newsreels	  
every	  Sunday.	  The	  admission	  was	  10	  cents	  and	  later	  
increased	  to	  11	  cents.	  -‐	  Marcey	  
	  

	  

1937	   	   	   EVENTS	  
	  

Maxwell	  Anderson’s	  fantasy,	  “High	  Tor	  has	  been	  
viewed	  by	  hundreds	  of	  Rockland	  residents	  and	  all	  
have	  been	  delighted	  with	  it.	  	  Burgess	  Meredith,	  who	  
lives	  in	  Mt.	  Ivy,	  had	  one	  of	  the	  leading	  roles.	  The	  
play	  centers	  around	  the	  neighborhood	  in	  which	  the	  
playwright	  lives	  and	  in	  1937,	  it	  won	  the	  New	  York	  
Drama	  Critic’s	  Circle	  silver	  plaque	  for	  the	  best	  play	  
of	  the	  year.	  
	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  
County.	  

1937	  
	  

3	   4	   EVENTS	   Franklin	  D.	  Roosevelt	  inaugurated	  President	  for	  
second	  term.	  
	  

	  

1938c	   	   	   EVENTS	   Old	  toboggan	  slide	  at	  Bear	  Mountain	  next	  to	  the	  Ski	  
Jump	  (pre-‐war	  1930s	  –	  40)	  
	  
	  

PHOTO:	  YES	  

1938	   	   	   EVENTS	   Artist	  Paul	  Etneir	  paints	  the	  mural	  “Waiting	  for	  the	  
Mail,”	  in	  the	  Spring	  Valley	  Post	  Office	  as	  part	  of	  the	  

WPA	  mural	  at	  
the	  SValley	  PO.	  
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WPA.	  
****************	  

Etnier's	  mural,	  meant	  to	  show	  how	  mail	  could	  and	  
did	  reach	  even	  the	  most	  isolated	  people	  and	  linked	  
the	  world,	  was	  added	  in	  1938.	  Later	  renovations	  
enlarged	  the	  lobby	  teller	  windows	  and	  added	  
modern	  lighting.	  There	  have	  been	  no	  other	  
significant	  changes	  to	  the	  building.	  –	  Wiki	  
	  
	  

1938	   4	   13	   BLAUVELT	   Elmer	  Blauvelt,	  the	  founder	  of	  Comfort	  Coal	  and	  
good	  friend	  of	  LB1	  and	  the	  family	  dies	  in	  1938	  
(DATE?).	  	  
	  
Comfort	  Coal	  &	  Lumber	  purchases	  the	  Onderdonk	  
Coal	  &	  Lumber	  company	  that	  same	  year	  [1938.]	  

140825-‐PB	  
(46:07)	  
	  
SOURCE:	  
Northeastern	  
Retail	  Lumber	  
Association	  
May	  1938	  
Newsletter	  
	  

1938	   6	   24	   FAMILY	   Pauline,	  LB1's	  mother,	  also	  died	  in	  June	  1938	  	   PB	  
	  

1938	  
	  

7	   	   EVENTS	   The	  famous	  American	  female	  pilot,	  Amelia	  Earhart,	  
disappeared	  on	  a	  flight	  around	  the	  world.	  She	  was	  
two-‐thirds	  of	  the	  way	  around	  when	  her	  plane	  is	  
believed	  to	  have	  crashed	  in	  the	  middle	  of	  the	  Pacific	  
Ocean.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  
National	  
Archives	  

1939	   	   	   SVALLEY	   As	  a	  kid	  I	  worked	  at	  Widmann's	  Bakery	  and	  rode	  on	  
the	  delivery	  truck	  making	  deliveries	  around	  the	  
county.	  	  A	  man	  who	  was	  black	  worked	  as	  an	  iceman	  
on	  Main	  Street	  and	  I	  remember	  him	  shaving	  off	  
some	  ice	  for	  the	  kids	  on	  a	  hot	  day.	  My	  mother	  would	  
use	  the	  ice	  to	  make	  lemonade.	  
	  
When	  I	  was	  18,	  I	  worked	  for	  an	  iceman	  myself,	  
making	  deliveries	  up	  the	  stairs	  to	  homes	  on	  Main	  
Street.	  We	  had	  tongs	  and	  a	  canvas	  pouch.	  But,	  I	  just	  
threw	  it	  up	  on	  my	  shoulder	  and	  I	  carried	  the	  ice	  on	  
my	  back	  up	  the	  stairs.	  I	  remember	  having	  an	  icebox	  
all	  my	  life.	  Everyone	  had	  an	  icebox.	  It	  had	  a	  pan	  
underneath	  that	  you	  had	  to	  empty.	  –	  AK	  
	  
Widmann’s	  was	  big	  in	  both	  Rockland	  &	  Orange	  
counties	  –	  PB	  
	  

140908-‐AK	  
(23:40)	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Ask	  
Eileen	  for	  
Photo	  of	  AK	  as	  
a	  boy	  of	  age	  12	  
–	  18?	  (emailed	  
her	  1/29)	  
	  
NEED	  PHOTO:	  
Widmann’s	  
Bakery.	  
	  

1939	   	   	   EVENTS	   World	  War	  II	  begins	  in	  Europe.	  Poland	  invaded;	  
England	  was	  in	  the	  war.	  	  Meanwhile	  war	  was	  
brewing	  in	  Europe.	  	  
	  	  

	  

1939	   	   	   EVENTS	   Spring	  Valley	  Brigade	  ran	  drills	  with	  HS	  students	  in	   RK	  interview	  
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the	  HS	  gym	  and	  on	  the	  field	  prior	  to	  and	  during	  
WWII?	  	  
	  
Who	  organized	  the	  drills?	  Onderdonk?	  What	  
year	  started?	  Gary	  Onderdonk	  and	  Tony	  Milewski	  
(both	  WWI	  vets)	  
	  

	  
PHOTOS	  by	  FE	  
Crum	  
	  

1939	   1	   	   FAMILY	   Looking	  back,	  Elmer	  Blauvelt	  was	  very	  fond	  of	  my	  
father	  (LB1)	  but	  very	  much	  wanted	  to	  bring	  his	  son	  
(Hiram	  Blauvelt)	  into	  the	  business.	  His	  son	  said	  he	  
would	  not	  come	  into	  the	  business	  unless	  Elmer	  first	  
got	  rid	  of	  Laurence	  Beckerle.	  (LB1)	  
	  
The	  big	  house	  they	  lived	  in	  in	  Oradell	  is	  still	  there.	  It	  
is	  like	  a	  castle.	  I	  can	  remember	  going	  there	  and	  
coloring	  in	  the	  coloring	  books	  on	  the	  floor.	  	  We	  were	  
like	  family.	  The	  son	  went	  to	  Oxford	  or	  Eaton.	  He	  
sent	  him	  away	  to	  school.	  He	  went	  to	  foreign	  private	  
schools.	  He	  didn't	  go	  to	  any	  public	  high	  schools.	  
Then,	  he	  was	  always	  going	  on	  safaris	  to	  Africa.	  He	  
was	  not	  in	  the	  business	  at	  all.	  So,	  the	  father	  (Elmer)	  
died	  and	  Hi	  came	  into	  the	  business.	  That	  was	  a	  
terrible	  thing,	  but	  in	  the	  end,	  it	  was	  a	  good	  thing	  
because	  it	  was	  really	  what	  caused	  him	  to	  start	  
Beckerle	  Lumber	  -‐	  out	  of	  need.	  -‐	  Marcey	  
	  

140820-‐DB	  
(42:50)	  
	  
PHOTO:	  E	  &	  H	  
Blauvelt	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
(43:45)	  

1939	   1	   7	   FAMILY	   Philip,	  Laurence’s	  father,	  dies	  at	  84	  yrs	  old,	  on	  
January	  7,	  1939	  at	  3:30am,	  just	  a	  week	  after	  New	  
Years	  Day;	  in	  his	  home	  on	  Summit	  Street,	  Pearl	  
River,	  after	  a	  lingering	  illness	  –	  	  (buried	  at	  St.	  
Catherine’s	  Cemetery;	  Vanwyck	  Road;	  Blauvelt)	  –	  
born	  Feb.	  1854	  
	  
	  

SB	  
	  

1939	   2	   	   FAMILY	   LB1	  was	  overwhelmed	  with	  stuff	  and	  was	  under	  
stress	  at	  that	  time.	  World	  was	  caving	  in	  on	  him.	  	  

PB	  
	  
	  

1939	   6	   12	   EVENTS	   Baseball:	  100th	  Anniversary	  Stamp:	  	  This	  stamp	  was	  
issued	  on	  June	  12,	  1939.	  It	  commemorates	  the	  date	  
that	  the	  formal	  rules	  of	  baseball	  were	  created	  in	  
Cooperstown,	  New	  York.	  James	  Farley,	  Postmaster	  
General	  of	  the	  United	  States,	  traveled	  to	  
Cooperstown	  and	  a	  big	  show	  was	  made	  of	  him	  
selling	  the	  first	  stamp	  to	  Baseball	  Commissioner	  
Kenesaw	  Mountain	  Landis.	  It	  was	  a	  3-‐cent	  stamp.	  
	  
Some	  people	  believe	  that	  the	  100yr	  Anniversary	  
Baseball	  stamp	  has	  local	  roots	  to	  Grassy	  Point,	  New	  
York	  –	  back	  to	  the	  days	  when	  James	  “Stretch”	  Farley	  
played	  first	  base	  for	  the	  Grassy	  Point	  Alphas.	  As	  a	  
boy,	  LB	  and	  James	  Farley	  would	  play	  baseball	  
together.	  As	  US	  Postmaster,	  Farley	  claimed	  that	  the	  

PHOTO:	  100th	  
Anniversary	  
Baseball	  Stamp	  
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stamp	  depicts	  the	  old	  baseball	  diamond	  of	  his	  
hometown	  at	  Grassy	  Point	  with	  St.	  Joseph's	  Church	  
in	  the	  background.	  However,	  William	  Roach,	  an	  
artist	  for	  the	  Bureau	  of	  Engraving	  explained	  much	  
later	  that	  the	  village	  depicted	  on	  the	  stamp	  is	  a	  site	  
in	  Milford,	  Delaware.	  
	  

1939	   11	   	   EVENTS	   Hiram	  B.	  Demarest	  Blauvelt,	  president	  of	  the	  
Comfort	  Coal	  &	  Lumber	  Company,	  purchased	  the	  
John	  J.	  Paulison	  house,	  an	  early	  1791	  gristmill	  
located	  along	  the	  Hackenasck	  River	  from	  Henry	  B.	  
Pratt	  and	  Henry	  Rieman,	  executors	  of	  Emma	  H.	  
Rieman's	  estate,	  in	  November	  1939.	  The	  dwelling	  
was	  painstakingly	  disassembled	  and	  reconstructed	  
on	  Main	  Street,	  River	  Edge,	  directly	  behind	  the	  
Steuben	  House,	  in	  1955/56.	  It	  is	  the	  site	  of	  the	  
Demarest	  House	  Museum	  and	  displays	  a	  collection	  
of	  Bergen	  Dutch	  furnishings,	  many	  associated	  with	  
the	  Demarest	  family.	  
	  

SOURCE:	  
Bergen	  County	  
History	  
Musuem	  NOTE:	  
Shows	  that	  
Hiram	  was	  
back	  in	  1939	  

1939	   12	   	   EVENTS	   LB1	  was	  always	  a	  prankster,	  the	  life	  of	  the	  party,	  a	  
very	  lively	  person.	  However,	  Laurence	  Beckerle	  had	  
been	  suffering	  from	  health	  issues	  prior	  to	  and	  after	  
being	  laid	  off	  from	  Comfort	  Coal	  &	  Lumber.	  Pete's	  
mother,	  Catherine	  McEntegart,	  was	  very	  strong	  for	  
LB1	  and	  kept	  him	  strong.	  With	  support	  from	  family,	  
he	  fought	  back	  Mother	  was	  from	  NYC	  but	  never	  
learned	  to	  drive.	  	  
	  

140720-‐Denise	  
Beckerle	  +	  
Aunt	  Marcey	  

1939	   12	   30	   EVENTS	   As	  the	  year	  and	  the	  decade	  of	  the	  1930s	  comes	  to	  a	  
close,	  most	  Americans	  are	  glad	  to	  see	  it	  go	  as	  it	  has	  
been	  a	  decade	  marking	  the	  worst	  Great	  Depression	  
in	  our	  history–	  of	  dust	  bowls	  out	  West	  and	  poverty	  
throughout	  most	  US	  cities	  and	  farming	  
communities.	  	  
	  
However,	  Mr.	  Blauvelt’s	  Comfort	  Coal	  was	  not	  
suffering	  but	  growing	  during	  the	  1930s.	  LB1	  was	  a	  
well-‐known	  and	  well-‐respected	  member	  of	  the	  
community	  and	  business	  community	  and	  business	  
was	  better	  than	  ever.	  The	  decade	  of	  the	  1930s	  had	  
been	  very	  good	  to	  a	  company	  that	  was	  
headquartered	  in	  Hackensack,	  NJ,	  sold	  the	  coal	  to	  
heat	  your	  home	  and	  the	  lumber	  to	  built	  it.	  	  They	  
had	  several	  branches	  in	  Bergen	  County	  NJ	  and	  
Rockland	  County	  NY	  
	  
	  
As	  we	  celebrate	  the	  new	  decade	  and	  sing	  in	  the	  New	  
Year	  1940,	  we	  will	  soon	  be	  drawn	  into	  current	  
political	  developments	  despite	  the	  efforts	  of	  
America	  to	  remain	  neutral	  while	  Hitler	  pursues	  his	  

GP	  
	  
PHOTOS:	  
New	  Year	  
1940	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
See	  letterhead	  
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quest	  to	  expand	  Germany’s	  power	  in	  Europe.	  	  
	  
The	  epic	  film,	  “Gone	  with	  the	  Wind,”	  premiers	  in	  
NYC	  on	  December	  19,	  1939	  	  
	  
See	  chart	  (1942)	  of	  how	  much	  unemployment	  
dropped	  from	  1939-‐1942	  and	  into	  1943,	  1944	  due	  
to	  the	  war.	  
	  

1940	   	   	   SVALLEY	   On	  the	  corner	  of	  Route	  59	  and	  Route	  45,	  before	  Kule	  
bought	  it	  and	  put	  in	  an	  Esso	  gas	  station	  [by	  the	  
Connor	  family?],	  was	  an	  old,	  Victorian	  house,	  and	  
there	  were	  two	  spinster	  sisters	  who	  lived	  in	  the	  
house.	  About	  2am	  one	  morning	  a	  car	  came	  down	  
Route	  59,	  smashed	  into	  the	  house	  and	  stopped	  at	  
the	  foot	  of	  the	  bed	  of	  the	  spinster	  sisters.	  But,	  that	  
really	  demolished	  the	  house.	  -‐AG	  
	  

AG	  150227	  

1940	   	   	   PEARL	  RIVER	   Westley	  Servin	  accidently	  shot	  his	  cousin	  in	  the	  attic	  
of	  his	  family	  home.	  It	  was	  so	  traumatizing	  that	  the	  
family	  sold	  the	  business,	  picked	  up	  and	  moved	  from	  
Pearl	  River	  to	  Arizona.	  
	  

PR	  150224-‐
(33:20)	  

1940	   1	   25	   FAMILY	   Hiram	  B.	  Blauvelt,	  President	  of	  Comfort	  Coal	  sends	  a	  
letter	  to	  the	  Comfort	  Coal	  employees	  announcing	  
that…	  “It	  is	  with	  deep	  regret	  we	  announce	  that	  on	  
Thursday,	  January	  23,	  1940,	  our	  Vice	  President	  and	  
manager	  of	  the	  Spring	  Valley	  yard,	  Mr.	  Laurence	  
Beckerle,	  tendered	  his	  resignation	  to	  the	  company.”	  
due	  to	  health	  reasons.	  	  
	  

SB	  

1940	   1	   25	   FAMILY	   It	  was	  almost	  exactly	  one	  year	  to	  the	  day	  after	  his	  
father	  has	  died,	  LB1	  is	  forced	  out	  from	  Comfort	  Coal	  
at	  age	  51.	  Story	  is	  that	  Elmer	  Blauvelt,	  the	  president	  
of	  Comfort	  Coal	  got	  along	  well	  with	  LB1,	  but	  when	  
his	  son,	  Hiram	  came	  into	  the	  business,	  he	  did	  not	  get	  
along	  with	  LB1.	  Now	  LB1	  has	  no	  job,	  a	  wife	  and	  
three	  children	  to	  support.	  What	  to	  do?	  
	  

	  

1940	   2	   29	   SVALLEY	   Laurence	  Beckerle,	  Vice	  President	  and	  general	  
manager	  of	  the	  Spring	  Valley	  branch	  of	  the	  Comfort	  
Coal	  &	  Lumber	  Company	  has	  announced	  that	  he	  has	  
severed	  his	  connections	  with	  the	  company,	  taking	  
effect	  today.	  
	  
Mr.	  Beckerle	  (LB1)	  has	  served	  the	  company	  and	  its	  
predecessors	  for	  over	  thirty	  years,	  starting	  as	  an	  
office	  boy	  with	  the	  Hackenstack	  Coal	  &	  Lumber	  
Company.	  He	  came	  to	  Spring	  Valley	  as	  the	  manager	  
of	  the	  Spring	  Valley	  Coal	  &	  Lumber	  Company	  when	  
that	  company	  was	  organized	  to	  take	  over	  the	  Smith	  
&	  Burr	  Coal	  &	  Lumber	  business.	  This	  was	  in	  

Headline:	  
Rockland	  
Leader;	  FEB	  29,	  
1940	  article;	  
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November	  1912,	  shortly	  after	  a	  disastrous	  fire	  had	  
burned	  and	  destroyed	  Smith	  &	  Burr	  yards.	  	  
	  
In	  1912,	  when	  Mr.	  Beckerle	  (LB1)	  took	  over	  the	  
management,	  the	  property	  owned	  by	  Spring	  Valley	  
Coal	  &	  Lumber	  Company	  consisted	  of	  an	  office	  and	  
lumber	  shed	  and	  the	  property	  on	  the	  south	  sides	  of	  
the	  tracks	  where	  the	  freight	  house	  was	  located.	  In	  
future	  years,	  property	  north	  of	  the	  railroad	  track	  
was	  acquired	  where	  (in	  1940)	  the	  large	  coal	  pocket	  
and	  lumberyard	  now	  stand.	  The	  property	  were	  the	  
Spring	  Valley	  Post	  Office	  was	  erected	  was	  
purchased	  by	  Comfort	  Coal	  and	  later	  sold	  as	  the	  
Post	  Office	  site.	  A	  garage	  on	  Franklin	  Street	  was	  
added	  to	  the	  company’s	  holdings.	  
	  
Beckerle	  operated	  a	  team	  and	  a	  single	  wagon	  when	  
he	  started	  in	  1912	  and	  worked	  out	  of	  a	  horse	  barn	  
on	  Chestnut	  Street	  where	  the	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  shed	  
is	  now.	  The	  business	  later	  grew	  until	  six	  or	  eight	  
teams	  were	  being	  used.	  In	  the	  good	  times,	  the	  
company	  operated	  as	  many	  as	  fourteen	  or	  fifteen	  
trucks.	  
	  
Among	  those	  who	  came	  to	  work	  for	  Beckerle	  at	  the	  
Comfort	  Coal	  Spring	  Valley	  yard	  were:	  Mike	  
Malinski,	  Charlie	  Mundle,	  Joseph	  Vokolek,	  Bert	  
Conklin	  and	  August	  Schmidt,	  who	  was	  foreman	  of	  
the	  yard	  under	  Mr.	  Beckerle.	  	  Strother	  J.	  Murphy	  
also	  became	  associated	  with	  Beckerle	  and	  the	  
company	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  shortly	  after	  the	  
establishment	  of	  the	  business.	  Mr.	  Murphy	  went	  
from	  Spring	  Valley	  to	  Piermont	  when	  Comfort	  Coal	  
Company	  took	  over	  that	  yard.	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
This	  is	  a	  JNews	  
article	  is	  
referring	  to	  “a	  
single	  wagon”	  
during	  LB’s	  
early	  days	  in	  
Comfort	  Coal	  in	  
Spring	  Valley	  in	  
1912.	  
	  

1940	   2	   29	   SVALLEY	  
	  
	  

Laurence	  working	  from	  his	  home	  starts	  his	  own	  coal	  
and	  lumber	  company.	  Home	  phone	  number	  was	  
618.	  Mother	  was	  very	  quiet	  but	  supportive	  –	  MM	  
	  
Mother	  was	  very	  supportive	  but	  did	  not	  want	  to	  
secure	  the	  loan	  for	  the	  business	  with	  the	  house.	  	  
	  
My	  mother	  never	  learned	  to	  drive	  a	  car,	  only	  the	  
horse	  and	  buggy.	  
	  
My	  grandmother	  (Catherine	  McEntegart)	  said,	  
“grandpa	  is	  going	  into	  business	  but	  he	  only	  thing	  is	  I	  
do	  not	  want	  to	  out	  the	  house	  up	  for	  collateral	  
because	  I	  want	  a	  place	  to	  live.”	  (PQ	  –	  141219-‐006	  
1:58)	  
	  
They	  tried	  to	  give	  him	  some	  sort	  of	  clause	  saying	  

SB	  
14720-‐DB	  
	  
	  
PQ	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Ad	  
from	  the	  
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that	  he	  could	  not	  go	  into	  business	  and	  compete	  with	  
Comfort	  Coal	  (PQ	  –	  141219-‐006	  -‐2:30)	  
	  
LB1	  as	  Vice	  President	  of	  CC	  had	  a	  company	  car,	  a	  
Chrysler,	  and	  they	  took	  the	  company	  car	  away	  from	  
him.	  So,	  he	  also	  needed	  to	  purchase	  a	  new	  car.	  He	  
bought	  a	  Plymouth.	  He	  used	  to	  ride	  to	  work	  at	  
Beckerle	  Lumber	  from	  our	  home	  on	  S.	  Madison	  
Avenue	  on	  a	  moped	  because	  gas	  was	  rationed	  and	  
difficult	  to	  get.	  (Marcey	  150112)	  
	  
“My	  mother	  was	  very	  strong	  to	  have	  supported	  my	  
father.”	  –	  Marcey	  
	  
Pete:	  My	  mother,	  Ellen	  Catherine	  McEntegart,	  was	  a	  
very	  strong	  woman	  and	  she	  kept	  the	  Beckerle	  
family	  together	  as	  my	  dad	  was	  going	  through	  all	  the	  
grief	  at	  Comfort	  Coal	  in	  the	  years	  leading	  up	  to	  his	  
dismissal	  in	  January	  1940.	  Now,	  at	  age,	  51,	  he	  was	  
faced	  with	  starting	  a	  new	  business	  to	  support	  his	  
family	  while	  the	  country	  was	  still	  in	  the	  grips	  of	  the	  
Great	  Depression.	  They	  had	  lost	  three	  children,	  two	  
at	  birth	  and	  Ann	  at	  age	  6	  from	  unexpected	  
complications	  from	  a	  tonsils	  operation.	  Their	  oldest	  
daughter,	  Joan,	  was	  learning	  to	  live	  with	  the	  affects	  
of	  polio	  that	  she	  contracted	  in	  the	  summer	  of	  1935.	  
LB’s	  mother	  died	  in	  June	  1938	  and	  his	  father,	  six	  
months	  later	  in	  January,	  1939.	  
	  
Ellen	  graduated	  from	  the	  first	  class	  of	  Mt.	  St.	  Vincent	  
College	  in	  1914	  
	  
She	  was	  very	  proud	  of	  her	  Irish	  heritage	  
	  
She	  was	  a	  teacher	  before	  meeting	  LB.	  	  
	  
How	  did	  they	  meet?	  
	  
Anything	  else?	  
	  
Pete	  was	  9	  years	  old	  and	  Joan	  was	  almost	  17	  and	  
student	  at	  SVHS.	  (PQ-‐1411219-‐37:58)	  
	  
LB1	  was	  removed	  from	  the	  bank	  board	  of	  directors.	  
(FEB	  1940)	  	  Charlie	  Hawkins	  later	  went	  on	  to	  
become	  the	  chairman	  of	  the	  Rockland	  County	  
Republican	  Party.	  -‐	  Marcey	  
	  
	  

	  
Ineterview	  
with	  Aunt	  
Marcey:	  
150212	  
(1:28:40)	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Notes	  from	  
interview	  with	  
PB	  on	  7/6/15.	  

1940	   2	   29	   SVALLEY	   The	  very	  first	  	  ad	  by	  “Laurence	  Beckerle	  Coal	  &	  
Lumber	  Building	  Materials”	  was	  first	  published	  in	  
the	  Rockland	  Leader	  on	  February	  29,	  1940	  	  

1940-‐0301	  
Orangetown	  
Telegram	  
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announcing	  Laurence	  Beckerle	  –	  Coal,	  Lumber,	  
Building	  Materials	  of	  all	  kinds;	  PHONE	  Spring	  Valley	  
618	  
	  
The	  next	  day	  (3/1)	  the	  small	  ad	  was	  printed	  in	  the	  
Orangetown	  Telegram	  and	  Pearl	  River	  Searchlight	  
	  
NOTE:	  One	  week	  later,	  (March	  1940)	  a	  much	  larger	  
ad	  was	  printed	  announcing	  “Beckerle	  Lumber	  
Supply”	  
	  

	  
PHOTO:	  Small	  
display	  ad	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Larger	  
display	  ad	  	  
	  

1940	   3	   1	   FAMILY	   My	  father	  losing	  his	  job	  at	  Comfort	  Coal	  was	  the	  best	  
thing	  to	  ever	  happen	  because	  otherwise	  he	  would	  
have	  never	  started	  Beckerle	  Lumber.	  -‐	  Marcey	  
	  
If	  he	  had	  never	  lost	  his	  job,	  the	  company	  never	  
would	  have	  been	  started.	  -‐	  DB	  
	  

140720-‐DB	  
(24:15)	  
	  
	  
140720-‐DB	  
(24:30)	  

1940	   3	   4	   EVENTS	   Franklin	  D.	  Roosevelt	  inaugurated	  President	  for	  
third	  term.	  
	  

	  

1940	   3	   7	   SVALLEY	   LB1	  buys	  the	  old	  Kramer	  yard	  and	  starts	  with	  five	  
people	  in	  direct	  competition	  with	  his	  old	  company	  –	  
Comfort	  Coal.	  LB1	  knew	  Kramer	  from	  the	  coal	  and	  
lumber	  business	  and,	  by	  coincidence,	  the	  building,	  
prominently	  located	  at	  the	  intersection	  of	  Route	  59	  
&	  45	  became	  available.	  	  In	  order	  to	  finance	  the	  
purchase	  of	  Kramer,	  LB1	  sells	  corner	  lot	  to	  Henry	  
Kulle	  as	  a	  gas	  station	  and	  sells	  rear	  of	  property	  to	  
Rockland	  Bus	  Company	  for	  access	  to	  their	  yard.	  
	  
Perhaps	  out	  of	  personal	  allegiance	  to	  LB1	  or	  
discomfort	  with	  Comfort	  Coal,	  LB1	  brings	  four	  CC	  
employees	  with	  him	  on	  this	  new	  venture–	  Bolson,	  
Holstein,	  Seely	  and	  Nenninger.	  Sister	  Margaretta	  
ran	  the	  office.	  
	  
Ed	  Bolsen	  Bolson	  yardmand	  and	  driver;	  cam	  with	  
LB1	  from	  Comfort	  Coal.	  The	  company	  had	  only	  one	  
truck.	  
	  
Bill	  Seely	  worked	  in	  office;	  came	  from	  Comfort	  
Coal;	  after	  the	  war	  became	  mayor	  of	  San	  Mateo	  CA.	  
	  
Bill	  Holstein,	  Store	  Manager	  for	  Spring	  Valley,	  
came	  from	  Comfort	  Coal	  &	  Lumber.	  
	  
Dick	  Nenninger,	  a	  yard	  foreman	  with	  Beckerle,	  
came	  from	  Comfort	  Coal	  
	  
Margaretta	  Beckerle	  office	  manager	  and	  sister	  of	  
the	  founder.	  Prior	  to	  Beckerle.	  Margaretta	  sold	  

SB	  
	  
PHOTO:	  
Kramer’s	  
Lumber	  &	  Coal	  
	  
PHOTO:	  
Beckerle	  1958	  
photo	  with	  Pete	  
and	  Dick	  N.	  and	  
one	  truck-‐	  from	  
flier)	  
	  
	  
PHOTOS:	  
Party	  at	  Villa	  
Lafayette	  
	  
Rockland	  
Leader	  ad	  copy	  
(March	  1940)	  
	  
	  
	  
Marcey	  
interview:	  
150212	  
(1:19:30)	  
	  
	  
PETE:	  	  See	  
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insurance.	  
	  
The	  one	  who	  helped	  my	  father	  so	  when	  he	  started	  
out	  was	  his	  sister,	  Margaretta	  (Aunt	  Gretta).	  She	  
went	  into	  the	  business	  to	  help	  him	  and	  she	  had	  
never	  even	  worked	  in	  a	  business.	  	  
	  
Margaretta	  was	  very	  close	  with	  my	  mother	  (sister	  in	  
law)	  and	  would	  come	  home	  to	  our	  house	  (S	  
Madison)	  for	  lunch	  every	  day.	  She	  and	  my	  mother	  
would	  talk	  the	  business	  about	  Beckerle	  Lumber.	  
That	  is	  when	  I	  would	  hear	  a	  lot	  of	  stuff	  about	  that.	  
Then,	  later	  on	  I	  worked	  at	  Beckerle	  Lumber.	  -‐	  
Marcey	  
	  
	  
When	  LB1	  buys	  the	  Kramer	  Lumber	  property,	  he	  
also	  buys	  the	  Wood	  property,	  a	  century	  old	  
landmark	  home	  soon	  [to	  be	  sold	  to	  Kule]	  and	  
replace	  with	  a	  gas	  station.	  
	  
Pete	  Beckerle	  was	  only	  NINE	  years	  old.	  
	  
	  
	  

payroll	  records	  
in	  SV	  for	  dates	  
	  
How	  many	  
employees	  
when	  LB	  first	  
started	  in	  
1940?	  

1940	   3	   8	   SVALLEY	   In	  an	  ad	  that	  Beckerle	  ran	  in	  the	  Rockland	  Leader	  
and	  Orangetown	  Telegraph	  announcing	  that	  
Beckerle	  Lumber	  &	  Supply	  Co	  is	  the	  successors	  to	  
Kramer	  Lumber	  &	  Supply,	  Co.	  and	  “are	  now	  ready	  to	  
serve	  you.”	  
	  
Beckerle	  promoted	  the	  sale	  of	  coal,	  fuel	  oil,	  lumber	  
and	  building	  supplies.	  Beckerle	  advertised	  local	  
delivery	  of	  fuel	  oil	  in	  the	  vicinity	  of	  Spring	  Valley	  at	  
6-‐¾	  cents/gallon.	  
	  
Comfort	  Coal	  was	  very	  upset	  that	  he	  was	  going	  into	  
business	  against	  them.	  With	  a	  store	  in	  the	  middle	  of	  
town	  with	  Beckerle	  name	  on	  it	  in	  BIG	  LETTERS.	  	  
	  
Note:	  Comfort	  Coal	  president,	  Hiram	  Blauvelt,	  now	  
blacklists	  LB1	  and	  Beckerle	  Lumber.	  They	  tried	  to	  
intimidate	  him.	  
	  
LB1	  had	  been	  a	  director	  of	  the	  First	  National	  Bank	  
of	  Spring	  Valley	  and	  Hiram	  Blauvelt	  used	  his	  
influence	  to	  have	  him	  removed	  as	  director	  and	  this	  
lead	  to	  a	  breakup	  between	  LB1	  and	  Hawkins.	  
	  
The	  bank	  director’s	  position,	  the	  car,	  the	  prestige.	  
He	  lost	  all	  of	  that.	  -‐	  Markey	  
	  

PB	  
	  
1940-‐0308	  
Orangetown	  
Telegram	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Large	  
display	  ad	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Markey	  
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All	  his	  potential	  suppliers	  are	  told	  by	  CC	  not	  to	  do	  
business	  with	  Beckerle	  or	  else.	  They	  attempted	  to	  
intimidate	  bankers	  and	  customers.	  But	  loyal	  
customers	  followed	  LB1	  to	  the	  new	  business.	  
	  
	  

1940	   4	   	   FAMILY	   LB1	  was	  always	  a	  jovial	  person.	  He	  would	  be	  the	  
prankster.	  He	  was	  the	  life	  of	  the	  party.	  Very	  lively.	  
Shaking	  hands,	  meeting	  everyone.	  Like	  a	  politician.	  
That	  worked	  in	  his	  favor	  because	  when	  he	  left	  CC	  in	  
January	  1940,	  he	  still	  had	  good	  relationships	  and	  
many	  contacts.	  He	  was	  able	  to	  keep	  some	  of	  the	  
customers	  and	  CC	  had	  a	  fit	  about	  that.	  However,	  CC	  
(Hiram	  Blauvelt)	  was	  trying	  to	  blacklist	  him	  and	  
stop	  him	  from	  getting	  any	  business	  within	  a	  certain	  
number	  of	  miles.	  	  
	  
This	  stress	  had	  been	  building	  up	  for	  the	  past	  couple	  
of	  years.	  	  The	  son,	  Hiram	  Blauvelt,	  came	  into	  the	  
picture	  from	  his	  safari	  in	  Africa	  [1937?]	  to	  take	  over	  
as	  president	  of	  Comfort	  Coal.	  Elmer	  Blauvelt,	  
president	  and	  founder	  of	  CC	  and	  a	  good	  and	  loyal	  
family	  friend	  (and	  mentor)	  to	  LB1	  had	  died	  in	  1938.	  
I	  am	  sure	  LB1	  probably	  “saw	  the	  writing	  on	  the	  
wall.”	  The	  world	  was	  crashing	  in	  on	  him.	  Once	  he	  
left	  he	  setup	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  in	  in	  about	  one	  
month.	  It	  was	  such	  a	  short	  time.	  “After	  he	  got	  the	  
business	  started,	  after	  it	  opened,	  he	  completely	  
collapsed.	  I	  think	  his	  adrenalin	  must	  have	  been	  
driving	  him	  and	  then	  he	  just	  fell	  apart.“	  
	  
“He	  bought	  the	  Kramer	  Lumber	  (March	  1940)	  and	  
that	  was	  like	  a	  coincidence	  or	  fate	  –	  Kramer	  Lumber	  
was	  for	  sale	  right	  there.	  Right	  in	  the	  middle	  of	  town.	  
He	  could	  not	  have	  had	  a	  better	  location.	  It’s	  
amazing!”	  
	  
“I	  am	  sure	  CC	  did	  not	  like	  that	  and	  he	  took	  people	  
from	  CC	  with	  him.”	  
	  
On	  Feb	  29	  he	  placed	  a	  small	  ad	  in	  the	  Rockland	  
Leader	  with	  just	  his	  name	  and	  home	  phone	  number	  
(618).	  	  
	  
“I	  remember	  him	  doing	  business	  at	  home	  on	  the	  
phone.	  Back	  then,	  we	  had	  one	  phone	  and	  it	  was	  in	  
the	  kitchen.	  People	  would	  call	  up	  and	  he	  would	  take	  
coal	  orders.	  It	  didn’t	  do	  that	  long	  because	  he	  quickly	  
moved	  into	  Kramer	  Lumber.	  That	  Kramer	  Lumber’s	  
building	  was	  on	  sale	  was	  a	  gift	  from	  God.”	  The	  
timing	  of	  it	  was	  very	  good	  and	  because	  it	  was	  a	  
“built	  in”	  lumberyard	  and	  an	  excellent	  location.	  That	  

11	  	  
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was	  before	  the	  Palisades	  Parkway	  and	  everyone	  
that	  traveled	  down	  9W	  went	  down	  Route	  59.	  
	  
The	  very	  next	  week,	  (first	  week	  of	  March)	  he	  ran	  a	  
large	  ad	  for	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  Supply.	  
	  
“You	  see,	  he	  was	  good	  at	  public	  relations.”	  
	  
Marcey	  
	  

1940	   4	   	   SVALLEY	   Geiger	  Lumber	  started	  in	  Tallman,	  NY	  at	  the	  same	  
time	  as	  Beckerle	  started	  in	  SVALLEY	  in	  1940	  in	  
Tallman	  also	  and	  were	  good	  competitors	  with	  LB1.	  
Their	  father	  was	  a	  contemporary	  of	  LB1.	  He	  had	  
three	  sons,	  Walter,	  Charles	  and	  Richard,	  two,	  
Charles	  and	  Richard,	  helped	  him	  run	  the	  business.	  
Geiger	  closed	  down	  December	  31,	  1996.	  
	  

140730-‐03_SB	  
	  
	  

1940	   6	   	   SVALLEY	   The	  Finkelstein	  Library	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  was	  built	  
later	  that	  same	  year	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  first	  started	  –	  
1940.	  	  Spring	  Valley	  Library	  formed	  by	  one	  of	  the	  
wealthier	  families	  Mrs.	  Dunlop	  (Silk	  Factory?)	  got	  it	  
started	  upstairs	  in	  the	  South	  Main	  School	  and	  later	  
moved	  to	  Lawrence	  Street	  and	  the	  finally	  the	  library	  
was	  built	  in	  1940.	  It	  was	  being	  built	  in	  the	  late	  1938	  
on	  a	  lot	  across	  from	  my	  home.	  I	  loved	  having	  the	  
library	  right	  across	  the	  street	  from	  our	  home.	  I	  
could	  get	  any	  book	  I	  wanted	  to	  read	  and	  sit	  on	  the	  
front	  porch.	  It	  was	  Ethel	  Heitman	  (the	  first	  mayor	  of	  
Spring	  Valley's	  daughter)	  who	  ran	  the	  library.	  
Sometimes	  she	  would	  be	  late	  and	  she	  gave	  my	  
mother	  a	  key	  (we	  lived	  across	  the	  street)	  and	  would	  
call	  and	  say	  “Mrs.	  Crum	  I	  am	  going	  to	  be	  late,	  Can	  
you	  open	  up	  the	  library?”	  –	  date?	  
	  
My	  mother	  loved	  it.	  
	  
NOTE:	  The	  library	  was	  build	  in	  1940	  at	  a	  cost	  of	  
$25,000	  and	  was	  a	  gift	  to	  the	  community	  from	  Mrs.	  
Sarah	  E.	  Finkelstein	  and	  her	  four	  sons,	  Abe,	  Jack,	  
Charles	  and	  was	  a	  gift	  of	  the	  family	  in	  memory	  of	  
Joseph	  N.	  Finkelstein,	  who	  took	  and	  active	  part	  in	  
the	  life	  of	  the	  community	  and	  made	  large	  donations	  
to	  charitable	  institutions,	  not	  only	  locally	  but	  
throughout	  Rockland	  County.	  	  In	  1960,	  a	  new	  
addition	  to	  be	  used	  as	  the	  children's	  room	  was	  
dedicated	  to	  Joseph's	  son,	  Abraham	  D.	  Finkelstein.	  
In	  1987,	  a	  new	  main	  wing	  for	  the	  library	  was	  
dedicated	  to	  Robert	  H.	  Finkelstein,	  grandson	  of	  
Joseph.	  (Finkelstein	  website)	  
	  

RK	  interview	  

1940	   6	   	   FAMILY	   LB1s	  daughter,	  Joan	  graduated	  from	  SV	  HS	  in	  June	   	  



Beckerle	  Lumber	  Timeline	  –	  DRAFT	   	   Updated:	  7/7/2015	  

	  
SUN	  STUDIOS	  DESIGN	  •	  Marketing	  &	  Media	  Communications	  •	  info@sunstudiosdesign.com	  •	  845-‐429-‐2020	  	   #56	  
	  	  

with	  Class	  of	  1940.	  
	  

1940	   7	   	   SVALLEY	   The	  VanOrden	  home	  next	  to	  the	  new	  library	  became	  
an	  annex	  for	  first	  library.	  Before	  the	  library	  was	  
built,	  Rachel	  K.	  used	  to	  play	  with	  the	  VanOrden	  
children	  and	  they	  would	  to	  sit	  on	  a	  fence	  on	  the	  
property,	  which	  was	  across	  from	  her	  home	  on	  
Madison	  Avenue.	  After	  the	  library	  was	  built,	  she	  
would	  sit	  on	  her	  front	  porch	  and	  read	  books	  that	  
she	  had	  borrowed	  from	  the	  library	  –	  how	  wonderful	  
that	  was!	  
	  

Photo	  needed	  
	  
RK	  interview	  

1941	   	   	   EVENTS	   The	  depression	  continued	  through	  the	  1930s	  and	  
early	  1940s	  until	  the	  war	  started	  in	  1941	  and	  many	  
of	  the	  factories	  were	  geared	  up	  to	  build	  for	  the	  war	  
effort	  and	  helped	  to	  spur	  the	  economy.	  
	  	  

	  

1941	   1	   	   EVENTS	   The	  average	  income	  was	  $1,777	  per	  year,	  a	  new	  
home	  was	  $4,075,	  a	  gallon	  of	  gas	  was	  .12,	  a	  new	  car	  
$850,	  a	  loaf	  of	  bread	  .08	  and	  a	  gallon	  of	  milk	  .54	  
	  

Cost	  of	  living	  in	  
1941	  

1941	   1	   	   EVENTS	   Movie	  theater	  10	  cents	  for	  under	  12	  years	  old	  and	  
25	  cents	  on	  Saturday	  if	  you	  were	  under	  12.	  Her	  
husband	  was	  quite	  short.	  He	  paid	  the	  10	  cents	  but	  
his	  date	  had	  to	  pay	  25	  cents	  to	  go.	  	  
	  

RK	  interview	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Valley	  
Theater	  in	  
Spring	  Valley	  
before	  XXX?	  –	  
Ask	  Bob	  
Knight	  
	  

1941	   3	   4	   EVENTS	   Franklin	  D.	  Roosevelt	  inaugurated	  as	  President	  for	  
third	  term.	  
	  

	  

1941	   6	   	   FAMILY	   “Pete”	  Beckerle	  graduates	  from	  6th	  grade	  at	  St.	  Joseph’s	  
School.	  
	  

Marcey	  Autobio	  

1941	   6	   	   EVENTS	   By	  the	  early	  1940s,	  Monsey	  was	  a	  popular	  summer	  
resort	  where	  people	  came	  to	  enjoy	  the	  peace	  and	  
quiet	  of	  the	  country.	  Several	  of	  these	  hotels	  played	  
an	  important	  role	  in	  the	  development	  of	  the	  
Orthodox	  community,	  as	  many	  were	  converted	  to	  
synagogues	  and	  yeshivas	  after	  closing	  their	  doors	  to	  
summer	  visitors.	  	  
	  
Rabbi	  Shraga	  Feival	  Mendlowitz	  was	  dean	  of	  a	  
Brooklyn	  yeshiva	  when	  he	  moved	  to	  Monsey	  in	  
1942	  and	  established	  the	  first	  schools	  of	  Jewish	  
learning	  in	  the	  area.	  That	  same	  year,	  the	  Yashiva	  of	  
Spring	  Valley	  was	  established.	  	  
	  
The	  Temple	  Beth	  El	  is	  the	  county’s	  largest	  Reform	  
synagogue.	  Founded	  in	  1947,	  it	  held	  its	  first	  

By:	  Harold	  L.	  
Laroff	  
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congregational	  meeting	  at	  the	  Finkelstein	  Memorial	  
Library,	  with	  about	  75	  people.	  The	  temple	  was	  first	  
dedicated	  in	  1951	  at	  15	  W.	  Furman	  Street	  on	  the	  
corner	  of	  Furman	  and	  Chestnut	  Streets.	  	  
	  
It	  flourished	  there	  under	  Rabbi	  Lou	  Frishman	  but	  
was	  eventually	  sold	  to	  the	  Masons	  when	  the	  temple	  
moved	  to	  Viola	  Road.	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  bought	  the	  
building	  from	  the	  Masons	  (in	  DATE?)	  and	  it	  now	  
serves	  Beckerle	  Lumber’s	  Spring	  Valley	  kitchen	  and	  
bath	  showroom.	  -‐	  PB	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
When	  did	  
Beckerle	  buy	  
the	  kitchen	  
showroom	  
building	  from	  
the	  Masons?	  
	  
	  

1941	   9	   	   FAMILY	   Mary	  Alice	  (Marcey)	  did	  not	  go	  to	  Spring	  Valley	  
High	  School.	  She	  was	  sent	  to	  an	  academy	  for	  high	  
school.	  	  That	  is	  because	  my	  father’s	  sister,	  aunt	  
Philomina,	  who	  became	  a	  nun,	  Sr.	  Mary	  Pauline,	  was	  
very	  involved	  in	  our	  family	  and	  would	  tell	  my	  
mother	  that	  I	  was	  walking	  half-‐naked	  down	  the	  
Main	  Street	  of	  Spring	  Valley	  because	  I	  was	  a	  
majorette	  and	  cheer	  leader.	  I	  was	  having	  a	  good	  
time	  and	  they	  thought	  I	  was	  going	  “down	  hill.”	  So,	  
they	  decided	  to	  send	  me	  away	  to	  the	  academy	  for	  
high	  school.	  	  
	  
My	  friend	  from	  the	  high	  school	  academy,	  Louise	  
Grady,	  later	  became	  my	  roommate	  at	  Mount	  St.	  
Vincent	  College.	  She	  was	  with	  us	  when	  Ptl.	  Adam	  
Krainak	  gave	  us	  the	  ticket	  on	  Main	  Street	  on	  Spring	  
Valley	  (see	  1949)	  and	  we	  are	  still	  friends	  to	  this	  day.	  
	  
It	  was	  amazing	  how	  many	  people	  from	  high	  school	  
married	  other	  people	  from	  Spring	  Valley	  and	  most	  
did	  not	  go	  away	  for	  college.	  
	  

Talk	  to	  
Marcey	  	  
150212	  
(1:40:15)	  
	  
PHOTO:	  
Marcey	  as	  a	  
teenager	  -‐	  
Have	  college	  
graduationph
oto	  

1941	   12	   7	   EVENTS	   Imperial	  Japanese	  Empire	  attacks	  US	  at	  Pearl	  
Harbor	  and	  drew	  the	  US	  into	  the	  war.	  

PHOTO:	  
Newspaper	  
headline	  -‐	  YES	  
	  

1941	   12	   8	   EVENTS	   FDR:	  Day	  of	  Infamy	  Speech	  -‐	  Pearl	  Harbor	   140908-‐AK	  
(1:59:09)	  
END	  
	  

1941	   12	   9	   EVENTS	   Many	  young	  boys	  quite	  high	  school	  and	  joined	  the	  
service	  after	  US	  was	  attacked	  by	  the	  Japanese	  at	  
Pearl	  Harbor	  
	  

	  

1942s	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Lee	  C.	  Fletcher,	  a	  teacher	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  High	  
School,	  registered	  for	  the	  WWI	  draft	  at	  age	  28	  
where	  he	  served	  as	  a	  1st	  Lieutenant	  in	  the	  111th	  
Infantry	  Regiment.	  He	  died	  in	  battle	  at	  Fismette,	  
France	  on	  September	  1	  (of	  Sept	  8?),	  1918.	  	  

RK	  interview	  
Get	  photo	  
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The	  village	  of	  Spring	  Valley	  had	  a	  monument	  
erected	  in	  his	  honor	  at	  the	  Spring	  Valley	  High	  School	  
(S	  Main).	  Art	  Gunther	  said,	  while	  a	  student,	  he	  used	  
to	  touch	  that	  monument	  for	  “good	  luck”	  before	  
going	  into	  school	  to	  take	  a	  test.	  Monument	  was	  later	  
moved	  to	  the	  new	  SVHS.	  
	  
NOTE:	  There	  was	  also	  a	  World	  War	  I	  memorial	  at	  
the	  old	  South	  Main	  Street	  School,	  once	  the	  high	  
school,	  which	  I	  touched	  for	  good	  luck.	  It	  was	  a	  
memorial	  to	  the	  principal	  who	  was	  lost	  in	  WW	  I.	  -‐AG	  
	  

1942c	   	   	   EVENTS	   Sugar	  Certificate	  -‐	  Rationing	  of	  sugar	  even	  after	  the	  
war.	  You	  had	  to	  go	  to	  the	  Selective	  Service	  building	  
in	  Suffern	  (where	  the	  old	  Suffern	  Hospital	  once	  was)	  
to	  get	  food	  stamps.	  	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Sugar	  
certificate	  –	  
YES	  (RK)	  

1942	   	   	   EVENTS	   President	  Roosevelt	  ordered	  the	  internment	  of	  
100,000	  Japanese	  American	  civilians.	  
	  

Wiki	  

1942	   	   	   EVENTS	   People	  donated	  their	  car	  bumpers	  from	  the	  steel	  for	  
the	  government,	  for	  the	  war	  effort.	  They	  gave	  them	  
a	  wooded	  bumper	  to	  replace	  the	  steel	  bumper	  New	  
cars	  were	  not	  produced	  for	  model	  years	  1941-‐45	  
because	  companies	  were	  making	  tanks	  &	  other	  
military	  vehicles.	  No	  chrome	  bumpers	  on	  Cadillac.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  
Wooden	  car	  
bumper	  -‐	  GP	  

1942	   	   	   EVENTS	   We	  had	  “V”	  mail.	  Victory	  mail.	  A	  stamp	  on	  the	  
envelope.	  	  
	  

RK	  interview	  

1942	   	   	   EVENTS	   During	  WWII,	  unemployment	  dropped	  to	  2%,	  relief	  
programs	  largely	  ended,	  and	  the	  industrial	  economy	  
grew	  rapidly	  to	  new	  heights	  as	  millions	  of	  people	  
moved	  to	  new	  jobs	  in	  war	  centers,	  and	  16	  million	  
men	  and	  300,000	  women	  were	  drafted	  or	  
volunteered	  for	  military	  service.	  All	  economic	  
sectors	  grew	  during	  the	  war.	  Farm	  output	  went	  
from	  an	  index	  (by	  volume)	  of	  106	  in	  1939	  to	  128	  in	  
1943.	  	  
	  
In	  the	  figure	  below	  an	  overview	  of	  the	  development	  
of	  the	  United	  States	  labor	  force,	  the	  armed	  forces	  
and	  unemployment	  during	  the	  war	  years.	  One	  
contentious	  issue	  involved	  the	  drafting	  of	  fathers,	  
which	  was	  avoided	  as	  much	  as	  possible.	  The	  
drafting	  of	  18-‐year	  olds	  was	  desired	  by	  the	  military	  
but	  vetoed	  by	  public	  opinion.	  Racial	  minorities	  were	  
drafted	  at	  the	  same	  rate	  as	  Whites,	  and	  were	  paid	  
the	  same,	  but	  blacks	  were	  kept	  in	  all-‐black	  units.	  	  
	  
Coal	  output	  went	  from	  446	  million	  tons	  in	  1939	  to	  

Reference	  info	  



Beckerle	  Lumber	  Timeline	  –	  DRAFT	   	   Updated:	  7/7/2015	  

	  
SUN	  STUDIOS	  DESIGN	  •	  Marketing	  &	  Media	  Communications	  •	  info@sunstudiosdesign.com	  •	  845-‐429-‐2020	  	   #59	  
	  	  

651	  in	  1943;	  oil	  from	  1.3	  billion	  barrels	  to	  1.5	  
billion.	  Manufacturing	  output	  doubled,	  from	  an	  
index	  of	  109	  in	  1939	  to	  239	  in	  1943.	  Railroads	  
strained	  to	  move	  it	  all	  to	  market,	  from	  an	  output	  of	  
13.6	  billion	  loaded	  car	  miles	  in	  1939	  to	  23.3	  in	  1943	  
	  

1942	   	   	   EVENTS	   Life	  during	  WWII	  in	  Spring	  Valley	   PHOTOS:	  FE	  
CRUM?	  
	  

1942?	   	   	   EVENTS	   George	  Wiedmiller	  leaving	  for	  the	  war.	  His	  mother	  
(Dahl)	  saying	  goodbye	  in	  front	  of	  Beckerle	  Lumber.	  	  
	  

PHOTO:	  RK	  
Collection	  
	  
CALL	  GEOREG	  
W.	  
	  

1942	   	   	   FAMILY	   My	  dad	  would	  drive	  me	  around	  with	  him	  in	  the	  car	  
on	  Sunday	  afternoon,	  when	  I	  was	  probably	  about	  14	  
or	  15	  yrs	  old	  and	  he’d	  stop	  by	  to	  collect	  money	  for	  
bills	  that	  people	  owed.	  It	  seemed	  like	  he	  knew	  just	  
about	  everyone	  and	  I	  can	  remember	  him	  always	  
signing	  the	  song	  “Katie.”	  
	  

Marcey	  
interview	  
(150225)	  
	  
Pete	  says,”	  	  K-‐
K-‐K-‐Katie”	  

1942	   1	   30	   EVENTS	   President	  Franklin	  D.	  Roosevelt	  revived	  the	  
Advisory	  Commission	  to	  World	  War	  I	  Council	  on	  
National	  Defense	  on	  May	  29,	  1940,	  to	  include	  Price	  
Stabilization	  and	  Consumer	  Protection	  Divisions.	  
Both	  divisions	  merged	  to	  become	  the	  Office	  of	  
Price	  Administration	  and	  Civilian	  Supply	  
(OPACS)	  within	  the	  Office	  for	  Emergency	  
Management	  by	  Executive	  Order	  8734,	  April	  11,	  
1941.	  Civil	  supply	  functions	  were	  transferred	  to	  the	  
Office	  of	  Production	  Management.[2]	  

It	  became	  an	  independent	  agency	  under	  the	  
Emergency	  Price	  Control	  Act,	  January	  30,	  1942.	  The	  
OPA	  had	  the	  power	  to	  place	  ceilings	  on	  all	  prices	  
except	  agricultural	  commodities,	  and	  to	  ration	  
scarce	  supplies	  of	  other	  items,	  including	  tires,	  
automobiles,	  shoes,	  nylon,	  sugar,	  gasoline,	  fuel	  oil,	  
coffee,	  meats	  and	  processed	  foods.	  At	  the	  peak,	  
almost	  90%	  of	  retail	  food	  prices	  were	  frozen.	  It	  
could	  also	  authorize	  subsidies	  for	  production	  of	  
some	  of	  those	  commodities.[3]	  
	  

Wiki	  

1942	   1	   30	   EVENTS	   NOTE:	  An	  economic	  crash	  followed	  WWI	  when	  
106,000	  businesses	  failed,	  between	  l	  450=3,000	  
farmers	  lost	  their	  farms	  and	  5	  ½	  million	  people	  
were	  unemployment.	  
	  
To	  avoid	  a	  repetition	  of	  this	  tragedy	  and	  to	  provide	  
an	  equitable	  distribution	  of	  goods	  not	  needed	  by	  the	  
military,	  the	  US	  Congress	  created	  price	  and	  
rationing	  controls	  through	  the	  Office	  of	  Price	  

50th	  D-‐Day	  
Anniversary	  
Spurs	  
Recollection	  of	  
OPA	  Support	  
Programs	  by:	  
William	  H,	  
Meyer,	  Jr.	  South	  
of	  the	  
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Administration.	  OPA	  functioned	  primarily	  under	  
three	  headings:	  Price	  control	  through	  the	  
Emergency	  Price	  Control	  Act,	  the	  War	  Emergency	  
Price	  Control	  Act,	  the	  Production	  Board	  and	  
rationing	  under	  the	  second	  War	  Powers	  Act.	  (p	  12)	  
	  

Mountains:	  Vol	  
39	  No.	  1	  
January-‐	  March	  
1995	  

1942	   2	   	   EVENTS	   Rachel	  Ks	  mother	  was	  a	  block	  warden	  and	  had	  to	  
run	  up	  and	  down	  Madison	  Avenue	  to	  make	  sure	  on	  
one	  had	  lights	  showing	  when	  we	  had	  alerts.	  We	  all	  
had	  one	  room	  in	  the	  house	  with	  all	  black	  shades	  so	  
we	  could	  sit	  in	  that	  room.	  My	  mother	  had	  to	  notify	  
them	  if	  you	  could	  see	  the	  light.	  They	  were	  afraid,	  
being	  so	  close	  to	  New	  York.	  	  
	  
Wikipedia:	  Early	  in	  the	  war,	  it	  became	  apparent	  that	  
German	  U-‐boats	  were	  using	  the	  backlighting	  of	  
coastal	  cities	  in	  the	  Eastern	  Seaboard	  and	  the	  South	  
to	  destroy	  ships	  exiting	  harbors.	  It	  became	  the	  first	  
duties	  of	  civilians	  recruited	  for	  local	  civilian	  defense	  
to	  ensure	  that	  lights	  were	  either	  off	  or	  thick	  curtains	  
drawn	  over	  all	  windows	  at	  night.	  
	  

RK	  interview	  

1942	   3	   	   EVENTS	   The	  United	  Service	  Organizations	  (USO)	  was	  
founded	  in	  1941	  in	  response	  to	  a	  request	  from	  
President	  Franklin	  D.	  Roosevelt	  to	  provide	  morale	  
and	  recreation	  services	  to	  uniformed	  military	  
personnel.	  The	  USO	  brought	  together	  six	  civilian	  
agencies:	  the	  Salvation	  Army,	  Young	  Men's	  Christian	  
Association,	  Young	  Women's	  Christian	  
Association,	  National	  Catholic	  Community	  Service,	  
National	  Travelers	  Aid	  Association,	  and	  the	  National	  
Jewish	  Welfare	  Board.	  
	  

Wikipedia	  

1942	   3	   	   EVENTS	   Spring	  Valley	  Lions	  collected	  paper	  and	  kept	  them	  
in	  a	  garage	  in	  on	  West	  Street	  in	  Spring	  Valley,	  just	  
west	  of	  Commerce	  Street.	  Jim	  List	  was	  a	  WWI	  
veteran	  who	  was	  blind	  w/dark	  glasses	  in	  photo.	  –	  
Photo	  marked	  1942.	  Also	  one	  with	  LB1	  tossing	  
paper	  into	  Beckerle	  truck.	  
	  
Note:	  Various	  items,	  previously	  discarded,	  were	  
saved	  after	  use	  for	  what	  was	  called	  "recycling"	  years	  
later.	  Families	  were	  requested	  to	  save	  fat	  drippings	  
from	  cooking	  for	  use	  in	  soap	  making.	  Neighborhood	  
"scrap	  drives"	  collected	  scrap	  copper	  and	  brass	  for	  
use	  in	  artillery	  shells.	  
	  

140908-‐AK	  
(1:56:20)	  
	  
PHOTO:	  1942	  
Lions	  -‐	  	  	  
	  
Ask	  George	  
Wiedmiller	  
about	  names	  
of	  people.	  
	  
Please	  email	  
the	  photo	  to	  PB	  
for	  names.	  
	  	  

1942	   3	   	   SVALLEY	   Village	  of	  Spring	  Valley:	  a	  lot	  of	  Jewish	  
delicatessens,	  Brown	  &	  Arvanenites	  Ice	  Cream	  
Parlor,	  Huffman's,	  5	  ice	  cream	  parlors,	  Fink's	  
(Corner	  of	  Church	  &	  Main),	  5	  drug	  stores,	  3	  news	  

140908-‐AK	  
	  
PHOTO:	  
Spring	  Valley	  
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stands	  connected	  to	  a	  store,	  2	  shoe	  stores	  -‐	  Levines	  
and	  Milewski's	  Shoe	  Store,	  Zigler's	  had	  a	  general	  
store	  -‐	  candies,	  postcards,	  Gordon's	  Drug	  Store	  (NW	  
corner	  of	  Commerce	  &	  Main).	  Milewski	  used	  to	  send	  
local	  newspapers	  “Rockland	  Leader”	  to	  the	  boys	  in	  
the	  service	  from	  Spring	  Valley.	  
	  

in	  1940s	  

1942	   3	   	   SVALLEY	   Once	  the	  war	  started	  Camp	  Shanks	  helped	  out	  LB1	  a	  
lot	  in	  the	  early	  years	  of	  the	  business	  because	  he	  got	  
a	  lot	  of	  contacts	  out	  of	  there.	  He	  went	  over	  and	  
introduced	  himself	  to	  the	  commandant.	  	  
	  
Beckerle	  was	  and	  early	  customer	  and	  we	  began	  
delivering	  construction	  materials	  to	  Camp	  Shanks	  in	  
the	  fall	  of	  1942	  and	  within	  a	  few	  months	  they	  had	  it	  
built.	  	  
	  
“Shanks	  contracts	  really	  helped	  LB1	  get	  started”	  -‐	  
AG	  
	  
	  

PB	  

1942	   6	   	   EVENTS	   My	  brothers	  had	  an	  excursion	  down	  to	  Beckerle	  
Lumber.	  My	  cousin	  who	  had	  been	  visiting	  was	  up	  in	  
the	  attic	  had	  no	  flooring	  but	  beams	  and	  not	  as	  agile	  
and	  stepped	  off,	  falling	  through	  the	  ceiling	  and	  
landed	  on	  my	  mother’s	  bed.	  The	  boys	  (her	  brothers)	  
had	  to	  go	  down	  to	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  at	  Route	  45	  &	  
59	  to	  carry	  back	  a	  big	  sheet	  of	  sheetrock	  to	  fix	  the	  
ceiling.	  Thanks	  to	  Beckerle,	  they	  were	  close	  by.	  That	  
was	  one	  of	  the	  things	  about	  living	  in	  the	  town	  as	  
opposed	  to	  the	  country	  later.	  When	  you	  needed	  
something,	  you	  could	  go	  right	  out	  and	  get	  it.	  We	  
know	  almost	  everyone	  in	  town	  and	  on	  our	  block.	  
	  

RK	  interview	  

1942	   6	   	   EVENTS	   As	  World	  War	  II	  became	  a	  reality,	  the	  women	  (no	  
longer	  children)	  on	  the	  home	  front	  again	  took	  up	  
their	  knitting	  needles.	  They	  were	  observed	  knitting	  
in	  theaters	  while	  watching	  a	  movie.	  I	  personally	  
know	  someone	  who	  did	  this	  at	  the	  Broadway	  
Theater	  in	  Haverstraw.	  I	  tried	  it	  home	  without	  
lights,	  but	  no	  success.	  I	  needed	  lights!	  –	  Helen	  
DeNoylles	  
	  

Memories	  of	  
the	  War	  Years:	  
by	  Helen	  
DeNoyelles:	  
South	  of	  the	  
Mountains	  Vol.	  
40	  No.	  1	  –	  
January	  –	  
March	  1996	  
	  

1942	   9	   	   SVALLEY	   Photos	  of	  Camp	  Shanks	  –	  Beckerle	  was	  one	  of	  
many	  companies	  that	  supplied	  lumber	  for	  Camp	  
Shanks	  -‐	  need	  more	  info	  
	  
	  
When	  they	  built	  Camp	  Shanks,	  they	  took	  everyone's	  
home	  and	  built	  this	  major	  facility.	  (PB);	  Located	  
between	  Route	  303	  and	  Western	  Highway.	  From	  

PHOTO:	  CSM	  
	  
NEED:	  	  
Check	  Scott	  
Webber	  book	  
on	  Camp	  
Shanks	  
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Orangeburg	  Road	  south	  to	  the	  NJ	  line.	  See	  Scott	  
Webber	  book	  on	  Camp	  Shanks.	  
	  
Within	  two	  months,	  they	  had	  all	  the	  barracks	  built.	  –	  
AG	  150227	  (8:50)	  
	  
Farmers	  said	  Camps	  Shanks	  grew	  faster	  than	  their	  
crops	  –	  JC	  150224	  (2:26)	  	  
	  
Lumberyards	  were	  rationed	  in	  terms	  of	  how	  much	  
lumber	  they	  could	  buy.	  But,	  if	  they	  had	  a	  
government	  contract,	  they	  could	  purchase	  larger	  
amounts	  than	  were	  allowed	  under	  rationing.	  Ie:	  (2	  
cars	  of	  lumber)	  (PB	  141009-‐13:00)	  
	  
Rationing	  also	  caused	  suppliers	  to	  limit	  how	  much	  
material	  they	  could	  purchase	  and	  how	  much	  they	  
could	  charge	  for	  it.	  If	  you	  wanted	  (i.e.:	  100)	  bags	  of	  
cement,	  they	  made	  us	  buy	  a	  whole	  load	  of	  short	  
handled	  shovels	  in	  order	  to	  get	  the	  cement	  because	  
there	  was	  no	  ration	  or	  limit	  on	  price	  of	  the	  shovels.	  
"If	  you	  buy	  100	  short	  handled	  shovels,	  maybe	  we	  
could	  sell	  you	  another	  couple	  of	  bags	  of	  cement."	  
After	  awhile,	  Beckerle	  had	  so	  many	  short	  handled	  
shovels	  that	  it	  became	  a	  joke	  around	  the	  
lumberyard.	  Everyone	  who	  came	  in,	  we	  wanted	  to	  
give	  them	  a	  shovel.	  (141009-‐13:50).	  I	  can't	  sell	  you	  
those	  2x4s	  for	  more	  than	  10	  cents	  a	  foot,	  but	  if	  you	  
want	  more,	  I	  can	  sell	  you	  some	  flatware.	  Our	  
basement	  at	  the	  store	  was	  full	  of	  flatware	  (knives	  
and	  utensils).	  
	  

	  
	  
PHOTOS:	  	  
Building	  of	  
Camp	  Shanks.	  
Check	  with	  
Orangeburg	  
Museum?	  
	  
For	  example:	  
price	  controls	  
	  
Other,	  better,	  
examples?	  
	  

1942	   12	   15	   EVENTS	   Women	  volunteered	  to	  work	  for	  the	  Red	  Cross,	  the	  
USO	  and	  other	  agencies.	  Other	  women	  previously	  
employed	  only	  in	  the	  home,	  or	  in	  traditionally	  
female	  work,	  took	  jobs	  in	  factories	  that	  directly	  
supported	  the	  war	  effort,	  or	  filled	  jobs	  vacated	  by	  
men	  who	  had	  entered	  military	  service.	  Enrollment	  
in	  high	  schools	  and	  colleges	  plunged	  as	  many	  high	  
school	  and	  college	  students	  dropped	  out	  to	  take	  war	  
jobs.	  
	  

Wikipedia	  

1943	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Blue	  stars	  hung	  in	  the	  window	  of	  homes	  for	  each	  
son	  in	  service.	  Gold	  stars	  hung	  in	  the	  window	  of	  
homes	  that	  lost	  a	  son	  in	  the	  war	  (1941-‐45).	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Scan	  of	  
blue	  star	  –	  YES	  
(RKaufman	  
collection)	  
	  

1943	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Soldiers	  leaving	  from	  Piermont	  Pier	  or	  coming	  in	  
and	  going	  to	  Camp	  Shanks.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  HSRC	  
or	  OVBERG	  
Museum	  -‐	  YES	  
	  

1943	   	   	   EVENTS	   One	  of	  the	  spotters	  was	  Art	  Gunther’s	  grandfather	   RK	  collection:	  
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(?)	  during	  WWII.	  That	  was	  taken	  at	  the	  Harriman	  
Farm	  in	  Monsey.	  	  
	  
Location:	  Go	  north	  on	  Route	  306,	  and	  then	  turn	  left,	  
toward	  blueberry	  hills	  condos.	  GO	  union	  road	  on	  
Route	  306	  north	  300	  feet	  on	  left	  takes	  you	  thru	  to	  
Blueberry	  Hill	  apartments	  (between	  viola	  and	  
Maple	  Ave	  on	  Route	  306)	  That	  was	  the	  Harriman	  
School	  property.	  -‐	  Adam	  K	  140908-‐AK(1:23:30)	  
	  

JNews	  scan	  
	  

1943	   	   	   EVENTS	   We	  backed	  the	  attack	  –	  bonds	  during	  WWII	  
	  

PHOTO:	  
scanned	  RK	  
collection	  -‐	  YES	  
	  

1943	   	   	   EVENTS	   During	  the	  war	  the	  car	  manufacturers	  stopped	  
making	  cars.	  ie:	  1943-‐1945.	  
	  
Note:	  	  figures	  concerning	  the	  few	  "manufactured"	  
automobiles	  during	  the	  production	  freeze	  of	  1943-‐
1945.	  In	  particular,	  the	  auto	  industry	  says	  there	  
were	  139	  cars	  built	  in	  1943	  and	  610	  built	  in	  1944.	  
There	  were	  1941	  and	  1942	  models	  left	  over	  before	  
the	  car	  sales	  freeze,	  that	  the	  military	  took	  over	  for	  
staff	  cars	  and	  "titled"	  them	  as	  1943-‐1944-‐1945	  
models.	  These	  were	  the	  "black	  out	  models"	  made	  
towards	  the	  end.	  
	  

PB_141009-‐
6:10	  

1943	   	   	   FAMILY	   LB1	  was	  one	  to	  also	  watch	  money	  carefully:	  “My	  
father	  took	  us	  all	  out	  to	  dinner	  all	  the	  children	  and	  
grand	  children.	  Then	  we	  all	  got	  home,	  He	  got	  home	  
before	  us.	  LB1	  was	  careful	  with	  money	  and	  didn't	  go	  
through	  the	  toll,	  in	  order	  to	  save	  25	  cents.”	  -‐	  Marcey	  
	  

	  

1943	   	   	   EVENTS	   WW	  II	  memories:	  We	  had	  an	  honor	  roll	  with	  list	  of	  
everyone’s	  name	  that	  was	  in	  the	  service	  and	  it	  was	  
near	  the	  bank.	  	  I	  think	  the	  bank	  maintained	  it.	  It	  was	  
a	  favorite	  meeting	  place.	  “I	  will	  meet	  you	  at	  the	  
honor	  roll	  sign.”	  	  
	  
During	  the	  war,	  a	  lot	  of	  us	  girls	  would	  go	  to	  the	  USO.	  
The	  bus	  would	  pick	  us	  up	  and	  take	  us	  to	  Pearl	  River	  
where	  we	  had	  a	  USO	  center	  and	  later	  to	  Nyack	  
where	  we	  had	  a	  center.	  Sometimes	  we	  would	  go	  on	  
a	  night	  and	  no	  one	  from	  Camp	  Shanks	  would	  
appear.	  They	  were	  off	  in	  the	  ships	  or	  were	  not	  
allowed	  to	  go	  out	  that	  night.	  Us	  girls	  had	  
entertainment.	  We	  would	  play	  games	  or	  dance	  and	  
put	  music	  on.	  Did	  not	  know	  who	  would	  be	  there.	  
During	  the	  war,	  we	  all	  pulled	  together.	  We	  all	  did	  
what	  we	  could	  –	  folded	  bandages,	  identified	  
airplanes	  (not	  too	  well),	  we	  had	  guidebooks	  with	  
silhouettes	  of	  planes,	  went	  to	  the	  USO	  and	  also	  to	  

RK	  interview	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Honor	  
Roll	  sign	  in	  
Spring	  Valley?	  
	  
-‐	  AG	  used	  to	  
touch	  before	  
school	  for	  good	  
luck!	  
	  
	  
	  
PHOTO:	  USO	  
Center	  –	  
OBERG	  
Museum	  -‐	  YES	  
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Camp	  Shanks	  for	  dances	  at	  the	  Officers	  Club.	  
	  
People	  were	  very	  involved	  in	  the	  war	  effort	  and	  
with	  each	  other	  too.	  If	  someone	  lost	  someone	  in	  the	  
war	  everyone	  felt	  the	  loss.	  You	  have	  to	  appreciate	  
Gary	  Onderdonk	  (Spring	  Valley)	  who	  got	  things	  
going,	  gave	  service	  to	  the	  community.	  Some	  of	  his	  
relatives	  ran	  a	  boarding	  house	  during	  WWI.	  	  
	  
We	  survived	  without	  having	  the	  meat,	  sugar.	  People	  
grew	  victory	  gardens.	  We	  had	  one	  at	  Brick	  Church	  
Elementary	  School.	  	  
	  

1943	   	   	   EVENTS	   Entertaining	  the	  troops	  was	  an	  important	  both	  
home	  and	  abroad.	  The	  Manse	  barn	  in	  Tappan	  
served	  as	  one	  of	  the	  Rockland	  sites	  for	  the	  USO,	  
from	  1943-‐1946.	  
	  
Many	  local	  women	  volunteered	  their	  time	  as	  dance	  
partners	  in	  addition	  to	  serving	  coffee,	  sandwiches	  
and	  donuts.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  USO	  
dance	  from	  
OBURG	  
Museum;	  	  
	  
Source	  text:	  
Rockland	  
County:	  A	  
Century	  of	  
History	  by	  
Linda	  
Zimmermann	  
	  

1943	   1	   4	   EVENTS	   The	  isolated,	  semi-‐rural	  nature	  of	  Rockland	  County	  
changed	  forever	  with	  the	  official	  opening	  of	  Camp	  
Shanks	  on	  January	  4,	  1943.	  It	  consists	  of	  a	  total	  of	  
2,040	  acres	  of	  land.	  The	  US	  War	  Department	  
condemned	  and	  purchased	  1,365	  acres	  from	  
approximately	  100	  private	  property	  owners	  under	  
the	  War	  Powers	  Act.	  An	  additional	  675	  acres	  were	  
leased	  from	  the	  Blauvelt	  Range.	  The	  land	  acquired	  
from	  private	  owners	  was	  assessed	  at	  between	  $150	  
-‐	  $250	  per	  acre,	  with	  a	  total	  estimated	  cost	  of	  
$1,500,000.	  Included	  were	  77	  acres	  leased	  from	  the	  
State	  of	  New	  York	  for	  the	  construction	  of	  hospital	  
buildings.	  This	  leased	  area	  was	  part	  of	  the	  Rockland	  
State	  Hospital	  lands	  and	  included	  three	  stone	  
buildings,	  five	  stories	  in	  height.	  	  
	  
The	  purpose	  of	  Camp	  Shanks	  was	  to	  receive,	  
assemble	  and	  properly	  equip	  troops	  destined	  for	  
overseas	  duty.	  The	  total	  bunk	  capacity	  for	  the	  camp	  
was	  46,875.	  An	  additional	  25	  additional	  acres	  were	  
leased	  from	  Robert	  Gair	  Co.,	  Inc.	  of	  Piermont,	  NY	  for	  
the	  construction	  of	  a	  new	  wooden	  Hudson	  River	  
pier	  and	  ferry	  landing.	  The	  Piermont	  Pier	  provided	  
the	  embarking	  point	  for	  departing	  GI's	  to	  board	  the	  
harbor	  boats	  that	  would	  take	  them	  downriver	  to	  
Europe	  bound	  troop	  carriers	  awaiting	  them	  in	  New	  

Camp	  Shanks	  
Construction	  
and	  Facilities	  
Document	  
(Orangeburg	  
History	  
Museum)	  
	  
PHOTOS:	  Camp	  
Shanks	  
Buildings,	  USO	  
and	  embarking	  
form	  Piermont	  
Pier.	  
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York	  Harbor.	  There	  were	  also	  troop	  ships	  docked	  in	  
Piermont	  that	  would	  head	  out	  directly	  overseas.	  
	  
Other	  facilities	  provided	  were	  troop	  unloading	  area,	  
administrative	  area,	  reception	  center,	  housing	  for	  
Women’s	  Army	  Corps,	  warehouse	  and	  utility	  areas,	  
fuel	  storage	  and	  a	  sanitary	  land	  fill.	  Accessary	  areas	  
included	  theaters,	  chapels,	  firehouses,	  post	  office,	  
and	  a	  telegraph	  and	  telephone	  building.	  
	  
A	  total	  of	  1,362,630	  American	  Servicemen	  were	  
moved	  through	  Camp	  Shanks,	  which	  was	  the	  major	  
east-‐coast	  Port	  of	  Embarkation	  for	  troops	  headed	  
overseas.	  
	  

1943	   9	   	   EVENTS	   The	  Brook	  School	  in	  Hilburn,	  N.Y.	  was	  an	  all-‐black	  
school,	  which	  parents	  fought	  to	  desegregate	  in	  the	  
early	  1930s	  and	  again	  in	  1943.	  Thurgood	  Marshall	  
was	  hired	  by	  the	  NAACP	  to	  desegregate	  the	  school.	  
Thurgood	  Marshall	  won	  a	  disparity	  case	  regarding	  
integration	  of	  the	  schools	  of	  Hilburn	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  
village's	  African-‐American	  parents	  11	  years	  before	  
his	  landmark	  U.S.	  Supreme	  Court	  case	  of	  Brown	  v.	  
Board	  of	  Education.	  
	  

Wiki	  

1944	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Spring	  Valley	  was	  historically	  a	  summer	  vacation	  
resort.	  People	  would	  come	  up	  from	  the	  city	  and	  stay	  
in	  these	  hotels.	  in	  the	  1940s	  AND	  1950s	  (changed	  
after	  the	  TZ	  Bridge	  and	  Thruway	  in	  1955)	  
	  
The	  immigrant	  population	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  has	  been	  
evolving	  for	  many	  years	  -‐-‐	  from	  one	  group	  to	  
another.	  "In	  our	  business,	  we	  deal	  with	  a	  lot	  of	  
people	  who	  immigrated	  here	  from	  somewhere	  else	  
for	  opportunity.	  Even	  without	  a	  lot	  of	  education,	  
you	  can	  work	  hard	  and	  be	  successful	  and	  live	  the	  
American	  Dream	  if	  you	  get	  into	  the	  trades	  –
	  masonry,	  contracting,	  drywall	  and	  painting.	  People	  
who	  are	  2nd	  or	  3rd	  generation	  Americans	  are	  not	  
necessarily	  going	  into	  hard	  working	  jobs	  like	  that.	  
The	  entrepreneurs	  are	  the	  immigrants."	  -‐	  LB	  
(141009	  -‐	  35:23)	  
	  
Currently	  it	  is	  the	  Haitians	  and	  Central	  Americans,	  
the	  Hasidim.	  
	  
In	  the	  1950s	  and	  1960s	  there	  was	  a	  whole	  
migration	  from	  the	  south	  of	  black	  people	  migrating	  
north	  for	  better	  opportunity.	  Many	  of	  the	  hotels	  
later	  became	  welfare	  hotels.	  Things	  really	  changed	  
in	  1955-‐1956,	  after	  the	  completion	  of	  the	  Tappan	  
Zee	  Bridge.	  

1940s	  
	  
	  
	  
PHOTOS:	  
Construction	  
from	  that	  time	  
period.	  –GP	  
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There	  was	  also	  an	  influx	  of	  immigrants	  coming	  in	  
from	  Europe;	  the	  Russian	  Revolution,	  brought	  in	  
Ukranian	  and	  Russian	  people	  in	  and	  they	  settled	  in	  
Spring	  Valley.	  Also	  Polish	  and	  Portugese	  (late	  1940s	  
and	  1950s)	  
	  
How	  did	  we	  get	  such	  a	  huge	  Portugese	  population?	  
They	  do	  a	  lot	  of	  concrete	  work.	  JJJ	  Concrete.	  
	  
Tolstoy	  Foundation	  was	  established	  in	  1939	  by	  
Alexander	  Tolstoy	  to	  aid	  Russians	  immigrating,	  in	  
hiding	  or	  to	  get	  a	  job	  when	  they	  came	  to	  the	  US.	  
Many	  came	  from	  Austria	  and	  Poland	  after	  the	  war	  
and	  worked	  in	  the	  masonry	  trades	  in	  late	  1950s	  and	  
early	  1960s.	  	  
	  
The	  carpenter	  trades	  came	  from	  the	  Scandinavian	  
countries	  –	  Norway	  became	  a	  feeding	  ground	  for	  a	  
lot	  of	  the	  carpenters	  in	  Rockland	  County.	  They	  
would	  start	  as	  carpenters	  and	  then	  go	  on	  to	  become	  
builders...	  and	  they	  were	  building	  the	  houses.	  (PB	  
34:13).	  
	  
Torsoe	  and	  Bergstol	  -‐	  very	  hard	  working	  and	  took	  
their	  talent	  and	  their	  ability	  to	  work	  (PB	  34:36)	  and	  
became	  very	  successful	  in	  the	  construction	  world.	  
Knudsen	  was	  another.	  
	  
There	  are	  many	  contractors	  over	  the	  years	  that	  will	  
come	  back	  and	  tell	  us	  "thanks	  to	  your	  dad	  or	  your	  
grandfather	  because	  he	  gave	  me	  credit	  when	  no	  one	  
else	  would	  and	  helped	  me	  get	  started."	  They	  were	  
new	  in	  the	  country	  at	  the	  time,	  didn't	  have	  any	  
credit	  or	  a	  young	  guy	  getting	  started.	  -‐LB	  (37:00)	  
	  
Kenny	  Torsoe,	  who	  is	  probably	  one	  of	  the	  most	  
successful	  businessmen	  in	  the	  county	  right	  now,	  he	  
and	  his	  brother	  Harold	  Harald	  were	  our	  best	  
customers	  for	  years	  and	  years.	  Kenny	  branched	  out	  
into	  banking	  and	  developing	  and	  all	  that.	  Those	  two	  
brothers	  came	  here	  in	  the	  1950s	  and	  1960s?	  from	  
Norway	  with	  no	  education	  and	  they	  are	  self-‐made	  
men.	  (although	  not	  always	  easy	  to	  understand	  :-‐)	  
Harold	  died	  March	  14,	  2011	  and	  Kenny	  went	  on	  to	  
become	  founder	  of	  the	  Greater	  Hudson	  Bank	  in	  
Bardonia.	  	  
	  
I	  interviewed	  Ken	  Torsoe.	  He	  is	  almost	  80	  years	  old	  
now	  
	  
The	  Steiner	  Foundation	  have	  also	  been	  good	  
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Do	  you	  want	  
me	  to	  
interview	  a	  
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customers	  –	  The	  Threefold	  Foundation	  and	  a	  
philosophy	  of	  how	  to	  live,	  etc.	  Dr.	  Shcharf;	  Contact	  
wife:	  Ann	  Scharf;	  her	  son	  Michael	  is	  the	  architect	  
there.	  
	  
The	  Haitian	  population	  has	  also	  grown	  too.	  Who	  can	  
we	  talk	  to?	  Contact:	  
	  
The	  Hasidic	  population	  -‐	  Victor	  Mandel?	  Michael	  
gave	  me	  some	  contacts.	  They	  buy	  the	  large	  
materials	  from	  other	  Hasidic	  suppliers	  but	  they	  
come	  to	  us	  for	  the	  smaller	  items,	  paint,	  etc.	  
	  

customer	  who	  
is	  Orthodox?	  	  
	  
Call	  Victor	  
Mandel?	  
Mike?	  Somone	  
else?	  
	  
Pete:	  Not	  
important	  to	  
interview.	  

1944c	   	   	   EVENTS	   During	  the	  gas	  rationing	  no	  one	  taught	  me	  to	  drive.	  
So,	  I	  road	  on	  the	  school	  bus	  with	  the	  students	  to	  go	  
to	  Brick	  Church.	  
	  
On	  the	  way	  back	  from	  school,	  the	  bus	  only	  went	  as	  
far	  as	  Viola	  and	  I	  had	  the	  walk	  the	  mile	  to	  our	  home	  
on	  Madison.	  	  
	  

	  

1944	   	   	   EVENTS	   During	  the	  war,	  the	  Brooklyn	  Dodgers	  trained	  at	  
Bear	  Mt	  because	  of	  transportation	  issues	  due	  to	  gas	  
rationing.	  
	  
Terry	  Hecker	  (Nee	  Martin)	  father	  was	  mgr	  @	  
Bear	  Mt	  .	  Family	  now	  owns	  river	  club	  in	  Nyack	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Bear	  
Mt.	  YES	  
	  

1944	   	   	   EVENTS	   Spring	  Valley	  War	  Rally	  along	  Main	  Street;	  Spring	  
Valley,	  NY	  
	  
This	  is	  the	  American	  Legion	  Brigade	  (140908-‐AK	  
(1:15:30)	  
	  

FE	  Crum	  photo	  
-‐	  YES	  

1944	   	   	   FAMILY	   LB1	  bought	  daughter	  Joan	  a	  16mm	  movie	  camera	  as	  
a	  graduation	  present	  for	  college.	  But,	  then	  LB1	  
immediately	  used	  it	  himself	  to	  film	  local	  events	  in	  
Spring	  Valley.	  He	  shot	  many	  films	  in	  the	  1940s	  and	  
1950s	  	  
	  

LB1	  with	  
16mm	  camera.	  
Have	  photo?	  He	  
filmed	  a	  lot	  o	  
parades	  right?	  	  
	  

1944	   1	   31	   EVENTS	   The	  Historical	  Society	  of	  Spring	  Valley	  was	  
organized	  on	  January	  31,	  1944,	  at	  a	  meeting	  held	  at	  
the	  Finkelstein	  Memorial	  Library.	  The	  following	  
officers	  were	  elected:	  President,	  Wilfred	  B.	  Talman;	  
first	  vice-‐president,	  Harold	  T.	  Sherwood;	  second	  
vice-‐president,	  Mrs.	  Ellen	  V.	  O.	  Kerr;	  third	  vice-‐
president,	  Peter	  Murdock;	  fourth	  vice-‐president,	  
Samuel	  Berg;	  secretary,	  Saxby	  Vouler	  Penfold;	  
treasurer,	  Charles	  W.	  Hawkins.	  
	  

Random	  Notes	  
on	  Rockland	  
County.	  

1944	   4	   	   SVALLEY	   The	  Beckerle	  store	  had	  a	  big	  picture	  display	  
window	  in	  the	  front	  and	  my	  father	  would	  decorate	  

Marcey	  150225	  
(1:01)	  
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it	  for	  each	  of	  the	  holidays	  –	  like	  Halloween	  or	  
Chirstmas.	  (Remember.	  he	  was	  a	  prankster).	  So,	  at	  
Easter	  he	  got	  bunnies	  in	  there	  and	  he	  dyed	  them..	  
There	  were	  pink	  bunnies	  and	  blue	  bunnies	  and	  
yellow	  bunnies	  and	  someone	  complained	  to	  the	  
ASPCA	  (?)	  because	  they	  said	  it	  was	  cruelty	  to	  
animals.	  	  
	  

1944	   6	   3	   FAMILY	   Laurence	  Beckerle	  turns	  56	  on	  June	  3,	  1944.	  
	  

	  

1943	   6	   	   SVALLEY	   Unknown	  to	  his	  parents,	  Pete	  was	  working	  in	  a	  
bowling	  alley	  setting	  pins	  to	  make	  some	  extra	  
money	  after	  school.	  When	  LB1	  found	  out,	  he	  did	  not	  
like	  the	  idea	  of	  his	  son	  working	  in	  a	  bowling	  alley,	  
which	  at	  the	  time	  was	  not	  considered	  a	  reputable	  
place	  for	  a	  young	  boy.	  	  	  
	  
LB	  said	  to	  Pete,	  “If	  you	  want	  to	  work,	  come	  down	  to	  
the	  lumber	  yard	  at	  7:30am.	  There,	  Pete	  worked	  
stacking	  a	  large	  pile	  of	  bricks	  that	  were	  dumped	  by	  
the	  dump	  truck	  into	  stacks	  of	  300	  –	  500	  per	  palette.	  
LB	  paid	  him	  35	  cents	  per	  thousand.	  
	  
Pete	  then	  began	  working	  holidays	  and	  summer	  
vacations	  in	  the	  lumber	  yard.	  	  
	  

Interview:	  
150706	  –	  
02:50:40	  (PB)	  
	  
Text	  was	  
written	  from	  
notes	  taken	  
during	  
interview	  with	  
Pete	  Beckerle	  
on	  7/6/15	  
	  

1944	   6	   9	   EVENTS	   Pearl	  River's	  largest	  fire	  occurred	  on	  June	  8,	  [9]	  
1944	  and	  lasted	  four	  days.	  This	  fire	  destroyed	  a	  six-‐
car	  railroad	  train	  containing	  animal	  feed,	  sawdust	  
and	  supplies	  for	  Lederle	  Laboratories	  and	  a	  
majority	  of	  what	  was	  then	  known	  as	  the	  Comfort	  
Coal	  and	  Lumber	  Company	  building.	  The	  fire	  
also	  spread	  to	  six	  or	  seven	  buildings	  from	  the	  rear	  
of	  Central	  Avenue.	  The	  blaze	  also	  spread	  north	  
destroying	  everything	  in	  its	  path	  and	  eventually	  
jumped	  the	  street	  to	  Washington	  Avenue,	  where	  it	  
continued	  to	  destroy	  sheds	  and	  barns	  in	  the	  area,	  
including	  box	  cars	  filled	  with	  animal	  feed	  and	  
sawdust	  owned	  by	  Lederle	  Laboratories.	  	  
	  
http://www.pearlriverfdco1.org/page/view/1604	  
	  
The	  Pearl	  River	  Fire	  District	  was	  established	  on	  
January	  20,	  1941,	  when	  both	  companies	  sold	  their	  
trucks	  to	  the	  newly	  created	  Board	  of	  Fire	  
Commissioners	  for	  $1.00.	  	  
	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Pearl	  
River	  Arcadia,	  
on	  page	  37	  
	  
James	  Casetta,	  
author	  of	  the	  
PR	  book.	  
Confirms	  June	  
9	  	  
	  
PHOTOS:	  For	  
me	  of	  CC	  fire.	  
	  
Note:	  This	  was	  
the	  1913	  Servin	  
Building	  on	  
Central	  Ave	  
	  

1945c	   1	   	   EVENTS	   Sometimes	  we	  attended	  a	  dance	  at	  the	  Rockland	  
State	  Psychiatric	  Hospital	  in	  Orangeburg	  for	  
regiment	  soldiers	  being	  shipped	  out	  from	  Camp	  
Shanks;	  other	  times,	  for	  a	  shipload	  of	  soldiers	  being	  

Memories	  of	  
the	  War	  Years:	  
by	  Helen	  
DeNoyelles:	  
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discharged	  –	  they	  were	  the	  happy	  ones!	  I	  was	  there	  
once	  when	  a	  group	  of	  soldiers	  was	  on	  a	  long-‐
awaited	  trip	  to	  homes	  and	  families.	  They	  had	  been	  
through	  it	  all,	  but	  were	  happy	  it	  was	  over.	  –	  Helen	  
DeNoyelles	  
	  

South	  of	  the	  
Mountains	  Vol.	  
40	  No.	  1	  –	  
January	  –	  
March	  1996	  
	  

1945	   3	   1	   EVENTS	   In	  August	  1921,	  at	  the	  age	  of	  39,	  while	  vacationing	  
at	  Campobello	  Island	  in	  Canada,	  Franklin	  D.	  
Roosevelt	  contracted	  polio.	  While	  Roosevelt's	  bout	  
with	  illness	  was	  well	  known	  during	  his	  terms	  
as	  President	  of	  the	  United	  States,	  the	  extent	  of	  his	  
paralysis	  was	  kept	  from	  public	  view.	  
	  
When	  Roosevelt	  gave	  a	  speech	  on	  March	  1,	  1945	  to	  
Congress	  about	  the	  Yalta	  Conference	  he	  spoke	  
sitting	  down,	  and	  said	  that	  doing	  so	  "makes	  it	  a	  lot	  
easier	  for	  me	  not	  to	  have	  to	  carry	  about	  ten	  pounds	  
of	  steel	  around	  on	  the	  bottom	  of	  my	  legs".[12]	  One	  
biographer	  has	  written	  that	  the	  speech,	  a	  month	  
before	  his	  death,	  was	  "almost	  for	  the	  first	  time	  in	  
twenty	  years"	  that	  he	  mentioned	  his	  disability	  in	  
public.[8]	  In	  keeping	  with	  social	  customs	  of	  the	  
time,	  the	  media	  generally	  treated	  Roosevelt's	  
disability	  as	  taboo.	  News	  stories	  did	  not	  mention	  it,	  
and	  editorial	  cartoonists,	  favorable	  and	  unfavorable,	  
never	  caricatured	  his	  immobility.	  Many	  people,	  
including	  world	  leaders,	  were	  unaware	  of	  his	  
paralysis.	  
	  
NOTE:	  After	  he	  became	  President,	  he	  helped	  to	  
found	  the	  National	  Foundation	  for	  Infantile	  
Paralysis,	  now	  known	  as	  the	  March	  of	  Dimes.	  The	  
March	  of	  Dimes	  initially	  focused	  on	  the	  
rehabilitation	  of	  victims	  of	  paralytic	  polio,	  and	  
supported	  the	  work	  of	  Jonas	  Salk	  and	  others	  that	  led	  
to	  the	  development	  of	  polio	  vaccines.	  Today,	  the	  
Foundation	  focuses	  on	  preventing	  premature	  birth,	  
birth	  defects	  and	  infant	  mortality.	  
	  
	  

	  

1945	   3	   4	   EVENTS	  
	  

Franklin	  D.	  Roosevelt	  inaugurated	  President	  for	  
fourth	  term	  on	  March	  4.	  	  
	  

	  

1945	   4	   12	   EVENTS	   FDR	  dies	  one	  month	  after	  he	  is	  inaugurated	  as	  
President	  for	  his	  fourth	  term	  and	  one	  month	  before	  
the	  war	  ends	  in	  Europe.	  
	  
Vice	  President,	  Harry	  S.	  Truman	  succeeded	  FDR,	  
who	  had	  been	  President	  for	  the	  past	  12	  years.	  
	  

	  

1945	   5	   8	   EVENTS	  
	  

World	  War	  II	  enters	  its	  sixth	  and	  final	  year	  in	  1945	  
May	  8,	  1945	  was	  declared	  VE	  Day	  –	  the	  war	  in	  
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Europe	  had	  concluded	  when	  Nazi	  Germany	  signed	  
an	  instrument	  of	  surrender.	  	  

1945	   5	   10	   EVENTS	   President	  Truman	  in	  his	  address	  to	  the	  nation	  on	  
May	  10,	  1945	  said	  the	  flags	  of	  freedom	  now	  fly	  over	  
Europe.	  “This	  is	  a	  solemn,	  but	  glorious	  hour.	  I	  only	  
wish	  that	  Franklin	  D.	  Roosevelt	  had	  lived	  to	  see	  this	  
day.” 
	  

	  

1945	   8	   6	   EVENTS	   Atomic	  bomb	  is	  dropped	  on	  Hiroshima	  Japan	  on	  
August	  6,	  1945	  and	  a	  second	  on	  Nagasaki	  on	  August	  
9,	  1945.	  On	  August	  15,	  Japan	  announces	  its	  
surrender	  to	  the	  Allies.	  On	  September	  2,	  it	  signed	  
the	  instrument	  of	  surrender,	  effectively	  ending	  WW	  
II.	  	  
	  
It	  was	  later	  discovered	  that	  the	  atomic	  bomb	  was	  so	  
top	  secret	  that	  when	  Truman	  became	  president	  on	  
April	  12,	  1945,	  upon	  the	  death	  of	  President	  
Roosevelt,	  he	  had	  no	  knowledge	  of	  the	  actual	  bomb	  
project	  itself	  and	  his	  first	  information	  about	  what	  
was	  being	  done	  came	  from	  Secretary	  of	  War,	  Henry	  
L.	  Stimson	  on	  Apriol	  25th.	  	  
	  
–	  Nuclear	  Files	  
	  

Truman	  and	  
the	  Atom	  Bomb	  
–	  Nuclear	  Files	  

1945	   8	   15	   EVENTS	  
70	  years	  ago	  

Rachel	  was	  a	  counselor	  Camp	  Rocky	  Ledges	  in	  Bear	  
Mountain.	  	  
	  
NOTE:	  Terry	  Hecker’s	  father	  was	  the	  manager	  of	  
Bear	  Mountain	  and	  Terry	  Hecker’s	  son	  now	  owns	  
the	  River	  Club	  in	  Nyack.	  
	  
Got	  word	  that	  the	  war	  had	  ended.	  	  Saw	  girls	  on	  
island	  camping	  used	  the	  semaphore	  flags	  from	  
shore	  to	  tell	  them	  that	  the	  war	  had	  ended.	  They	  all	  
gathered	  together	  and	  had	  a	  big	  ice	  cream	  party	  that	  
night.	  (Rachel	  had	  15	  girls	  5	  to	  a	  tent)	  	  
	  
Rachel’s	  husband	  Harold	  got	  a	  furlough	  and	  begged	  
to	  get	  gas	  to	  pick	  up	  Rachel	  at	  Bear	  Mt.	  to	  celebrate	  
the	  end	  of	  the	  war.	  
	  

RK	  Interview	  
PHOTO:	  Girls	  at	  
GS	  Camp.	  That	  
is	  where	  RK	  
was	  in	  August	  
1945	  when	  the	  
war	  ended.	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Girls	  at	  
the	  camp	  that	  
summer	  –	  RK	  
	  

1945	   8	   15	   EVENTS	   August	  15,	  1945,	  VJ	  Day,	  was	  a	  tumultuous	  day	  for	  
the	  world	  and	  also	  for	  my	  family.	  We	  moved	  from	  a	  
rented	  dwelling	  to	  one	  of	  our	  own.	  It	  was	  a	  new	  
beginning	  for	  everyone.	  In	  Haverstraw	  our	  church	  
bells	  rang,	  calling	  us	  to	  church	  where	  we	  all	  prayed	  
and	  rejoiced	  with	  the	  world.	  –	  Helen	  DeNoyelles	  
	  

Memories	  of	  
the	  War	  Years:	  
by	  Helen	  
DeNoyelles:	  
South	  of	  the	  
Mountains	  Vol.	  
40	  No.	  1	  –	  
January	  –	  
March	  1996	  
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1945s	   8	   30	   SVALLEY	   Soldiers	  came	  home	  after	  the	  war	  and	  fueled	  the	  
housing	  market;	  Many	  moved	  out	  of	  the	  city	  
apartments	  and	  could	  now	  afford	  their	  home	  for	  the	  
first	  time.	  Many	  were	  handy	  and	  could	  handle	  tools.	  
They	  were	  of	  a	  generation	  of	  real	  “do	  it	  yourselfers.”	  
	  
America	  came	  out	  of	  WWII	  as	  the	  most	  powerful,	  
the	  most	  prosperous,	  the	  wealthiest	  nation	  in	  the	  
world.	  
	  	  

	  

1945	   12	   25	   EVENTS	   Christmas	  1945	  was	  one	  of	  the	  best	  Christmas	  
celebrations	  ever.	  (see	  JN	  article).	  	  Operation	  magic	  
carpet	  and	  operation	  Santa	  Claus.	  —The	  effort	  to	  
get	  hundreds	  of	  thousands	  of	  soldiers	  home	  all	  at	  
one	  Christmas.	  It	  was	  like	  magic.	  For	  the	  first	  
Christmas	  after	  the	  war	  when	  people	  could	  openly	  
celebrate.	  	  When	  the	  troops	  were	  arriving	  home,	  
they	  could	  get	  together	  with	  their	  families	  after	  4	  
years	  of	  separation.	  They	  were	  able	  to	  do	  things	  that	  
brought	  a	  joy	  to	  the	  entire	  community.	  Lights	  went	  
on	  for	  the	  first	  time.	  They	  were	  dark	  during	  the	  war	  
because	  of	  black	  outs.	  The	  magic	  that	  occurred	  for	  
children,	  when	  they	  saw	  the	  downtown	  shopping	  
district	  lights	  go	  on	  for	  the	  first	  time,	  since	  before	  it	  
had	  to	  be	  kept	  dark	  because	  of	  the	  war.	  	  
	  
Presents	  for	  children	  and	  decorations	  for	  the	  
Christmas	  tree	  were	  made	  by	  parents	  fashioning	  
them	  out	  of	  wood,	  paper	  and	  cardboard	  because	  
metal,	  allocated	  to	  the	  military,	  was	  not	  yet	  
available.	  Meats	  and	  many	  delicacies	  too,	  were	  a	  
year	  away	  from	  making	  the	  dining	  tables	  of	  
American	  homes.	  (JN)	  

“Reaching	  out	  to	  others	  was	  the	  key	  factor.	  People	  
joined	  people	  who	  had	  lost	  sons	  and	  shared	  the	  day	  
with	  them.	  People	  gave	  gifts	  to	  those	  less	  fortunate.	  
“It	  was	  a	  time	  when	  reaching	  others	  was	  more	  
important	  than	  finding	  a	  gift	  under	  the	  tree.”	  
	  
	  

JNEWS	  article:	  
	  
"Christmas	  
1945"	  is	  a	  book	  
published	  by	  
Don	  Bracken	  of	  
Palisades,	  
founder	  of	  
History	  
Publishing	  
Company.	  
	  
GEO:	  Local	  
photos	  of	  
SVALLEY	  in	  
Christmas	  
1945	  
e-‐mailed	  and	  
called	  DB	  
1/29/15	  
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1946	   	   	   	  

	  
	  

	  

1946	   	   	   EVENTS	   Rachel	  K	  got	  married	  in	  1946,	  after	  the	  war,	  but	  we	  
still	  had	  rationing.	  Went	  to	  a	  camp	  for	  their	  
honeymoon.	  Could	  get	  a	  whole	  chicken,	  which	  was	  
not	  rationed.	  Could	  not	  get	  butter,	  only	  a	  jar	  of	  
mayonnaise.	  	  
	  

RK	  

1947	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Second	  Generation	  exposure.	  
Pete	  Beckerle	  works	  summer	  in	  yard	  with	  Bill	  
Holstein’s	  son	  Gerry.	  Pete	  graduates	  SVHS	  in	  1948.	  
	  

SB	  

1947	   	   	   EVENTS	  
	  

Jackie	  Robinson	  becomes	  the	  first	  African	  American	  
to	  play	  major	  league	  baseball.	  
	  

	  

1948	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Bill	  Holstein	  leaves	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  and	  starts	  his	  
own	  Company,	  in	  Haverstraw.	  	  Allison	  Lumber	  
thinks	  it’s	  a	  Beckerle	  branch	  –	  It	  isn’t.	  T.H.	  
Thompson	  a	  very	  good	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  customer	  
becomes	  a	  good	  customer	  of	  Bill	  Holstein’s	  new	  
company.	  Later	  on	  Bill	  Holstein	  opens	  a	  yard,	  
“Orangeburg	  lumber”	  at	  T.H.	  Thompson’s	  location	  in	  
Orangeburg.	  
	  

SB	  

1948	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Dick	  Jersey	  becomes	  manager	  and	  takes	  over	  Bill	  
Holstein’s	  duties.	  
	  

SB	  

1948	   6	   	   FAMILY	   Pete	  Beckerle	  graduates	  from	  Spring	  Valley	  High	  
School.	  	  Gene	  Erickson	  went	  to	  SVHS	  with	  Pete	  and	  
they	  played	  football	  together.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Have	  
Pete’s	  HS	  
Graduation	  
photo	  from	  
SVHigh?	  
	  

1948	   7	   	   EVENTS	   By	  the	  late	  1940s,	  Spring	  Valley’s	  population	  would	  
go	  from	  5,000-‐6,000	  to	  almost	  25,000	  for	  the	  
summer	  because	  of	  all	  these	  summer	  bungalow	  
colonies	  on	  Pascack	  Road.	  There	  was	  no	  Thruway	  at	  
that	  time.	  When	  the	  Thruway	  and	  the	  Palisades	  
Parkway	  opened,	  the	  sons	  and	  daughters	  of	  these	  
summer	  visitors	  said	  “oh,	  we’ll	  live	  here	  and	  we’ll	  
work	  in	  the	  city.”	  Before,	  that,	  the	  families	  would	  

Art	  Gunther	  
interview:	  AG	  
150227	  
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come	  to	  escape	  the	  summer	  heat	  and	  the	  fathers	  
would	  come	  on	  the	  weekends.	  After	  this,	  the	  
Catskills	  becomes	  the	  place	  to	  go.	  
	  

1948	   9	   	   EVENTS	   In	  the	  summer	  and	  fall	  of	  1948,	  President	  Harry	  
Truman	  toured	  the	  country	  in	  the	  last	  whistle-‐stop	  
campaign	  by	  train	  in	  presidential	  political	  history.	  
There	  was	  an	  announcement	  that	  Truman	  would	  
stop	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  in	  the	  fall	  of	  1948.	  My	  wife	  
Julia	  and	  I	  joined	  a	  respectable	  gathering	  at	  the	  Erie	  
Railroad	  depot	  plaza	  to	  hear	  the	  President.	  We	  were	  
not	  part	  of	  a	  great	  country	  event	  as	  no	  one	  thought	  
Truman,	  trailing	  badly	  in	  the	  polls,	  had	  a	  chance	  
against	  the	  popular	  Republican	  challenger,	  New	  
York	  State	  Governor,	  Thomas	  Dewey.	  –	  John	  Scott	  
	  

Rockland	  
County:	  A	  
Century	  of	  
History	  by	  
Linda	  
Zimmermaman
n	  
	  
PHOTO:	  
Dewey	  beats	  
Truman	  
newspaper	  (if	  
possible	  to	  
get).	  -‐	  GP	  
	  

1949c	   	   	   SVALLEY	   LB3	  said	  that	  Steve	  Melnick	  said	  the	  picture	  of	  
Adam	  K	  on	  the	  motorcycle	  was	  probably	  1940s	  
since	  after	  that	  the	  police	  dept.	  switched	  to	  cars;	  -‐	  
Check	  with	  Adam	  K	  on	  date	  
	  

Photo:	  AK	  YES	  

1949	   1	   20	   EVENTS	   Harry	  S.	  Truman	  inaugurated	  as	  President	  for	  
second	  term.	  
	  

	  

1949	   6	   	   FAMILY	   LB1	  bought	  Marcey	  a	  1949	  Packard	  convertible	  
(from	  brother	  John	  at	  Marsi	  Motors)	  when	  she	  
graduated	  from	  college.	  	  
	  
Do	  we	  have	  a	  photo	  of	  Marcey	  with	  car?	  

PHOTO:	  
Photo	  of	  Aunt	  
Marcey	  with	  
car?	  (She	  
could	  not	  find	  
it)	  
	  

1949	   6	   X	   FAMILY	   A	  local	  law	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  stated	  that	  woman	  could	  
not	  wear	  shorts	  on	  Main	  Street.	  AK	  said	  he	  made	  the	  
NYS	  Record	  because	  he	  gave	  Mary	  Alice	  Beckerle	  
(Marcey	  @	  22	  yrs	  old)	  and	  her	  college	  friend	  Regina	  
______	  a	  ticket	  for	  wearing	  shorts	  on	  Main	  Street.	  AK	  
said	  he	  never	  heard	  the	  end	  of	  it	  from	  the	  Beckerle's	  
(smile).	  	  
AK’s	  story:	  “These	  two	  girls	  were	  walking	  down	  the	  
hill	  wearing	  shorts	  and	  I	  gave	  them	  both	  
summonses,	  because	  it	  was	  a	  violation	  of	  the	  village	  
code.	  They	  didn't	  have	  much	  to	  say.	  But,	  I	  never	  
heard	  the	  end	  of	  it	  from	  Laurence	  Beckerle	  and	  the	  
Beckerle	  crowd.	  Every	  time	  I	  bumped	  into	  them.	  
They	  had	  an	  attorney,	  Arnold	  Becker,	  who	  later	  
became	  a	  Spring	  Valley	  Village	  Justice	  after	  that.	  He	  
is	  in	  the	  law	  book	  on	  that	  case.”	  
	  
The	  attorney,	  Arnold	  Becker,	  who	  took	  the	  case	  to	  

140908_001-‐
AK	  (29:58)	  
	  
	  
	  
140908_001-‐
AK	  (32:40)	  
	  
	  
Look	  up	  case	  in	  
McKinney	  
	  
Still	  fact	  
checking	  this.	  
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the	  NYS	  Supreme	  Court,	  challenged	  the	  law.	  A	  court	  
decision	  nullified	  the	  law.	  (Case	  #??)	  -‐AK	  
	  
(NOTE:	  Arnold	  Becker,	  who	  successfully	  defended	  
the	  girls	  (Regina	  and	  Mary	  Alice)	  and	  went	  on	  to	  
became	  Village	  Justice	  and	  then	  Rockland	  County's	  
first	  Public	  Defender.	  Arnold	  Becker	  passed	  away	  in	  
the	  year	  2010	  -‐	  GP)	  
	  
	  

1949	   6	   	   FAMILY	   Mary	  Alice	  (Marcey)	  had	  just	  graduated	  (1949)	  
from	  Mount	  St.	  Vincent	  College	  and	  her	  father	  
bought	  her	  a	  blue	  Packard	  convertible	  as	  a	  
graduation	  present.	  
	  
Marcey’s	  story:	  I	  had	  invited	  some	  of	  my	  girlfriends	  
(roommate:	  Louise	  Grady;	  classmates	  Regina	  Bergin	  
and	  Mary	  Elbert)	  to	  come	  and	  visit	  for	  the	  weekend	  
up	  in	  the	  country.	  We	  put	  on	  shorts	  and	  drove	  and	  
downtown	  with	  the	  top	  down.	  We	  parked	  and	  got	  
out	  of	  the	  car	  and	  were	  walking	  down	  the	  street	  
when	  a	  policeman	  comes	  over	  to	  us.	  (AK)	  and	  I	  
didn’t	  know	  who	  he	  was	  then.	  He	  gave	  us	  a	  
summons	  and	  said	  we	  were	  under	  arrest	  because	  
we	  had	  shorts	  on.	  Spring	  Valley	  had	  passed	  an	  
ordinance	  that	  people	  could	  not	  wear	  shorts	  
because	  the	  people	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  were	  annoyed	  
with	  the	  people	  who	  came	  up	  in	  the	  summertime	  
from	  NYC	  who	  would	  wear	  whatever	  they	  wanted.	  
The	  locals	  came	  to	  resent	  these	  people	  who	  walked	  
around	  the	  village	  in	  halters	  and	  shorts.	  	  So,	  the	  
village	  passed	  a	  local	  law	  that	  no	  adults	  could	  wear	  
shorts	  or	  bathing	  suits	  in	  town.	  	  We	  never	  realize	  
that	  there	  was	  a	  law.	  So,	  we	  got	  a	  bit	  scared	  and	  got	  
in	  the	  car	  and	  came	  home.	  
	  
In	  later	  years,	  AK	  told	  Marcey	  that	  her	  father	  went	  
to	  talk	  to	  the	  judge	  and	  she	  was	  written	  up	  in	  the	  
NYS	  Law	  Journal.	  (?)	  AK	  was	  a	  new	  patrolman	  at	  
that	  time.	  So,	  he	  was	  going	  by	  the	  letter	  of	  the	  law.	  
AK	  later	  became	  the	  chief	  of	  police.	  
	  
My	  mother	  and	  sister	  and	  niece	  all	  went	  to	  Mount	  
St.	  Vincent	  College.	  My	  mother	  was	  in	  the	  first	  class	  
when	  it	  was	  established	  in	  1910	  and	  she	  graduated	  
in	  1914.	  
	  
Marcey	  taught	  at	  the	  Brick	  Church	  kindergarten,	  a	  
centralized	  kindergarten,	  which	  was	  a	  new	  idea	  at	  
that	  time.	  Rachel	  Kaufman	  was	  the	  first	  grade	  
teacher	  at	  Brick	  Church	  School.	  That	  is	  when	  I	  met	  
her.	  

Geo	  Interview	  
with	  Marcey	  on	  
2/12/15	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Marcey	  
gave	  me	  
graduation	  
photo.	  
	  
Do	  we	  have	  a	  
photo	  of	  
Marcey	  and	  the	  
car?	  
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They	  lived	  just	  up	  on	  Madison	  across	  from	  where	  
the	  library	  was	  built.	  	  
	  
Memories	  of	  growing	  up	  in	  Spring	  Valley.	  My	  
mother	  never	  learned	  to	  drive.	  She	  walked	  into	  
town.	  I	  remember	  my	  father,	  after	  he	  started	  
Beckerle	  Lumber	  used	  to	  go	  to	  work	  from	  Madison	  
Avenue	  on	  a	  little	  moped.	  It	  saved	  gas	  when	  gas	  was	  
rationed.	  
	  
My	  father	  was	  a	  jokester.	  He	  would	  make	  jokes	  and	  
fooling	  around	  all	  the	  time.	  He	  was	  very	  lively,	  very	  
jovial..	  always	  up.	  
	  
He	  started	  with	  Comfort	  Coal	  when	  he	  was	  18	  years	  
old,	  lived	  in	  Pearl	  River	  and	  had	  just	  graduated	  from	  
Pearl	  River	  High	  School.	  He	  worked	  for	  Elmer	  
Blauvelt	  as	  an	  office	  boy.	  [PETE:	  He	  worked	  in	  the	  
Pearl	  River	  office	  or	  the	  Hackensack	  office?]	  He	  
became	  a	  manager	  and	  eventually	  Vice	  President.	  
	  
	  

1949	   6	   	   EVENTS	   Mary	  McArthur	  contracted	  polio	  this	  summer	  and	  
died	  later	  that	  year.	  
	  

	  

1950	   	   	   EVENTS	   Korean	  War	  begins	  when	  soldiers	  from	  the	  
Democratic	  People’s	  Republic	  of	  Korea	  (DPRK)	  
cross	  the	  38th	  parallel	  into	  South	  Korea	  prompting	  
UN	  entry	  into	  the	  conflict,	  with	  the	  US	  viewing	  the	  
attack	  as	  evidence	  that	  communism	  would	  actively	  
challenge	  the	  free	  world.	  	  
	  

Source:	  US	  
Dept	  of	  State:	  	  
https://history.
state.gov/miles
tones/1945-‐
1952/korean-‐
war-‐2	  
	  

1950s	   	   	   EVENTS	   Thruway	  and	  ,	  PIP	  and	  Garden	  State	  Parkway	  road	  
crossings,	  bridges	  and	  exit	  ramps	  needed	  forms	  for	  
pouring	  cement	  –	  2x6x16.	  They	  would	  always	  ask	  
for	  16’s	  and	  we	  would	  cut	  them	  -‐=	  customer	  service!	  
-‐	  PB	  
	  

	  

1950s	   	   	   EVENTS	   Spring	  Valley	  downtown,	  train	  station	  –	  Life	  before	  
the	  bridge	  
	  

SVALLEY	  in	  
1950s	  

1950s	   	   	   EVENTS	   A	  lot	  of	  activity	  in	  the	  Village	  of	  Spring	  Valley.	  On	  a	  
Sunday	  the	  traffic	  was	  backed	  up	  with	  cars	  from	  all	  
the	  people	  going	  to	  Bear	  Mountain.	  Our	  Chief	  of	  
Police	  wanted	  all	  the	  officers	  to	  walk	  the	  street,	  not	  
the	  sidewalk.	  We	  had	  parking	  meters	  and	  had	  to	  
enforce	  the	  parking	  meters	  
	  

140908-‐AK	  
(38:90)	  

1950	   	   	   EVENTS	   Rockland	  County	  population:	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  has	  
been	  part	  of	  the	  growth	  of	  Rockland	  County.	  

PB	  
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1950	  =	  89,276	  
1970	  =	  229,	  903	  
2010	  =	  
2015	  =	  
	  
It	  has	  been	  tough	  to	  watch	  some	  of	  the	  progress	  
overwhelm	  some	  of	  the	  civilization	  of	  Rockland	  
County	  –	  very	  few	  farms,	  apple	  orchards,	  not	  too	  
many	  rock	  walls	  left.	  
	  

Check	  RC	  
census	  -‐	  GP	  
	  

1950s	   	   	   FAMILY	   Joan	  (Quinn)	  went	  on	  to	  have	  10	  children	  –	  never	  
complained.	  She	  could	  never	  lift	  her	  arm	  and	  not	  lift	  
her	  left	  leg	  withered;	  she	  also	  suffered	  from	  brittle	  
bones.	  	  (late	  1940s	  –	  1950s?)	  
	  

140825-‐PB	  
(49:22)	  
	  

1950s	   	   	   FAMILY	   I	  remember	  my	  oldest	  sister	  Joan	  telling	  us	  a	  story	  
of	  going	  for	  a	  Sunday	  ride	  with	  grandma	  and	  
grandpa	  and	  grandpa	  would	  be	  stopping	  to	  collect	  
money	  from	  people.	  (doing	  some	  bill	  collecting).	  
Maybe	  that	  is	  the	  way	  they	  did	  things…	  instead	  of	  
mailing	  it?	  Just	  stop	  by	  and	  give	  him	  cash?	  No	  
charge	  cards	  then.	  And	  maybe	  many	  people	  did	  not	  
even	  have	  checkbooks?	  –	  Paul	  Quinn	  
	  

PQ	  141219	  
(53:50)	  -‐	  end	  

1950s	   	   	   HAVERSTRAW	   History	  of	  Haverstraw	  Allison	  VerValen	  Lumber	  
Yard	  at	  this	  location	  (1940s-‐1970s)	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Ask	  
Pat	  Gordon	  at	  
Brick	  Museum	  
-‐GP	  
	  

1950s	   	   	   EVENTS	   The	  32	  families	  purchased	  a	  33-‐acre	  tract	  from	  the	  
McGillicuddy	  farm	  on	  Old	  Tappan	  Road,	  just	  north	  
of	  the	  New	  Jersey	  state	  line	  at	  $800	  an	  acre.	  The	  site	  
plan	  developed	  by	  Danforth	  Toan,	  architect	  and	  
member,	  and	  William	  Honegger,	  surveyor	  and	  
member,	  all	  the	  houses	  were	  positioned	  to	  make	  the	  
best	  use	  of	  two	  rolling	  hills,	  a	  stream,	  fields,	  
orchards	  and	  a	  swamp	  where	  the	  pigs	  used	  to	  be.	  
Low	  on	  funds,	  each	  family	  worked	  1,000	  hours	  on	  
neighbors’	  homes	  and	  recreational	  facilities	  were	  
created	  on	  common	  land.	  This	  effort	  later	  became	  
known	  as	  the	  Hickory	  Hill	  cooperative.	  
	  

Source:	  Hickory	  
Hill	  
Cooperative	  
notes	  from	  
OBURG	  
Museum	  by	  
Paul	  Melone?	  
	  
PHOTO:	  YES	  –	  
OBURG	  
Museum	  

1950	   9	   	   EVENTS	   In	  1950,	  a	  group	  of	  WWII	  GI	  Bill	  students,	  veterans	  
from	  Shanks	  Village,	  planned	  and	  built	  a	  community	  
of	  homes	  as	  a	  cooperative,	  originally	  formed	  as	  the	  
Northern	  Valley	  Homes	  Association	  with	  teachers	  
from	  Columbia	  University	  and	  City	  College	  as	  a	  
study	  group	  in	  search	  of	  affordable	  housing.	  	  
	  
When	  I	  was	  a	  kid,	  we	  would	  play	  on	  the	  old	  
barracks	  that	  were	  owned	  by	  Columbia	  University	  
and	  turned	  into	  student	  housing	  for	  Shanks	  Village.	  
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AG150227	  
	  
	  
	  

1950	   12	   	   EVENTS	   Beckerle	  &	  Brown	  Christmas	  party	  –	  hundreds	  of	  
employees	  and	  contributed	  to	  the	  growth	  of	  
Rockland	  County.	  
	  

Photo	  of	  
Beckerle	  
Christmas	  
party?	  
	  

1951	  
	  

10	   3	   EVENTS	   The	  Brooklyn	  Dodgers	  led	  the	  National	  League	  for	  
much	  of	  the	  season,	  holding	  a	  13	  game	  lead	  as	  late	  
as	  August.	  However,	  a	  late	  season	  hot	  streak	  by	  the	  
New	  York	  Giants	  led	  to	  a	  classic	  three-‐game	  playoff	  
series.	  On	  October	  3,	  1951,	  at	  the	  Polo	  Grounds	  in	  
New	  York	  City,	  Bobby	  Thomson's	  dramatic	  ninth	  
inning	  home	  run	  in	  the	  final	  game	  won	  the	  pennant	  
for	  the	  Giants	  and	  was	  immortalized	  as	  the	  Shot	  
Heard	  'Round	  the	  World.	  
	  

Wiki	  
	  
SB	  says	  PETE	  
HAS	  PHOTO?	  

1952c
1951	  

410	   	   FAMILY	   Pete	  met	  Denise	  on	  a	  "blind	  date	  at	  a	  "tea	  dance"	  
(when?)	  with	  three	  of	  Pete's	  friends	  from	  Holy	  
Cross	  and	  the	  three	  girls	  ended	  up	  marrying	  the	  
three	  guys-‐	  still	  all	  are	  friends	  today.	  -‐–	  Marcey	  
	  
Marymount	  Manhattan	  College,	  which	  was	  an	  all-‐
girls	  school	  at	  the	  time,	  would	  hold	  these	  tea	  dances	  
and	  someone	  in	  our	  class’	  brother	  went	  to	  Holy	  
Cross.	  So,	  they	  put	  a	  notice	  up	  on	  the	  Holy	  Cross	  
College	  board	  about	  this	  tea	  dance	  and	  Pete	  and	  
several	  of	  his	  buddies	  came	  to	  the	  tea	  dance.	  
[Thanksgiving	  1951]	  I	  did	  not	  go	  to	  the	  tea	  dance	  
because	  I	  was	  involved	  with	  the	  show	  and	  I	  was	  
working	  on	  the	  scenery.	  So,	  I	  missed	  the	  whole	  tea	  
dance.	  	  
	  
At	  that	  point,	  I	  was	  breaking	  up	  with	  somebody	  and	  
Marymount	  was	  holding	  a	  prom	  they	  called	  the	  
“snowball”	  every	  year	  and	  I	  needed	  a	  date.	  I	  had	  a	  
blind	  date	  with	  someone	  that	  really	  didn’t	  work	  out.	  
So,	  my	  very	  good	  girl	  friend	  had	  met	  Pete	  at	  this	  tea	  
dance	  and,	  after	  that,	  Pete	  called	  me	  up	  and	  we	  had	  
started	  going	  out.	  (Fall	  1951)	  
	  
Denise	  met	  when	  Pete	  was	  in	  college.	  He	  was	  a	  
senior	  and	  Denise	  was	  a	  sophomore.	  Correct?	  He	  
graduated	  in	  1952	  and	  Denise	  graduated	  two	  years	  
later	  in	  1952	  .	  Photo	  in	  1953	  and	  they	  married	  
October	  2,	  1954.	  
	  
Denise	  and	  two	  of	  her	  girlfriends	  from	  Marymount	  
met	  Pete	  and	  two	  of	  his	  friends	  from	  Holy	  Cross	  at	  
Marymount	  that	  fall.	  Later,	  all	  three	  ended	  up	  

Marcey	  150225	  
(1:00)	  
	  
	  
	  
INTERVIEW:	  
Denise	  150706	  
(0210:00)	  
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getting	  married	  and	  they	  remained	  lifelong	  friends.	  
	  
	  

1952	   8	   	   FAMILY	   Pete	  Beckerle	  enters	  Navy	  officers	  school	  (OCS)	  into	  
the	  Navy	  after	  enters	  Navy	  officer’s	  school	  after	  
graduating	  from	  Holy	  Cross	  College	  with	  a	  BS	  in	  
Physics.	  	  
	  
	  
	  

PB	  
INTERVIEW:	  
150706	  
(02:14:00)	  
	  
PHOTO:	  
CAPTION	  	  
NEEDED:	  Early	  
photo	  of	  Denise	  
and	  Pete	  on	  
date	  (1953?)	  
	  

1952	   9	   20	   FAMILY	   Frank	  Mascola	  marries	  Miss	  Mary	  Alice	  Beckerle	  of	  
Spring	  Valley.	  The	  bride	  is	  a	  graduate	  of	  Mount	  St.	  
Vincent,	  received	  her	  Masters	  Degree	  from	  the	  State	  
University	  of	  New	  York	  at	  New	  Paltz.	  She	  taught	  
kindergarten	  in	  Spring	  Valley.	  Mascola	  is	  a	  graduate	  
of	  Manhattan	  College	  and	  is	  an	  industrial	  relations	  
analyst	  for	  Wage	  Stabilization	  Board,	  Region	  2.	  
	  

Cornell	  News	  
1952	  

1952	   12	   	   FAMILY	   Pete	  becomes	  an	  ensign	  in	  the	  US	  Navy	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Have	  
photo	  of	  Pete	  
in	  Navy?	  
	  

1953	   	   	   FAMILY	   LB1	  raised	  the	  family	  on	  Madison	  Ave	  in	  Spring	  
Valley	  but	  he	  later	  bought	  his	  house	  in	  Pearl	  River	  
(1953),	  after	  Pete	  went	  into	  the	  army	  (1952)	  on	  
property	  off	  of	  Town	  Line	  Road,	  which	  became	  
Beckerle	  Drive,	  Pearl	  River,	  NY.	  My	  parents'	  house	  
was	  on	  one	  side	  and	  my	  grandparent's	  home	  was	  
right	  across	  the	  street.	  Pete	  and	  Denise	  moved	  there	  
when	  Pete	  returned	  from	  the	  Navy	  (Dec.	  16,	  1955)	  
and	  they	  still	  live	  there.	  It	  was	  built	  in	  Swiss	  style	  in	  
1938.	  
	  

	  

1953	   	   	   EVENTS	   I	  joined	  the	  police	  force	  in	  1947	  after	  returning	  
home	  from	  serving	  on	  WWII.	  I	  served	  in	  the	  SV	  
Police	  for	  35	  years	  18	  of	  which	  I	  was	  Chief	  of	  Police.	  
(1964-‐1982)	  (or	  1981).	  I	  road	  a	  Harley	  Davidson	  
motorcycle	  from	  @	  1953.	  Photo	  on	  Harley	  in	  front	  
of	  Beckerle	  sign	  was	  taken	  in	  the	  early	  1950s.	  
	  

140908-‐AK	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

1953	   	   	   FAMILY	   My	  father	  (LB1)	  raised	  the	  family	  in	  the	  house	  he	  
built	  on	  Madison	  Ave	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  in	  1921	  and	  
in	  1953,	  he	  purchased	  the	  house	  in	  Pearl	  River	  
(1953)	  on	  property	  off	  of	  Town	  Line	  Road,	  after	  
Pete	  went	  into	  the	  navy	  (1952).	  This	  later	  was	  
named	  Beckerle	  Drive.	  My	  parent’s	  house	  was	  on	  
one	  side	  and	  my	  grandparent's	  home	  was	  right	  

Pete	  Beckerle:	  	  
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across	  the	  street.	  My	  parents	  still	  live	  there,	  built	  in	  
Swiss	  style	  in	  1938.	  
	  

1953	   1	   20	   EVENTS	   Dwight	  D.	  Eisenhower	  becomes	  34th	  US	  President	  
(1953-‐1961)	  
	  

Wiki	  

1953	   5	   31	   SVALLEY	   AK	  remembers	  riots,	  "ban	  the	  bomb"	  marches	  in	  the	  
village	  and	  having	  to	  arrest	  protesters.	  (first	  
thought	  1947	  but	  later	  verified	  probably	  1953)	  
	  
"Ban	  the	  Bomb"	  March	  and	  they	  had	  a	  "sit	  in"	  in	  
front	  of	  the	  __________________	  and	  Gary	  Onderdonk	  
was	  in	  charge	  of	  that.	  Year?	  Then	  Al	  Dykstra	  became	  
in	  charge	  of	  the	  draft	  board.	  	  They	  had	  sit	  ins.	  We	  
had	  to	  pick	  them	  up,	  put	  them	  in	  the	  wagon	  and	  
bring	  them	  to	  the	  court.	  They	  paraded	  with	  wooden	  
coffins	  paraded	  down	  Main	  Street	  and	  down	  Route	  
59.	  Then	  they	  had	  a	  sit	  in	  in	  front	  of	  the	  Selective	  
Service	  office	  on	  Church	  Street.	  We	  had	  to	  arrest	  
those	  protesters	  and	  lift	  them	  off	  the	  street	  because	  
they	  had	  the	  street	  blocked."	  
	  

140908-‐AK	  
(1:38:00)	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Geo	  
did	  contact	  
FOR	  Nyack	  for	  
photo	  of	  
protests	  
	  –	  GP	  
	  

1954	   10	   2	   FAMILY	   Pete	  and	  Denise	  were	  married	  while	  he	  was	  in	  the	  
Navy	  at	  Newport	  and	  they	  lived	  on	  the	  base.	  RI.	  
Larry	  was	  born	  in	  Navy	  Hosp.	  The	  total	  cost	  for	  
Denise	  to	  have	  Larry	  at	  the	  hospital	  was	  $5.00.	  	  
	  
Pete	  would	  have	  duty	  on	  ship	  and	  Denise	  would	  go	  
on	  a	  dingy	  with	  a	  2-‐week	  old	  baby,	  with	  the	  boat	  
rocking	  and	  have	  to	  hand	  him	  off	  to	  someone	  on	  the	  
destroyer.	  It	  was	  a	  wonder	  that	  we	  survived.	  	  Aand	  
lay	  him	  on	  the	  captain's	  bed.	  It	  is	  a	  wonder	  we	  
survived.	  
	  

140720-‐DB	  
	  
Denise	  
interview.	  

1955	   	   	   CONGERS	   Lake	  DeForest	  Reservoir,	  built	  in	  1955/6,	  was	  
named	  after	  Henry	  L.	  Deforest,	  President	  of	  the	  
Spring	  Valley	  Works	  and	  Supply	  Company.	  
	  

Ad	  from	  RC	  
Leader	  
newspaper	  

1955	   	  
	  

	   EVENTS	   James	  Kilby	  agency,	  Inc.	  of	  Nyack	  has	  enjoyed	  125	  
years	  of	  continuous	  service,	  having	  been	  founded	  in	  
1830.	  It	  is	  the	  oldest	  real	  estate	  and	  insurance	  
company	  in	  Rockland	  County.	  
	  

Random	  Notes	  
On	  Rockland	  
County	  

1955	   1	   23	  
	  

EVENTS	   Hiram	  Blauvelt	  marries	  Claire	  van	  Meter	  Rice,	  
daughter	  of	  Charles	  Jefferson	  Rice	  on	  January	  23,	  
1955.	  	  
	  
Hiram	  Blauvelt	  dies	  two	  years	  (34	  months)	  later	  on	  
the	  exact	  day	  of	  his	  birthday,	  October	  16,	  1957,	  at	  
age	  60.	  
	  
Archives:	  	  

Hiram	  Bellis	  
Demarest	  
Blauvelt	  bio;	  
Blauvelt	  
Wildlife	  
Museum,	  
Oradell,	  NJ	  
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http://www.archives.com/search/death/results?Fi
rstName=Hiram&LastName=Blauvelt&Location=US
&RecordType=Death&cert=False	  
	  

1955	   6	   30	   FAMILY	   Laurence	  Beckerle	  III	  born.	  
	  

	  

1955	   8	   	   EVENTS	   Jonas	  Salk’s	  polio	  vaccine	  is	  released	  with	  over	  4	  
million	  administered	  in	  August	  1955	  alone.	  The	  
impact	  was	  dramatic:	  In	  1955	  there	  were	  28,985	  
cases	  of	  polio;	  in	  1956,	  14,647;	  in	  1957,	  5,894.	  By	  
1959,	  90	  other	  countries	  used	  Salk's	  vaccine.	  
	  

PBS:	  Science	  
and	  Discovery:	  	  
http://www.pb
s.org/wgbh/as
o/databank/en
tries/dm52sa.h
tm	  
	  

1955	   12	   1	   EVENTS	   Rosa	  Parks	  was	  arrested	  in	  Montgomery,	  AL	  after	  
refusing	  to	  give	  up	  her	  seat	  and	  move	  to	  the	  back	  of	  
the	  bus.	  
	  

	  

1955	   12	   15	   EVENTS	   Tappan	  Zee	  Bridge	  opens	  after	  almost	  four	  years	  of	  
construction	  (1952)	  across	  the	  second	  widest	  point	  
on	  the	  Hudson	  River.	  
	  

	  

1955	   12	   16	   SVALLEY	   Pete	  Beckerle	  came	  out	  of	  the	  Navy	  on	  the	  day	  the	  
Tappan	  Zee	  Bridge	  opened,	  December	  15,	  1955.	  
Pete	  and	  Denise,	  and	  their	  6-‐month	  old	  baby,	  
Laurence	  III	  crossed	  over	  the	  bridge	  into	  Rockland	  
County	  on	  the	  very	  next	  day,	  December	  16,	  1955.	  
	  

SB	  +	  PB	  
	  
PHOTO:	  TZ	  
Bridge	  being	  
built	  
	  

1955	   12	   17	   SVALLEY	   Pete	  returned	  from	  the	  Navy	  on	  December	  16,	  1955	  
and	  he	  immediately	  went	  to	  work	  for	  his	  father	  the	  
next	  day	  at	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  in	  Spring	  Valley.	  He	  
was	  paid	  $75/wk.	  Pete	  and	  Denise	  moves	  into	  
Beckerle	  Drive;	  Pearl	  River.	  
	  
Pete	  came	  into	  the	  business	  out	  of	  the	  navy	  and	  Dick	  
Jersey	  was	  the	  manager.	  Dick	  was	  concerned	  about	  
his	  future	  and	  he	  was	  concerned	  that	  the	  son	  would	  
come	  in.	  Wanted	  to	  get	  a	  contract.	  Dick	  and	  Pete	  did	  
get	  along	  very	  well.	  	  
	  

140720-‐DB	  
(38:25)	  

1956	   	   	   SVALLEY	   LB1	  was	  treasurer	  and	  director	  of	  the	  Spring	  Valley	  
Savings	  and	  Loan	  Association,	  Board	  of	  Directors	  of	  
the	  Spring	  Valley	  Library,	  a	  charter	  member	  of	  the	  
Spring	  Valley	  Lions	  Club	  and	  also	  a	  member	  of	  the	  
Holy	  Name	  Society,	  Knights	  of	  Columbus	  and	  the	  
Benevolent	  and	  Protective	  Order	  of	  the	  Elks.	  
	  

DRAFT	  promo	  
from	  LB1	  
written	  Spring	  
1958.	  

1956	   	   	   	   Late	  1940	  –	  1956	  was	  the	  Cape	  Cod.	  The	  attic	  was	  
never	  finished.	  
	  
AG’s	  father	  buys	  a	  house	  in	  Hillcrest	  for	  $12,000	  –	  
Cape	  Cod,	  brand	  new	  but	  no	  finished	  attic.	  Then,	  

AG	  150227	  
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two	  years	  later,	  he	  has	  some	  money,	  the	  family	  is	  
growing,	  He	  goes	  to	  Beckerle,	  has	  an	  order	  brought	  
to	  the	  house	  and	  finishes	  the	  attic.	  Beckerle	  had	  a	  lot	  
of	  that	  business.	  (1954-‐1955	  timeframe).	  At	  that	  
time,	  after	  the	  Korean	  War,	  it	  was	  difficult	  to	  get	  
wallboard,	  They	  instead	  used	  homasote	  and	  houses	  
were	  ship-‐lapped	  sided.	  They	  did	  not	  have	  plywood	  
then.	  But,	  Beckerle	  cashed	  in	  on	  that.	  	  
	  

1956	   6	   X	   SVALLEY	   I	  remember	  growing	  up	  in	  SVALLEY	  that	  there	  were	  
two	  hardware	  stores	  in	  SVALLEY	  –	  Kuomi	  Call	  me	  
Dave	  Dave	  (sp?)	  and	  K&A.	  I	  remember	  shopping	  
there	  as	  a	  kid	  back	  in	  the	  1950s	  and	  early	  60s.	  And	  
there	  were	  two	  lumber	  yards	  back	  then	  too.	  Faeist	  
Faist	  &	  Westervelt	  (Maple	  Ave	  	  near	  the	  RR	  tracks	  
in	  the	  old	  A&P	  building),	  which	  became	  Luscher	  
Lumber.	  Then	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  absorbed	  Luscher	  
Lumber	  –	  and	  they	  took	  their	  help	  too.	  -‐	  RZ	  
	  

150113-‐RZ	  
(9:45)	  
	  

1956	   6	   25	   FAMILY	   Stephen	  Beckerle	  born.	  
	  

	  

1956	   9	   9	   EVENTS	   Elvis	  Presley’s	  first	  appearance	  on	  the	  Ed	  Sullivan	  
Show.	  
	  

	  

1956	   10	   	   FAMILY	  	   When	  the	  First	  National	  Bank’s	  President,	  Charlie	  
Hawkins’	  wife	  had	  died	  in	  1956,	  LB1’s	  wife	  (Pete’s	  
mother)	  wanted	  to	  go	  to	  the	  funeral	  home	  and	  LB1	  
drove	  her	  there	  but	  had	  refused	  to	  go	  inside	  to	  see	  
Charlie	  Hawkins.	  Shortly	  afterward,	  LB1	  changed	  
his	  mind,	  left	  his	  parked	  car	  and	  went	  inside	  the	  
funeral	  home.	  There,	  he	  and	  Charlie	  Hawkins	  
hugged	  and	  made	  peace	  after	  many	  (16)	  years	  of	  
not	  speaking	  to	  each	  other	  (since	  he	  had	  been	  let	  go	  
from	  CC	  in	  1940).	  
	  
NOTE:	  In	  1940,	  Charlie	  Hawkins	  was	  president	  of	  
First	  National	  Bank	  of	  Spring	  Valley.	  	  When	  LB1	  was	  
fired	  from	  Comfort	  Coal	  and	  Lumber,	  the	  company	  
let	  Hawkins	  know	  to	  ease	  LB1	  off	  the	  bank’s	  Board	  
of	  Directors	  and	  Hawkins	  complied	  because	  Hiram	  
Blauvelt	  and	  Comfort	  Coal	  carried	  a	  lot	  of	  influence	  
in	  the	  local	  business	  and	  investment	  community.	  CC	  
had	  local	  notified	  local	  customers	  to	  not	  do	  any	  
work	  with	  Laurence	  Beckerle	  and	  Beckerle	  Lumber.	  
This	  caused	  some	  bitterness	  between	  LB	  and	  CH	  for	  
many	  years	  afterward.	  
	  

140720-‐DB	  
(41:50)	  
	  
Need	  more	  
details	  
	  

1956	   12	   25	   EVENTS	   The	  Column	  	  Rule	  –	  A	  holiday	  tale	  	  
	  
Growing	  up	  in	  little	  Spring	  Valley,	  N.Y.,	  a	  country	  
village	  near	  New	  York	  City,	  but	  oh	  so	  far	  from	  
urbanity,	  holiday	  lighting	  was	  minimal.	  Ostentatious	  

Source:	  	  Arthur	  
H.	  Gunther	  III	  
The	  Column	  
Rule	  
December	  13,	  
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wasn’t	  yet	  in,	  very	  few	  of	  us	  had	  any	  extra	  money,	  
and	  cheap,	  overseas-‐made	  decoration	  wouldn’t	  
arrive	  until	  nations	  recovered	  from	  the	  Second	  
World	  War.	  Indoor	  and	  limited	  outdoor	  lighting	  
depended	  on	  strings	  and	  sets	  kept	  for	  years,	  with	  
bulb	  replacement	  just	  about	  all	  that	  was	  necessary.	  	  
	  
Most	  people	  in	  the	  Rockland	  County	  of	  the	  1940s-‐
50s	  would	  travel	  to	  one	  of	  the	  five	  and	  tens	  or	  
hardware	  stores	  in	  the	  Valley,	  Suffern,	  Nyack,	  
Haverstraw	  or	  Pearl	  River	  and	  get	  fresh	  tinsel	  for	  
the	  Christmas	  tree,	  perhaps	  a	  new	  ornament	  and	  a	  
few	  seven-‐watt	  bulbs.	  Many	  would	  wait	  until	  
Christmas	  Eve	  to	  decorate.	  Few	  put	  up	  elaborate	  
outdoor	  lighting.	  Our	  Jewish	  neighbors	  lit	  Menorahs	  
for	  Hanukkah.	  Neighbors	  of	  any	  persuasion	  were	  
invited	  on	  the	  eight	  nights	  to	  participate	  in	  the	  
lighting.	  	  
	  
Downtowns	  were	  lit	  with	  heavy	  strings	  of	  colored	  
bulbs	  across	  main	  street	  from	  telephone	  pole	  to	  
pole.	  In	  Spring	  Valley,	  Garry	  Onderdonk,	  whose	  
electrician	  father	  installed	  the	  lights,	  would	  have	  to	  
switch	  each	  string	  on	  nightly,	  using	  a	  long	  pole.	  
Merchants	  would	  add	  color	  to	  their	  window	  
displays	  for	  both	  Christmas	  and	  Hanukkah.	  	  
	  
In	  all,	  there	  was	  enough	  bright	  and	  varied	  lighting	  to	  
make	  the	  season	  warm	  and	  festive.	  Just	  right,	  most	  
of	  us	  thought.	  In	  keeping	  with	  both	  reality	  and	  our	  
expectations…”	  	  
	  
Arthur	  H.	  Gunther	  III	  
The	  Column	  Rule	  
December	  13,	  2010	  
	  

2010	  
	  
PHOTOS:	  
Spring	  Valley	  in	  
1950s;	  
Christmas	  
decorations	  or	  
tree;	  
downtown	  
	  
Shows	  how	  
many	  people	  all	  
got	  along	  and	  
have	  fond	  
members	  of	  
this	  time.	  
Ask	  AG	  -‐	  GP	  
	  
	  	  

1957	   1	   21	   EVENTS	   Dwight	  D.	  Eisenhower	  inaugurated	  President	  for	  
second	  term.	  
	  

	  

1957	   7	   X	   SVALLEY	   In	  the	  1950	  and	  early	  1960s,	  there	  was	  nothing	  you	  
would	  want	  that	  you	  could	  not	  purchase	  in	  
downtown	  Spring	  Valley.	  There	  was	  a	  store	  for	  
everything	  –	  a	  haberdashery,	  hardware	  store,	  
restaurants,	  3	  bakeries,	  2	  drug	  stores,	  2	  shoe	  stores,	  
ice	  cream	  parlors;	  a	  butcher	  store,	  a	  Ben	  Franklin’s	  
–	  Martio’s	  Pizza	  got	  started	  in	  Spring	  Valley.	  
	  
Maybe	  as	  storeowners	  got	  older	  and	  wanted	  to	  
retire,	  that	  contributed	  to	  the	  villages	  demise.	  Then	  
in	  the	  early	  1960s	  Korvette’s,	  a	  Greenway	  opened	  in	  
Nanuet	  and	  drew	  business	  from	  Spring	  Valley.	  and	  
then	  the	  Nanuet	  Mall	  in	  the	  late	  1960s.	  Before	  that,	  

Facebook	  
comments	  from	  
SV	  residents	  
about	  growing	  
up	  in	  SVALLEY	  



Beckerle	  Lumber	  Timeline	  –	  DRAFT	   	   Updated:	  7/7/2015	  

	  
SUN	  STUDIOS	  DESIGN	  •	  Marketing	  &	  Media	  Communications	  •	  info@sunstudiosdesign.com	  •	  845-‐429-‐2020	  	   #83	  
	  	  

people	  used	  to	  go	  to	  Hackensack	  or	  later,	  Paramus	  if	  
they	  wanted	  to	  go	  to	  a	  Macy’s,	  Meyer’s	  Bros.,	  
Bloomingdales	  or	  other	  large	  department	  stores.	  
	  
Then,	  with	  the	  Tappan	  Zee	  Bridge	  opening	  in	  
December	  1955,	  more	  people	  came	  to	  Rockland	  and	  
created	  an	  increased	  demand	  for	  housing	  and,	  thus,	  
Beckerle	  Lumber	  prospered.	  
	  
The	  Nanuet	  Mall	  opened	  in	  the	  1960s,	  things	  slowly	  
began	  to	  change	  even	  more.	  Before	  that,	  people	  
lived	  locally	  and	  shopped	  locally.	  
	  

1957	   8	   29	   SVALLEY	   Grand	  opening	  of	  Shopper’s	  Paradise	  in	  on	  Route	  59	  
in	  Spring	  Valley	  with	  a	  ribbon	  cutting	  this	  afternoon	  
at	  4pm;	  In	  the	  newspaper,	  it	  said	  that	  “Shopper’s	  
Paradise	  combines	  the	  three	  leading	  ingredients	  of	  
modern	  shopping	  –	  the	  food	  and	  supermarket,	  the	  
department	  store	  and	  the	  discount	  center	  –	  all	  
under	  one	  roof.”	  “The	  store	  has	  51,000	  sq.	  ft	  of	  floor	  
space	  for	  its	  30	  departments	  and	  adjacent	  paved	  
and	  lighted	  parking	  areas	  that	  can	  accommodate	  
1,000	  automobiles.”	  “The	  opening	  today	  culminates	  
four	  months	  of	  renovation	  work	  in	  the	  old	  bus	  
terminal	  owned	  by	  Rockland	  Coaches.	  The	  
transformation	  of	  the	  bus	  barn	  into	  a	  modern,	  
completely	  air-‐conditioned	  shopping	  center	  was	  
accomplished	  at	  a	  cost	  in	  excess	  of	  $250,000.”	  
	  

Orangetown	  
Telegram	  
8/29/57	  
	  
Shopper’s	  
Paradise	  was	  
located	  where	  
Rockland	  
Transit	  Bus	  
Company	  had	  
its	  operations.	  

1957	   9	   14	  
	  

EVENTS	   Orangeburg	  Pipe	  Fire	  –	  Saturday,	  September	  14,	  
1957	  at	  about	  4:35pm.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  
OBURG	  Pipe	  
fire	  Archive	  -‐	  
GP	  
	  

1957	  
	  

10	   14	   EVENTS	   Russia	  successfully	  launches,	  Sputnik	  1,	  the	  first	  
satellite	  to	  be	  put	  into	  Earth’	  orbit	  on	  October	  14.	  
	  

	  

1957	   10	   16	   BLAUVELT	   Hiram	  Blauvelt	  dies	  on	  October	  16,	  1957	  on	  his	  60th	  
birthday.	  Note:	  Online	  research	  says	  he	  fell	  ill	  and	  
died	  on	  his	  birthday.	  
	  
[See	  1926:	  The	  Atwood	  mansion	  was	  sold	  in	  1926	  
to	  Elmer	  Blauvelt,	  who	  renamed	  it	  “Bluefield,”	  
which	  is	  the	  English	  meaning	  of	  “Blauvelt.”	  Elmer	  
Blauvelt	  (1866-‐1938)	  and	  his	  son,	  Hiram	  Bellis	  
Demarest	  Blauvelt	  (1887-‐1957)	  were	  scions	  of	  the	  
prominent	  Dutch	  Demarest	  and	  Blauvelt	  families,	  
who	  had	  been	  living	  in	  Bergen	  County	  since	  the	  17th	  
century.]	  

Wiki	  
	  
	  
	  

1957	   10	   16	   BLAUVLET	   Hiram	  Bellis	  Blauvelt	  was	  born	  October	  16,	  1897	  
died	  at	  is	  home	  after	  a	  brief	  illness	  on	  his	  60th	  
birthday,	  October	  16,	  1957.	  
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He	  graduated	  Princeton	  University	  in	  1920	  and	  was	  
a	  Rhodes	  Scholar	  at	  Oxford	  University.	  He	  often	  
wrote	  to	  his	  friends	  around	  the	  world,	  telling	  them	  
that	  environmental	  problems	  were	  going	  to	  be	  a	  
major	  concern	  and	  that	  they	  must	  begin	  to	  have	  
foresight	  and	  contribute	  what	  they	  could	  to	  solve	  
this	  global	  problem.	  In	  his	  lifetime,	  he	  traveled	  
about	  30,000	  miles	  on	  safaris	  throughout	  Africa.	  	  He	  
served	  in	  Africa	  during	  WWII	  and	  was	  a	  prolific	  
hunter.	  	  
	  
Due	  to	  his	  father’s	  long	  illness	  and	  eventual	  death,	  
Hiram	  B.	  Demarest	  Blauvelt,	  became	  president	  of	  
the	  Comfort	  Coal	  &	  Lumber	  Company	  [c.1937?]	  	  
when	  he	  organized	  the	  Demarest	  Family	  
Association	  and	  was	  active	  the	  New	  Jersey	  
Historical	  Society,	  and	  a	  former	  President	  of	  the	  
Bergen	  County	  Historical	  Society.	  	  
His	  collection	  of	  stuffed	  animals	  and	  wildlife-‐related	  
art	  served	  as	  the	  basis	  of	  the	  Hiram	  Blauvelt	  
Museum	  and	  Foundation,	  which	  was	  established	  in	  
1957	  in	  his	  mansion	  and	  remains	  in	  Oradell,	  NJ.	  
	  	  

1958	   	   	   EVENTS	   1958-‐59:	  Sharp	  recession	  (while	  Eisenhower	  was	  in	  
office).	  Otherwise	  country	  saw	  growth	  and	  
prosperity.	  	  
	  

Wiki	  
	  
	  
	  

1958	   	   	   	   By	  1958,	  you	  had	  the	  split-‐level	  house,	  which	  had	  
no	  area	  you	  could	  finish	  yourself.	  That	  design	  did	  
not	  go	  over	  very	  big,	  so	  they	  went	  to	  the	  high	  ranch,	  
which	  essentially	  is	  two	  apartments	  
upstairs/downstairs	  But,	  again,	  there	  is	  no	  “do	  it	  
yourself”	  there	  unless	  you	  are	  doing	  fences	  outside	  
or	  work	  in	  the	  garage.	  
	  

	  

1958	   	   	   EVENTS	   In	  1958,	  the	  Rockland	  Light	  &	  Power	  Co.	  merged	  
with	  Orange	  and	  Rockland	  Electric	  Company,	  took	  
its	  name,	  and	  became	  the	  modern	  corporation	  we	  
know	  today	  as	  Orange	  and	  Rockland	  Utilities,	  Inc.	  
(Spring	  Valley,	  NY)	  
	  
It	  was	  then	  that	  O&R	  converted	  the	  coal	  furnaces	  to	  
gas	  for	  like	  $100.	  –AG	  150227	  
	  
	  

	  

1958?	   	   	   	   After	  Comfort	  Coal	  moved	  out,	  O&R	  bought	  the	  
Comfort	  Coal	  property	  and	  had	  a	  showroom	  there.	  If	  
you	  needed	  a	  refrigerator	  or	  a	  stove,	  they	  were	  in	  
the	  appliance	  business.	  They	  were	  selling	  electric	  
and	  gas.	  
	  

AG150227	  
(25:30)	  
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1958	   02	   06	   EVENTS	   The	  Orangetown	  Telegram	  reports	  that	  emotions	  
became	  heated	  when	  local	  Spring	  Valley	  merchants	  
attended	  the	  Spring	  Valley	  Zoning	  Board	  meeting	  on	  
Thursday	  to	  express	  their	  objection	  to	  an	  expanded	  
parking	  lot	  for	  Shoppers	  Paradise.	  
	  
Mrs.	  Pauline	  Brown,	  Main	  Street	  businesswoman,	  
said	  that	  she	  represented	  the	  merchants.	  She	  said	  
that	  the	  Spring	  Valley	  merchants	  “have	  been	  hurt	  by	  
this	  enterprise	  (Shoppers	  Paradise)	  and	  it	  is	  big	  
enough	  as	  it	  is.”	  
	  
Zoning	  Board	  Chairman,	  Joseph	  F.	  Shelly	  and	  board	  
members	  William	  T.	  Weidenman,	  Jr.,	  Harry	  E.	  Ball,	  
Walter	  Pell	  and	  Leo	  Olin	  voted	  4-‐1	  to	  rescind	  the	  
previously	  issued	  permit	  for	  the	  parking	  lot	  on	  the	  
grounds	  that	  “it	  would	  change	  the	  character	  of	  the	  
neighborhood,	  would	  create	  a	  traffic	  hazard	  on	  
Funston	  Avenue	  and	  would	  be	  a	  detriment	  to	  the	  
health	  and	  welfare	  of	  the	  children	  in	  the	  area.”	  
	  
Note:	  The	  Shoppers	  Paradise	  parking	  lot	  expansion	  
did	  not	  get	  as	  much	  publicity	  as	  the	  celebrated	  
Beckerle-‐Grand	  Union	  zone	  change	  petition	  of	  a	  few	  
years	  earlier.	  (1952	  +/-‐)	  
	  

Orangetown	  
Telegraph	  
Newspaper	  -‐	  
1958	  

1958	   5	   	   SVALLEY	   Ten	  of	  the	  16	  employees	  have	  been	  with	  Beckerle	  
since	  it	  started.	  LB1	  writes.	  “..this	  loyal	  and	  devoted	  
group	  of	  experienced	  staff	  members	  infects	  the	  
entire	  personnel	  with	  its	  enthusiasm	  –	  the	  result	  of	  
unexcelled	  service	  to	  the	  customer.”	  
	  
In	  1958,	  LB1	  realized	  many	  years	  earlier	  that	  
offering	  the	  best	  obtainable	  merchandise	  and	  down-‐
to-‐earth,	  competitive	  prices	  has	  been	  instrumental	  
in	  the	  continued	  improvement	  of	  the	  business.	  Their	  
inventory	  of	  products	  included	  US	  Gypsum,	  
Weyerhauser	  lumber	  materials,	  Flintkote,	  Anderson	  
windows,	  Anchor	  waterproofing,	  John-‐Manville,	  
Rubberoid,	  Morgan,	  Armstrong	  and	  many	  others.	  	  
	  
Beckerle	  also	  has	  exceptional	  equipment	  to	  speed	  
up	  service	  including	  roller	  conveyers,	  machines	  to	  
cut	  plywood	  to	  the	  exact	  size,	  cut	  off	  and	  rip	  saws,	  
among	  others.	  
	  
In	  addition	  to	  lumber	  –	  millwork,	  moldings,	  sash	  
doors,	  masonry,	  insulation,	  roofing	  supplies,	  doors	  
and	  builders	  hardware.	  
	  
The	  principal	  business	  is	  with	  large	  industrial	  plants	  
(Lederle	  Laboratories	  and	  the	  Mahwah	  Ford	  plant),	  

Draft	  of	  
company	  
promotion	  
brochure	  (?)	  
outlining	  the	  
company	  
history,	  
products	  and	  
services.	  
Written	  	  Spring	  
1958.	  
	  
Can	  we	  confirm	  
10	  original	  
employees?	  
	  
	  
SOURCE:	  
Rockland	  
JNews	  on	  
March	  3,	  1959	  
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homeowners,	  also	  many	  school	  districts	  and	  houses	  
of	  worship.	  Materials	  have	  been	  furnished	  to	  
customers	  as	  far	  away	  as	  West	  Point,	  Greenwood	  
Lake,	  and	  to	  distant	  points	  in	  Bergen	  County.	  Much	  
of	  the	  material	  used	  by	  the	  contractors	  on	  the	  NYS	  
Thruway,	  [the	  Palisades	  Parkway]	  and	  Garden	  State	  
Parkway	  were	  supplied	  by	  Beckerle.	  	  
	  
Beckerle	  Lumber	  is	  a	  member	  of	  the	  North	  East	  
Retail	  Lumber	  Dealers’	  Association,	  of	  which	  Mr.	  
Beckerle	  is	  past	  president,	  and	  of	  the	  Contractors	  
Association	  of	  Rockland	  County.	  
	  
The	  Spring	  Valley	  store	  can	  be	  reached	  at	  EL6-‐1600	  
and	  from	  Nanuet,	  it	  is	  suggested	  that	  the	  number	  
called	  be	  NAnuet	  3-‐2155.	  
	  

1958	   6?	   ?	   SVALLEY	   Dick	  Jersey	  leaves	  Beckerle	  in	  1958	  and	  Pete	  (who	  
started	  in	  Dec	  1955)	  takes	  over	  Dick’s	  duties	  and	  
became	  store	  manager.	  
	  

SB	  

1958	   6?	   	   SVALLEY	   LB1’s	  sister.	  Margarettea,	  who	  worked	  as	  Beckerle	  
office	  clerk	  for	  years,	  leaves	  to	  devote	  full	  time	  to	  
her	  growing	  insurance	  business	  in	  Pearl	  River.	  
	  
Margaretta	  later	  sold	  insurance	  for	  Merritt	  Agency	  
in	  Pearl	  River.	  
	  
Story:	  (YEAR?)	  One	  time,	  when	  Margaretta	  was	  in	  
the	  hospital	  and	  I	  went	  to	  see	  her.	  I	  told	  Aunt	  Gretta,	  
something	  terrible	  just	  happened.	  It	  was	  Easter	  and	  
I	  had	  just	  picked	  up	  all	  the	  kids	  clothes	  and	  parked	  
the	  car	  in	  Nyack	  to	  run	  into	  the	  shop	  to	  get	  her	  
something	  to	  bring	  to	  the	  hospital	  and	  when	  I	  came	  
out,	  all	  the	  clothes	  were	  gone!	  Someone	  had	  taken	  
all	  the	  clothes.	  
	  
Aunt	  Gretta	  did	  our	  insurance	  too.	  So,	  she	  is	  now	  on	  
her	  sick	  bed	  and	  the	  first	  question	  she	  asks	  me	  is,	  
“Well,	  Mary	  Alice,	  did	  you	  lock	  the	  car?”	  No.	  “Well,	  
you	  can’t	  get	  any	  insurance.”	  I	  was	  not	  even	  thinking	  
of	  insurance.	  I	  was	  just	  upset	  that	  we	  lost	  all	  our	  
clothes	  for	  Easter.	  She	  was	  thinking	  I	  was	  doing	  a	  
claim.	  	  
-‐	  Marcey	  
	  
	  

JNEWS:	  
October	  11,	  
1960	  news	  
article	  
	  

1958	   8	   28	   EVENTS	   The	  Palisades	  Interstate	  Parkway	  was	  built	  from	  
1947–1958,	  and	  fully	  opened	  to	  traffic	  on	  
August	  28,	  1958.	  Prior	  to	  that,	  there	  was	  no	  
Palisades	  Parkway	  we	  used	  to	  have	  to	  travel	  on	  
Route	  9W	  -‐	  RK	  

RK	  interview	  
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1958	   8	   28	   EVENTS	   As	  communing	  to	  New	  York	  City	  became	  easier	  with	  
the	  Palisades	  Interstate	  Parkway,	  the	  NYS	  Thruway	  
and	  the	  Tappan	  Zee	  Bridge,	  the	  population	  of	  
Rockland	  County	  started	  to	  grow	  and	  so	  did	  the	  
need	  for	  the	  construction	  of	  new	  homes.	  
	  

	  

1958	   10	   	   SVALLEY	   Laurence	  prostate	  cancer.	  He	  becomes	  down	  in	  
dumps	  after	  this…	  
	  

SB	  

1958	  
1956	  	  

12	   5	   COMMUNITY	   Pete’s	  wife,	  Denise	  involvement	  in	  Elmwood	  (1956	  
or	  58?).	  One	  of	  the	  original	  members	  (?)	  and	  studied	  
drama	  in	  college;	  from	  Greenwich	  Village,	  NYC.	  Met	  
my	  dad	  and	  one	  of	  her	  creative	  outlet	  when	  she	  
moved	  to	  Rockland	  was	  to	  become	  involved	  in	  the	  
Elmwood.	  
	  
Denise	  was	  from	  Greenwhich	  Village	  and	  studied	  
drama	  in	  college.	  When	  Pete	  and	  Denise	  moved	  to	  
Rockland	  County,	  	  in	  1955,	  Denise	  immediately	  
followed	  her	  passion	  and	  talent	  for	  theater	  by	  
joining	  the	  became	  involved	  with	  the	  Elmwood	  
Theater	  Rockland	  Community	  Theater	  of	  Nyack.	  
	  
Two	  years	  later,	  in	  1958,	  the	  theater	  company	  
purchased	  the	  St.	  Paul’s	  Lutheran	  Church	  property	  
on	  Park	  Street	  as	  its	  new	  home	  and	  with	  a	  new	  
name	  –	  “The	  Elmwood	  Community	  Players.”	  Their	  
first	  production	  in	  the	  Elmwood	  Building	  was	  Bus	  
Stop	  in	  1958,	  directed	  by	  Talley	  Messer.	  	  
	  
Denise	  became	  a	  very	  active	  member	  of	  Elmwood	  
from	  the	  start	  and	  directed	  first	  production.	  “Seven	  
Year	  Itch,”	  in	  1963.	  Denise	  has	  continued	  as	  a	  
founding	  member	  of	  the	  theater	  for	  the	  past	  56	  plus	  
years	  and	  was	  recognized	  with	  a	  Lifetime	  Award	  
from	  Elmwood	  in	  2000.	  	  
	  
“Even	  the	  employees	  at	  Beckerle	  would	  come	  out	  to	  
see	  Denise	  at	  one	  of	  her	  Elmwood	  productions	  and	  
then	  we’d	  all	  go	  out	  for	  dinner	  together	  or	  to	  
someone’s	  home	  for	  a	  celebration	  afterward.“	  
recalls	  retired	  Beckerle	  employee,	  Carol	  Peterson.	  
	  	  
as	  one	  of	  its	  original,	  founding	  members.	  	  (see	  2000	  
award)	  
	  
Denise	  has	  received	  support	  from	  her	  family,	  
especially	  her	  son,	  Larry,	  who	  has	  followed	  his	  
mother’s	  interest	  in	  theater	  and	  has	  become	  and	  has	  
become	  member	  of	  Elmwood	  in	  his	  own	  right	  as	  
actor,	  board	  member	  and	  as	  president	  of	  the	  board.	  	  

14112455-‐
12:50	  
PHOTOS:	  Need	  
good	  photos	  of	  
Denise	  and	  
Larry	  at	  
Elmwood	  
	  
ALSO:	  Geo	  can	  
also	  hoot	  a	  
photo	  of	  LB3,	  
President	  of	  
Elmwlood	  and	  
Denise	  
together	  in	  
Elmwood	  
Theater.	  
	  
Contact	  
Elmwood	  
historian:	  	  
Mike	  Gnazzo	  
for	  photos,	  
fact	  check.	  
	  
	  
Left:	  written	  
from	  notes	  
taken	  during	  
my	  interview	  
with	  Denise	  on	  
7/6/15.	  
“02:25:00]	  
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“We	  would	  all	  go	  and	  see	  Denise	  at	  her	  Elmwood	  
production	  and	  then	  go	  out	  for	  dinner	  together	  
afterward.	  “–	  Carol	  Peterson	  
	  
“Our	  Beckerle	  family	  used	  to	  have	  a	  dinner	  group.	  
Denise	  was	  in	  the	  Elwood	  theater	  for	  a	  show	  and	  
afterward	  we	  would	  go	  to	  one	  of	  our	  houses	  and	  
have	  a	  party.	  We’d	  get	  together	  quite	  often	  and	  we	  
would	  have	  some	  really,	  really	  good	  times.”	  
	  
Our	  first	  production	  in	  the	  new	  Elmwood	  Playhouse	  
was	  ‘Bus	  Stop’,	  which	  opened	  on	  December	  5,	  1958	  
and	  was	  directed	  by	  Albert	  Messer.	  
	  
Denise	  	  
	  
Want	  to	  interview	  Denise	  in	  person.	  
Call	  Denise	  at:	  623-‐4211	  -‐YES	  
When	  is	  a	  good	  time?	  
	  
NOTE:	  Want	  to	  interview	  Denise.	  Did	  she	  
become	  involved	  in	  the	  Elmwood	  Theater	  
earlier?	  Also	  LB3s	  involvement	  with	  Elmwood	  
since	  then.	  
	  

1959	  
	  

	   	   EVENTS	   Alaska	  and	  Hawaii	  become	  the	  49th	  and	  50th	  states	   	  

1959	   	   	   EVENTS	   West	  Shore	  Railroad	  discontinues	  the	  New	  York	  
commuting	  service	  in	  1959.	  After	  that,	  freight	  only.	  
	  
Probably	  tore	  out	  the	  line	  to	  Beckerle	  (Congers)	  
Rockland	  Coal	  and	  Lumber	  in	  1940s.	  They	  took	  it	  
out	  to	  save	  on	  taxes.	  
	  

Pete	  Eckhart	  	  
interview	  

1959	   4	   	   EVENTS	   Spring	  Valley	  Chief	  Charles	  Leo	  Lunney	  and	  Lt.	  
Michael	  Secora	  (he	  should	  have	  been	  chief	  but	  he	  
did	  not	  want	  the	  job).	  Chief	  Lunney	  came	  on	  in	  1935	  
and	  before	  that	  he	  was	  chief	  in	  Suffern	  and	  before	  
that	  he	  was	  a	  NYS	  Trooper	  (1919).	  At	  that	  time,	  the	  
troopers	  would	  check	  in	  on	  their	  stops	  by	  sending	  
in	  a	  postcard	  from	  the	  local	  post	  office	  to	  show	  
where	  they	  were.	  That	  would	  verify	  their	  location.	  
This	  photo	  was	  taken	  @	  1959	  -‐	  1960	  and	  he	  was	  
chief	  until	  AK	  became	  chief	  in	  1962.	  
	  	  

Photo	  (AK)	  
	  
PHOTO:	  AK	  at	  
Beckerle	  
motorcycle	  -‐	  GP	  

1959	   4	   23	   SVALLEY	   Bader’s	  Hotel	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  completes	  new	  
addition.	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  provides	  construction	  
materials	  and	  takes	  out	  an	  ad	  to	  congratulate	  and	  
thank	  Baders.	  
	  

1959-‐
0423_OTown_T
elegram	  

1959	   6	   	   FAMILY	   In	  1959,	  LB1	  remained	  as	  a	  director	  of	  the	  Spring	   1954-‐



Beckerle	  Lumber	  Timeline	  –	  DRAFT	   	   Updated:	  7/7/2015	  

	  
SUN	  STUDIOS	  DESIGN	  •	  Marketing	  &	  Media	  Communications	  •	  info@sunstudiosdesign.com	  •	  845-‐429-‐2020	  	   #89	  
	  	  

Valley	  Savings	  and	  Loan	  and	  served	  as	  its	  treasurer.	  
	  

0706_OTownTe
legraph	  
	  

1959	   7	   2	   FAMILY	  
	  

Two	  days	  before	  the	  fire,	  Joan	  Quinn	  gives	  birth	  to	  
her	  8th	  child,	  Maria.	  Joan	  was	  still	  in	  the	  hospital.	  
Rockland	  County	  was	  a	  small	  place.	  The	  bridge	  was	  
only	  in	  for	  a	  few	  years	  now.	  They	  tried	  to	  keep	  the	  
news	  from	  Joan	  since	  she	  was	  recovering	  from	  
having	  a	  baby	  and	  was	  still	  in	  the	  hospital.	  But,	  a	  fire	  
at	  Beckerle’s	  was	  big	  news	  and	  probably	  hard	  to	  
keep	  quiet	  or	  hidden	  because	  everyone	  was	  talking	  
about	  it.	  
(141219-‐49:38)	  	  
	  
	  

141219-‐49:38	  
	  
	  

1959	   7	   3	   SVALLEY	   Everyone	  left	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  day.	  Tomorrow	  (July	  
4	  holiday)	  will	  be	  the	  first	  time	  we	  do	  not	  have	  to	  
get	  up	  early	  on	  a	  Saturday	  to	  go	  to	  work.	  Pete's	  wife,	  
Denise	  Beckerle's	  birthday	  is	  July	  4.	  
	  

PB	  

1959	   7	   4	   SVALLEY	   July	  4,	  1959	  was	  a	  Saturday:	  A	  6am	  fire	  burns	  
Beckerle	  Lumber	  to	  the	  ground	  with	  minimal	  
insurance	  coverage.	  The	  firemen	  were	  going	  to	  have	  
a	  parade	  in	  Suffern	  today,	  but	  plans	  changed	  and,	  
instead,	  they	  rushed	  to	  Spring	  Valley	  to	  fight	  the	  
largest	  fire	  ever	  –	  right	  at	  the	  intersection	  of	  Route	  
59	  &	  Main	  Street,	  Route	  45.	  Insurance	  company	  
newspaper	  ads	  appeared	  in	  the	  days	  that	  followed,	  
urging	  companies	  to	  have	  sufficient	  business	  
insurance,	  a	  relatively	  new	  business	  at	  that	  time.	  
	  

SB	  
	  
	  

1959	   7	   5	   SVALLEY	   Sunday:	  Have	  you	  been	  to	  church	  yet?	  Mr.	  Beckerle	  
immediately	  contact	  the	  telephone	  co,	  O&R.	  He	  
knows	  everyone	  in	  Rockland	  County	  and	  who	  to	  call	  
to	  get	  things	  up	  a	  running	  again.	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  is	  
open	  for	  business	  because	  of	  herculean	  efforts	  by	  
everyone	  at	  Beckerle	  including	  LB1,	  LB2.	  	  
	  
Even	  though	  the	  office	  and	  storage	  sheds	  were	  
burned	  to	  the	  ground	  and	  trucks	  destroyed	  in	  a	  fire	  
that	  raged	  for	  18	  hours	  on	  Saturday,	  July	  4,	  1959,	  it	  
did	  note	  prevent	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  from	  resuming	  
and	  continuing	  business	  as	  usual.	  With	  the	  help	  of	  
competitor	  loaned	  equipment	  and	  supplies,	  a	  truck	  
full	  of	  lumber	  left	  the	  yard	  for	  delivery	  shortly	  after	  
8	  o’clock	  on	  Monday	  morning	  –	  just	  48	  hours	  later!	  
	  
–	  The	  Journal	  News	  (October	  1960)	  
	  

SB	  
	  
Source:	  
Berckerle	  
Lumber	  Supply	  
Continues	  
Steady	  Growth;	  
The	  Journal	  
News;	  October	  
11,	  1960	  

1959	   7	   6	   SVALLEY	   Monday:	  After	  19	  Years	  successful	  years	  of	  
continuous	  operation	  (despite	  efforts	  by	  Comfort	  
Coal)	  LB1	  is	  “reborn”	  gets	  everybody	  going	  –	  

SB	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Trailer	  
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reopens	  on	  Monday!	  
	  
JULY	  –	  SPRING	  1960:	  Beckerle	  runs	  business	  from	  a	  
trailer	  at	  the	  location	  on	  Route	  59	  for	  a	  couple	  of	  
years	  (?).	  Starting	  with	  a	  lumberyard	  office	  
consisting	  of	  a	  piece	  of	  burnt	  plywood	  on	  cinder	  
blocks.	  
	  
JNews	  article	  –Ocotober	  1960:	  There	  had	  to	  be	  a	  
quick	  but	  thorough	  cleanup	  job,	  [temporary	  phones	  
were	  installed]	  a	  trailer	  had	  to	  be	  brought	  to	  the	  
company’s	  property	  and	  converted	  into	  a	  
temporary	  office,	  permission	  had	  to	  be	  obtained	  for	  
temporary	  use	  of	  land	  across	  the	  street	  for	  storage	  
purposes,	  and	  destroyed	  stock	  piles	  had	  to	  be	  
replenished.	  All	  this	  was	  accomplished	  while	  
business	  was	  being	  “carried	  on	  as	  usual.”	  
	  
	  

on	  Route	  59	  
during	  winter	  
1959-‐60	  

1959	   7	   8?	   SVALLEY	   Even	  though	  after	  the	  fire	  Beckerle	  lost	  ALL	  of	  their	  
records	  and	  accounts	  receivable	  in	  the	  fire,	  many	  
of	  their	  loyal	  customers	  came	  back	  to	  tell	  them	  what	  
they	  owed	  and	  paid	  their	  bills.	  Most	  were	  very	  
honest.	  –MM	  
	  
More	  than	  a	  score	  of	  fire	  companies	  responded	  to	  
the	  6am	  alarm.	  Damage	  was	  estimated	  at	  $200,000	  
with	  the	  building	  in	  a	  complete	  shambles	  after	  the	  
18-‐hour	  (?)	  blaze.	  Loss	  of	  files	  and	  accounts	  
receivable	  –	  which	  were	  high.	  Many	  wholesale	  firms	  
even	  volunteered	  credit	  on	  a	  “January	  discount”	  
basis	  to	  help	  out	  in	  the	  crisis.	  
	  
Reaction	  to	  the	  disaster	  from	  lumber	  industry	  
members	  was	  commendable.	  “Practically	  every	  
lumber	  firm	  in	  the	  area	  extended	  an	  offer	  to	  
Beckerle	  following	  the	  loss.	  	  
	  

140720-‐DB	  
(21:20)	  
	  
New	  York	  
Lumber	  
Journal:	  
Published	  
monthly	  by	  the	  
New	  York	  
Lumber	  Trade	  
Assoc.	  August	  
1959	  	  

1959	   8	   	   SVALLEY	   Rented	  property	  from	  Widmann's	  Bros	  Bakery	  after	  
the	  first	  1959	  fire.	  Where	  Kule's	  Tire	  is.	  Widmann's	  
Bakery	  (John	  and	  Henry)	  went	  out	  of	  business	  just	  
before	  the	  fire.	  We	  rented	  space	  from	  them.	  Talk	  to	  
Art	  Gunther	  about	  Widmann's	  Bros	  Bakery	  like	  
Rockland	  Baker	  now.	  Had	  a	  place	  in	  Orange	  County	  
too.	  They	  had	  trucks	  and	  would	  deliver	  them	  to	  you	  
once	  a	  week.	  
	  

140825-‐PB	  
(1:49:00)	  
	  
	  	  

1959	   8	   	   SVALLEY	   After	  the	  fire,	  dad	  leased	  property	  on	  Chestnut	  
Street;	  Erie	  Station	  had	  a	  freight	  house;	  unloaded	  
RR	  cars	  into	  shed;	  150	  bags	  of	  cement	  from	  freight	  
house	  by	  hand	  (no	  fork	  lifts).	  Worked	  out	  of	  a	  trailer	  
and	  Jim	  McEntegart,	  cousin,	  built	  a	  shed	  on	  Route	  

PHOTO:	  Trailer	  
-‐	  YES	  
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59	  quickly	  to	  cover	  building	  materials.	  
	  

1959	   9	   	   SVALLEY	   Ed	  Bolson	  retired	  from	  Beckerle	  after	  the	  fire.	  
(JNEWS	  10/1960	  article	  says	  he	  retired	  about	  “one	  
year	  ago	  –	  that	  would	  mean	  Sept	  1959?)	  
	  
QUESTION:	  When	  did	  Ed	  Bolson	  leave	  Beckerle?	  
Before	  the	  fire	  on	  July	  4,	  1959?	  Pete	  thinks	  so	  and	  
will	  check.	  The	  JNews	  may	  have	  confused	  Dick	  
Nenninger	  with	  Ed	  Bolson?	  
	  

QUESTION:	  
Why	  did	  Ed	  
Bolson	  leave	  
prior	  to	  fire?	  
	  
PB	  needs	  to	  
check	  dates.	  
	  

1959	   9	   	   SVALLEY	   The	  July	  4th	  fire	  is	  NOT	  without	  casualties.	  
Overcome	  by	  the	  enormity	  of	  the	  loss.	  
	  
The	  foreman,	  Dick	  Neninger	  leaves	  Beckerle	  for	  a	  
vacation	  in	  September	  1959	  and	  never	  returns	  to	  
work.	  (JNEWS	  article	  says	  he	  retired	  in	  May	  1960?	  
Did	  he	  actually	  leave	  Sept	  1959	  never	  to	  return?).	  
He	  moved	  upstate,	  bought	  a	  farm	  and	  the	  Beckerles	  
never	  heard	  from	  Dick	  Neninger	  again.	  
	  

PHOTO	  of	  Dick	  
Neninger	  is	  on	  
the	  flier	  photo	  
(center)	  
	  
PB	  needs	  to	  
check	  dates.	  
	  

1959	   12	   7	   SVALLEY	   Carol	  Peterson	  	  (Murray)	  Peterson	  &	  Evelyn	  
Williams	  were	  hired	  by	  LB	  on	  the	  same	  day.	  	  
	  
Carol	  had	  heard	  from	  George	  Weissinger	  at	  Beckerle	  
Lumber,	  that	  they	  were	  looking	  for	  temporary	  help	  
to	  decipher	  all	  the	  charred	  remains	  of	  invoices	  
collected	  after	  the	  fire.	  Carol	  walked	  in	  that	  day	  and	  
was	  hired	  on	  the	  spot	  because	  they	  needed	  help	  
desperately.	  Evelyn	  was	  hired	  the	  same	  day	  too	  –
	  December	  7,	  1959.	  
	  
“I	  was	  so	  desperate	  to	  get	  a	  job.	  I	  didn’t	  care	  where	  
it	  was	  or	  how	  it	  was.”	  –CM	  
	  
After	  the	  fire	  we	  had	  to	  work	  out	  of	  a	  small	  trailer	  
on	  Route	  59.	  Yes,	  it	  was	  small,	  but	  it	  was	  not	  that	  
bad.	  We	  worked	  together	  and	  made	  it	  fun.	  We	  made	  
something	  nice	  out	  of	  something	  that	  was	  really	  
bad.	  	  
	  
The	  smell	  of	  charcoal	  was	  severe	  as	  the	  two	  women	  
pieced	  together	  paper	  from	  the	  charred	  remains	  
and	  tried	  to	  make	  something	  out	  of	  nothing.	  It	  was	  
quite	  a	  chore	  but	  we	  worked	  diligently.	  We	  didn’t	  
get	  out	  all	  the	  bills	  but	  did	  send	  out	  quite	  a	  few.	  It	  
was	  our	  effort	  to	  help	  keep	  the	  business	  going.	  	  
	  
My	  father	  said	  to	  me,	  “why	  don’t	  you	  get	  a	  job?”	  
Well,	  this	  was	  not	  just	  a	  job	  to	  me.	  It	  was	  a	  blessing	  
–	  I	  had	  a	  job	  and,	  for	  another	  thing,	  it	  was	  so	  nice	  to	  
work	  there.	  	  I	  cleaned	  the	  john,	  I	  made	  the	  coffee,	  I	  

Carol	  
Peterson	  
interview:	  
150513	  (7:15)	  
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went	  to	  the	  bank.	  LB	  would	  come	  in	  the	  morning	  
with	  his	  shoelaces	  flopping	  in	  the	  breeze	  because	  he	  
couldn’t	  bend	  over	  to	  tie	  his	  own	  shoelaces.	  That	  
was	  my	  chore	  every	  morning.	  It	  was	  little	  things	  like	  
that.	  We	  all	  just	  worked	  together	  and	  did	  what	  we	  
had	  to	  do.	  –	  CP	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

1959	   12	   7	   SVALLEY	   “Beckerle	  Lumber	  to	  me	  was	  like	  one	  big	  family.	  We	  
were	  all	  related.	  We	  all	  worked	  together.	  We	  all	  
stayed	  after	  work	  if	  we	  had	  to.	  We	  all	  just	  chipped	  in	  
and	  did	  it	  because	  we	  all	  loved	  each	  other.	  The	  
camaraderie	  was	  out	  of	  this	  world.”	  	  
	  
“Evelyn	  became	  one	  of	  my	  dearest	  friends.	  She	  
became	  my	  son’s	  Godmother	  and	  her	  husband	  my	  
son’s	  Godfather.”	  -‐	  CP	  
	  
In	  the	  meantime,	  I	  met	  a	  truck	  driver	  who	  started	  
working	  there	  is	  in	  1960	  by	  the	  name	  of	  Carl	  
Peterson.	  I	  was	  getting	  divorced	  and	  he	  was	  in	  the	  
process	  of	  getting	  divorced.	  We	  had	  a	  lot	  in	  common	  
and	  we	  worked	  at	  the	  same	  place.	  Pete	  was	  not	  too	  
happy	  about	  it	  at	  the	  time,	  but	  we	  promised	  that	  we	  
would	  not	  let	  it	  interfere	  with	  anything.	  So,	  we	  got	  
married.	  	  
	  
Carl	  and	  Carol	  had	  one	  son	  together	  –	  Scotty	  and	  
Evelyn	  and	  Richard	  became	  his	  God	  Parents.	  	  
	  
“Beckerle	  is	  a	  very	  big	  integral	  part	  of	  my	  life.	  If	  it	  
was	  not	  for	  Beckerle,	  I	  would	  not	  have	  a	  son	  and	  I	  
probably	  would	  not	  be	  where	  I	  am.”	  	  
	  
It	  was	  supposed	  to	  be	  temporary	  help	  when	  I	  
started.	  But	  I	  ended	  up	  being	  there	  for	  8	  ½	  years	  
and	  Evelyn	  was	  there	  a	  whole	  lot	  longer.	  
-‐	  CP	  
	  
Pete	  has	  stayed	  in	  touch	  with	  Carol	  over	  all	  these	  
years	  and	  still	  calls	  her	  on	  the	  phone	  every	  Dec	  7	  
without	  fail.	  -‐	  PB	  
	  

140825-‐PB	  
(1:52:12)	  
	  
GEO	  did	  
interview	  Carol	  
(Murray)	  
Peterson	  on	  
5/13/15:	  
PHONE:	  803-‐
536-‐5492	  –	  re:	  
early	  work	  
years	  and	  
memories	  of	  
LB1	  (Audio:	  
150513)	  
	  
	  
1:54:00	  
	  

1960s	   	   	   EVENTS	   Downtown	  Spring	  Valley	  was	  a	  nice	  little	  town	  with	  
several	  stores	  that	  we	  could	  walk	  to.	  It	  was	  a	  great	  
place	  to	  live.	  We	  shopped	  once	  a	  week	  at	  the	  local	  
market.	  We	  went	  to	  St.	  Joseph’s	  Church	  on	  Main	  
Street.	  My	  daughter	  was	  baptized	  there.	  Kule’s	  Tire.	  
We’d	  walk	  into	  town	  to	  go	  shopping	  and	  usually	  
bring	  home	  more	  than	  we	  had	  expected.	  So	  my	  

Lenore	  Gamsby	  
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hands	  were	  full	  and	  Joanne	  would	  carry	  a	  smaller	  
package	  and	  hold	  onto	  my	  dress	  with	  her	  hand	  as	  
we	  walked	  home.	  I	  would	  say,	  “stay	  with	  mommy…	  
don’t	  walk	  out	  into	  the	  street.”	  	  
	  

1960s	   	  	   	   EVENTS	   I	  needed	  a	  car	  and	  a	  girl	  from	  work;	  her	  farther	  was	  
buying	  a	  new	  car	  and	  sold	  me	  a	  convertible	  car.	  It	  
cost	  only	  $25.	  One	  day	  I	  was	  driving	  that	  car	  home	  
from	  work	  on	  the	  Palisades	  Parkway	  in	  a	  
snowstorm	  and	  the	  roof	  on	  the	  convertible	  blew	  up	  
in	  the	  wind	  and	  snow	  started	  blowing	  into	  the	  car	  as	  
I	  drove	  home.	  People	  on	  the	  Palisades	  Parkway	  
were	  watching	  me,	  all	  dressed	  up	  for	  work,	  driving	  
home	  in	  a	  snowstorm	  with	  the	  roof	  down.	  
	  

Lenore	  Gamsby	  

1960s	   	   	   EVENTS	   Spring	  Valley	  downtown,	  stores,	  movie	  theater.	  You	  
could	  buy	  almost	  anything	  there.	  

PHOTO:	  
	  
Photos	  of	  
SVALLEY	  in	  
1960s	  –GP	  
AG	  or	  Bob	  
Rubin?	  
	  

1960s
?	  

	   	   SVALLEY	   When	  O&R	  purchased	  the	  land	  from	  Comfort	  Coal	  
they	  used	  the	  rail	  for	  delivery	  of	  pipe	  and	  other	  
materials.	  Their	  agreement	  included	  restrictions	  
that	  O&R	  would	  not	  sell	  to	  Beckerle	  Lumber.	  	  LB1	  
was	  friendly	  with	  the	  O&R	  execs	  and	  worked	  out	  a	  
lease	  agreement	  for	  land	  between	  the	  Erie	  RR	  yard	  
and	  Commerce	  Street.	  Eventually	  Beckerle	  bought	  
one-‐half	  and	  Sarafan	  bought	  one-‐half.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Erie	  
Steam	  engine	  
at	  Spring	  
Valley	  -‐	  GP	  

1960	   	   	   	   Spring	  Valley	  was	  a	  great	  community	  until	  the	  very	  
early	  1960s.	  By	  early	  1960s,	  Section	  8	  came	  in	  and	  
there	  was	  no	  planning,	  Upkeep	  was	  handed	  over	  the	  
management	  companies.	  So,	  there	  was	  no	  upkeep.	  
Bottom	  line	  was	  profit.	  So,	  those	  streets,	  Ewing	  and	  
“The	  Hill”	  became	  ghettos	  within	  2-‐3	  years.	  “The	  
Hill”	  had	  really	  some	  of	  the	  most	  beautiful	  land.	  You	  
could	  see	  clear	  over	  to	  the	  river.	  If	  they	  had	  torn	  
those	  places	  down	  and	  pout	  up	  some	  nice	  housing.	  
It	  could	  have	  been	  a	  beautiful	  area	  if	  they	  had	  
invested,	  but	  there	  was	  no	  planning.	  -‐	  AG	  
	  

150227	  (41:40)	  

1960	   4	   	   SVALLEY	   Laurence	  Beckerle,	  Sr.,	  the	  head	  of	  the	  firm,	  is	  not	  
looking	  back	  on	  the	  July	  4	  tragedy,	  but	  looking	  
ahead	  to	  a	  newer,	  bigger	  and	  better	  Beckerle	  in	  the	  
future.	  
	  
The	  odd	  fact	  seems	  to	  be	  that	  today’s	  operations,	  
conducted	  under	  some	  difficulties,	  have	  resulted	  in	  
better	  service	  than	  ever	  before,	  according	  to	  old	  

Beckerle	  
Lumber	  Keeps	  
Growing	  
despite	  July	  4	  
Fire;	  April	  26,	  
1960;	  JNEWS	  
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customers	  and	  friends.	  It’s	  the	  result	  of	  an	  extra	  
push	  by	  the	  entire	  staff.	  
	  
“Orders	  had	  to	  be	  filled	  from	  stock	  that	  had	  been	  
stored	  at	  the	  railroad	  yards.	  Wholesalers	  and	  
retailers	  chipped	  in	  the	  items	  that	  were	  missing.	  	  
	  
This	  comeback	  –	  this	  delivery	  of	  all	  orders	  –	  was	  not	  
a	  miracle.	  The	  entire	  staff	  put	  in	  long	  hours	  and	  
sometimes	  worked	  under	  difficult	  circumstances.	  
But	  a	  reputation	  that	  took	  20	  years	  to	  build	  up	  had	  
to	  be	  maintained	  and	  it	  was.”	  
	  

1960	   6	   	   SVALLEY	   1960-‐1963:	  After	  the	  fire,	  we	  operated	  out	  of	  an	  
orange	  trailer	  that	  was	  temporarily	  placed	  through	  
the	  Spring	  of	  1960.	  At	  that	  time,	  Route	  59	  was	  
getting	  busy	  and	  this	  stated	  making	  it	  more	  difficult	  
for	  us	  to	  move	  materials	  back	  and	  forth,	  across	  the	  
road	  to	  both	  sides	  of	  Rt	  59	  and	  also	  from	  the	  train	  
yard	  freight	  house	  on	  Chestnut	  Street,	  which	  we	  had	  
been	  using	  to	  receive	  and	  unload	  materials.	  
Realizing	  also	  that	  Route	  59	  was	  no	  longer	  really	  
needed	  as	  a	  prime	  retail	  location	  for	  our	  business	  
and	  that	  Chestnut	  street	  provided	  direct	  access	  to	  
they	  Erie-‐Lackawanna	  railroad	  track	  we	  decided	  to	  
move	  our	  operations	  to	  the	  property	  we	  had	  leased	  
from	  Erie	  Railroad	  at	  3	  Chestnut	  Street.	  	  
	  
In	  1960,	  we	  built	  a	  2-‐story	  office,	  store	  and	  
warehouse,	  as	  total	  of	  FIVE	  buildings	  were	  designed	  
and	  erected	  to	  take	  advantage	  of	  the	  railroad	  
facilities.	  	  We	  built	  concrete	  ramps,	  unloading	  docks,	  
and	  special	  gates	  to	  take	  advantage	  of	  the	  railroad	  
siding	  and	  provide	  efficient	  material	  handling	  
facilities	  while	  unloading	  freight	  cars.	  
	  	  

PB	  
	  
	  
141010	  Audio:	  
2hr	  15	  min.	  
	  
(Revised	  
1/14/15)	  
	  
NOTE:	  Trailer	  
was	  there	  in	  
April	  1960	  
(JNEWS	  article	  
printed	  
4/26/60)	  

1960	   7	   	   SVALLEY	   Beckerle	  was	  in	  a	  hurry	  to	  build	  the	  new	  site	  on	  
Chestnut	  Street	  because	  Shopper’s	  Paradise	  wanted	  
the	  property	  on	  Route	  59.	  Beckerle	  built	  its	  original	  
building	  of	  wood	  but	  after	  the	  1963	  fire,	  rebuilt	  it	  
with	  concrete	  block.Beckerle	  built	  its	  new	  store	  and	  
offices	  with	  concrete	  block	  walls	  and	  separated	  the	  
buildings	  to	  make	  them	  as	  fire-‐resistant	  as	  possible.	  
-‐	  AG-‐PB	  
	  

AG150227	  
(25:20)	  

1960	   10	   	   SVALLEY	   Laurence	  T.	  (Pete)	  Beckerle,	  Jr.	  is	  
secretary/treasurer	  of	  the	  corporation	  and	  serves	  
as	  office	  manager;	  He	  is	  a	  graduate	  of	  Holy	  Cross	  
College	  in	  Worcester,	  Mass	  and	  has	  been	  with	  the	  
company	  fulltime	  since	  he	  returned	  from	  service	  in	  
the	  Navy	  on	  December	  16,1955.	  Pete	  is	  married	  
with	  two	  children	  and	  lives	  in	  a	  home	  on	  Town	  Line	  

JNEWS:	  Article	  
“	  Beckerle	  
Lumber	  Supply	  
Continues	  
Steady	  Growth”	  
RC	  JNews	  –p8;	  
Oct	  11,	  1960	  
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Road,	  Pearl	  River.	  
	  
Jerry	  Quinn,	  [Pete’s	  brother	  in	  law	  who	  joined	  the	  
business	  in	  1950]	  is	  the	  assistant	  office	  manager,	  
John	  Giarratano	  is	  sales	  manager,	  and	  Frank	  Buono	  
is	  the	  dispatcher	  and	  George	  Weissinger	  the	  yard	  
foreman.	  
	  
	  
	  

1960	   10	   11	   SVALLEY	   A	  new	  120x60	  foot	  warehouse	  is	  just	  about	  
completed	  on	  the	  Commerce	  Street	  property	  in	  
Spring	  Valley.	  Plans	  have	  been	  projected	  for	  the	  
erection	  of	  a	  new	  office	  and	  store	  building	  on	  the	  
site	  of	  the	  one	  that	  burned	  down	  in	  July	  1959.	  
	  
Beckerle	  Lumber	  Supply	  stocks	  high-‐grade	  lumber	  
and	  mason	  building	  supplies,	  some	  hardware	  items	  
and	  specialty	  items	  for	  the	  do-‐it-‐yourself	  
homeowner.	  
	  
“Quality	  materials	  at	  reasonable	  prices,	  plus	  
courteous	  and	  prompt	  service,	  means	  satisfied	  
customers,”	  commented	  Laurence	  Beckerle	  Sr.	  
“Satisfied	  customers	  not	  only	  means	  that	  they	  will	  
return	  to	  buy	  again	  when	  the	  need	  arises,	  but	  will	  
recommend	  us	  to	  their	  friends.”	  
	  
	  
	  

Rockland	  
JNews:	  
Beckerle	  
Lumber	  Supply	  
Continues	  
Steady	  Growth;	  
JNEWS;	  Oct.	  11,	  
1960;	  p8	  

1960	   11?	   	   FAMILY	  
	  

My	  father	  (LB1)	  one	  time	  took	  us	  all	  out	  to	  dinner	  
and	  we	  all	  went	  out	  to	  the	  restaurant	  –	  my	  sister	  
and	  her	  10	  kids	  and	  me	  and	  my	  5	  children	  and	  Pete	  
and	  his	  four	  children.	  I	  am	  sure	  it	  cost	  more	  than	  
$100…	  and	  $100	  back	  then	  was	  a	  lot	  of	  money.	  And,	  
[after	  the	  dinner],	  we	  all	  got	  home	  ahead	  of	  him	  
because	  he	  wouldn’t’	  go	  on	  the	  thruway	  and	  pay	  the	  
toll.	  
	  
So,	  LB1	  watched	  his	  money	  very	  carefully…	  
And	  Larry	  is	  like	  him.	  
	  
-‐	  Marcey	  
	  

Marcey	  150212	  
(1:17:00)	  

1960	   11	   	   EVENTS	   Senator	  John	  F.	  Kennedy	  defeated	  sitting	  Vice	  
President	  Richard	  Nixon.	  In	  his	  inaugural	  address,	  
Kennedy	  made	  the	  ambitious	  pledge	  to	  "pay	  any	  
price,	  bear	  any	  burden,	  meet	  any	  hardship,	  support	  
any	  friend,	  oppose	  any	  foe,	  in	  order	  to	  assure	  the	  
survival	  and	  success	  of	  liberty."	  	  

In	  1961,	  the	  U.S.	  had	  50,000	  troops	  based	  in	  Korea.	  
In	  May	  1961,	  U.S.	  Vice	  President	  Lyndon	  B.	  Johnson	  

Wiki	  



Beckerle	  Lumber	  Timeline	  –	  DRAFT	   	   Updated:	  7/7/2015	  

	  
SUN	  STUDIOS	  DESIGN	  •	  Marketing	  &	  Media	  Communications	  •	  info@sunstudiosdesign.com	  •	  845-‐429-‐2020	  	   #96	  
	  	  

visited	  Saigon	  and	  enthusiastically	  declared	  South	  
Vietnam	  more	  aid	  in	  molding	  a	  fighting	  force	  that	  
could	  resist	  the	  communists.	  

	  
1961	   1	   20	   EVENTS	   John	  F.	  Kennedy	  inaugurated	  President	   	  

1961	   1	   20	   EVENTS	   President	  Eisenhower’s	  farewell	  address	  to	  the	  
nation	  expressed	  his	  concerns	  about	  future	  dangers	  
of	  massive	  military	  spending,	  especially	  deficit	  
spending	  and	  government	  contracts	  to	  private	  
military	  manufacturers,	  and	  coined	  the	  term	  
"military–industrial	  complex.”	  
	  

Wiki	  	  

1961	   11	   6	   EVENTS	   In	  contrast	  to	  Monsey’s	  diversity,	  the	  Hasidic	  
community	  of	  New	  Square	  is	  unique	  in	  that	  it	  only	  
members	  of	  the	  Skvirer	  sect	  live	  there.	  	  
	  
Incorporated	  as	  a	  village	  on	  November	  6,	  1961,	  the	  
community	  actually	  began	  seven	  years	  earlier,	  when	  
twenty	  families	  moved	  from	  Brooklyn	  to	  a	  130-‐acre	  
tract	  of	  farmland	  north	  or	  Spring	  Valley.	  While	  
seeking	  village	  status,	  the	  community	  met	  strong	  
opposition	  from	  the	  Town	  of	  Ramapo.	  The	  town	  lost	  
both	  the	  court	  case	  and	  appeal	  and	  New	  Square	  
became	  the	  only	  village	  in	  New	  York	  State	  governed	  
by	  a	  single	  religious	  group.	  In	  1982,	  New	  Square	  
won	  another	  court	  battle,	  this	  time	  to	  annex	  land	  
into	  its	  village	  from	  outside	  its	  corporate	  limits.	  
	  
After	  a	  long	  day	  if	  studies	  and	  chores,	  boys	  and	  girls	  
gather	  in	  separate	  groups	  to	  tell	  stories,	  sing	  songs	  
and	  socialize.	  Other	  forms	  of	  entertainment	  are	  
extremely	  limited	  and	  there	  are	  no	  televisions	  or	  
movie	  theaters	  in	  New	  Square.	  
	  
Outside	  of	  their	  immediate	  families,	  young	  people	  
do	  not	  mix	  until	  the	  engagement	  has	  been	  
announced	  by	  their	  parents.	  At	  that	  time,	  the	  couple	  
is	  permitted	  to	  converse	  to	  determine	  if	  they	  share	  
mutual	  interests.	  If	  not,	  the	  betrothal	  may	  be	  
broken,	  but	  such	  instances	  are	  rare	  among	  Hasidim.	  
So	  too	  is	  divorce.	  
	  
Many	  adults	  leave	  each	  morning	  to	  work	  in	  New	  
York	  City,	  traveling	  on	  a	  community	  bus	  or	  in	  
private	  cars,	  while	  others	  remain	  in	  the	  village	  and	  
conduct	  business	  from	  their	  homes	  or	  shops.	  	  
	  
	  

New	  Square	  
By	  Allen	  
Rosenfeld	  and	  
Harold	  L.	  Laroff	  
	  

1962	   	   	   SVALLEY	   After	  the	  1959	  fire,	  Beckerle	  leased	  land	  north	  side	  
of	  the	  RR	  tracks	  from	  O&R	  across	  the	  RR	  track.	  
Small	  hunk	  of	  property.	  May	  have	  been	  leased	  from	  
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Pete’s	  uncle	  Joe	  Beckerle.	  
	  

1962	  
	  

2	   20	   EVENTS	   John	  Glenn	  becomes	  the	  first	  American	  to	  orbit	  
Earth	  

	  

1962	   3	   	   EVENTS	   Adam	  Krainak	  becomes	  Spring	  Valley	  Police	  Chief.	  
He	  joined	  the	  force	  in	  1947	  and	  was	  police	  chief	  
until	  he	  retired	  in	  1981	  or	  1982	  (?).	  In	  Feb	  1962	  he	  
was	  asked	  to	  move	  into	  the	  Village	  of	  Spring	  Valley	  
since	  he	  was	  becoming	  chief.	  	  AK	  was	  the	  Spring	  
Valley	  Chief	  of	  Police	  for	  18	  years.	  	  
	  

140908-‐AK	  
(52:00)	  

1962	   5	   	   SVALLEY	   Hardware	  at	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  started	  with	  Pete	  at	  
the	  Spring	  Valley	  store	  in	  1962.	  
	  
	  

	  

1962	   9	   23	   EVENTS	   The	  Jetson’s,	  that	  space-‐aged	  cartoon	  series	  
featuring	  the	  21st-‐century	  Jetson	  family	  first	  aired	  
on	  television.	  

Wiki	  

1962	  
	  

10	   	   EVENTS	   Cuban	  missile	  crisis	  –	  a	  13-‐day	  confrontation	  
between	  the	  United	  States	  and	  the	  Soviet	  Union	  
over	  Soviet	  ballistic	  missiles	  deployed	  in	  Cuba.	  
	  

	  

1963	   4	   22	   SVALLEY	   A	  2:30am	  fire	  devastates	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  for	  a	  
second	  time.	  	  
	  
Journal	  News:	  200	  local	  volunteer	  firemen	  from	  
Spring	  Valley,	  Hillcrest,	  Nanuet	  and	  Monsey	  
responded	  as	  the	  2:30	  AM	  alarm	  sounded	  for	  a	  
blaze	  that	  erupted	  at	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  Company	  in	  
the	  early	  morning	  hours	  and	  burned	  for	  about	  2	  
hours	  and	  was	  brought	  under	  control	  by	  4:30am.	  
But,	  not	  before	  it	  “completely	  destroyed	  the	  main	  
office	  and	  burned	  great	  piles	  of	  lumber	  all	  the	  way	  
back	  to	  South	  Myrtle	  Avenue.	  There,	  an	  unoccupied	  
house,	  also	  owned	  by	  the	  lumber	  company,	  went	  up	  
as	  wind-‐whipped	  flames	  ripped	  through	  the	  two-‐
story	  frame	  structure.”	  	  
	  

Journal	  News	  
	  
PHOTO:	  
Scanned	  
Newspaper	  
stories	  

1963	   4	   22	   SVALLEY	   Beckerle	  Fire:	  Eyewitness	  report	  –	  On	  April	  22,	  
1963,	  it	  was	  my	  30th	  birthday	  and	  my	  aunt	  Alma	  
was	  visiting	  from	  California.	  She	  was	  staying	  with	  us	  
at	  my	  parent’s	  home	  on	  South	  Myrtle	  Avenue	  that	  
evening	  –	  with	  my	  daughter,	  Joanne,	  and	  me	  since	  
my	  parents	  had	  gone	  away	  for	  the	  weekend.	  	  It	  was	  
a	  Monday,	  and	  Alma	  woke	  me	  up	  very	  early	  in	  the	  
morning	  when	  she	  heard	  a	  lot	  of	  noise	  and	  
commotion	  in	  the	  street	  outside	  of	  our	  home.	  As	  we	  
looked	  out	  our	  window,	  the	  sky	  lit	  up	  by	  a	  blazing	  
fire	  with	  an	  orange	  color	  and	  firemen	  had	  stretched	  
long	  black	  hoses	  all	  over	  the	  sidewalk	  and	  street.	  
Our	  neighbors	  came	  outside	  of	  their	  homes	  to	  watch	  
the	  fire,	  standing	  around,	  dressed	  in	  robes	  and	  

Lenore	  Gamsby	  
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pajamas.	  Our	  house	  was	  on	  Myrtle	  Avenue,	  only	  3	  
houses	  away.	  When	  I	  went	  outside	  to	  watch	  the	  fire,	  
some	  of	  the	  neighbors	  were	  worried	  that	  the	  fire	  
would	  spread	  to	  the	  homes.	  I	  heard	  one	  neighbor	  
say,	  “get	  out	  of	  here	  and	  take	  what	  you	  can.”	  	  
	  
Just	  then	  I	  saw	  an	  elderly	  man,	  who	  lived	  in	  the	  
house	  directly	  across	  the	  street	  from	  us,	  carrying	  a	  
large	  stuffed	  chair	  out	  of	  his	  home	  and	  down	  Myrtle	  
Avenue.	  It	  was	  his	  prized	  possession	  that	  he	  wanted	  
to	  save	  from	  the	  fire.	  	  
	  
We	  became	  increasingly	  concerned	  about	  the	  safety	  
of	  our	  home	  and	  getting	  my	  daughter.	  Joanne,	  safe	  
and	  away	  from	  the	  fire.	  But,	  soon	  after	  that,	  the	  fire	  
department	  was	  able	  bring	  the	  fire	  under	  control	  
and	  everyone	  calmed	  down.	  But	  the	  smell	  of	  smoke	  
remained	  in	  the	  air	  for	  days.	  –	  Lenore	  Gamsby	  
	  

1963	   04	   23	   SVALLEY	   The	  very	  next	  day,	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  placed	  a	  full-‐
page	  ad	  in	  Journal	  News	  to	  let	  everyone	  know	  they	  
were	  still	  open.	  	  This	  time	  there	  was	  insurance	  but	  it	  
still	  took	  a	  massive	  effort	  to	  get	  the	  business	  
running	  again.	  	  (SB)	  
	  

PB	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Scan	  of	  
Newspaper	  ad	  
	  

1963	   4	   23	   SVALLEY	   Photos	  of	  debris	  from	  the	  1963	  fire;	  We	  tried	  to	  cut	  
off	  the	  good	  parts	  of	  the	  lumber;	  The	  owners	  of	  the	  
bungalows	  would	  keep	  some	  spare	  lumber	  with	  odd	  
sizes.	  We	  sold	  a	  lot	  of	  that	  "debris"	  following	  the	  
fire.	  
	  

Photos	  from	  PB	  

1963	   4	   25	   SVALLEY	   I	  lived	  behind	  where	  the	  trailer	  was	  on	  Route	  59	  
near	  Shopper’s	  Paradise.	  There	  were	  apartment	  
houses	  there	  and	  I	  lived	  on	  the	  first	  floor	  of	  those	  
apartment	  houses.	  Evelyn	  lived	  on	  the	  second	  floor.	  
So,	  after	  the	  fire,	  I	  told	  Pete	  that	  since	  my	  apartment	  
was	  so	  close,	  he	  could	  bring	  all	  the	  burned	  business	  
records	  over	  to	  my	  apartment	  and	  we	  could	  go	  
through	  it	  there.	  And,	  that	  is	  what	  we	  did	  for	  a	  
while.	  	  
	  

Carol	  
Peterson	  
interview:	  
150513	  

1963	   04	   26	   SVALLEY	   Photos	  taken	  of	  property	  of	  results	  of	  fire,	  the	  debris	  
from	  that	  1963	  fire.	  We	  then	  tried	  to	  cut	  away	  the	  
burned	  part	  of	  the	  lumber.	  People	  did	  not	  need	  a	  full	  
sheet	  of	  plywood	  for	  a	  bungalow	  or	  whatever.	  
Repairs	  or	  whatnot.	  Sold	  a	  lot	  of	  truckloads	  of	  
debris	  to	  people.	  
	  

140825-‐PB	  
(1:18:35)	  

1963	   5	   	   SVALLEY	   Photos	  taken	  after	  the	  April	  22	  fire	  at	  Chestnut	  
Street	  (May?)	  
	  

140825-‐PB	  
(1:12:20)	  

1963	   5	   	   SVALLEY	   After	  the	  fire,	  we	  rented	  space	  from	  Feiger	  Altman	   140825-‐PB	  
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on	  33	  Commerce	  Street;	  We	  had	  to	  use	  that	  for	  our	  
offices	  and	  storage	  space	  for	  one	  year	  while	  we	  
rebuilt	  the	  office	  
	  

(1:47:30)	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  
1963	   6	   	   EVENTS	   As	  we	  entered	  the	  summer	  of	  1963,	  popular	  

American	  culture	  was	  still	  in	  the	  1950s.	  "America	  
had	  not	  taken	  off	  its	  shirt	  and	  tie	  yet."	  It	  was	  the	  age	  
of	  innocence.	  Bonanza,	  "Send	  Me	  No	  Flowers"	  –	  
Rock	  Hudson	  and	  Doris	  Day	  (1964),	  etc.	  	  
	  

PHOTO:	  1963	  
era	  TV,	  
movies.	  

1963	   6	   	   SVALLEY	   Comfort	  Coal	  use	  to	  own	  all	  of	  this	  property	  (SV)	  
and	  they	  had	  a	  barn	  where	  they	  used	  to	  keep	  their	  
horses	  before	  truck	  deliveries.	  Manlo	  Paper	  
eventually	  purchased	  the	  barn.	  Paper	  products.	  Ida	  
Manis	  was	  the	  owner	  who	  we	  had	  purchased	  the	  
property	  from	  in	  June	  1963.	  Where	  the	  shed	  is	  built	  
now,	  the	  empty	  lot	  on	  Walnut	  near	  Epstein's	  House.	  	  
	  
By	  buying	  the	  Manlo	  Paper	  property,	  the	  Heitman	  
house,	  and	  the	  Epstein	  house	  we	  were	  able	  to	  put	  
up	  that	  building	  that	  is	  there	  now.	  
	  
	  

140825-‐003-‐	  
PB	  
	  
(2:03:00)	  
	  
	  

1963	   8	   28	   EVENTS	   March	  on	  Washington:	  On	  Tuesday,	  August	  27,	  
1963,	  250,000	  people	  marched	  in	  Washington	  for	  
jobs	  and	  freedom.	  It	  was	  one	  of	  the	  largest	  political	  
rallies	  for	  human	  rights	  in	  United	  States	  history	  and	  
called	  for	  civil	  and	  economic	  rights	  for	  African	  
Americans.	  On	  Wednesday,	  August	  28,	  2963,	  Martin	  
Luther	  King	  gave	  his	  "I	  Have	  a	  Dream"	  speech	  on	  
the	  steps	  of	  the	  Lincoln	  Memorial.	  
	  
President,	  JFK	  had	  put	  forward	  civil	  rights	  
legislation	  but	  it	  did	  not	  make	  progress	  in	  a	  divided	  
Congress.	  US	  started	  becoming	  more	  involved	  in	  
VietNam.	  
	  

	  

1963	   11	   22	   EVENTS	   JFK	  Assassination:	  	  Shortly	  after	  12	  noon	  CST	  on	  
November	  22,	  1963,	  President	  John	  F.	  Kennedy	  
was	  assassinated	  as	  he	  rode	  in	  a	  motorcade	  through	  
Dealey	  Plaza	  in	  downtown	  Dallas,	  Texas.	  
	  

www.jfklibrary.
org	  

1963	   11	   22	   EVENTS	   Only	  7	  months	  after	  the	  Beckerle	  fire	  on	  Chestnut	  
Street,	  President	  JFK	  was	  assassinated	  in	  Dallas.	  
Everyone	  remembers	  where	  they	  were	  and	  what	  
they	  were	  doing	  at	  @	  1pm	  EST	  when	  the	  news	  was	  
announced.	  
	  
“School	  let	  out	  early	  that	  afternoon.	  As	  6-‐year	  old,	  
Joanne	  Gamsby	  was	  approaching	  the	  crossing	  
guard;	  she	  saw	  that	  he	  was	  crying.	  She	  then	  heard	  

Lenore	  
Gamsby;	  
Joanne	  
	  
Confirm	  story	  -‐	  
GP	  
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someone	  say	  that	  the	  president	  had	  been	  shot.	  
	  

1963	   11	   22	   EVENTS	   I	  was	  living	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  and	  working	  at	  
Rockland	  Psychiatric	  Center	  in	  Orangeburg.	  I	  was	  
just	  typing	  at	  my	  desk	  after	  lunch	  when	  one	  of	  the	  
guys	  popped	  his	  head	  in	  the	  door	  and	  said,	  “Lenore	  
have	  you	  heard	  what	  happened?	  The	  President	  has	  
been	  shot.”	  Some	  of	  my	  co-‐workers	  were	  just	  
returning	  from	  lunch	  and	  had	  not	  heard.	  They	  did	  
not	  have	  a	  radio	  on.	  No	  TV	  on.	  
	  
Communications	  was	  also	  a	  lot	  slower	  then.	  We	  
didn’t	  have	  24-‐hour	  news.	  For	  the	  next	  few	  days	  
everyone	  was	  sitting	  together,	  watching	  the	  events	  
unfold	  on	  the	  television	  screen.	  
	  

Lenore	  Gamsby	  
	  

1963	   11	   22	   EVENTS	   I	  was	  teaching	  in	  school	  and	  at	  that	  time	  we	  had	  
excused	  the	  students	  for	  one	  hour	  to	  go	  for	  religious	  
instruction.	  A	  group	  of	  students	  came	  back	  early,	  
burst	  into	  the	  school	  and	  told	  us	  that	  president	  
Kennedy	  had	  been	  shot.	  
	  

RK	  interview	  

1963	   11	   22	   EVENTS	   Vice	  President	  Johnson	  was	  sworn	  in	  on	  Air	  Force	  1	  
(?)	  plane	  hours	  later	  with	  First	  Lady,	  Jacqueline	  
Onasis	  standing	  near,	  by	  his	  side.	  President	  Johnson	  
was	  never	  elected	  president.	  The	  people	  did	  not	  
choose	  him.	  
	  

	  

1963	   11	   22	   SVALLEY	   Back	  at	  that	  time,	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  did	  its	  weekly	  
payroll	  in	  cash;	  They	  had	  about	  15-‐20	  employees	  at	  
the	  time	  and	  would	  add	  up	  the	  hours	  for	  the	  week	  
on	  Friday	  morning	  and	  pay	  its	  the	  employees	  on	  
from	  Friday	  through	  Thursday	  night.	  .	  	  The	  numbers	  
of	  hours	  for	  each	  employee	  had	  to	  be	  added	  up	  from	  
the	  hand	  written	  time	  cards	  as	  there	  were	  no	  
computers	  being	  used	  at	  that	  time.	  Earlier	  that	  day,	  
they	  had	  to	  go	  to	  the	  Ramapo	  Trust	  Company	  to	  get	  
enough	  cash	  and	  coins	  to	  make	  the	  payroll	  in	  exact	  
change	  for	  each	  employee	  that	  afternoon.	  Time	  was	  
tight	  because	  the	  bank	  always	  closed	  at	  3pm	  on	  
Fridays.	  	  
	  
Pete	  and	  Denise	  were	  in	  their	  kitchen	  on	  November	  
22	  at	  1pm	  doing	  the	  payroll	  –	  just	  as	  they	  were	  each	  
week	  on	  Friday.	  The	  numbers	  of	  hours	  for	  each	  
employee	  had	  already	  been	  added	  up	  from	  the	  hand	  
written	  time	  cards.	  There	  were	  no	  computers	  being	  
used	  at	  that	  time.	  Upon	  hearing	  the	  news	  that	  the	  
president	  had	  been	  shot	  in	  Dallas,	  they	  each	  became	  
so	  upset	  that	  they	  and	  	  had	  difficulty	  finishing	  the	  
counting	  the	  money	  and	  filling	  envelopes	  with	  exact	  
pay	  for	  each	  employee.	  But	  they	  did	  it.	  

PB	  141010	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
PB	  (6/17/15)	  
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Fortunately,	  the	  payroll	  was	  completed	  despite	  the	  
traumatic	  news	  that	  day	  that	  lasted	  for	  the	  next	  
several	  days.	  But,	  from	  that	  week	  forward,	  payroll	  
at	  Beckerle	  was	  changed	  to	  the	  WEEK	  week	  AFTER	  
following	  the	  week	  worked	  -‐-‐	  aA	  one-‐week	  pay	  
delay	  for	  all	  employees	  was	  begun	  in	  order	  to	  avoid	  
missing	  payroll	  due	  to	  an	  unexpected	  disruption	  
because	  of	  some	  other	  major	  catastrophe	  and	  this	  
policy	  continues	  until	  today.	  

	  
1963	   11	   23	   EVENTS	   We	  watched	  the	  TV	  the	  entire	  next	  day	  and	  the	  

nation	  witnessed	  Jack	  Ruby	  shoot	  Lee	  Harvey	  
Oswald	  live	  on	  TV.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  News	  
photos	  
w/1960s	  TV	  –	  
GP	  
	  

1963	   11	   25	   EVENTS	   Order	  #201:	  All	  trains	  will	  cease	  operations	  
between	  11:59AM	  –	  12:01PM	  on	  Monday,	  
November	  25,	  regardless	  of	  where	  they	  are	  on	  
crossing	  interlocking	  or	  hill.	  

Railroad	  
history:	  	  
http://www.ki
nglyheirs.com	  

1964	   1	   13	   EVENTS	   Bob	  Dylan	  releases	  his	  third	  studio	  album,	  titled,	  
The	  Times	  They	  Are	  a-‐Changin'	  
	  

	  

1964	   2	   9	   EVENTS	   The	  Beatles	  arrived	  in	  New	  York	  and	  on	  February	  9,	  
1964,	  made	  their	  American	  television	  debut	  before	  
73	  million	  viewers.	  About	  two-‐fifths	  of	  the	  total	  
American	  population	  watched	  the	  group	  perform	  on	  
the	  first	  of	  two	  Ed	  Sullivan	  Show	  appearances	  that	  
month.	  The	  second	  was	  aired	  on	  February	  16	  from	  
Miami.	  
	  
The	  life	  and	  the	  spirit	  of	  this	  new	  music	  from	  Britain	  
was	  exciting	  for	  young	  people	  and	  helped	  to	  restore	  
the	  country	  with	  a	  sense	  of	  optimism	  and	  
hopefulness	  as	  Americans	  had	  been	  still	  reeling	  
from	  disbelief	  after	  the	  assassination	  of	  President	  
John	  F.	  Kennedy	  in	  Dallas,	  only	  11	  weeks	  earlier.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  
Beatles	  
button-‐	  GP	  

1964	   2	   25	   EVENTS	   Cassius	  Clay	  beats	  Sonny	  Liston,	  World	  
Heavyweight	  Champion	  in	  seven	  rounds	  from	  
Miami	  Beach,	  one	  of	  the	  most	  anticipated	  fights	  and	  
controversial	  moments	  in	  sports	  history.	  	  
	  
"I	  don't	  have	  to	  be	  what	  you	  want	  me	  to	  be."	  	  
-‐	  Cassius	  Clay	  
	  

Wiki	  

1964c	   3	   X	   FAMILY	   We	  used	  go	  to	  grandma	  and	  grandpa’s	  every	  Sunday	  
and	  on	  holidays	  when	  I	  was	  a	  little	  kid.	  They	  would	  
have	  things	  like	  soda.	  You	  would	  ask	  grandma	  for	  
soda	  and	  she	  would	  say	  its	  not	  good	  for	  you.	  But,	  
ask	  grandpa	  (LB1)	  and	  would	  say	  “Sure!	  You	  can	  
have	  soda!”	  	  -‐	  PQuinn	  

PQ	  
141219_Paul_Q
uinn2_Family	  
	  
Memories	  of	  
Laurence	  
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One	  time,	  grandpa	  (LB1)	  came	  over	  our	  house.	  
There	  were	  10	  kids	  in	  our	  house	  and	  we’d	  all	  be	  
sitting	  in	  the	  living	  room	  watching	  TV	  and	  he	  opens	  
the	  front	  door	  and	  throws	  a	  bunch	  of	  candy	  bars	  on	  
the	  floor	  and	  a	  brawl	  breaks	  out	  as	  everyone	  is	  
diving	  for	  the	  candy	  bars.”	  He	  would	  do	  things	  like	  
that.	  -‐	  PQuinn	  
	  

Beckerle	  LB1	  

1964	   4	   21	   EVENTS	   New	  York	  World’s	  Fair	  opens	  in	  Flushing	  Meadows,	  
New	  York	  (1964-‐1965).	  It	  was	  one	  of	  the	  biggest	  
international	  extravaganzas,	  attracting	  more	  than	  
51	  million	  visitors	  during	  two	  summer	  seasons.	  
Robert	  Moses	  had	  been	  chosen	  to	  take	  on	  the	  
tremendous	  amount	  of	  work	  necessary	  to	  bring	  the	  
fair	  to	  fruition.	  
	  
Opened	  on	  April	  21,	  1964	  for	  two	  six-‐month	  
seasons,	  concluding	  on	  October	  21,	  1965.	  

The	  1964-‐1965	  
New	  York	  
World’s	  Fair;	  
Images	  of	  
America	  Series	  
by	  Bill	  Cotter	  
and	  Bill	  	  Young;	  
Arcadia	  Press	  
(2004)	  
	  
PHOTO:	  NY	  
World’s	  Fair	  
sphere	  
	  

1964	   7	   2	   EVENTS	   By	  1964,	  America	  had	  developed	  a	  broad	  middle	  
class,	  but	  there	  is	  still	  a	  lot	  if	  inequity	  and	  poverty.	  
President	  Johnson	  introduced	  vast	  domestic	  reform	  
and	  July	  2,	  1964	  enacted	  his	  landmark	  Civil	  Rights	  
Bill.	  Three	  American	  civil	  right's	  workers	  were	  shot	  
in	  Mississippi	  two	  weeks	  earlier	  as	  racial	  tensions	  
are	  coming	  to	  a	  boiling	  point.	  Would	  LBJ's	  
progressive	  reforms	  alienate	  the	  South?	  Senator	  
Barry	  Goldwater	  represented	  the	  conservatives	  
who	  favored	  stronger	  limits	  to	  the	  power	  of	  federal	  
government	  and	  were	  afraid	  of	  losing	  their	  country.	  
	  

	  

1964	   8	   2	   EVENTS	   As	  a	  result	  of	  the	  Gulf	  of	  Tonkin	  incident	  on	  August	  
2	  –	  a	  confrontation	  between	  the	  destroyer,	  USS	  
Maddox	  and	  three	  North	  Vietnamese	  Navy	  torpedo	  
boats,	  the	  US	  Congress	  grants	  President	  Johnson	  
authority	  to	  commence	  open	  warfare	  against	  North	  
Vietnam.	  Later	  proven	  to	  be	  an	  overreaction,	  the	  
retaliation	  draws	  the	  US	  into	  the	  Vietnam	  War.	  
	  

Viet	  Nam	  War	  	  

1965	  
	  

1	   20	   EVENTS	   Richard	  M.	  Nixon	  inaugurated	  US	  President	   	  

1965	  
1966	  

	  1	  12	   25	   FAMILY	   We	  were	  attending	  a	  lumber	  convention	  in	  NYC	  in	  
January	  1966	  and,	  on	  Sunday,	  attending	  mass	  at	  St.	  
Patrick’s	  Cathedral.	  James	  Farley,	  former	  US	  
Postmaster	  from	  1933-‐1940	  under	  President	  
Franklin	  Roosevelt,	  was	  well	  known	  to	  the	  Beckerle	  
family.	  Whenthere	  and	  he	  was	  helping	  as	  	  he	  was	  an	  
usher	  at	  St.	  Patrick’s	  Cathedral	  the	  cathedral.,	  James	  

PB	  
	  
January	  1966	  
letter	  from	  
JFarley	  
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Farley	  was	  born	  on	  Memorial	  Day,	  1888,	  just	  three	  
days	  before	  LB.	  They	  knew	  each	  other	  growing	  up	  
and	  maintained	  a	  friendship.	  James	  Farley	  was	  well	  
known	  to	  the	  Beckerle	  family.	  JF	  asked	  how	  LB	  was	  
doing.	  Pete	  mentioned	  that	  his	  father	  was	  home	  and	  
in	  declining	  health.	  JF	  asked,	  “how	  is	  Nell	  doing?	  “	  JF	  
remembered	  everyone’s	  name.	  James	  Farley,	  then	  
an	  executive	  with	  Coca-‐Cola	  Co.,	  	  called	  LB1	  at	  home	  
the	  very	  next	  day.	  James	  Farley,	  then	  exec	  with	  
Coca-‐Cola	  Co.,	  called	  the	  Beckerle	  home	  and	  spoke	  
with	  LB1,	  who,	  upon	  .	  Upon	  receiving	  the	  call	  from	  
James	  Farley,	  LB	  lit	  up	  like	  a	  Christmas	  Tree,	  even	  
though	  he	  was	  dying	  from	  a	  prolonged	  battle	  with	  
cancer.	  JF	  also	  mailed	  a	  personal	  letter	  to	  LB1	  in	  the	  
week	  that	  followed,	  wishing	  him	  a	  speedy	  recovery.	  
	  
	  

1966	   6	   13	   SVALLEY	   Laurence	  Beckerle	  dies	  after	  a	  prolonged	  bout	  with	  
prostate	  cancer	  (?)	  
	  

SB	  

1967	  
	  

	   	   	   Texas	  Instruments	  invented	  the	  first	  hand-‐held	  
calculator,	  at	  a	  cost	  of	  $2,500	  a	  piece.	  
	  

Photo	  
140825-‐003-‐
PB	  (2:01:00)	  
	  

1968	   4	   	   SVALLEY	   We	  bought	  the	  Epstein	  House	  on	  Myrtle	  on	  the	  
corner	  of	  Chestnut	  &	  Walnut.	  Mark	  Epstein	  had	  also	  
been	  the	  mayor	  of	  Spring	  Valley.	  	  Bought	  Epstein's	  
house	  also.	  Bought	  that	  house	  in	  April	  1968.	  	  
	  

140825-‐003-‐
PB	  (2:01:00)	  

1968	   7	   	   SVALLEY	   After	  the	  fire	  of	  July	  1968,	  we	  needed	  space.	  Chester	  
Heitman	  was	  the	  first	  mayor	  of	  Spring	  Valley.	  After	  
the	  fire,	  Beckerle	  purchased	  his	  old	  house	  from	  6	  
South	  Myrtle	  from	  his	  daughter	  who	  was	  living	  
there.	  
	  	  

Article	  from	  
Pete	  
	  

1968	   12	   	   SVALLEY	   Rebuilding	  of	  the	  shed	  that	  had	  the	  fire	  	   140825-‐PB	  
(1:10:00)	  
	  
PHOTO	  -‐	  YES	  
	  

1968	   12	   	   SVALLEY	   We	  believe	  that	  the	  3rd	  fire	  was	  set	  intentionally.	  
We	  kept	  cedar	  shingles	  in	  that	  shed.	  It	  was	  very	  
windy	  that	  night.	  There	  was	  also	  another	  fire	  at	  the	  
Singers	  Hotel	  that	  same	  night.	  So,	  there	  were	  two	  
major	  fires	  on	  the	  same	  day.	  Maybe	  before	  dawn?	  	  
	  
-‐	  NEED	  TO	  CHECK	  facts.	  -‐	  PB	  
	  
-‐	  Adam	  Kraniak	  was	  chief	  at	  that	  time	  and	  believes	  
that	  the	  Singer	  fire	  was	  probably	  1968.	  However,	  
the	  Singers	  Hotel	  is	  actually	  on	  the	  edge	  of	  
Clarkstown	  and	  not	  in	  his	  police	  jurisdiction	  The	  

140825-‐PB	  
(1:14:00)	  
	  
Need	  to	  check	  
Singer	  Hotel	  
fire	  that	  same	  
day	  in	  1968.	  	  
	  
Check	  old	  
Orangeburg	  
Telegram	  from	  
1962-‐63	  or	  68?	  
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Town	  of	  Clarkstown	  (or	  County	  of	  Rockland)	  may	  
have	  investigated	  that,	  not	  the	  Village	  of	  Spring	  
Valley?	  There	  may	  also	  be	  records	  in	  the	  SV	  Fire	  
Department?	  Check	  with	  the	  Chief	  of	  the	  Fire	  
Department.	  -‐	  AK	  	  
	  

-‐	  GP	  
	  
140908-‐AK	  
(1:34:10)	  
	  
	  

1968	   12	   12	   SVALLEY	   Third	  fire	  at	  Beckerle	  shed	  –	  100	  feet	  long	  –	  all	  
along	  the	  tracks;	  rebuilt	  it	  about	  half	  the	  size	  of	  the	  
one	  from	  1968;	  neighbor	  on	  Myrtle	  (5	  Myrtle)	  saw	  
and	  reported	  the	  fire.	  As	  a	  result,	  the	  fire	  was	  
confined	  to	  only	  that	  building.	  (Photo	  of	  original	  
shed	  taken	  in	  1967)	  Rebuilding	  of	  new	  shed	  in	  
December	  1968.	  Used	  to	  keep	  cedar	  shingles	  in	  that	  
shed	  and	  we	  think	  that	  the	  fire	  may	  have	  been	  
intentionally	  set.	  It	  was	  very	  windy	  that	  night	  in	  
1968	  fire.	  There	  was	  another	  fire	  that	  same	  night	  a	  
few	  hours	  later	  at	  the	  Singer	  Hotel.	  (Not	  sure	  if	  it	  
was	  1963	  or	  1968?)	  There	  was	  a	  feeling	  that	  both	  
Beckerle	  and	  Singer	  were	  both	  set.	  (PB).	  
	  

140825-‐PB	  
(1:02:15)	  
	  
PHOTOS	  -‐	  YES	  
	  
	  
	  
(1:14:00)	  
	  

1969	   	   	   EVENTS	   Original	  Nanuet	  Mall	  opens:	  The	  first	  mall	  in	  
Rockland	  
	  
The	  Nanuet	  Mall	  opened	  in	  1969	  in	  its	  namesake	  
town,	  which	  is	  just	  north	  of	  New	  Jersey,	  in	  New	  
York's	  Rockland	  County.	  Rockland	  County	  is	  a	  
largely	  affluent	  area	  that	  is	  home	  to	  tens	  of	  
thousands	  of	  commuters	  who	  work	  in	  the	  greater	  
New	  York	  City	  metropolitan	  area.	  This	  sounds	  like	  
an	  ideal	  area	  for	  a	  Mall,	  but	  things	  have	  gone	  wrong.	  

The	  Nanuet	  Mall	  opened	  with	  Bamberger's,	  and	  
Sears	  as	  anchors.	  Although	  The	  RH	  Macy	  Co.,	  usually	  
placed	  it's	  Bamberger's	  stores	  in	  NJ,	  and	  Macy's	  
within	  NY,	  Nanuet	  was	  a	  logical	  place	  for	  a	  
Bamberger's	  since	  the	  mall	  is	  just	  north	  of	  NJ,	  and	  
Rockland	  County,	  which	  sits	  west	  of	  the	  Hudson	  
River	  mirrors	  the	  demographics	  of	  NJ's	  northern	  
suburbs.	  As	  the	  only	  mall	  in	  the	  area	  Nanuet	  Mall	  
was	  a	  hit	  from	  the	  start,	  and	  though	  the	  sales	  tax	  
rate	  and	  policies	  in	  nearby	  NJ	  have	  always	  been	  
more	  favorable,	  residents	  of	  the	  Rockland	  County	  
area	  appreciated	  having	  a	  major	  mall	  close	  by.	  
During	  the	  70's	  and	  80's	  about	  the	  only	  major	  
change	  of	  note	  to	  the	  popular	  mall	  was	  the	  
renaming	  of	  Bamberger's	  to	  Macy's,	  in	  1986.	  
Initially	  this	  Macy's	  continued	  to	  be	  part	  of	  the	  chain	  
based	  in	  Newark,	  NJ,	  but	  by	  1988,	  the	  Macy's	  New	  
Jersey	  stores	  (as	  the	  post	  Bamberger's	  division	  was	  
called),	  simply	  became	  part	  of	  Macy's	  East,	  based	  in	  

www.deadmall
s.com/malls/na
nuet_mall.html	  
	  
Ken	  Allan’s	  
Commentary	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Need	  
early	  Nanuet	  
Mall	  postcard	  
or	  photo	  -‐	  GP	  	  
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NYC.	  

In	  the	  mid-‐1990's	  the	  mall	  was	  expanded,	  sprouting	  
a	  new	  wing	  and	  a	  3rd	  anchor,	  Abraham	  and	  Straus,	  
this	  store	  soon	  became	  a	  Stern's,	  as	  the	  A&S	  name	  
was	  consolidated	  with	  Macy's,	  who	  was	  already	  in	  
the	  mall.	  This	  expansion	  was	  done	  to	  prepare	  
Nanuet	  from	  competition	  that	  was	  coming	  in	  the	  
form	  of	  a	  mega	  mall	  in	  nearby	  Nyack,	  to	  be	  called	  
Palisades	  Center.	  It	  appeared	  that	  for	  awhile	  both	  
malls	  could	  co-‐exist,	  Palisades	  Center	  has	  the	  
unique	  feature	  of	  a	  Filene's	  as	  one	  of	  it's	  anchors,	  
but	  in	  2001,	  Nanuet	  shed	  it's	  dowdy	  Stern's	  anchor,	  
and	  gained	  the	  more	  unique	  Boscov's.	  

However,	  by	  the	  mid-‐point	  of	  the	  2000's,	  Nanuet	  
was	  losing	  tenants,	  and	  for	  whatever	  reason	  fell	  out	  
of	  favor	  with	  local	  shoppers.	  During	  the	  2007	  
Christmas	  shopping	  season,	  rumors	  circulated	  that	  
Boscov's	  was	  going	  to	  close	  in	  2008,	  and	  when	  2008	  
arrived	  SIMON	  announced	  that	  in	  part	  due	  to	  the	  
high	  vacancy	  rate,	  mall	  hours	  were	  going	  to	  be	  cut.	  
Finally	  SIMON	  announced	  that	  it	  was	  buying	  out	  
Boscov's	  lease,	  and	  that	  the	  mall	  and	  Boscov's	  
building	  will	  be	  demolished	  and	  a	  new	  lifestyle	  
center	  will	  be	  built	  around	  the	  existing	  Macy's	  and	  
Sears	  buildings.	  
	  

1969	  
	  

1	   12	   EVENTS	   NY	  Jets	  win	  the	  Super	  Bowl;	  defeating	  the	  Baltimore	  
Colts.	  
	  

	  

1969	  
	  

1	   20	   EVENTS	   Richard	  M.	  Nixon	  inaugurated	  US	  President	  for	  a	  
second	  term.	  
	  

	  

1969	   7	   20	   	   Neil	  Armstrong	  was	  the	  first	  human	  to	  step	  onto	  the	  
lunar	  surface	  and	  took	  one	  giant	  leap	  for	  mankind	  
when	  Apollo	  11	  became	  the	  first	  spacecraft	  to	  land	  
the	  first	  humans	  on	  the	  surface	  of	  the	  moon.	  	  	  
Walking	  on	  the	  moon	  newspaper	  –	  NY	  Times	  
	  

Wiki	  
	  
Newspaper	  
headline.	  

1969	   8	   15	   EVENTS	   400,000	  young	  people	  gather	  for	  the	  Woodstock	  
Music	  &	  Arts	  Fair	  in	  Bethel,	  NY	  (August	  15-‐17).	  NYS	  
Thruway	  was	  at	  a	  standstill.	  
	  

PHOTO:	  	  

1969	  
	  

10	   20	   EVENTS	   NY	  Mets	  win	  the	  1969	  World	  Series,	  defeating	  the	  
Baltimore	  Oriels.	  
	  

	  

1970	   	   	   	   Developers	  in	  Clarkstown	  want	  to	  build	  a	  condo	  
development	  on	  Swartout	  Lake.	  Congers	  residents	  
opposed	  the	  development	  and	  this	  was	  the	  start	  of	  
the	  Congers	  Civic	  Association.	  

PHOTO:	  News	  
flier	  to	  help	  
save	  Swartout	  
Lake	  
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1970s	   	   	   EVENTS	   Spring	  Valley	  downtown;	  parades,	  etc.	  

	  
Pakula’s	  Bakery:	  	  
It	  was	  the	  best	  of	  the	  best.	  Everyone	  traveled	  to	  
Pakulas	  bakery.	  Pakulas	  was	  a	  Sunday	  ritual	  –	  it	  was	  
our	  first	  stop	  every	  Sunday	  after	  church.	  
We	  always	  got	  special	  occasion	  cakes	  there	  as	  well.	  
They	  were	  the	  best	  and	  freshest	  anywhere	  –	  rum	  
marble	  cake	  and	  the	  seeded	  rye	  hot	  from	  the	  oven	  
black	  and	  white	  cookies,	  rugalach,	  chocolate	  mocha	  
whipped	  cream	  cake.	  I	  loved	  Linzer	  tarts,	  the	  
raspberry	  ones,	  too.	  Dont	  forget	  blackout	  cake	  or	  
the	  seven	  layer	  cake.	  They	  had	  really	  good	  
pumpernickel	  and	  Onion	  Rolls	  too.	  
	  
There	  were	  many	  apple	  orchards	  in	  the	  Spring	  
Valley	  area.	  We	  went	  to	  Tices	  and	  Van	  Ripers	  every	  
year	  for	  Halloween.	  SUCH	  good	  memories!!	  
	  

PHOTO:	  
SVALLEY	  in	  
1970s	  	  
	  
	  

1970s	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Used	  to	  sort	  yellow	  tickets	  by	  hand.	  Yard	  pick	  up.	  
Yellow	  and	  pink	  and	  then	  doing	  the	  bills	  for	  that.	  	  
	  

140720-‐DB	  

1970	   8	   	   SVALLEY	   Beckerle	  30th	  Anniversary	  party	  at	  the	  Platzl	  
Brauhaus	  
	  

PHOTO	  -‐	  YES	  

1970	   9	   21	   EVENTS	   Monday	  night	  football	  first	  broadcast	  Howard	  
Cosell	  with	  Don	  Meredith;	  tells	  stories	  to	  
humanize	  the	  players.;	  each	  week	  became	  the	  
highly	  rated	  show	  in	  America.	  
	  

CNN-‐1970s	  

1971	  
	  

	   	   	   VCRs	  introduced	   	  

1971	   1	   12	   EVENTS	   All	  in	  the	  Family,	  produced	  by	  Norman	  Lear	  and	  
Bud	  Yorkin,	  and	  starting	  Carroll	  O’Connor,	  Jean	  
Stapleton,	  Rob	  Reiner	  and	  Sally	  Struthers	  first	  airs	  
on	  CBS.	   The	  show	  broke	  new	  ground	  in	  its	  
depiction	  of	  social	  issues	  previously	  considered	  
unsuitable	  for	  U.S.	  network	  television	  comedy.	  

CNN-‐1970s	  
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1971	   2	   15	   SVALLE	   Bob	  Luscher	  joins	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  (Bob	  and	  Lena’s	  
daughter,	  Patricia,	  worked	  summers	  and	  met	  Rudy	  
Zodda’s	  son	  Rudy?,	  fell	  in	  love	  and	  later	  got	  
married.)	  
	  
Idea:	  Could	  we	  possibly	  include	  photos	  and	  a	  
brief	  statement	  from	  some	  of	  the	  couples	  and	  
how	  they	  first	  met	  at	  Beckerle	  Lumber?	  
	  
Carol	  Murray	  +	  Carl	  Peterson	  
Albert	  Munderville	  +	  Robin	  Reiger	  
Maura	  Wholey	  +	  Charles	  Kaufman	  
Rudy	  Zodda	  III	  +	  Patty	  Zoda	  
Fran	  Melnick	  +	  Gus	  Ruppert	  
Jamie	  Valentine	  +	  Teri	  
Bob	  Luscher	  +	  Lena	  	  
	  
(others?)	  
	  
ONE	  EXAMPLE:	  (check	  for	  accuracy)	  
Patty	  Zoda	  (one	  d),	  who	  had	  been	  running	  track	  for	  
Nanuet	  High	  School	  Track	  Coach,	  Larry	  Beckerle,	  
had	  wanted	  a	  job.	  So,	  that	  summer,	  Patty	  Zoda	  
started	  working	  during	  the	  summer	  at	  Beckerle	  
Lumber.	  There,	  she	  met	  another	  summer	  employee,	  
Rudy	  Zodda	  (III),	  the	  son	  of	  Rudy	  Zodda	  Jr.,	  the	  
Spring	  Valley	  store	  manager.	  Some	  time	  later,	  Rudy	  
Zodda	  (III)	  and	  Patty	  Zoda	  were	  married.	  While	  the	  
two	  Zodda's	  had	  the	  same	  last	  name,	  they	  were	  
unrelated.	  Patty	  just	  had	  to	  add	  one	  "d"	  to	  her	  last	  
name.	  Rudy	  and	  Patty	  Zodda	  also	  share	  the	  same	  
names	  as	  Rudy's	  parents,	  Rudy	  and	  Patty	  Zodda.	  
Eventually,	  the	  Zoddas	  went	  on	  to	  have	  a	  family	  
with	  three	  children.	  	  
	  
The	  father,	  Rudy	  Zodda,	  Jr.	  managed	  the	  Spring	  
Valley	  store	  for	  many	  years	  and	  became	  the	  
manager	  of	  the	  Orangeburg	  store	  when	  it	  opened	  in	  
1996	  and	  remained	  the	  manager	  at	  Orangeburg	  
until	  2013.	  He	  now	  does	  the	  purchasing	  and	  print	  
advertising	  for	  the	  Beckerle	  store	  from	  the	  
Orangeburg	  location.	  	  
	  
	  

PHOTO	  of	  BL?	  
	  
Review	  with	  
Rudy.	  

1971	   6	   7	   SVALLEY	   Bob	  Lusher	  was	  sales	  manager	  for	  LB1	  for	  years;	  he	  
first	  came	  to	  work	  at	  Spring	  Valley	  on	  February	  15,	  
1971	  from	  Faeist	  Faist	  &	  Westervelt.	  Bob	  later	  
worked	  at	  the	  Congers	  store	  too;	  	  
	  

140730_003_S
B	  (14:25)	  
	  

1971	   6	   7	   SVALLEY	   Lena	  Luscher	  becomes	  bookkeeper	  &	  office	  mgr.	  	  
	  

PB	  

1971	   6	   15	   SVALLEY	   The	  business	  started	  to	  change	  in	  the	  early	  1960s	   QUESTION:	  	  
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when	  more	  customers	  became	  “Do	  It	  Yourselfers.”	  
(DIY).	  Beckerle	  had	  been	  referring	  customers	  to	  
K&A	  Hardware	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  up	  to	  this	  point	  but	  
now	  began	  to	  introduce	  its	  own	  line	  of	  hardware	  
products	  so	  they	  could	  offer	  more	  convenience	  and	  
“one	  stop	  shopping”	  for	  those	  weekend	  warriors	  
who	  needed	  lumber	  but	  also	  a	  hinge	  or	  can	  of	  paint	  
to	  finish	  the	  job.	  
	  
1961c-‐	  Pro	  Hardware	  	  
1964c-‐	  Cotter	  TrueValue	  
XXXX	  1997	  -‐	   Ace	  Hardware?	  (Haverstraw)	  
	  
NOTE:	  K&A	  Kaplowitz	  &	  Apple	  did	  account	  
business.	  (AG	  says	  there	  were	  4	  hardware	  stores	  in	  
SVALLEY	  ).	  Bob	  Rubin	  (ask	  Len	  Binder	  (insurance	  
guy)	  in	  1998	  or	  Krainak.	  

	  
	  

	  
Was	  ACE	  
Hardware	  also	  
one	  of	  your	  
buyers?	  What	  
years?	  	  

1971	   8	   15	   EVENTS	   On	  Aug.	  15,	  1971,	  in	  a	  nationally	  televised	  address,	  
Nixon	  announced,	  “I	  am	  today	  ordering	  a	  freeze	  on	  
all	  prices	  and	  wages	  throughout	  the	  United	  States.”	  
	  

www.cato.com	  

1972	  
	  

	   	   	   Pong,	  the	  video	  game,	  first	  introduced	  by	  Atari	   	  

1972	   7	   	   	   My	  dad	  took	  our	  family	  on	  a	  6-‐week	  driving	  
summer	  vacation	  Kingswood	  Chevy	  station	  wagon	  
(new)	  and	  a	  Bethany	  pop-‐up.	  Mother	  was	  not	  much	  
of	  a	  camper	  and	  wanted	  to	  stay	  in	  a	  hotel	  every	  few	  
days.	  But	  all	  of	  my	  brothers	  have	  good	  memories	  of	  
driving	  around	  the	  country	  for	  6-‐weeks.	  Saw	  how	  
big	  and	  varied	  the	  US	  is.	  Summers	  and	  Christmas's	  
vacations	  all	  during	  college	  worked	  at	  the	  
lumberyard.	  (LB3)	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Need	  
photo	  from	  
family	  ’72	  
vacation	  with	  
station	  wagon	  
and	  trailer.	  
Have	  
scrapbook?	  
Denise	  or	  
Stephen	  has	  
	  	  

1972	   11	   7	   EVENTS	   President	  Nixon	  reelected	  by	  a	  landslide	  
	  

Wiki	  

1972	   11	   8	   EVENTS	   HBO	  debuts	  on	  subscription	  television	  by	  	  
cable;	  because	  you	  were	  not	  using	  public	  
airways	  the	  government	  cold	  not	  control	  your	  
content.	  
	  

CNN-‐1970s	  

1973	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Rudy	  Zodda	  starts	  at	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  Spring	  Valley	  
and,	  after	  a	  short	  leave	  of	  absence	  returns	  in	  1974	  
and	  worked	  at	  Spring	  Valley	  for	  22	  years,	  then	  
OBURG	  for	  19	  years	  on	  2015.	  
	  

	  

1973	   	   	   SVALLEY	   With	  the	  advent	  of	  the	  high-‐ranch	  in	  the	  1960s,	  it	  
created	  a	  new	  category	  for	  the	  lumber	  yards	  [in	  the	  
1970s]	  because	  everyone	  wanted	  to	  put	  a	  deck	  on	  
their	  house.	  Also,	  in	  the	  1970s	  and	  80s	  we	  would	  

Rudy	  Zodda	  
150113-‐RZ	  
(7:00)	  
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sell	  a	  lot	  of	  4x8	  ft	  pre-‐finished	  wall	  paneling.	  But,	  
nowadays	  (2015)	  that	  is	  a	  forgotten	  thing.	  People	  
now	  are	  painting	  or	  over	  it.	  Things	  changed.	  If	  you	  
don’t	  change	  you	  die…	  and	  we	  made	  a	  lot	  of	  changes	  
over	  the	  years.	  	  
	  

1973	  
	  

1	   20	   EVENTS	   Richard	  M.	  Nixon	  inaugurated	  US	  President	  for	  
second	  term.	  
	  

	  

1973	   1	   25	   EVENTS	   Cease	  fire	  announced	  in	  Vietnam	  and	  all	  troops	  to	  
be	  withdrawn	  in	  60	  days.	  
	  
	  

Stars	  &	  Stripes	  
re:	  Wiki	  
	  

1973	   6	   	   SVALLEY	   After	  high	  school	  graduation,	  Larry	  Beckerle	  and	  his	  
brother	  Stephen	  came	  to	  work	  at	  the	  Spring	  Valley	  
yard	  during	  the	  summer	  of	  ’73.	  	  First	  job	  was	  end	  of	  
June	  1973	  (birthday	  June	  30)	  to	  unload	  trainload	  of	  
redwood	  from	  the	  Northwest	  instead	  of	  stevedores	  
from	  the	  docks.	  We	  did	  in	  3-‐4	  days	  what	  the	  hired	  
stevedores	  could	  do	  in	  one	  day.	  
	  

	  

1973	   7	   	   SVALLEY	   SUMMER	  1973:	  3rd	  generation	  starts	  LB3	  &	  SB	  work	  
summer	  in	  SV	  yard.	  One	  of	  their	  many	  jobs	  is	  to	  
unload	  a	  boxcar	  full	  of	  redwood	  in	  the	  extreme	  July	  
heat.	  Usually	  a	  job	  done	  by	  Stevedore’s	  from	  the	  
port.	  	  “Show	  the	  boys	  some	  hard	  work.”	  (SB)	  
	  
Out	  of	  HS	  graduation,	  Larry	  and	  his	  brother	  Stephen	  
came	  to	  work	  during	  the	  summers	  at	  Spring	  Valley	  
(1973).	  First	  job	  was	  end	  of	  June	  1973	  (birthday	  
June	  30)	  to	  unload	  trainload	  of	  redwood	  from	  the	  
Northwest.	  Stevedores	  from	  the	  docks.	  We	  did	  in	  3-‐
4	  days	  what	  the	  hired	  stevedores	  could	  do	  in	  one	  
day.	  (LB)	  
	  
For	  30	  plus	  years	  Beckerle	  operates	  out	  of	  one	  
location	  but	  management	  (Bob	  Luscher)	  are	  
yearning	  for	  challenges.	  	  	  Everybody	  and	  everything	  
is	  getting	  bigger.	  We	  wanted	  a	  second	  location	  as	  
insurance	  vs.	  trying	  to	  restart	  after	  a	  disaster	  from	  
scratch.	  Also	  needed	  a	  place	  for	  many	  talented	  
personnel	  to	  grow.	  
	  
The	  money	  center	  banks	  are	  moving	  out	  of	  New	  
York	  and	  buying	  smaller	  local	  banks.	  The	  schools	  
are	  consolidating.	  	  Grow	  or	  be	  eaten.	  	  Beckerle	  is	  
actively	  looking	  to	  start	  another	  branch	  so	  they	  can	  
maintain	  their	  identity.	  
	  

SB	  
	  
PHOTOS:	  	  
Larry,	  Steve:	  
	  
Do	  we	  have	  
photos	  of	  LB3	  
and	  SB	  during	  
Summer	  of	  
’73?	  
	  
Would	  like	  
some	  more	  
photos	  of	  all	  4	  
brothers	  
during	  early	  
years	  of	  
working	  at	  
Beckerle.	  

1973	   10	   	   EVENTS	   The	  1973	  oil	  crisis	  began	  in	  October	  1973	  when	  
the	  members	  of	  the	  Organization	  of	  Arab	  Petroleum	  
Exporting	  Countries	  (OAPEC,	  consisting	  of	  the	  Arab	  

Wiki	  
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members	  of	  the	  OPEC,	  plus	  Egypt,	  Syria	  and	  
Tunisia)	  proclaimed	  an	  oil	  embargo.	  By	  the	  end	  of	  
the	  embargo	  in	  March	  1974,	  the	  price	  of	  oil	  had	  
risen	  from	  $3	  per	  barrel	  to	  nearly	  $12.	  

The	  oil	  crisis,	  or	  "shock",	  had	  many	  short-‐term	  and	  
long-‐term	  effects	  on	  global	  politics	  and	  the	  global	  
economy.	  
	  

1973	   11	   	   SVALLEY	   The	  1970s	  were	  very	  tough.	  We	  had	  the	  oil	  embargo	  
and	  the	  economy	  was	  very	  tough	  back	  then.	  A	  lot	  of	  
people	  were	  unemployed.	  In	  fact,	  in	  Spring	  Valley,	  I	  
remember	  people	  going	  to	  the	  unemployment	  office	  
in	  the	  morning	  then	  stopping	  by	  the	  Spring	  Valley	  
store	  after	  that	  to	  pick	  up	  a	  few	  hardware	  items	  or	  
paint	  items	  that	  they	  needed	  to	  fix	  up	  their	  homes.	  	  

Was	  the	  economy	  the	  main	  reason	  for	  DIY?	  	  

Multiple	  reasons	  –	  1.	  People	  were	  unemployed	  and	  
wanted	  to	  maintain	  their	  houses;	  2.	  Back	  then	  they	  
wanted	  to	  do	  it.	  They	  had	  time.	  They	  also	  had	  to	  do	  
it…	  and	  people	  knew	  how	  to	  do	  it	  and	  3.	  They	  had	  
the	  time.	  

Nowadays,	  I	  never	  seem	  to	  have	  enough	  time	  to	  do	  
things.	  

	  
Also	  knowledge	  is	  a	  factor…	  Fathers	  back	  then	  had	  
the	  experience	  and	  knowledge,	  they	  really	  knew	  
how	  to	  fix	  things	  and	  passed	  it	  on	  their	  sons	  or	  
daughters.	  But,	  in	  the	  next	  generation,	  you	  wonder	  
if	  the	  kid	  really	  knew	  as	  much	  as	  the	  father	  did	  
about	  how	  to	  fix	  things	  and	  if	  they	  could	  even	  teach	  
their	  kids	  how	  to	  fix	  things?	  

	  
Their	  fathers	  came	  from	  the	  WWII	  generation	  and	  
that	  was	  a	  generation	  where	  they	  had	  to	  do	  things…	  
they	  had	  the	  time	  but	  also	  could	  not	  afford	  not	  to	  fix	  
things	  around	  their	  homes.	  Also,	  before	  that,	  
immigrants	  who	  came	  to	  this	  country	  also	  came	  
with	  certain	  skills	  and	  trades	  –	  masonry,	  carpentry,	  
etc.	  Each	  nationality	  seemed	  to	  have	  their	  strong	  
suits.	  Everyone	  learned	  from	  their	  fathers	  how	  to	  fix	  
things.	  “I	  know	  my	  father	  fixed	  everything	  himself.	  
He	  never	  hired	  anyone	  to	  work	  on	  the	  house”	  –	  and	  
a	  little	  bit	  of	  that	  came	  to	  me.”	  -‐	  RK	  

	  
But,	  every	  generation	  does	  not	  pass	  along	  the	  skills	  
to	  the	  next	  generation.	  People	  have	  jobs	  now	  where	  
they	  do	  not	  work	  as	  much	  with	  their	  hands	  as	  prior	  
generations	  did.	  People	  also	  like	  to	  play	  more	  

RZ	  150113-‐
(7:16)	  
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nowadays.	  They	  work	  hard	  and	  then	  they	  want	  to	  
do	  other	  things..	  	  and	  they	  hire	  someone	  to	  fix	  what	  
needs	  fixing.	  

1973	   11	   	   EVENTS	   The	  1973–75	  recession	  or	  1970s	  recession	  was	  a	  
period	  of	  economic	  stagnation	  in	  much	  of	  the	  
Western	  world	  during	  the	  1970s,	  putting	  an	  end	  to	  
the	  general	  post-‐World	  War	  II	  economic	  boom.	  It	  
differed	  from	  many	  previous	  recessions	  as	  being	  a	  
stagflation,	  where	  high	  unemployment	  coincided	  
with	  high	  inflation.	  	  

Among	  the	  causes	  were	  the	  1973	  oil	  crisis	  and	  the	  
emergence	  of	  newly	  industrialized	  countries	  
increased	  competition	  in	  the	  metal	  industry,	  
triggering	  a	  steel	  crisis.	  The	  1973-‐1974	  stock	  
market	  crash	  made	  the	  recession	  evident.	  

The	  recession	  in	  the	  United	  States	  lasted	  from	  
November	  1973	  to	  March	  1975.	  

	  

Wiki	  
	  
CHECK:	  1973:	  
Price	  controls	  
enacted.	  Had	  
to	  record	  
price	  of	  
everything.	  -‐	  
GP	  

1974	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Al	  Munderville	  is	  the	  longest	  working	  employee	  
today.	  He	  has	  worked	  for	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  for	  39	  or	  
40	  years.	  (NEED	  TO	  CONFIRM	  DATES)	  
	  
Al's	  wife,	  Robin	  Munderville	  is	  our	  Spring	  Valley	  
office	  manager	  now	  and	  a	  key	  person.	  They	  married	  
after	  meeting	  here	  (more	  than	  30	  year	  ago.)	  LB3	  
141125	  
	  
Al	  Munderville	  now	  manages	  our	  showroom	  and	  
has	  been	  here	  39	  or	  40	  years.	  He	  was	  a	  Viet	  Nam	  
War	  vet.	  Started	  out	  in	  the	  yard	  as	  a	  driver	  (?).	  He	  
worked	  with	  contractor	  sales	  and	  special	  orders.	  
We	  had	  a	  model	  kitchen	  here	  in	  our	  business	  office	  
and	  Al	  started	  that	  business	  for	  us	  and	  it	  has	  grown	  
exponentially.	  We	  have	  very	  elaborate	  kitchen	  
showrooms	  in	  3	  out	  of	  our	  4	  locations.	  (SV,	  HAV,	  
OBERG).	  	  -‐	  LB3	  141125	  
	  
SB:	  See	  1989	  -‐	  Can	  we	  shoot	  some	  photos	  of	  the	  
bath	  &	  kitchen	  showroom	  in	  either	  SVALLEY	  or	  
HAVERSTRAW?	  Will	  need	  a	  few	  “models”	  posing	  
or	  willing	  customers.	  When?	  
	  
	  

QUESTION:	  Do	  
you	  want	  me	  to	  
interview	  Al	  
Munderville	  in	  
the	  SVALLEY	  
showroom?	  At	  
one	  point	  we	  
discussed	  it.	  
	  
Pete:	  Yes.	  
Interview	  Al	  
Munderville	  for	  
his	  take	  on	  39	  
or	  40	  years.	  
	  
Shoot	  photos	  of	  
showroom	  in	  
either	  SValley	  
or	  Haverstraw.	  
Let	  me	  know.	  
	  
Feature:	  
Lumber	  
Paint	  	  
Hardware	  
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1974	   	   	   CONGERS	   Congers	  carried	  different	  inventory	  too.	  We	  had	  
yellow	  pine,	  hemlock	  fir	  and	  spruce	  where	  SVALLEY	  
always	  carried	  a	  Douglas	  fir	  (PQ	  interview:	  141219-‐
4:50)	  Then,	  when	  we	  changed	  to	  Beckerle,	  we	  were	  
more	  on	  the	  same	  page.	  The	  local	  contractors	  knew	  
who	  we	  were	  (Jerry	  Quinn	  and	  Ricky	  Stokes)	  but	  
the	  local	  homeowners	  didn’t	  know.	  Not	  that	  it	  was	  a	  
big	  secret,	  but	  we	  just	  wanted	  to	  see	  how	  it	  is	  going	  
to	  go.	  DIY	  was	  a	  big	  thing.	  We	  sold	  a	  lot	  of	  4x8	  foot	  
sheets	  of	  paneling	  at	  that	  time.	  The	  economy	  was	  
not	  so	  good.	  We	  had	  the	  gas	  crisis.	  People	  were	  
looking	  for	  a	  good	  deal.	  We	  also	  started	  as	  a	  much	  
smaller	  store	  and	  we	  would	  get	  frequent	  deliveries	  
of	  material	  from	  SVALLEY.	  	  
Then	  @	  1980,	  we	  built	  a	  bigger	  store	  here	  and	  by	  
that	  time,	  we	  were	  known	  as	  Beckerle	  Lumber.	  
	  
Father	  was	  the	  manager	  for	  a	  while.	  Then,	  he	  had	  a	  
few	  heart	  problems	  (in	  his	  50s)	  and	  then	  Frank	  
Buono	  came	  and	  he	  was	  manager	  for	  a	  while.	  He	  
had	  a	  heart	  attack	  and	  passed	  away.	  (1981?)	  
141219-‐7:50	  
At	  that	  time,	  I	  was	  working	  in	  SVALLEY.	  I	  came	  back	  
here	  (Congers)	  in	  1987	  and	  became	  the	  manager	  –
	  the	  same	  year	  my	  daughter	  was	  born.	  (she	  is	  now	  
27	  yrs).	  
	  

Paul	  Quinn	  
interview	  
141219-‐	  
	  
	  
	  

1974	   3	   1	   SVALLEY	   Pete	  Beckerle	  is	  notified	  by	  the	  Erie-‐Lackawanna	  
Railroad	  that	  the	  tracks	  alongside	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  
were	  considered	  potentially	  excess	  and	  are	  
scheduled	  for	  abandonment.	  	  (notified	  two	  weeks	  
prior	  3/1/74	  to	  writing	  letter	  pm	  3/13/74)	  
	  

Letter	  from	  PB	  
to	  Erie	  Railroad	  
March	  13,	  1974	  
	  

1974	   3	   20	   CONGERS	   1940-‐1974:	  Beckerle	  lumber	  operates	  from	  one	  
location.	  Then	  the	  big	  move.	  After	  over	  30	  years	  of	  
continuous/successful	  operation	  from	  one	  location.	  
Beckerle	  decides	  to	  take	  on	  the	  challenge	  and	  
expand	  to	  another	  location	  –	  Congers.	  (SB)	  
	  
Note:	  Operated	  from	  Chestnut	  Street	  since	  1960.	  
Congers	  cash	  and	  carry	  started	  as	  a	  Beckerle	  
Lumber	  branch.	  Deed	  dated	  March	  20,	  1974	  -‐	  Prato	  
sells	  to	  Laurence	  Beckerle	  Jr.	  	  Another	  location	  
proves	  not	  to	  be	  as	  “easy	  as	  was	  thought”	  We	  had	  
different	  type	  of	  business	  problems	  with	  pricing	  and	  
management.	  April	  1st	  1974	  Congers	  Cash	  &	  Carry	  
Starts	  getting	  ready	  for	  business.	  	  May	  1,	  1974	  first	  
customer.	  	  
	  
When	  we	  first	  moved	  in	  here,	  it	  was	  not	  much	  more	  
than	  a	  large	  barn.	  The	  walls	  were	  plants	  of	  wood	  
that	  had	  shrunken	  so	  you	  could	  see	  the	  outside	  light	  

SB	  
	  
PHOTO:	  
Rockland	  Coal	  
&	  Lumber;	  
Congers	  	  
	  
Do	  we	  have	  an	  
early	  photo	  of	  
old	  Congers	  
Lumber?	  
Geo	  will	  also	  
check.	  
	  
Established	  
1906?	  –	  Ask	  
Bob	  Knight	  
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beaming	  in	  through	  the	  boards.	  There	  was	  only	  a	  
dirt	  floor.	  There	  was	  no	  real	  floor	  –	  wood	  floor	  over	  
a	  dirt	  floor.	  There	  was	  no	  cement	  floor.	  They	  guy	  
before	  us	  had	  poured	  some	  cement	  into	  (PQ	  
141219-‐44:50)	  
	  
Purchased	  from	  Lawrence	  &	  Florence	  Prato	  
Had	  “life	  rights”	  to	  live	  on	  the	  property;	  needed	  to	  
purchase	  the	  entire	  property	  with	  tenants.	  Down	  to	  
Earth	  was	  a	  tenant.	  Originally	  “Rockland	  Coal	  &:	  
Lumber”	  est.	  1906?	  Prados	  had	  sold	  coal	  &	  lumber	  
	  
Delivery	  of	  coal	  through	  RR	  spur;	  RR	  cars	  used	  to	  
back	  in	  and	  dump	  into	  truck.	  A	  lot	  of	  coal	  bins	  were	  
there.	  
	  
Pretty	  “bare	  bones”	  location	  at	  first	  with	  no	  
pavement	  and	  used	  house	  bathroom.	  
	  
Congers	  Cash	  and	  Carry	  does	  228K	  worth	  of	  cash	  &	  
c/c	  business	  the	  first	  year	  (QUES:	  Some	  
documentation	  says	  started	  on	  March	  20,	  1974?).	  
	  
It	  was	  good	  to	  have	  a	  separate	  location	  for	  cash	  &	  
carry	  with	  limited	  inventory	  and	  prices	  were	  
adjusted	  to	  accommodate	  cash	  &	  carry	  charges.	  -‐	  no	  
credit,	  no	  truck	  deliveries.	  
	  

1974	   4	   	   WNYACK	   While	  around	  the	  same	  time	  -‐	  Apr	  1974	  Benny	  
Wellens	  dies.	  After	  a	  few	  months	  of	  trying	  to	  run	  
Wellens’s	  Lumber,	  his	  widow	  decides	  that	  it’s	  
more	  than	  she	  can	  handle	  and	  tries	  to	  sell	  her	  
husband’s	  lumberyard	  to	  Pete.	  Wellens	  did	  not	  own	  
the	  property;	  he	  leased	  it	  from	  Ned	  Besso.	  Beckerle	  
Lumber	  was	  originally	  only	  interested	  in	  the	  
inventory.	  Initial	  deal	  was	  month-‐to-‐month	  with	  
Ned.	  But,	  we	  ended	  up	  drawing	  up	  a	  50-‐year	  lease	  
with	  Ned	  Besso	  with	  5-‐year	  options	  to	  renew.	  
(Signed	  the	  lease	  in	  1982,	  meaning	  the	  50-‐year	  
lease	  will	  expire	  in	  2032)	  
	  

SB	  

1974	   4	   1	   CONGERS	   We	  operated	  Congers	  as	  a	  “scaled	  down”	  version	  of	  
Spring	  Valley.	  It	  was	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  DIY	  time	  
when	  people	  really	  did	  it	  themselves.	  Customers	  
would	  come	  into	  the	  store	  to	  ask	  us	  questions.	  We	  
learned	  and	  they	  learned	  –	  we	  would	  learn	  together.	  
At	  around	  that	  same	  time,	  there	  was	  Channel	  
(Nanuet),	  Pergaments	  (Spring	  Valley),	  Rickels	  
(Monsey).	  But,	  we	  did	  not	  look	  at	  them	  like	  the	  
“enemy”	  then.	  Everyone	  was	  serving	  their	  niche	  and	  
everyone	  flourished.	  They	  were	  home	  centers	  and	  
did	  not	  have	  as	  much	  lumber.	  They	  had	  hardware,	  
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paint.	  Rickels	  had	  automotive	  (which	  was	  unusual	  
for	  a	  home	  center)	  and	  towards	  the	  end	  were	  even	  
selling	  clothes.	  	  
	  

1974	   04	   01	   CONGERS	   When	  Beckerle	  purchased	  Congers	  from	  Prato,	  they	  
received	  a	  letter	  from	  Pratos	  saying	  the	  property	  
has	  been	  used	  as	  a	  lumberyard	  building	  material	  
since	  1906.	  Congers	  was	  grandfathered	  in.	  Beckerle	  
may	  have	  started	  the	  business	  prior	  to	  that	  date.	  
	  

	  
	  

1974	   4	   1	   CONGERS	   Congers	  is	  a	  hamlet	  and	  census-‐designated	  place	  in	  
the	  town	  of	  Clarkstown,	  Rockland	  County,	  New	  
York,	  United	  States.	  It	  is	  located	  north	  of	  Valley	  
Cottage,	  east	  of	  New	  City,	  across	  Lake	  DeForest,	  
south	  of	  Haverstraw,	  and	  west	  of	  the	  Hudson	  River.	  
It	  lies	  19	  miles	  (31	  km)	  north	  of	  New	  York	  City's	  
Bronx	  boundary.	  As	  of	  the	  2010	  census,	  the	  CDP	  
population	  was	  8,363	  
	  

WIKI-‐	  GP	  

1974	   4	   1	   CONGERS	   Started	  retail	  operations	  on	  April	  1	  1974*	  
(mortgage	  date).	  Purchased	  from	  Lawrence	  &	  
Florence	  Prato	  
	  
They	  had	  “life	  rights”	  to	  live	  on	  the	  property;	  
needed	  to	  purchase	  the	  entire	  property	  with	  
tenants.	  Down	  to	  Earth	  was	  a	  tenant.	  
	  
Originally	  “Rockland	  Coal	  &:	  Lumber”	  est.	  1906?	  
Pratos	  had	  sold	  coal	  &	  lumber	  
	  
Delivery	  of	  coal	  through	  RR	  spur;	  RR	  cars	  used	  to	  
back	  in	  and	  unload	  into	  the	  bin	  and	  from	  a	  conveyor	  
belt	  into	  the	  trucks.	  
	  
Pretty	  “bare	  bones”	  location	  at	  first	  with	  no	  
pavement	  and	  no	  bathrooms	  
	  
NOTE:	  I	  would	  like	  more	  details	  on	  Rockland	  
Coal	  &	  Lumber	  and	  earlier	  days	  in	  Congers.	  	  
	  

SB	  
	  
NOTE:	  	  
Geo	  tried	  to	  
reach	  Jimmy	  
and	  Michael	  
Travaghlini	  at	  
Last	  Chance	  
several	  times:	  
845-‐268-‐8786	  
	  
Very	  difficult	  to	  
reach	  them.	  Did	  
not	  return	  my	  
calls.	  
	  
	  
1906?	  
	  

1974	   6	   1?	   CONGERS	   Jerry	  Quinn	  becomes	  manager	  of	  Congers	  
	  

	  

1974	   6	   1?	   SVALLEY	   Bob	  Luscher	  becomes	  manager	  of	  Spring	  Valley	  
	  
	  

	  

1974	   6	   1?	   CONGERS	   3rd	  generation	  gets	  more	  exposure,	  LB3	  &	  SB	  work	  
summer	  in	  new	  CC	  yard	  with	  Gerry	  Quinn	  and	  Ricky	  
Stokes	  and	  Paul	  Quinn	  (age	  16	  yrs	  old).	  	  Had	  to	  
build	  clean	  out	  the	  sheds	  and	  build	  racks	  and	  things.	  
Prado	  owned	  it	  previously.	  	  	  
	  
Stephen,	  Larry	  and	  Paul	  Quinn	  all	  worked	  there.	  
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Gerry	  Quinn	  was	  the	  manager	  at	  Congers.	  	  
	  
Bob	  Lusher	  and	  Gerry	  Quinn	  were	  the	  two	  "right	  
hand"	  men.	  
	  
It	  was	  started,	  as	  “Congers	  Cash	  &	  Carry”	  not	  
associated	  it	  with	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  at	  first.	  Only	  
cash.	  No	  deliveries.	  Since	  it	  was	  an	  experiment	  and	  
if	  it	  did	  not	  work	  they	  would	  have	  just	  closed	  it	  up.	  
But	  it	  did	  work	  out.	  (PQ	  interview	  141219-‐3:22)	  
	  
Then,	  late	  we	  changed	  the	  name	  (5	  years	  later?)	  to	  
Beckerle	  and	  started	  doing	  deliveries.	  	  
	  
When	  we	  first	  took	  over	  the	  building	  was	  s	  barn	  
with	  dirt	  floor.	  A	  concrete	  slab	  was	  over	  a	  portion	  of	  
the	  dirt	  floor.	  There	  was	  no	  bathroom.	  We	  had	  to	  
use	  bathroom	  in	  the	  house	  (where	  the	  Prato’s	  
lived?)	  The	  barn	  walls	  had	  weathered	  and	  you	  could	  
see	  light	  coming	  through	  the	  slats	  between	  the	  
boards	  of	  the	  old	  barn	  structure.	  Some	  
photographers	  wanted	  to	  take	  pictures	  of	  the	  light	  
streaming	  through	  the	  boards.	  
	  
Jesse	  Bassnight	  and	  his	  son	  Dave	  had	  rented	  it	  
before.	  Building	  built	  in	  1906	  and	  Larry	  &	  Flo	  
Prados	  operated	  it	  in	  1920s	  –	  1930s?	  (Jimmy	  
Travaglini’s	  grandparents).	  He	  was	  in	  his	  90s	  and	  
she	  was	  only	  in	  her	  70s?	  	  
	  

1974	   7	   	   WNYACK	   Stephen	  and	  Larry	  were	  both	  working	  that	  summer	  
at	  Congers	  Cash	  &	  Carry	  in	  the	  summer	  of	  1974.	  At	  
the	  same	  time,	  Pete	  was	  negotiating	  with	  Benny	  
Wellens’s	  widow	  to	  buy	  the	  business	  and	  offers	  to	  
buy	  the	  inventory.	  Beckerle	  leased	  the	  land.	  Richard	  
(Dick)	  Post	  was	  the	  manager	  of	  West	  Nyack	  and	  Jan	  
Branch	  ran	  the	  office.	  They	  worked	  for	  Benny	  
Wellens	  and	  then	  worked	  for	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  
when	  we	  took	  over	  the	  business	  at	  West	  Nyack	  
(leased	  the	  land).	  
	  

SB	  

1974	   8	   	   WNYACK	   West	  Nyack	  started	  about	  the	  same	  time	  as	  we	  had	  
just	  taken	  over	  Congers	  Cash	  &	  Carry.	  (@2	  months	  
after	  Congers	  opened?)	  
	  
Steve	  and	  I	  (LB3)	  worked	  at	  West	  Nyack.	  Wellens	  
Lumber.	  Ned	  Besso	  owned	  the	  property	  and	  leased	  
it	  to	  us.	  Dad	  assumed	  the	  lease	  and	  bought	  the	  
inventory	  from	  her,	  to	  sell	  some	  of	  damaged	  
inventory	  and	  bring	  the	  rest	  over	  to	  Spring	  Valley.	  
But	  we	  ended	  up	  staying	  there.	  (LB3)	  
	  

Audio:	  140718	  
with	  SB	  and	  MB	  
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1974	   8	   	   WNYACK	   Tent	  Sale:	  Friday,	  August	  25,	  Saturday,	  August	  26	  
and	  Sunday,	  August	  27;	  10am	  –	  5pm	  at	  “Wellens’s	  
Lumber.”	  –	  trying	  to	  get	  rid	  stacks	  of	  hemlock	  since	  
our	  normal	  lumber	  inventory	  is	  douglas	  fir,	  NOT	  
hemlock;	  	  

JN	  Ad:	  	  
The	  Most	  
Colossal	  Tent	  
Sale”	  
	  
PHOTO:	  Tent	  
sale	  -‐	  YES	  
	  

1974	   8	   	   WNYACK	   Jan	  Branch	  and	  Dick	  Post	  worked	  with	  Wellens,	  
knew	  the	  business,	  the	  customers	  and	  joined	  
Beckerle.	  Building	  at	  West	  Nyack	  came	  from	  Camp	  
Shanks;	  Building	  was	  on	  Virginia	  Avenue	  
	  

Audio:	  140718	  
with	  SB	  and	  MB	  

1974	   8	   9	   EVENTS	   President	  Richard	  M.	  Nixon	  resigns	  after	  escalated	  
scandals	  were	  revealed	  about	  the	  Watergate	  break-‐
in,	  lost	  political	  support	  and	  in	  the	  face	  of	  almost	  
certain	  impeachment	  and	  removal	  from	  office	  
	  

	  

1974	   9	   26	   SVALLEY	   Harry	  Hernandez:	  born:	  June	  18,	  1895	  -‐	  and	  came	  to	  
Beckerle	  on	  September	  26,	  1974,	  when	  he	  was	  79	  
years	  old.	  (see	  1981)	  
	  

PB	  

1974	   10	   1	   WNYACK	   1974-‐1996:	  Beckerle	  buys	  Wellens's	  lumber	  
Inventory.	  	  What	  to	  do	  with	  the	  people?	  It	  turns	  out	  
the	  people,	  Dick	  Post,	  &	  Jan	  Branch	  are	  committed	  
to	  keeping	  the	  operation	  going.	  	  Pete	  agrees	  to	  give	  
it	  a	  try.	  	  They	  hold	  a	  tent	  sale	  with	  the	  inventory	  
(stacks	  of	  hemlock)	  they	  acquired	  from	  Benny	  
Wellens’s	  widow,	  Lucille.	  By	  year-‐end	  1974	  
Beckerle	  W/N	  does	  150K	  worth	  of	  business.	  
	  

SB	  

1975	   	   	   WNYACK	   Now	  in	  one	  year	  Beckerle	  goes	  from	  one	  location	  to	  
three.	  	  Not	  an	  easy	  transition.	  Something	  went	  right	  
because	  from	  1975-‐1996	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  runs	  the	  
old	  Wellens	  Lumber	  as	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  -‐	  West	  
Nyack	  branch.	  	  Even	  planning	  expansion.	  
	  

SB	  

1975?	   	   	   CONGERS	   I	  remember	  the	  old	  train	  station	  was	  abandoned	  
and	  then	  it	  was	  taken	  over	  by	  Frederick’s	  Feed.	  It	  
was	  really	  John	  Cummings	  who	  saved	  the	  train	  
station.	  He	  bought	  the	  name	  from	  a	  guy	  who	  had	  
Frederick’s	  Feed	  in	  Pomona	  and	  moved	  it	  there.	  He	  
fixed	  it	  and	  made	  it	  a	  feed	  place.	  He	  had	  horse	  
shows	  on	  Sundays	  in	  the	  back	  of	  the	  property.	  That	  
was	  another	  good	  community	  thing	  in	  Congers.	  
(PHOTO?)	  	  Fredrick’s	  original	  location	  was	  on	  the	  
RR	  line	  to	  Letchworth.	  	  Fredrick’s	  Coal	  &	  Feed	  –	  
originally	  worked	  with	  LB1	  in	  early	  days.	  	  Beckerle	  
had	  brokered	  the	  coal	  Fredrick’s	  supplied.	  
	  
	  

Pete	  Eckhart	  	  
interview	  	  
	  
PHOTOS	  of	  
Congers:	  -‐Pete	  
Eckert	  -‐	  GEO	  

1975	   3	   	   EVENTS	   End	  of	  1973	  recession,	  although	  its	  effects	  on	  the	  US	   Wiki	  
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were	  felt	  until	  mid-‐term	  of	  Ronald	  Reagan's	  first	  
term	  as	  president,	  characterized	  by	  low	  economic	  
growth.	  Although	  the	  economy	  was	  expanding	  from	  
1975	  to	  the	  first	  recession	  of	  the	  early	  1980s,	  which	  
began	  in	  January	  1980,	  inflation	  remained	  
extremely	  high	  until	  the	  early	  years	  of	  the	  1980s.	  
	  

1975	   4	   1	   CONGERS	   After	  30+	  plus	  years	  of	  successfully	  running	  
Beckerle	  Lumber	  from	  one	  location,	  management	  
was	  looking	  to	  expand.	  	  The	  talent	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  
was	  looking	  for	  a	  challenge.	  The	  second	  location	  
also	  provided	  insurance	  in	  the	  event	  of	  a	  disaster	  at	  
one	  location.	  
	  
An	  opportunity	  came	  up	  to	  buy	  property	  and	  open	  a	  
new	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  location	  in	  Congers.	  	  It	  was	  
decided	  to	  try	  to	  establish	  a	  	  “cash	  &	  carry”	  business	  
to	  try	  to	  reduce	  some	  of	  the	  credit	  and	  delivery	  
expenses	  that	  are	  a	  big	  part	  of	  the	  building	  supply	  
business.	  	  Beckerle	  Lumber's	  buying	  group	  LMC	  had	  
some	  Cash	  &	  Carry	  business	  models	  that	  were	  being	  
started	  at	  the	  time.	  	  Pete	  Beckerle	  was	  very	  friendly	  
with	  the	  Conklins	  and	  Strong	  lumberyards	  in	  
Orange	  County,	  which	  had	  some	  experience	  with	  
this	  type	  of	  operation.	  	  	  
	  
The	  basic	  Cash	  &	  Carry	  model	  was:	  
-‐No	  credit;	  No	  truck	  delivery	  (reduced	  fleet	  
expenses)	  
-‐Catered	  to	  cash	  trade	  
-‐Limited	  inventory	  (would	  deliver	  from	  main	  
location	  if	  needed)	  
-‐Some	  prices	  lower	  than	  main	  store	  (because	  of	  
different	  grades	  and	  reduced	  overhead)	  
	  
In	  1974	  Beckerle	  lumber	  opened	  Congers	  Cash	  and	  
Carry.	  	  It	  worked	  for	  a	  while	  but	  after	  10	  years,	  
because	  of	  the	  issues	  with	  inconsistent	  customer	  
service	  the	  Congers	  store	  evolved	  into	  a	  full-‐service	  
lumberyard	  to	  standardize	  the	  Beckerle	  “BRAND”.	  
	  

SB	  

1975	   6	   	   WNYACK	   3rd	  generation	  exposure	  continues,	  LB3	  &	  SB	  work	  
summer	  in	  W/N	  yard.	  Re-‐stacking	  hem	  fir	  &	  having	  
a	  TENTSALE	  to	  sell	  off	  Wellens’	  OLD	  Inventory.	  
	  

SB	  

1975	   9	   26	   SVALLEY	   Beckerle	  employees	  voted	  overwhelmingly	  to	  leave	  
the	  union.	  the	  teamsters.	  Of	  the	  EIGHT	  eligible	  
employees	  who	  could	  vote	  in	  the	  election	  for	  Local	  
445,	  ONE	  (?)	  voted	  YES	  in	  favor	  of	  the	  union	  and	  
SEVEN	  (?)	  voted	  NO.	  	  
	  
Pete	  Beckerle	  offered	  the	  employees	  his	  personal	  

Memo	  from	  
LB2	  to	  
employees	  re:	  
voting	  
	  
	  
Pete:	  Please	  
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guarantee	  and	  contract	  that	  they	  would	  be	  treated	  
with	  dignity	  and	  respect.	  The	  employees	  agreed	  that	  
Beckerle	  Lumber	  had	  always	  treated	  them	  fairly	  
and	  that	  they	  could	  trust	  the	  company	  to	  treat	  them	  
with	  dignity	  and	  respect	  in	  the	  future.	  They	  also	  
believed	  they	  had	  more	  job	  security	  working	  
directly	  with	  the	  company	  instead	  of	  paying	  
$12/month	  dues	  to	  a	  union	  would	  not	  represent	  
their	  best	  interests	  or	  buy	  them	  greater	  job	  security.	  	  
	  

verify	  the	  
story	  is	  now	  
correct.	  
	  
PB	  approved	  
these	  edits.	  
	  

1975	   10	   11	   EVENTS	   Saturday	  Night	  Live	  (abbreviated	  as	  SNL)	  is	  an	  
American	  late-‐night	  live	  television	  sketch	  comedy	  
and	  variety	  show	  with	  the	  “Not	  ready	  for	  Prime	  
Time	  Players”	  created	  by	  Lorne	  Michaels	  and	  
developed	  by	  Dick	  Ebersol.	  The	  show	  premiered	  on	  
NBC	  on	  October	  11,	  1975,	  under	  the	  original	  title	  
NBC's	  Saturday	  Night.	  	  It	  has	  a	  different	  host	  every	  
night	  with	  comedy	  that	  was	  inextricably	  linked	  
with	  the	  times.	  
	  

CNN	  1970s	  

1976	  
	  

	   	   EVENTS	   Apple	  II	  introduced	   	  

1976	   3	   	   EVENTS	   Rev.	  Elmer	  J.	  Hauseman,	  pastor	  of	  the	  Dutch	  
Reformed	  Church	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  was	  shot	  and	  
killed	  during	  a	  police	  investigation	  of	  a	  reported	  
break-‐in.	  The	  cops	  were	  notified	  of	  an	  active	  alarm	  
and	  police	  officers	  Charles	  Berbenich	  and	  John	  
Tallman	  were	  dispatched	  to	  the	  church	  around	  2am,	  
where	  they	  found	  a	  side	  window	  broken	  and	  double	  
front	  doors	  unlocked.	  The	  alarm	  system	  indicated	  a	  
break-‐in	  occurred	  in	  the	  basement	  kitchen.	  When	  
they	  approached	  the	  kitchen,	  the	  door	  swung	  open	  
and	  Berbenich's	  .375	  Magnum	  discharged,	  striking	  
Rev.	  Hausman.	  	  
	  
Note:	  Rev.	  Elmer	  J.	  Hauseman	  had	  been	  alerted	  by	  
the	  alarm	  company	  that	  fateful	  night	  at	  his	  home	  at	  
71	  Madison	  Avenue,	  the	  same	  home	  that	  Laurence	  
and	  Ellen	  Beckerle	  had	  previously	  owned	  and	  
where	  they	  had	  raised	  their	  family	  in	  earlier	  years	  
while	  living	  in	  Spring	  Valley,	  before	  moving	  to	  Pearl	  
River	  in	  1953.	  	  
	  
http://www.northjersey.com/story-‐
archives/march-‐3-‐1976-‐slain-‐minister-‐served-‐in-‐
area-‐1.237085	  
	  

140908-‐AK	  
	  
Interview	  with	  
Adam	  Krainik	  
and	  article	  in	  
NorthJersey.co
m	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Residence	  was	  
on	  71	  S.	  
Madison	  Ave.	  -‐	  
YES	  

1976	   11	   	   EVENTS	   Jimmy	  Carter	  elected	  39th	  President	  of	  the	  US	  in	  
1976,	  running	  as	  an	  outsider	  who	  promised	  truth	  in	  
government	  in	  the	  wake	  of	  the	  Watergate	  scandal.	  
	  

Wiki	  

1977	   	   	   EVENTS	   Star	  Wars	  movie	  released	   	  
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1977	   1	   20	   EVENTS	   Jimmy	  Carter	  inaugurated	  US	  President	  

	  
	  

1977	   5	   	   SVALLEY	   Webber	  Weber	  Lumber,	  near	  the	  corner	  of	  Route	  45	  
and	  Route	  59	  In	  Spring	  Valley	  had	  a	  big	  fire	  in	  (1975	  
or	  1976?)	  and	  burned	  down.	  	  
	  
After	  the	  fire	  of	  July	  4,	  1959,	  a	  former	  car	  dealer	  was	  
the	  only	  one	  building	  still	  standing.	  LB1	  leased	  it	  out	  
to	  Shopper's	  Paradise	  and	  later	  Shopper’s	  Paradise	  
sublet	  the	  building	  to	  Webber	  Lumber,	  which	  
occupied	  the	  old	  location	  of	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  
former	  site.	  Webber	  was	  a	  competitor	  (a	  discount	  
store)	  and	  grandmother	  owned	  the	  property	  and	  
Pete	  managed	  it	  for	  her.	  Webber	  Lumber	  never	  
opened	  after	  the	  fire.	  	  	  
	  
SB	  and	  LB	  worked	  several	  weeks	  that	  summer	  
trying	  to	  salvage	  what	  they	  could	  from	  the	  Webber	  
Lumber	  fire.	  LB	  remembers	  saving	  packages	  of	  
thumbtacks.	  
	  

LB	  
(141125_002)	  
at	  9:15	  min	  
	  
PHOTOS	  

1977	   6	   	   	   After	  graduation,	  I	  was	  broke,	  no	  money;	  my	  father	  
wrote	  me	  a	  letter	  inviting	  me	  into	  the	  business	  and	  I	  
came	  to	  work	  here	  in	  SVALLEY	  store	  that	  summer.	  	  
–	  LB3	  

LB3	  interview	  
141125	  

1977	   6	   15	   FAMILY	   My	  father	  was	  raised	  on	  South	  Madison	  Ave	  in	  
Spring	  Valley	  but	  later	  purchased	  his	  house	  in	  Pearl	  
River	  off	  Town	  Line	  Road.	  	  LB1	  was	  planning	  to	  
develop	  that	  property,	  put	  in	  utilities,	  gas,	  water,	  
sewer,	  build	  and	  pave	  the	  road	  off	  town	  line	  road	  
and	  turn	  the	  road	  over	  to	  town	  that	  became	  
Beckerle	  Drive.	  	  
	  
However,	  when	  Route	  304	  was	  being	  planned,	  it	  
was	  designated	  to	  cut	  through	  the	  Beckerle	  Drive	  
property,	  which	  LB1	  had	  developed.	  LB1	  refunded	  
all	  money	  paid	  by	  anyone	  who	  had	  purchased	  
homes	  from	  him	  before	  knowing	  about	  Route	  304	  
project.	  	  	  
	  
My	  parents'	  house	  was	  on	  one	  side	  and	  my	  

SB	  /	  Pete	  edits	  
and	  corrections	  
received	  
(6/8/15)	  
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grandparent's	  home	  was	  right	  across	  the	  street.	  LB2	  
(Pete	  &	  Denise)	  still	  live	  in	  their	  home,	  which	  was	  
built	  in	  Swiss	  style	  in	  1930s.	  Joan's	  daughter,	  Joan	  
Quinn	  lives	  in	  LB1’s	  former	  home,	  where	  many	  a	  
Beckerle	  family	  reunion	  has	  been	  held	  and	  
continues	  to	  be	  held	  to	  this	  day.	  -‐	  PB	  
	  	  

1978?	   	   	   CONGERS	   Story:	  I	  was	  working	  in	  the	  Congers	  yard.	  We	  didn’t	  
initially	  have	  a	  bathroom	  in	  the	  building.	  We	  had	  to	  
use	  the	  bathroom	  in	  the	  apartment	  across	  the	  way	  
there.	  	  The	  place	  was	  all	  gravel.	  Not	  paved.	  I	  cam	  out	  
and	  saw	  a	  guy	  in	  a	  big	  red	  dump	  truck	  pulling	  out	  of	  
our	  parking	  lot	  with	  a	  whole	  load	  of	  lumber	  sticking	  
out	  the	  back	  of	  it	  and	  I	  saw	  another	  guy	  in	  the	  store	  
and	  felt	  they	  were	  related.	  I	  asked	  him,	  “do	  you	  
know	  that	  guy?”	  He	  said,	  “	  I	  don’t	  know	  that	  guy.”	  
When	  the	  second	  guy	  left,	  I	  got	  in	  my	  car	  and	  
followed	  him.	  He	  then	  pulled	  right	  in	  to	  where	  the	  
other	  truck	  was	  over	  in	  Bardonia.	  Then	  I	  called	  on	  a	  
local	  cop.	  I	  was	  mad	  that	  these	  guys	  stole	  stuff.	  So,	  
the	  cop	  talked	  to	  them	  for	  while	  and	  finally	  I	  went	  
over	  to	  see	  what	  was	  happening.	  I	  saw	  all	  our	  
lumber	  already	  stacked	  up	  inside	  the	  building.	  The	  
cop	  knew	  the	  guys	  and	  said	  that	  the	  guy	  in	  the	  truck	  
thought	  the	  other	  guy	  was	  paying	  for	  it	  (??).	  The	  cop	  
asked	  if	  it	  was	  ok	  if	  they	  just	  came	  over	  and	  paid	  
you	  for	  it?	  At	  the	  time,	  Frank	  Bueno	  was	  the	  
manager.	  So,	  I	  told	  them	  that	  it	  was	  not	  my	  decision.	  
In	  the	  end,	  that	  is	  what	  happened.	  They	  just	  paid	  us	  
for	  the	  stuff	  they	  had	  stolen.	  
	  

PQ	  interview	  

1978	   	   	   EVENTS	   Home	  Depot	  starts	  in	  Atlanta.	  By	  the	  mid	  80’s	  the	  
shake	  up	  in	  the	  building	  supply	  industry	  has	  caught	  
everybody’s	  attention.	  	  
	  

SB	  

1979	   	   	   EVENTS	   Energy	  crisis.	  The	  price	  of	  crude	  oil	  rose	  to	  $39.50	  a	  
barrel	  over	  the	  next	  12	  months	  and	  long	  lines	  
appeared	  at	  gas	  stations	  as	  they	  had	  during	  the	  
1973	  oil	  crisis.	  	  
	  

	  

1979	   	   	   EVENTS	   Sony	  introduces	  the	  Walkman	  
	  

	  

1979	   3	   28	   EVENTS	   Three	  Mile	  Island	  nuclear	  accident;	  a	  partial	  nuclear	  
meltdown	  of	  one	  of	  the	  two	  Three	  Mile	  Island	  
nuclear	  reactors	  in	  Dauphin	  County,	  PA.	  Was	  the	  
worst	  accident	  in	  US	  commercial	  nuclear	  power	  
plant	  history.	  
	  

Wiki	  

1980s	   	   	   	   Aunt	  Marcey	  1980	  started	  at	  Beckerle	  (20	  years)	  -‐	  
ran	  the	  picnics,	  party	  events,	  payroll,	  helped	  Pete	  
with	  preparing	  2	  bids	  in	  the	  same	  day;	  County	  of	  

140720-‐DB	  
(15:00)	  
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Rockland.	  -‐MM	  
	  

1980c	   	   	   EVENTS	   North	  Myrtle	  crossed	  the	  RR	  tracks	  to	  provide	  thru	  
traffic	  over	  the	  RR	  tracks	  to	  Route	  59	  
Chestnut	  Street	  used	  to	  go	  through	  the	  RR	  tracks.	  
But	  Spring	  Valley	  approves	  a	  Spring	  Valley	  bypass.	  
They	  approved	  a	  cut	  for	  Myrtle	  Ave	  over	  RR	  tracks.	  
	  
Too	  many	  RR	  crossings	  so	  they	  closed	  Chestnut	  
Street	  crossing.	  Dead	  ended	  Chestnut	  Street,	  which	  
was	  a	  thru	  road	  to	  comply	  with	  the	  Erie	  Railroad.	  
The	  village	  created	  TWO	  new	  openings	  one	  on	  
Dutch	  Lane?	  Going	  north	  and	  Myrtle	  going	  south.	  	  
Meanwhile	  the	  State	  changed	  the	  layout	  of	  Route	  59	  
making	  it	  impossible	  to	  get	  onto	  Route	  59	  from	  
Myrtle	  to	  West	  Street.	  Can’t	  get	  to	  Route	  59.	  
	  

	  

1980c	   	   	   EVENTS	   The	  Village	  abandoned	  Commerce	  Street	  and	  that	  
part	  of	  Commerce	  Street	  became	  part	  of	  Beckerle	  
Lumber	  property.	  	  
	  
Beckerle	  purchased	  the	  unused	  portion	  of	  Chestnut	  
Street,	  including	  the	  Masonic	  Hall,	  built	  originally	  as	  
Temple	  Beth	  El	  in	  1951,	  which	  is	  the	  current	  
location	  of	  Beckerle’s	  Spring	  Valley	  kitchen	  
showroom.	  The	  street	  is	  in	  between	  the	  properties	  –
	  land	  between	  West	  Furman	  and	  Chestnut	  Street	  up	  
to	  the	  RR	  tracks.	  
	  

	  

1980	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Orange	  &	  Rockland	  Pipe	  Yard	  map	  shows	  Myrtle	  
Avenue	  BEFORE	  it	  crossed	  the	  tracks.	  	  
	  

140825	  
(1:06:80)	  

1980	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Sarafan	  had	  adjoining	  property	  a	  tank	  Irving	  was	  
dad;	  Marvin	  was	  son	  that	  Pete	  went	  to	  school	  with	  
and	  there	  was	  another	  son.	  
	  

140825-‐PB	  
(1:08:20)	  
	  
PHOTOS:	  PB?	  
	  

1980	   	   	   SVALLEY	   40th	  reunion	  photo	  at	  the	  Coliseum	  restaurant.	  	  
Stephen	  Beckerle	  worked	  at	  the	  Bank	  of	  New	  York	  
(had	  to	  shave	  his	  beard	  for	  that	  job).	  
	  

140730-‐03_SB	  
	  

1980s	   	   	   WNYACK	   Home	  Depot	  was	  a	  successful	  business	  model	  –	  “Do	  
it	  yourself”	  and	  they	  had	  good	  customer	  service	  –	  at	  
least	  when	  they	  started.	  But,	  it	  was	  a	  flawed	  
business	  model	  because	  most	  people	  could	  not	  
really	  “do	  it	  yourself.”	  
	  
In	  any	  case,	  lumber	  trade	  shows	  warned	  us	  to	  “get	  
out	  of	  retail.”	  You	  don’t	  want	  to	  be	  part	  of	  the	  
hardware;	  just	  become	  another	  contractor	  yard	  and	  
not	  sell	  to	  individuals.”	  
	  

SB;	  MB;	  PB	  
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However,	  Pete	  brought	  that	  "do	  it	  yourself"	  idea	  
initially	  to	  Beckerle	  back	  in	  1968,	  when	  WWII	  vets	  
who	  had	  bought	  homes	  in	  the	  1950s	  after	  the	  war,	  
were	  now	  ready	  to	  make	  improvements	  to	  their	  
homes	  in	  the	  1960s	  and	  really	  COULD	  do	  it	  yourself	  
(DIY).	  Beckerle	  remained	  in	  retail	  and	  the	  store	  
remained	  loyal	  to	  the	  idea	  of	  serving	  both	  the	  
professional	  trade	  and	  homeowners,	  despite	  the	  
advice	  from	  most	  everyone	  else	  in	  the	  business	  to	  
get	  out	  of	  retail.	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

1980s	   	   	   WNYACK	   The	  lumberyards	  that	  became	  contractor	  yards	  only	  
to	  survive	  –	  many	  of	  them	  failed	  due	  to	  the	  bad	  
economy	  when	  recession	  and	  economic	  downturns	  
hit	  (	  in	  early	  1990s?)	  ?	  and	  November	  2008	  and	  
competition	  from	  big	  box	  stores.	  
	  
In	  Fall	  2008,	  every	  “mom	  and	  pop”	  many	  
independent	  lumber	  yard	  in	  Rockland	  and	  Orange	  
County	  closed.	  
	  
	  

SB	  
	  
PB	  edits	  
7/6/15	  
	  

1980	   08	   	   SVALLEY	   Beckerle	  purchased	  property	  from	  O&R	  
	  
O&R	  stopped	  bringing	  in	  the	  rail	  cars	  with	  their	  
pipe	  so	  they	  did	  not	  need	  it	  too	  much.	  	  So,	  they	  
wanted	  to	  sell	  property.	  Beckerle	  wanted	  to	  
purchase	  the	  whole	  thing.	  Prior	  to	  Haverstraw,	  
Beckerle	  used	  the	  SVALLY	  RR	  spur	  for	  delivery	  of	  
material.	  	  
	  
Sarafan	  had	  a	  “junk	  yard’	  military	  wanted	  to	  buy	  the	  
property	  also.	  So,	  they	  sold	  one	  parcel	  to	  him	  and	  
one	  to	  Beckerle.	  	  
	  

140730-‐03_SB	  

1980	   12	   28	   EVENTS	   The	  Rockland	  County	  District	  Attorney	  said	  today	  
that	  the	  murders	  of	  Arnold	  and	  Elaine	  Sohn	  in	  their	  
home	  two	  weeks	  ago	  were	  the	  result	  of	  a	  robbery	  
plot	  ''masterminded''	  by	  their	  23-‐year-‐old	  daughter.	  
He	  said	  she	  had	  ''left	  the	  door	  open''	  for	  two	  male	  
acquaintances	  who	  allegedly	  committed	  the	  
murders.	  	  -‐	  NY	  Times;	  January	  15,	  1981	  

Note:	  Shows	  changing	  times	  in	  Rockland	  County.	  
May	  or	  may	  not	  use.	  

http://www.nytimes.com/1981/01/16/nyregion/d
aughter-‐is-‐charged-‐with-‐masterminding-‐her-‐
parents-‐murder.html	  
	  
The	  couple’s	  daughter,	  Sheryl	  Sohn,	  set	  up	  a	  robbery	  
to	  repay	  a	  drug	  debt	  to	  Brims,	  a	  Spring	  Valley	  thug	  

140908-‐AK	  
(1:40:00)	  
	  
Crime	  
disrupts	  the	  
peaceful	  
Rockland	  
County.	  
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and	  drug	  dealer	  known	  as	  Panama.	  Sohn	  left	  a	  door	  
unlocked	  to	  her	  family’s	  Jill	  Lane	  home	  so	  Brims	  
could	  enter	  and	  steal	  $30,000	  in	  heirlooms	  and	  
jewelry.	  Sohn	  had	  her	  eye	  on	  her	  grandmother’s	  
heirloom	  ring.	  

The	  Sohns	  came	  home	  unexpectedly	  early	  from	  a	  
holiday	  party	  on	  Dec.	  29,	  1980.	  Brims	  and	  James	  
Sheffield	  beat	  them	  and	  drowned	  Elaine	  Sohn	  in	  the	  
bathtub.	  -‐	  The	  Journal	  News	  -‐	  July	  30,	  2009	  
	  
http://courts.lohudblogs.com/2009/07/30/murder
er-‐belton-‐brims-‐loses-‐appeal/	  
	  

1981	   	   	   EVENTS	  
	  

Iran	  hostage	  crisis	   	  

1981	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Loretta	  Vessey	  began	  working	  in	  the	  Spring	  Valley	  
office	  in	  1981.	  Rudy	  Zodda	  hired	  her.	  Worked	  as	  
office	  and	  credit	  manager	  during	  32	  years.	  No	  
computers	  at	  that	  time.	  They	  added	  everything	  up	  
by	  hand.	  Then	  gave	  it	  to	  Marcy	  who	  would	  drive	  it	  
over	  to	  White	  Plains	  to	  drop	  it	  off	  at	  a	  computer	  
print	  company	  to	  produce	  printed	  statements.	  They	  
would	  turn	  them	  over	  in	  just	  a	  day	  and	  they'd	  get	  
them	  right	  back	  again.	  	  
	  
Then	  Harry	  would	  compare	  them	  to	  the	  hand	  
written	  ones	  back	  in	  the	  office.	  Then	  we	  would	  
compare	  them	  to	  the	  statements	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  
month.	  Very	  intensive	  work.	  
	  
Harry	  priced	  tickets,	  did	  inventory	  -‐-‐	  eventually	  
what	  a	  computer	  did.	  He	  did	  calculations	  by	  hand	  on	  
hundreds	  of	  sheets	  of	  paper	  and	  we	  named	  him	  
"Computer	  Harry."	  
	  
Then	  we	  went	  to	  ADP.	  Michael	  was	  putting	  
everything	  into	  the	  computer.	  Even	  though	  the	  
invoices	  were	  already	  made	  up,	  he	  would	  enter	  
them	  in	  after	  the	  fact	  to	  keep	  as	  a	  record.	  (1983?).	  	  
Pete	  was	  interviewing	  some	  computer	  companies	  at	  
that	  time.	  -‐	  Loretta	  Vessey	  
	  
Loretta	  Vessey	  was	  office	  and	  credit	  manger	  at	  the	  
Spring	  Valley	  store	  for	  31	  years.	  Very	  key	  person,	  
chasing	  debts	  but	  always	  had	  a	  very	  nice	  way	  with	  
our	  customers,	  even	  though	  she	  was	  asking	  them	  
for	  money.	  (LB3	  -‐141125)	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
Harry	  
Hernandez:	  
born:	  June	  18,	  
1895	  -‐	  and	  
came	  to	  
Beckerle	  on	  
September	  26,	  
1974,	  when	  he	  
was	  79	  years	  
old.	  
	  
	  
140720-‐DB	  
(52:50)	  

1981	   	   	   FAMILY	   	   	  
1981	   1	   20	   EVENTS	   Ronald	  Reagan	  inaugurated	  US	  President;	  Jan	  1981-‐	   PHOTO:	  Reagan	  
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	   Jan.	  1989	  
	  

-‐GP	  
	  

1981	   7	   	   EVENTS	   The	  early	  1980s	  recession	  was	  a	  severe	  
recession	  in	  the	  United	  States,	  which	  began	  in	  July	  
1981	  and	  ended	  in	  November	  1982.	  The	  primary	  
cause	  of	  the	  recession	  was	  a	  contradictory	  
monetary	  policy	  established	  by	  the	  Federal	  Reserve	  
System	  to	  control	  high	  inflation.	  In	  the	  wake	  of	  the	  
1973	  oil	  crisis	  and	  the	  1979	  energy	  crisis,	  
stagflation	  began	  to	  afflict	  the	  economy	  of	  the	  
United	  States.	  
	  
Beckerle	  lumber	  tried	  to	  be	  selective	  with	  volume	  
contractors.	  	  Did	  not	  participate	  in	  boom	  years	  –	  Did	  
not	  hurt	  as	  much	  in	  bust.	  	  	  Remodeling,	  store	  
business	  stayed	  fairly	  steady.	  
	  

Wiki	  
	  
How	  did	  1980s	  
recession	  affect	  
Beckerle	  
business?	  
	  

1981	   8	   12	  
	  

EVENTS	   IBM	  Personal	  Computer	  Model	  5150	  introduced	   	  

1981	   10	   20	   EVENTS	   The	  Brink's	  robbery	  of	  1981	  was	  an	  armed	  robbery	  
committed	  on	  October	  20,	  1981,	  which	  was	  carried	  
out	  by	  Black	  Liberation	  Army	  and	  several	  former	  
members	  of	  the	  Weather	  Underground.	  

They	  stole	  $1.6	  million	  from	  a	  Brink's	  armored	  car	  
at	  the	  Nanuet	  Mall,	  in	  Nanuet,	  New	  York,	  killing	  two	  
police	  officers,	  Edward	  O'Grady	  and	  Waverly	  Brown	  
(the	  second	  African	  American	  member	  of	  the	  Nyack,	  
New	  York	  police	  department)	  and	  a	  Brink's	  guard,	  
Peter	  Paige.	  	  
	  
Web:	  Ambush:	  The	  Brinks	  Robbery	  of	  1981	  
http://www.crimelibrary.com/terrorists_spies/terr
orists/brinks/4.html	  
	  

Wiki	  
	  
PHOTO:	  
Needed	  
	  
See	  Jim	  Mellion	  
is	  asst	  DA	  and	  a	  
Spring	  Valley	  
Rotarian	  for	  
more	  details.	  	  
	  
PHOTO:	  
Brinks	  news	  
photo	  -‐	  GP	  
	  

1982	   	   	   WNYACK	   In	  the	  early	  1980s,	  Home	  Depot	  tried	  to	  negotiate	  
with	  Pete	  separately	  from	  Pyramid,	  because	  HD’s	  
business	  model	  was	  to	  be	  “standalone”	  and	  did	  not	  
want	  to	  be	  part	  of	  the	  mall.	  	  
	  
Pyramid	  had	  approached	  Pete	  Beckerle	  and	  were	  
trying	  to	  buy	  out	  his	  lease	  for	  the	  Besso	  property.	  	  
Pete	  refused	  to	  consider	  selling	  the	  lease.	  Note:	  His	  
1981	  or	  1982?	  Lease	  will	  expire	  in	  2032.	  
	  
Note:	  Company	  started	  in	  1979	  but	  started	  taking	  
over	  lumberyards	  all	  over	  by	  1980s	  –	  scared	  
everyone.	  They	  were	  putting	  people	  out	  of	  business;	  
Closest	  HD	  before	  that	  was	  Paramus,	  NJ.	  
	  

SB;	  MB	  
	  
Marcey	  
interview	  
150225	  

1982	   	   	   EVENTS	   Michael	  Jackson	  releases	  Thriller	  
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1982	   9	   10	  
12	  

FAMILY	   Pete's	  mother,	  grandmother	  Ellen	  C.	  McEntegart	  
died	  on	  September	  1012,	  1982.	  She	  lived	  in	  Pearl	  
River	  for	  29	  years	  after	  moving	  to	  Town	  Line	  Road	  
in	  1953.	  Larry	  was	  still	  at	  home	  after	  college	  and	  
then	  moved	  into	  the	  grandparent's	  home	  with	  Joan	  
Ellen	  Quinn	  to	  keep	  it	  occupied.	  
	  
b.26	  Jan	  1892.	  
	  
She	  was	  in	  the	  first	  class	  to	  graduate	  from	  Mt.	  Saint	  
Vincent	  College	  in	  1914	  	  
	  
Her	  father	  died	  on	  her	  13th	  birthday,	  January	  26,	  
1905,	  and,	  after	  that,	  she	  did	  not	  celebrate	  her	  
birthday.	  
	  
She	  was	  a	  teacher.	  
	  
Health	  issues	  w/children	  &	  family.	  
	  
Steadying	  influence	  with	  family	  and	  business.	  
	  
	  
	  

PHOTO:	  Ellen’s	  
Graduation	  
Portrait	  	  	  
(Marcey)	  
	  
I	  have	  some	  
good	  notes	  
from	  
grandchildren	  
about	  her	  
	  
PB	  –	  edits	  
7/6/15	  

1982	   11	   	   EVENTS	   Early	  1980s	  recession	  winds	  down	  
	  

Wiki	  

1984c	   	   	   COMMUNITY	   LB3	  has	  been	  the	  meet	  director	  of	  the	  Nanuet	  Relays	  
since	  the	  mid-‐1980s.	  Nanuet	  High	  School	  track	  
coach,	  Dave	  Hansen	  started	  the	  Nanuet	  Relays	  and	  
LB3	  was	  his	  assistant	  and	  mentored	  under	  him.	  

PHOTO:	  Larry:	  
Early	  photo	  of	  
YOU	  running	  
AND	  coaching	  
with	  team?	  	  
	  

1984	   	   	   HAVERSTRAW	   General	  Building	  Products	  Buys	  Allison	  &	  VerValen	  
Co	  Inc.	  (Haverstraw	  location)	  
	  	  

SB	  

1984	  
	  

11	   	   EVENTS	   Ronald	  Reagan	  wins	  reelection	  in	  a	  landslide	  over	  
Democrat	  Walter	  Mondale.	  
	  

	  

1985	   	   	   WNYACK	   Mall	  mongul,	  Robert	  J.	  Congel	  of	  Syracuse	  based	  
Pyramid	  Management	  Group,	  currently	  the	  largest	  
privately	  owned	  shopping	  mall	  developer	  in	  the	  
country	  (since	  1970),	  first	  arrives	  in	  1985	  to	  make	  
Rockland	  a	  shopping	  mecca.	  	  
	  

Wiki;	  Megamall	  

1985c	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Before	  computers,	  we	  had	  to	  go	  around	  to	  the	  yards	  
to	  pick	  up	  the	  time	  sheets	  by	  hand.	  In	  the	  mid-‐
1980s,	  that	  also	  changed	  with	  the	  advent	  of	  the	  
personal	  computer.	  Harry	  Hernandez	  or	  "Computer	  
Harry"	  as	  we	  called	  him,	  was	  a	  salesman	  for	  one	  of	  
the	  major	  lumber	  companies.	  He	  would	  keep	  
coming	  in	  and	  "hanging	  out"	  at	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  
office	  until	  one	  day	  he	  was	  in	  Pete's	  office	  and	  Pete	  

140720-‐DB	  
(26:40)	  
	  
PB:	  Check	  
records	  in	  
Spring	  Valley.	  
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asked	  Harry	  if	  he	  wants	  a	  job.	  Harry	  Hernandez	  
began	  working	  at	  Beckerle	  in	  DATE?1974,	  and	  
continued	  working	  	  for	  10	  years	  –	  well	  into	  his	  90s.	  
	  
He	  was	  such	  a	  gentleman	  and	  would	  always	  watch	  
Monday	  night	  football.	  	  
	  

	  
PB	  edits	  –	  
7/6/15	  
interview	  

1985	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Beckerle	  starts	  computerization	  process	  with	  –
Michael	  Beckerle,	  Keith	  Carduck,	  and	  Loretta	  
Vessey.	  
	  

SB	  

1985	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Then	  I	  got	  a	  call	  from	  an	  upstate	  lumberyard	  who	  
wanted	  to	  know	  who	  was	  in	  charge	  of	  the	  
computers.	  We	  had	  gone	  with	  the	  Spruce	  Computer	  
at	  that	  time	  was	  called	  Finnserve.	  In	  1985,	  Beckerle	  
was	  with	  Finnserve	  and	  they	  were	  was	  selling	  off.	  	  
When	  we	  went	  to	  Albany	  there	  were	  21?So,19	  
Lumber	  lumber	  dealers	  companies	  wanted	  to	  come	  
up	  withgot	  together	  to	  develop	  software	  for	  the	  
lumber	  business	  and	  the	  a	  name	  and	  name	  they	  
came	  up	  with	  Spruce.	  So,	  then	  we	  got	  involved	  with	  
Spruce	  for	  our	  computers	  and	  it	  was	  great.	  (@	  
1985)	  -‐	  Loretta	  Vessey,	  which	  we	  still	  use	  today.	  	  
	  
How	  did	  Spruce	  work?	  Was	  it	  controlling	  inventory	  
and	  orders	  at	  the	  Point	  of	  Sale	  (POS)	  or	  was	  that	  
entered	  in	  later,	  after	  the	  sale?	  	  
	  
How	  did	  SPRUCE	  help	  your	  business?	  Michael	  
Beckerle,	  Loretta	  Vessey	  and	  Keith	  Cardick	  
(sp?)Carduck	  and	  Keith's	  girlfriend	  sat	  there	  and	  
entered	  the	  store’s	  entire	  inventory	  on	  this	  new	  
Spruce	  Computer	  System.	  	  That	  was	  intensive	  but	  it	  
was	  fun	  too.	  We	  felt	  like	  we	  were	  doing	  something.	  
Then	  the	  computer	  was	  able	  to	  keep	  track	  of	  
invoicing	  and	  inventory	  at	  the	  POS.	  
	  
We	  started	  with	  Finnserve,	  moved	  over	  to	  Spruce	  
and	  have	  been	  with	  Spruce	  ever	  since.	  
	  
NOTE:	  Verify	  the	  above	  with	  Michael	  Beckerle	  to	  be	  
sure	  it	  is	  accurate.	  (early	  1980s	  -‐	  mid	  1980s)	  
	  
Beckerle	  stayed	  with	  Spruce	  and	  Beckerle	  became	  
an	  owner,	  a	  stockholder	  in	  the	  Spruce	  system.	  
	  
I	  came	  from	  keypunch	  and	  they	  allowed	  me	  to	  grow.	  
The	  Beckerles	  are	  good	  people.	  -‐	  Loretta	  V.	  
	  

140720-‐DB	  
(59:00)	  
	  
QUESTION:	  
	  
I	  can	  use	  more	  
details	  on	  how	  
Beckerle	  
became	  
“computerize
d”	  and	  when	  
that	  
happened.	  
	  
–	  PB	  edits	  
7/6/15	  
	  
(1:01:10)	  
	  
SB	  said	  he	  has	  
article	  &	  info?	  
	  
Ask	  Michael?	  
	  

1985	  
	  

1	   21	   EVENTS	   Ronald	  Reagan	  inaugurated	  US	  President	  for	  a	  
second	  term.	  
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1986	   	   	   WNYACK	   Pyramid	  knocked	  down	  all	  the	  trees	  on	  the	  
mountain;	  took	  all	  the	  oaks	  and	  shredded	  them	  into	  
sawdust;	  The	  Beckerle	  brothers	  witnessed	  this	  
(Matt	  &	  Stephen)	  and	  on	  the	  same	  day,	  the	  Journal	  
News	  headline	  reported	  that	  the	  Pyramid	  tree	  
clearing	  had	  stopped).	  –	  (Check	  date	  1986	  or	  1988	  
or	  later?	  –	  No	  zone	  change	  was	  granted	  until	  1988.	  	  
	  
Matt	  /Steve:	  Do	  you	  remember	  date	  when	  trees	  cut?	  
Was	  in	  advance	  of	  any	  board	  zone	  change?)	  
	  
Matt	  bought	  a	  portable	  sawmill,	  the	  wood	  mizer,	  but	  
watched	  the	  beautiful	  mature	  forest	  on	  land	  where	  
there	  was	  once	  a	  dump	  and	  came	  back	  to	  a	  forest.	  
The	  mall	  started	  and	  stopped	  over	  a	  10-‐year	  period.	  
	  
	  

SB;	  MB	  
	  
Roe	  Seery	  who	  
led	  the	  early	  
fights	  against	  
the	  Palisades	  
Mall.	  
	  
SB:	  Zone	  
change	  was	  
granted	  in	  
80’s	  but	  then	  
blocked	  in	  
90’s	  
The	  tree	  
clearing	  I	  	  
Witnessed	  
was	  circa	  
1993.	  SOB	  6-‐
26-‐15	  
	  

1986	   	   	   WNYACK	   Palisades	  Mall:	  Tom	  Valente	  arrived	  in	  town	  with	  
his	  plans	  to	  build	  a	  new	  mall	  in	  Rockland	  County.	  	  
The	  Palisades	  mall	  project	  forces	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  
to	  re-‐think	  its	  W/N	  expansion	  plans.	  (Palisades	  Mall	  
began	  construction	  @	  10	  years	  later	  –	  1996)	  
	  
While	  the	  general	  consensus	  of	  most	  people	  was,	  
the	  business	  model	  of	  lumberyards	  is	  outdated.	  	  
“Lumber	  yards	  would	  soon	  be	  extinct.”	  	  Especially	  
when	  Home	  Depot	  arrives	  in	  town	  and	  shows	  us	  
dinosaurs	  the	  right	  way	  to	  sell	  building	  products.	  	  	  
The	  knowledgeable	  business	  people	  were	  
retrenching,	  retreating	  or	  surrendering.	  	  Beckerle	  
lumber	  decided	  it	  was	  time	  to	  attack.	  	  
	  

SB	  

1986	   1	   28	   WNYACK	   Pyramid	  hired	  Tom	  Valenti,	  who	  first	  came	  to	  the	  
Clarkstown	  Town	  Board	  meeting	  on	  his	  33rd	  
birthday	  –	  January	  28,	  1986.	  Pyramid	  [wanted	  to]	  
force	  us	  out	  of	  West	  Nyack;	  Beckerle	  had	  plans	  of	  
expanding	  at	  this	  location	  at	  that	  time.	  –SB	  
	  
Pyramid	  had	  come	  to	  Clarkstown	  a	  year	  earlier	  in	  
1985,	  to	  propose	  its	  875,000	  sq	  foot	  mall.	  But,	  the	  
proposal	  was	  met	  with	  a	  huge	  pubic	  opposition.	  	  
The	  mall	  was	  being	  planned	  for	  one	  mile	  from	  
downtown	  Nyack,	  a	  quaint	  village	  with	  many	  small,	  
locally	  owned	  shops.	  Supervisor	  Charles	  Holbrook	  
was	  a	  vehement	  opponent	  of	  the	  proposed	  mall	  and	  
in	  1986,	  the	  town	  board	  refused	  to	  grant	  Pyramid	  a	  
zone	  change	  of	  the	  West	  Nyack	  property.	  
(Megamall)	  	  

SB	  and	  
Megamall	  
	  
Check	  with	  
Greg	  Clary	  
(former	  JNews	  
reporter).	  
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Citizens	  kept	  up	  the	  fight	  against	  the	  Pyramid	  Mall.	  
Tom	  Valente	  persevered,	  even	  though	  there	  were	  
times	  when	  it	  did	  not	  look	  like	  the	  mall	  as	  going	  to	  
be	  built.	  However,	  Pyramid’s	  proposed	  zone	  change	  
was	  reintroduced	  two	  years	  later	  and,	  in	  1988,	  the	  
Clarkstown	  Town	  Board	  approved	  the	  zone	  change	  
by	  ONE	  vote.	  	  In	  1988,	  Rockland’s	  economy	  was	  in	  a	  
slump.	  	  [Steve	  Kunis	  had	  reversed	  his	  campaign	  
promise	  and	  voted	  for	  the	  zone	  change]	  –	  from	  
Megamall	  and	  as	  reported	  in	  the	  JNews	  
	  
Tom	  Valenti	  came	  into	  the	  Beckerle	  West	  Nyack	  
office	  (1986	  or	  1988?)	  to	  negotiate	  and	  Jan	  Branch	  
was	  “spitting	  fire”	  at	  him.	  Tom	  Valenti,	  
representing	  the	  Palisades	  Mall,	  prevailed	  [was	  
forced	  on	  us]	  and	  began	  construction	  @	  10	  years	  
later	  –	  1996.	  Beckerle	  closed	  its	  store	  on	  November	  
1,	  1996)	  -‐	  SB	  
	  
	  

1986	  
	  

1	   28	   EVENTS	   NOTE:	  Earlier	  that	  same	  day,	  the	  US	  Shuttle	  
Challenger	  explodes	  73	  seconds	  into	  its	  flight,	  
killing	  all	  seven	  crewmembers.	  
	  

Wiki	  

1987	   	   	   	   Paul	  Quinn	  moves	  from	  Spring	  Valley	  to	  Congers	  to	  
become	  store	  manager.	  
	  

	  

1987	   2	   	   SVALLEY	   POS	  computerized	  (see:	  The	  Lumber	  Co-‐operator	  
May	  1987)	  
	  

SB	  
SB	  has	  article	  if	  
needed.	  
	  

1988c	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Jerry	  Quinn,	  (Joan's	  husband);	  Harry	  Hernandez	  
who	  worked	  previously	  in	  the	  wholesale	  lumber	  
business	  (JC	  Turner	  Lumber	  in	  Irvington,	  NY	  -‐	  down	  
on	  the	  water)	  Turner	  closed	  sold	  to	  Weyerhauser	  
and	  Harry	  Hernandez	  came	  to	  work	  for	  Beckerle	  in	  
1974	  when	  he	  was	  79	  years	  old	  and	  Evelyn	  
Williams	  (office	  manager).	  She	  was	  hired	  with	  Carol	  
Murray	  to	  help	  us	  with	  the	  office	  on	  Dec.	  7,	  1959.	  
(PB	  confirmed	  that	  HH	  started	  in	  1974	  at	  79	  yrs	  
old)	  
	  

140825-‐PB	  
(1:52:00)	  
	  
PHOTO	  (1988):	  	  
	  
	  

1989	  
	  

1	   20	   EVENTS	   George	  H.	  W.	  Bush	  inaugurated	  US	  President	   	  

1989	   9	   22	   SVALLEY	   Stand	  Alone	  Kitchen	  &	  Remodeling	  Showroom	  
Opens	  15	  W	  Furman	  SV.	  Previously	  the	  building	  was	  
the	  Temple	  Bethel	  and	  the	  Mason	  Lodge.	  
Haverstraw	  has	  a	  great	  showroom.	  
	  
NOTE:	  Towards	  the	  end	  of	  book	  I	  want	  to	  feature	  
Beckerle	  Kitchen	  &	  Bath	  Showrooms.	  Haverstraw	  

SB	  
	  
NEED	  PHOTO:	  
Beckerle	  
Kitchen	  &	  
Bath	  Center	  at	  
Haverstraw	  
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might	  be	  best	  location	  to	  shoot	  some	  photos?	  Steve?	  
	  

(Steve?	  Can	  
we	  shoot	  with	  
friends	  as	  
customers	  for	  
photo?	  Let’s	  
discuss.)	  
	  
	  
	  

1989	  
	  

11	   9	   EVENTS	   Berlin	  Wall	  falls	   	  

1989	  
	  

11	   15	   EVENTS	   Sir	  Timothy	  “Tim”	  Berners-‐Lee	  creates	  the	  World	  
Wide	  Web	  and	  implements	  the	  first	  successful	  
communication	  via	  the	  Internet.	  
	  

	  

1991	   	   	   HAVERSTRAW	   General	  Building	  Products	  Closes/Bankrupt	  
	  

SB	  

1991	  
	  

	   	   EVENTS	   Collapse	  of	  the	  Soviet	  Union	   	  

1991	  
	  

	   	   EVENTS	   Operation	  Desert	  Storm	   	  

1991	   6	   20	   SVALLEY	   Beckerle	  opens	  the	  remodeling	  showroom	  in	  Spring	  
Valley	  (Masonic	  Lodge	  building)	  
	  

Flier	  

1992	   	   	   EVENTS	   Mall	  of	  America	  opens	  in	  Bloomington.	  MN	  as	  the	  
largest	  shopping	  mall	  in	  the	  US	  and	  becomes	  and	  
instant	  tourist	  attraction.	  
	  

Megamall	  film	  	  

1993	  
	  

1	   20	   EVENTS	   Bill	  Clinton	  inaugurated	  US	  President	   	  

1993	   2	   19	   SVALLEY	  
	  

Beckerle	  Lumber	  is	  concerned	  about	  increases	  in	  
lumber	  and	  plywood	  prices	  that	  have	  skyrocketed	  
to	  record	  levels,	  as	  much	  as	  50%,	  in	  the	  past	  few	  
months.	  As	  the	  economy	  tries	  to	  turn	  around,	  
demand	  has	  increased	  and	  this	  has	  magnified	  the	  
lack	  of	  supply.	  	  
	  
In	  1992,	  the	  total	  sales	  of	  lumber	  from	  our	  national	  
forests	  in	  the	  Pacific	  Northwest	  decreased	  by	  over	  
90%	  from	  what	  it	  was	  in	  1990.	  As	  a	  result,	  
hundreds	  of	  saw	  mills	  have	  been	  forced	  to	  shut	  
down.	  
	  
The	  1993	  building	  season	  is	  beginning	  and	  as	  of	  
today,	  the	  lumber	  market	  is	  still	  skyrocketing	  
upward.	  Be	  careful	  when	  estimating	  and	  quoting	  on	  
any	  projects.	  Stay	  in	  touch	  with	  us	  for	  current	  
market	  conditions.	  
	  
-‐	  Excerpt	  from	  letter	  to	  customers	  by	  Laurence	  T.	  
Beckerle	  Jr.	  (2/19/93)	  
	  

Letter:	  LB2	  on	  
2/19/93	  
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1994	  
	  

	   	   EVENTS	   OJ	  Simpson	  arrested	  for	  double	  murder	  
	  

	  

1994	   	   	   SVALLEY	   NRLA/MHLDA	  Lumber	  Person	  of	  the	  Year	  Award	  to	  
LB2	  
	  

SOB	  

1994c	   	   	   	   Joe	  Becklerle	  &	  Paul	  Beckerle	  start	  producing	  videos	  
and	  commercials	  for	  Beckerle	  Lumber.	  	  
	  
Produced	  55	  year	  started	  w/anniversary	  video?	  	  &	  
commercial	  video	  Did	  it	  start	  2000	  w/60th?	  
	  
AROUND	  THIS	  TIME	  	  
WE	  START	  PARTICIPATING	  IN	  THE	  RCC	  HOME	  
SHOW	  continues	  to	  this	  day	  (2015)	  
	  

SOB	  
	  	  
(Pls	  verify	  
dates)	  When	  
did	  they	  start?	  
	  
Geo	  will	  
contact:	  Joe	  
Beckerle.	  

1995	   	   	   SVALLEY	   Annual	  Company	  Picnics	  start	  at	  Platzl	  Bauhaus	  and	  
continue	  to	  this	  day	  –	  Celebrated	  its	  20th	  Annual	  
Picnic	  on	  20	  Jul	  2014	  
	  

SB	  

1996	   	   	   	   Tough	  times	  for	  staff	  at	  West	  Nyack	  location.	  
Pyramid	  wants	  us	  out,	  while	  we	  are	  trying	  to	  run	  a	  
business	  from	  that	  location.	  We	  witnessed	  first	  
hand	  dealing	  with	  a	  force	  bigger	  than	  we	  could	  
control	  	  
	  
Some	  particular	  stressful	  memories:	  
-‐The	  never	  ending	  sound	  of	  driving	  the	  60’	  steel	  
piles	  into	  every	  square	  foot	  of	  the	  swamp	  in	  an	  
attempt	  to	  stabilize	  the	  sinking	  land	  (it	  didn’t	  work)	  
	  
-‐	  The	  constant	  harassment	  to	  move	  out	  on	  	  
Pyramid’s	  time	  schedule	  (not	  ours)	  
	  
-‐	  One	  weekend	  Paul	  Maloney	  &	  Angel	  Gonzalez	  	  
moved	  the	  entire	  lumber	  yard	  because	  the	  next	  day	  
Pyramid	  was	  to	  expand	  their	  work	  site	  onto	  our	  
existing	  lumber	  yard.	  
	  
-‐	  Laying	  down	  in	  front	  of	  machines	  to	  stop	  them	  
from	  coming	  into	  our	  yard	  and	  disrupting	  us.	  
Not	  knowing	  if	  they	  were	  going	  to	  stop?	  
	  
-‐	  Trying	  to	  stop	  them	  from	  trashing	  our	  inventory	  
by	  getting	  between	  the	  front	  end	  loader	  and	  the	  pile	  
and	  realizing	  they	  didn’t	  care.	  	  There	  job	  was	  to	  
remove	  the	  inventory	  and	  it	  didn’t	  matter	  if	  a	  
person	  was	  in	  the	  way	  or	  not.	  
	  

SB	  (6/17/15)	  

1996	   4	   	   WNYACK	   Pyramid	  Mall	  requests	  an	  expansion	  of	  its	  proposed	  
875,000	  sq	  ft	  mall	  (1988)	  to	  1.2	  million	  sq	  ft.	  in	  
1995.	  Then,	  6	  months	  later	  Pyramid	  requests	  
another	  (vertical)	  expansion,	  adding	  (2?)	  floors	  on	  

Megamall	  
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the	  same	  footprint	  (1996).	  Now	  at	  1.85	  million	  sq.	  ft	  	  
	  
Pace	  Law	  School	  professor	  and	  attorney	  Karl	  Coplan	  
and	  the	  newly	  formed	  Clarktown	  Civic	  Association	  
argued	  that	  the	  plan	  was	  being	  segmented	  –	  
incrementally	  increased	  to	  avoid	  a	  full	  
environmental	  impact	  review.	  But,	  the	  Clarkstown	  
Town	  Board	  (or	  planning	  board?)	  approved	  the	  
expansion	  to	  1.85	  million	  sq.	  ft.	  	  The	  mall	  would	  be	  
3x	  its	  originally	  proposed	  size.	  Pyramid	  begins	  mall	  
construction.	  
	  

1996	   8	   6?	   WNYACK	   At	  the	  last	  minute	  issue,	  an	  issue	  that	  could	  possibly	  
threaten	  the	  expansion	  of	  the	  mall:	  Attorney	  Karl	  
Coplan	  discovers	  that	  Pyramid’s	  expansion	  plans	  
include	  two	  town-‐owned	  roads	  –	  Virginia	  Avenue	  
and	  Besso	  Street.	  Coplan	  and	  Clarkstown	  Civic	  
Association	  president,	  Shirley	  Lasker,	  demand	  that	  
Clarkstown	  hold	  a	  voter	  referendum	  on	  the	  sale	  of	  
the	  two	  roads.	  The	  town	  board	  members	  agreed	  and	  
were	  prepared	  at	  the	  September	  Town	  Board	  
meeting	  to	  vote	  that	  the	  referendum	  be	  included	  for	  
the	  voters	  to	  decide	  on	  the	  November	  ballot.	  
	  
The	  evening	  of	  the	  meeting,	  Bob	  Congel,	  CEO	  of	  
Pyramid	  Corp.	  flew	  into	  town	  on	  his	  private	  jet	  and	  
threatened	  the	  town	  with	  a	  $150	  million	  lawsuit	  if	  it	  
did	  not	  turn	  over	  the	  roads.	  As	  a	  result,	  the	  
Clarkstown	  Town	  Board	  capitulated	  5	  minutes	  
before	  the	  town	  board	  meeting.	  In	  a	  town	  board	  
auditorium	  full	  of	  angry	  town	  residents	  who	  wanted	  
the	  right	  to	  vote	  on	  the	  referendum	  on	  whether	  or	  
not	  to	  sell	  the	  roads,	  the	  town	  board	  reversed	  its	  
decision	  and	  refused	  to	  vote	  on	  the	  resolution	  for	  
the	  November	  ballot.	  –	  Megamall	  
	  
“It’s	  corporate	  colonialism.	  These	  large	  corporations	  
come	  in	  and	  extract	  profits	  from	  your	  town.	  But	  
they	  have	  no	  stake	  in	  your	  community	  or	  the	  future	  
of	  your	  town.”	  –	  James	  Kunsler,	  Urban	  planner	  and	  
author	  of	  the	  book;	  “Geography	  to	  Nowhere.”	  
	  

	  

1996	   9	   23	   OBERG	   Orangeburg	  store	  opened.	  	  23	  Sep	  1996	  Beckerle	  
Lumber	  opens	  NEW	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  branch	  in	  
Orangeburg	  with	  Rudy	  Zodda	  as	  manager.	  George	  
Frost	  opened	  the	  store	  and	  had	  worked	  many	  years	  
there	  for	  Orangeburg	  Lumber.	  George	  Frost	  was	  a	  
partner	  at	  Orangeburg	  Lumber	  but	  joined	  Beckerle	  
in	  1996	  and	  went	  to	  work	  at	  the	  Spring	  Valley	  office.	  	  
	  
From	  THREE	  to	  FOUR	  stores.	  John	  Stauff;	  Brian	  
Luscher	  (?)	  SB	  stayed	  at	  WNYACK	  tent	  sale	  –	  The	  

Audio:	  140718	  
with	  SB	  and	  MB	  
(8:13)	  
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OBURG	  store	  was	  welcomed	  by	  the	  community.	  We	  
started	  selling	  items	  immediately.	  
	  
Paul	  Maloney	  leaves	  the	  W/N	  location	  and	  starts	  
working	  in	  O/B	  and	  is	  instrumental	  in	  setup	  along	  
with	  Angel	  Gonzalez,	  Steve	  Melnick	  
&	  Tom	  Holstein	  among	  others.	  -‐	  SB	  
	  
	  
(Haverstraw	  opens	  one	  year	  later	  	  -‐	  April	  1997	  with	  
grand	  opening	  on	  9/23/97	  –	  one	  year	  to	  the	  exact	  
same	  day	  of	  moving	  to	  OBURG.)	  
	  

1996	   11	   1	   WNYACK	   Pyramid	  had	  been	  pressuring	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  to	  
leave	  the	  West	  Nyack	  location.	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  
closes	  West	  Nyack	  branch.	  	  	  
	  
The	  tent	  sale	  being	  run	  by	  Stephen	  Beckerle	  &	  
Fred	  Branch	  is	  ending.	  	  Stephen	  Beckerle	  goes	  
on	  vacation	  Nov	  1	  1996	  and	  when	  he	  comes	  back	  
everything	  that	  was	  left	  in	  W/N	  is	  gone.	  	  	  	  
	  
Last	  day	  at	  West	  Nyack;	  Jan	  and	  Dick	  never	  really	  
got	  over	  the	  closing	  of	  West	  Nyack.	  But,	  we	  realize	  
if	  we	  can	  bring	  their	  work	  ethic	  to	  Haverstraw	  
we	  will	  be	  successful.	  
	  
Days	  afterward,	  the	  West	  Nyack	  Fire	  Dept	  burns	  the	  
buildings	  in	  a	  controlled	  burn	  for	  fire	  training.	  
	  
We	  have	  to	  move	  on.	  
	  
	  

SB	  

1996	   12	   	   SVALLEY	   Christmas	  party	  after	  closing	  of	  W	  Nyack;	  Photo	  of	  
Jan	  Branch	  and	  Dick	  Post	  –	  who	  worked	  at	  the	  West	  
Nyack	  location	  for	  a	  total	  of	  40	  years	  20	  for	  Wellen’s	  
Lumber	  and	  20	  for	  Beckerle	  Lumber.	  
	  

PHOTO	  of	  Jan	  
and	  Dick	  -‐	  YES	  

1997	   01	   	   HAVERSTRAW	   Started	  working	  on	  the	  Haverstraw	  building	  in	  
December	  1996.	  Terrible	  shape.	  Hired	  David	  
Downs,	  the	  yard	  foreman	  from	  Geiger	  Lumber.	  
Geiger,	  which	  had	  opened	  the	  same	  year	  as	  Beckerle	  
in	  1940	  had	  just	  gone	  out	  of	  business	  and	  closed	  its	  
doors	  on	  December	  31,	  1996.	  	  Dave	  Downs	  who	  was	  
a	  long-‐time	  Geiger	  employee	  stuck	  with	  them	  until	  
the	  end.	  He	  then	  came	  the	  next	  Monday	  and	  stated	  
the	  rebuilding	  process	  for	  the	  new	  Beckerle	  
Haverstraw	  store.	  	  
	  
Dave	  Downs,	  Richie	  and	  Sal	  Pisano,	  a	  father/son	  
team.	  Richie	  had	  started	  working	  for	  his	  father's	  as	  
a	  contractor	  in	  1970	  -‐	  that	  was	  27	  years	  earlier.	  Also	  

140730-‐03_SB	  
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Steve	  Melnick	  (recently	  died)	  all	  were	  part	  of	  the	  
cleanup	  team	  that	  got	  the	  old	  Allison	  
VerValen/General	  Lumber	  building	  back	  so	  it	  could	  
be	  run	  as	  business	  again.	  Shuttered	  for	  @	  5	  years.	  
General	  was	  here	  for	  @	  10	  years	  and	  went	  bust	  in	  
early-‐1990s.	  Dave	  was	  loyal	  to	  Geiger	  and	  now,	  he	  is	  
still	  working	  at	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  Haverstraw.	  (18	  
years	  later).	  
	  
We	  had	  to	  gut	  everything,	  re-‐racked	  everything.	  
Made	  a	  bigger	  store.	  GL	  had	  a	  big	  kitchen	  space	  we	  
converted	  to	  a	  store.	  We	  also	  had	  a	  kitchen	  
showroom	  but	  smaller	  with	  millwork	  together.	  
	  

(4:00)	  
	  

1997	  
	  

1	   20	   EVENTS	   Bill	  Clinton	  inaugurated	  US	  President	  for	  second	  
term	  

	  

1997	   4	   19	   HAVERSTRAW	   Beckerle	  Lumber	  opens	  NEW	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  
branch	  in	  Haverstraw.	  First	  customers	  came	  in	  the	  
store	  as	  we	  were	  still	  getting	  ready.	  But	  the	  real	  
grand	  opening	  was	  in	  September	  1997.	  
	  

140730-‐03_SB	  

1997	   6	   	   WNYACK	   Clarkstown	  Civic	  Association	  members	  noticed	  
something	  strange	  –	  the	  new	  construction	  of	  the	  
Palisades	  Mall	  was	  TWO	  STORIES	  taller	  than	  what	  
had	  been	  approved	  on	  the	  approved	  map	  a	  year	  
earlier	  (April	  1996).	  Pyramid	  had	  built	  more	  than	  
what	  was	  approved.	  A	  builder’s	  trade	  journal	  had	  
reported	  that	  the	  actual	  mall	  size	  was	  2.2	  million	  sq.	  
ft.	  (3.7	  million	  sq.	  ft.)	  with	  240,000	  sq	  ft	  addition	  
approved	  by	  the	  NYS	  judge	  as	  being	  a	  “design	  
change”	  and	  not	  an	  addition.”	  Where	  was	  the	  
building	  inspector?	  –	  Check	  facts.	  
	  
It	  was	  also	  revealed	  that	  RC	  Democratic	  chair,	  Paul	  
Adler	  had	  been	  hired	  by	  Pyramid	  as	  a	  consultant	  for	  
the	  mall	  at	  the	  height	  of	  the	  mall	  controversy	  
(1990),	  that	  he	  had	  sold	  the	  Adler	  family’s	  land	  to	  
build	  the	  mall	  and	  that	  Pyramid	  was	  paying	  the	  
rent	  for	  the	  Rockland	  County	  Democratic	  
campaign	  headquarters.	  	  
	  
Pete	  says	  that	  Adler	  did	  not	  own	  that	  land.	  It	  was	  
owned	  by	  Dexter.	  Geo	  will	  fact	  check.	  
	  
Adler	  was	  charged	  with	  several	  felonies	  by	  the	  FBI	  
(2000),	  pleaded	  guilty	  to	  failure	  to	  claim	  $135,000	  
income	  to	  the	  IRS	  and	  spent	  one	  year	  seven	  months	  
in	  federal	  prison.	  See	  story	  in	  NY	  Times:	  9/12/2000	  
	  

Megamall	  
(2012);	  NY	  
Times	  article:	  
Rockland	  
Democratic	  
Leader	  
Arrested	  o	  
Corruption	  
Charges	  
9/12/2000	  
	  
	  
Will	  fact	  check	  
all	  facts	  from	  
the	  JNews.	  See	  
the	  9-‐12-‐2000	  
article	  in	  NY	  
Times.	  –	  GP	  
	  
Will	  fact	  check	  
on	  Dexter	  
property	  sold	  
to	  Rasso	  then	  
to	  Pyramid.	  	  
-‐GP	  
	  

1997	   7	   29	   SVALLEY	   Beckerle	  Lumber	  launches	  its	  web	  site.	  –	  
www.beckerlelumber.com	  
	  

“BEST	  LUMBER	  
YARD”	  ASK	  
GOOGLE	  
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For	  18	  years	  &	  
running!	  –SB	  
	  

1997	   9	   	   HAVERSTRAW	   Grand	  Opening	  when	  we	  had	  the	  kitchen	  ready	  and	  
hired	  Allison	  Luscher	  from	  SVALLEY	  as	  the	  kitchen	  
showroom	  manager	  when	  we	  first	  opened	  up.	  For	  
the	  official	  opening,	  the	  mayor,	  Bud	  Wasmer	  and	  
other	  elected	  officials	  were	  there.	  	  
	  
We	  started	  with	  about	  15	  people	  to	  run	  the	  lumber	  
yard	  and	  still	  a	  have	  about	  15	  people	  today.(SB:	  6	  in	  
the	  store,	  2	  people	  in	  stock,	  6	  in	  the	  yard,	  	  and	  2	  
administration	  (me	  and	  Richard	  Post,	  he	  was	  the	  
manager	  of	  West	  Nyack)	  Jan	  and	  Richard	  came	  from	  
West	  Nyack.	  Some	  came	  from	  SVALLEY	  to	  help	  me	  
out	  in	  the	  transition	  from	  West	  Nyack,	  and	  others,	  
like	  Dave	  Downs	  from	  Geiger	  and	  Richie	  and	  Sal	  
Pisano	  were	  contractors,	  were	  hired	  completely	  
new	  to	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  and	  became	  full	  time	  
employees.	  	  
	  
There	  were	  a	  total	  of	  64	  employees	  now	  at	  Beckerle	  
in	  all	  4	  stores.	  Many	  of	  their	  names	  -‐-‐	  Rich	  Geiger	  
and	  Davy	  Downs	  from	  Geiger	  Lumber,	  Tom	  Holstein	  
of	  Orangeburg	  Lumber,	  Davy	  Downs,	  Rudy	  Zodda	  -‐-‐	  
the	  names	  on	  the	  list	  almost	  show	  a	  consolidation	  
lumber	  industry	  and	  yards	  from	  throughout	  
Rockland	  County.	  It	  becomes	  even	  more	  apparent	  
when	  you	  see	  the	  Lushers,	  who	  were	  lumber	  people.	  
-‐SB	  
	  

140730-‐03_SB	  
	  
	  
(11:55)	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
(36:21)	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
(37:36)	  

1997	   9	   23	   HAVERSTRAW	   Full	  Grand	  Opening	  at	  Haverstraw	  branch	  with	  
Major	  Wassmer	  +	  
	  

SB	  

1997	   10	   	   WNYACK	   Pyramid	  Mall	  is	  scheduled	  to	  open.	  Holds	  a	  job	  fair.	  
Its	  promise	  of	  7,000	  high-‐paying	  jobs	  turned	  out,	  in	  
reality,	  to	  be	  mostly	  minimum	  wage	  and	  part-‐time	  
jobs.	  
	  

Megamall	  

1997	   11	   4	   WNYACK	   Anti-‐mall	  activist,	  Shirley	  Lasker	  launces	  and	  
unsuccessful	  run	  for	  the	  Clarkstown	  Town	  Board.	  
	  

Megamall	  

1998	   	   	   EVENTS	   Palisades	  Center	  Mall	  refuses	  to	  pay	  its	  tax	  bill	  of	  
$3.50	  per	  sq.	  ft	  was	  more	  than	  twice	  what	  it	  had	  
expected.	  After	  one	  year	  of	  wrangling,	  the	  county	  
residents	  may	  have	  to	  pay	  the	  $20	  million	  owed	  by	  
Pyramid.	  Pyramid	  finally	  agreed	  in	  200	  to	  pay	  a	  
reduced	  $11	  million.	  
	  

Megamall	  

1998	   3	   	   WNYACK	   The	  Palisades	  Center	  Mall,	  often	  referred	  to	  as	  the	  
Palisades	  Mall,	  in	  West	  Nyack,	  New	  York	  opens	  in	  
March	  1998	  as	  the	  second	  largest	  shopping	  mall	  in	  

Wiki	  
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the	  New	  York	  metropolitan	  area,	  the	  eighth	  largest	  
in	  the	  United	  States	  by	  total	  area,	  and	  sixth	  largest	  
by	  gross	  leasable	  space.[2]	  As	  one	  of	  the	  nation's	  
most	  lucrative	  malls,[3]	  the	  industrial	  style	  mall,[4]	  
which	  houses	  over	  400	  stores,	  receives	  20	  million	  
visitors	  a	  year,	  and	  produces	  $57	  million	  a	  year	  in	  
taxes,	  including	  $40	  million	  in	  sales	  tax	  and	  $17	  
million	  in	  property	  taxes.[5]	  
	  
Palisades	  Mall	  attracted	  15	  million	  visitors	  in	  its	  
first	  year	  alone	  and	  $500,000	  million	  (1/2	  billion)	  
sales	  (according	  to	  the	  Pyramid)	  -‐	  Wiki	  
	  
Mall	  Photo:	  
https://www.behance.net/gallery/2680313/Palisa
des-‐Center-‐Mall	  
	  

1998	   3	   	   OBURG	   Home	  Depot	  West	  Nyack	  opens	  in	  Palisades	  Mall.	  	  
	  
When	  Home	  Depot	  first	  opens	  its	  stores,	  it	  brings	  in	  
store	  managers	  and	  floor	  workers	  that	  are	  ex-‐
contractor	  and	  are	  very	  knowledgeable.	  But,	  after	  a	  
few	  years,	  those	  employees	  move	  on	  to	  the	  next	  
store	  and	  what	  is	  left	  are	  employees	  they	  hire	  from	  
the	  local	  area.	  Often	  times,	  staff	  is	  reduced	  to	  bare	  
minimum	  and	  it	  is	  difficult	  for	  customers	  to	  find	  
anyone	  to	  ask	  for	  help,	  and	  when	  the	  do,	  often	  times	  
the	  person	  is	  not	  able	  to	  provide	  the	  in-‐depth	  
knowledge	  of	  how	  to	  solve	  the	  problem	  or	  the	  
product	  line.	  	  
	  
For	  example:	  
Stanley	  Door	  made	  just	  for	  Lowes	  or	  Home	  Depot	  is	  
a	  cheaper	  door,	  hard	  to	  get	  replacement	  parts.	  
Beckerle	  does	  not	  stock	  parts	  for	  the	  cheap	  door.	  
Beckerle	  sells	  a	  quality	  door.	  -‐	  AG	  
	  
	  

SB	  

1999	   12	   	   EVENTS	   Fear	  of	  Y2K	  bug	   	  

2000	   	   	   FAMILY	   Denise	  Beckerle	  was	  recognized	  in	  2000	  with	  a	  
lifetime	  membership	  award	  from	  the	  Elwood	  
Theater.	  (She	  was	  one	  of	  the	  founding	  members	  and	  
has	  been	  involved	  for	  more	  than	  50	  years.	  (Refer	  to	  
1956)	  
	  

	  

2000	   	   	   EVENTS	   Home	  Depot	  Expo	  opens	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  near	  the	  
NYS	  Thruway,	  where	  Raymour	  and	  Flanigan	  is	  now.	  
With	  many	  high-‐priced	  items,	  it	  was	  more	  suitable	  
for	  Bergen	  County	  than	  for	  Rockland	  County	  market	  
–	  closes	  5	  years	  later	  (RZ).	  	  
	  

SB	  

2000	   05	   02	   SVALLEY	   Business	  Leader	  of	  Year	  (Award	  to	  Pete)	   SB	  JN	  
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2000	   9	   12	   EVENTS	   By	  DAVID	  W.	  CHEN;	  NY	  Times	  

Published:	  September	  12,	  2000	  
	  
The	  chairman	  of	  the	  Democratic	  Party	  organization	  
in	  Rockland	  County	  was	  charged	  today	  with	  public	  
corruption	  after	  prosecutors	  said	  he	  had	  enriched	  
himself	  by	  almost	  $375,000	  through	  a	  series	  of	  real	  
estate	  transactions	  tainted	  by	  fraud,	  bribery	  and	  
extortion.	  

Federal	  prosecutors	  accused	  Mr.	  Adler	  of	  having	  
threatened	  local	  politicians	  with	  the	  loss	  of	  their	  
jobs	  if	  they	  did	  not	  cooperate	  with	  him	  on	  several	  
deals,	  including	  one	  involving	  the	  controversial	  and	  
gigantic	  Palisades	  Center	  mall	  in	  West	  Nyack.	  In	  one	  
secretly	  tape-‐recorded	  conversation,	  he	  argued	  that	  
he	  had	  not	  assumed	  the	  party	  chairmanship	  to	  ''lose	  
money,''	  said	  Mary	  Jo	  White,	  the	  United	  States	  
Attorney	  for	  the	  Southern	  District	  of	  New	  York.	  

''If	  you	  can't	  help	  your	  friends,	  then	  why	  get	  into	  
some	  of	  these	  positions?''	  Mr.	  Adler	  was	  quoted	  as	  
saying	  in	  an	  eight-‐count	  complaint	  filed	  against	  him.	  
	  
NOTE:	  	  Paul	  Adler,	  42,	  could	  have	  received	  up	  to	  60-‐
year	  sentence	  for	  his	  various	  felonies.	  Instead,	  he	  
pleaded	  guilty	  to	  concealing	  $135,000	  from	  the	  IRS,	  
money	  he	  received	  in	  1990	  or	  consulting	  services	  at	  
the	  height	  of	  the	  Palisades	  Mall	  controversy.	  He	  is	  
sentenced	  to	  19	  months	  in	  federal	  prison.	  (NY	  
Times	  and	  Megamall	  film).	  
	  

NY	  Times:	  Sept	  
12,	  2000	  

2000	   10	   	   EVENTS	   Palisades	  Mall	  economic	  impact:	  Nanuet	  Mall	  and	  
local	  strip	  malls	  became	  deteriorated	  as	  many	  
stores	  are	  now	  closed	  or	  “forced	  out.”	  Due	  to	  
competition	  from	  the	  Palisades	  Mall,	  the	  Spring	  
Valley	  Marketplace	  and	  6	  of	  Rockland	  County’s	  8	  
movie	  theaters	  were	  closed	  because	  they	  could	  not	  
compete	  with	  the	  Lowes	  21	  screen	  multi-‐plex	  
theater	  at	  the	  Palisades	  Mall.	  (Nanuet	  Cinema,	  Pearl	  
River	  Cinema,	  New	  City	  Cinema,	  etc.)	  The	  
neighboring	  restaurants	  and	  shops	  also	  suffered,	  hit	  
downturns.	  
	  

	  

2000	   10	   	   EVENTS	   Mall	  fallout:	  With	  business	  down	  and	  many	  stores	  
now	  closed,	  the	  Nanuet	  Mall	  is	  seeking	  75%	  tax	  cut	  
from	  Clarkstown,	  claiming	  “devastating	  loss”	  of	  
business	  due	  to	  the	  Palisades	  Center	  mall.	  
	  

Megamall	  –	  
Journal	  News	  
article	  

2000	   10	   	   EVENTS	   “It	  will	  show	  that	  taxes	  being	  generated	  (by	  the	  
mall)	  will	  not	  offset	  the	  taxes	  not	  being	  generated	  

Megamall	  
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by	  stores	  that	  are	  no	  longer	  there.”	  
	  
“It	  is	  not	  that,	  all	  of	  a	  sudden,	  people	  are	  spending	  
more	  than	  was	  spent	  before.	  It	  is	  clearly	  a	  shifting	  of	  
buying	  from	  point	  A	  instead	  of	  point	  B.	  
	  
Donovan	  Rykema,	  Real	  Estate	  Economist	  
	  

2000	   11	   4	   EVENTS	   A	  Monsey	  man	  was	  charged	  yesterday	  with	  making	  
a	  phony	  bomb	  threat	  that	  led	  to	  the	  evacuation	  last	  
month	  	  (Nov	  4,	  2000)	  of	  12,000	  people	  from	  the	  
Palisades	  Center	  Mall	  in	  West	  Nyack.	  Raphael	  
Alkobi,	  32,	  an	  electrician,	  was	  charged	  with	  making	  
the	  call	  to	  the	  Clarkstown	  Police	  Department	  from	  a	  
pay	  phone	  in	  the	  mall,	  according	  to	  a	  complaint	  filed	  
in	  U.S.	  District	  Court	  in	  White	  Plains.	  

Services	  had	  to	  be	  provided	  by	  Clarkstown	  to	  
safeguard	  the	  [Palisades	  Center]	  mall.	  It	  is	  a	  costly	  
business	  for	  us.	  –	  Alex	  Gromack,	  Supervisor,	  Town	  
Of	  Clarkstown	  	  

NOTE:	  Costs	  to	  the	  Clarkstown	  Police	  Dept	  to	  
investigate	  crime,	  collect	  evidence,	  have	  expanded	  
exponentially	  since	  the	  mall	  opened.	  (Megamall)	  

SOURCE:	  NY	  
Daily	  News:	  
TUES	  
December	  5,	  
2000	  

2000	   11	   7	   EVENTS	   Palisades	  Mall	  activist,	  Shirley	  Lasker	  is	  elected	  to	  
the	  Clarkstown	  Town	  Council.	  	  

Megamall	  

2000	   11	   7	   EVENTS	   Presidential	  Election	  Year:	  George	  W.	  Busy	  vs.	  Al	  
Gore.	  Election	  results	  hinged	  on	  Florida,	  where	  the	  
margin	  of	  victory	  triggered	  a	  mandatory	  recount.	  
Litigation	  in	  select	  counties	  started	  additional	  
recounts,	  and	  this	  litigation	  ultimately	  reached	  the	  
United	  States	  Supreme	  Court.	  The	  Court's	  
contentious	  decision	  in	  Bush	  v.	  Gore	  (in	  contrast	  to	  
an	  equally	  contentious	  decision	  by	  the	  Florida	  State	  
Supreme	  Court),	  announced	  on	  December	  12,	  2000,	  
ended	  the	  recounts,	  effectively	  awarding	  Florida's	  
votes	  to	  Bush	  and	  granting	  him	  the	  victory.	  

Wiki	  

2000	   12	   10	   SVALLEY	   60th	  Anniversary	  Party	  at	  Overlook	  Lodge	  Bear	  
Mountain	  

SB	  

2001	   1	   20	   EVENTS	   George	  W.	  Bush	  inaugurated	  US	  President	   	  

2001	   9	   11	   EVENTS	   So	  many	  people	  came	  in	  the	  store	  and	  wanted	  
gloves	  and	  facemasks.	  So,	  we	  were	  all	  out	  of	  gloves	  

Larry	  Beckerle	  
III	  Interview	  
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and	  facemasks	  by	  the	  next	  day.	  We	  donated	  a	  lot	  of	  
stuff	  -‐	  flashlights,	  gloves	  and	  masks	  were	  the	  three	  
biggest	  things.	  
	  
See	  LB	  Story	  of	  SA	  volunteers	  on	  9-‐11	  (in	  notes).	  
	  
	  

141125a	  

2001	   9	   11	   COMMUNITY	   LB3	  has	  been	  on	  the	  Business	  Advisory	  Board	  of	  the	  
Rockland	  County	  Salvation	  Army	  since	  ______.	  SA	  has	  
a	  very	  big	  presence	  in	  Rockland	  County.	  	  
	  
There	  is	  a	  corps	  building	  on	  Route	  45	  in	  Spring	  
Valley,	  which	  is	  a	  church	  and	  administers	  to	  the	  
people	  in	  need.	  
	  
In	  Suffern	  is	  the	  Salvation	  Army	  Regional	  School	  for	  
Officer's	  Training	  (college)	  train	  the	  officers	  there.	  
The	  Salvation	  Army	  are	  "salvationists"	  within	  the	  
Protestant	  religion.	  They	  graduate	  as	  captains..	  but	  
are	  really	  ministers	  that	  believe	  in	  attending	  to	  the	  
physical	  needs	  of	  the	  people	  in	  the	  community	  with	  
clothes,	  food.	  They	  are	  very	  family-‐oriented	  and	  
many	  are	  married	  couples	  with	  children.	  	  	  
	  
In	  West	  Nyack	  ,	  they	  have	  the	  eastern	  territorial	  HQ	  
for	  the	  entire	  North	  Eastern	  United	  States.	  That	  
building	  was	  donated	  to	  them	  and	  was	  the	  previous	  
offices	  if	  Champion	  Paper	  
	  
Kettle	  Campaign	  is	  their	  biggest	  fundraiser	  and	  each	  
year	  around	  the	  holidays,	  our	  Spring	  Valley	  Rotary	  
Club	  members	  volunteer	  to	  ring	  the	  bell	  and	  sing	  
some	  Christmas	  carols	  in	  front	  of	  the	  Christmas	  
Tree	  Shop	  to	  help	  raise	  the	  needed	  funds	  for	  the	  
Salvation	  Army.	  It	  has	  kind	  of	  become	  a	  competition	  
among	  the	  local	  Rotary	  Clubs	  and	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  
donates	  the	  trophy	  for	  the	  club	  that	  raises	  the	  most	  
money.	  
	  
	  
	  

LB3	  interview	  
on	  11/25/14	  
	  
DATE	  started	  
with	  Salvation	  
Army?	  
	  
DRAFT	  of	  
interview	  with	  
Larry	  Beckerle	  
III	  re:	  Salvation	  
Army	  	  

2001	   9	   11	   COMMUNITY	   Our	  Salvation	  Board	  helped	  raise	  money	  to	  
purchase	  a	  new	  canteen	  truck	  for	  the	  Salvation	  
Army	  in	  Spring	  Valley.	  I	  was	  on	  the	  board	  at	  the	  
time	  9-‐11	  happened	  and	  our	  president,	  Capt	  Mike	  
Heims	  took	  the	  new	  emergency	  canteen	  truck	  down	  
the	  NYC	  near	  the	  Javits	  Center,	  where	  he	  stayed	  that	  
week	  to	  help	  serve	  food	  to	  the	  volunteers.	  
Meanwhile,	  later	  that	  week,	  LB3	  gets	  a	  phone	  call	  
from	  Capt.	  Cathy	  Heims,	  Mikes	  wife,	  asking	  if	  
Beckerle	  had	  a	  truck	  to	  send	  to	  NYC	  because	  so	  
many	  people	  had	  been	  donating	  food	  and	  other	  

DRAFT	  of	  
interview	  with	  
Larry	  Beckerle	  
III	  re:	  Salvation	  
Army	  and	  
memories	  of	  
Sept	  11.	  
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items	  that	  there	  is	  a	  large	  pile	  that	  needs	  to	  move	  it	  
off	  the	  sidewalk.	  It	  was	  late	  in	  the	  afternoon	  on	  
Friday,	  I	  think,	  the	  same	  night	  that	  they	  were	  
holding	  candlelight	  vigils.	  	  It	  was	  5pm	  and	  I	  was	  
able	  to	  get	  one	  of	  our	  trucks	  and	  called	  Orville	  
McLaughlin	  ,	  who	  was	  the	  manager	  of	  the	  Union	  
State	  Bank	  here	  in	  Spring	  Valley	  and	  he	  agreed	  to	  go	  
with	  me.	  So,	  I	  drove	  by	  to	  pick	  him	  up	  and	  we	  went	  
down	  to	  34th	  Street.	  All	  along	  Broadway	  and	  
everywhere	  we	  went,	  we	  saw	  people	  holding	  
candles.	  	  
	  
We	  gave	  coffee	  to	  the	  volunteers.	  Tractor	  trailers	  
full	  of	  food	  stacked	  6	  feet	  high,	  10	  feet	  wide	  and	  at	  
least	  100	  feet	  long	  of	  bottled	  water	  and	  food.	  Our	  
job	  was	  to	  take	  it	  out	  and	  bring	  it	  back	  here	  to	  
Rockland.	  	  
	  
There	  was	  a	  Ryder	  box	  truck	  	  before	  us	  and	  Mike	  
Heim	  says,	  "We	  need	  some	  volunteers	  to	  help	  load	  
the	  truck,"	  and,	  just	  like	  that,	  50	  people	  stood	  up	  
and	  formed	  a	  human	  chain.	  They	  jumped	  into	  action	  
immediately	  –	  old	  young,	  Chinese,	  white,	  black	  all	  
started	  loading	  the	  truck	  and	  they	  filled	  it	  to	  the	  top.	  
	  
We	  had	  more	  people	  unloading	  more	  donated	  
supplies	  from	  their	  car	  onto	  the	  curb,	  even	  though	  
we	  told	  them	  we	  did	  not	  need	  any	  more.	  People	  just	  
wanted	  to	  help.	  	  
	  
Then,	  about	  30	  volunteers	  started	  filling	  up	  our	  
Beckerle	  truck	  and	  in	  about	  30	  minutes	  they	  filled	  it	  
about	  3	  feet	  high	  and	  I	  told	  them	  to	  stop	  because	  the	  
water	  was	  heavy	  and	  the	  truck	  tires	  started	  to	  
weigh	  down.	  Our	  plan	  was	  to	  take	  our	  truck	  back	  to	  
Route	  45,	  the	  Spring	  Valley	  Salvation	  Army	  building.	  
But,	  we	  arrived	  late	  and	  left	  the	  truck	  in	  the	  
Beckerle	  parking	  lot.	  The	  next	  morning,	  our	  crew	  
opens	  the	  truck,	  not	  knowing	  that	  I	  had	  gone	  to	  NYC	  
the	  night	  before,	  and	  asked	  "why	  is	  the	  truck	  filled	  
with	  water	  bottles	  and	  food?"	  I	  explained	  that	  the	  
truck	  needed	  to	  be	  driven	  over	  to	  the	  Salvation	  
Army	  office	  and,	  when	  they	  got	  there	  to	  unload	  the	  
truck,	  there	  was	  a	  long	  line	  of	  seven	  tractor	  trailer	  
trucks	  filled	  with	  even	  more	  food	  and	  supplies	  came	  
in	  that	  morning	  from	  communities	  across	  the	  
country	  that	  donated	  food	  and	  supplies	  in	  such	  
large	  quantities	  that	  there	  was	  no	  place	  to	  put	  it	  in	  
NYC.	  So	  the	  deliveries	  had	  to	  be	  diverted	  north	  from	  
NYC	  to	  many	  other	  locations	  outside	  the	  city,	  like	  
our	  Spring	  Valley	  Salvation	  Army	  office.	  	  	  	  
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We	  found	  out	  later	  that	  the	  Ryder	  truck	  broke	  down	  
in	  the	  Bronx	  and	  had	  to	  be	  towed	  home.	  The	  truck	  
needed	  a	  new	  transmission	  because	  there	  was	  so	  
much	  weight	  in	  there.	  So,	  I	  am	  so	  glad	  that	  I	  had	  
limited	  filling	  our	  truck.	  	  
	  
The	  next	  week,	  we	  had	  to	  move	  all	  that	  water	  and	  
supplies	  out	  of	  our	  gymnasium	  and	  to	  another	  
location.	  The	  owner	  of	  a	  closed	  indoor	  tennis	  court	  
in	  New	  City	  on	  Squadron	  Blvd	  let	  us	  put	  it	  all	  there	  
temporarily.	  I	  had	  made	  four	  truck	  trips	  to	  move	  
bottled	  water	  that	  day.	  It	  was	  eventually	  given	  out	  
to	  charities	  and	  people	  running	  road	  races,	  etc.	  but	  
none	  of	  it	  made	  it	  into	  NYC.	  There	  was	  just	  too	  
much.	  That	  is	  my	  9-‐11	  experience.	  
	  

1993	   	   	   	   During	  the	  first	  attack	  on	  the	  World	  Trade	  Center,	  
John	  Woods	  was	  on	  the	  fire	  department	  came	  in	  
about	  one	  week	  later	  and	  told	  us	  how	  they	  went	  
into	  the	  parking	  garage	  of	  the	  building	  that	  could	  
not	  see	  anything	  because	  it	  was	  so	  filled	  with	  
smoke.	  They	  had	  safety	  lines	  and	  the	  lines	  were	  not	  
long	  enough,	  so	  they	  had	  to	  unhook	  them	  to	  look	  for	  
the	  people	  and	  they	  thought	  the	  building	  was	  going	  
to	  collapse	  on	  them.	  	  
	  
Before	  9-‐11	  even	  happened,	  John	  would	  come	  in	  to	  
tell	  us	  how	  his	  son	  is	  doing	  great.	  How	  his	  son	  just	  
got	  a	  new	  job	  at	  the	  Canter	  &	  Fitzgerald	  investment	  
firm	  in	  the	  tower	  of	  the	  World	  Trade	  Center.	  How	  he	  
has	  a	  great	  view	  and	  how	  he	  was	  making	  more	  
money	  then	  he	  even	  made.	  Then,	  fast-‐forward	  to	  9-‐
11,	  he	  came	  into	  the	  office	  to	  tell	  us	  how	  devastated	  
he	  was	  now.	  9-‐11,	  John	  tells	  us	  how	  he	  got	  a	  
voicemail	  from	  his	  son,	  calling	  him	  to	  say	  that	  he	  
had	  been	  trapped	  on	  top	  of	  the	  north	  tower.	  	  	  
	  

LB3	  interview	  
on	  11/25/14	  
	  
DRAFT	  of	  
interview	  with	  
Larry	  Beckerle	  
III	  	  

2001	   12	   2	   EVENTS	   Enron,	  an	  American	  energy,	  commodities	  and	  
service	  company	  based	  in	  Houston,	  Texas	  declares	  
bankruptcy.	  Its	  financial	  condition	  was	  sustained	  
substantially	  by	  an	  institutionalized,	  systematic,	  and	  
creatively	  planned	  accounting	  fraud	  known	  as	  the	  
Enron	  scandal.	  

	  

2002	   01	   23	   SVALLEY	   St.	  Thomas	  Aquinas	  College	  Spartan	  Award	  &	  
Hall	  of	  Fame	  (Award	  for	  Pete)	  
	  

SOB	  JN	  23	  Jan	  
2002	  

2002	   11	   5	   WNYACK	   Clarkstown	  voters	  rejected	  Pyramid’s	  proposal	  to	  
build	  “Kids	  City”	  in	  100,000	  sq.	  ft.	  of	  “unoccupied	  
space”	  of	  the	  4th	  floor	  of	  the	  mall,	  despite	  Pyramid’s	  
$1.5	  million	  PR	  campaign	  blitz	  was	  not	  an	  

Megamall	  
	  
Geo	  will	  check	  
numbers	  
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expansion	  but	  an	  attempt	  to	  “fix	  up	  the	  attic…	  and	  
that	  Pyramid	  generates	  $63,500	  (?)	  a	  year	  in	  
property	  taxes	  	  and	  has	  paid	  $150	  million	  in	  sales	  
tax	  since	  it	  opened.”	  –	  check	  numbers	  to	  confirm.	  
	  

2003	   	   	   EVENTS	   Lowes	  Orangeburg	  opens	  directly	  across	  the	  street	  
from	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  Orangeburg.	  	  
	  
Lowes	  was	  always	  a	  well-‐respected	  North	  Carolina	  
company	  for	  many	  years	  (1930s)	  –	  PB	  When	  Home	  
Depot	  started,	  they	  went	  after	  Lowes.	  
	  

SB	  +	  PB	  

2005	   	   	   EVENTS	  
	  

Home	  Depot	  Expo	  closes	  
	  

SB	  

2005	   1	   20	   EVENTS	   George	  W.	  Bush	  inaugurated	  US	  President	  for	  
second	  term.	  
	  

	  

2006	   	   	   SVALLEY	   NRLA/MHLDA	  Lumber	  Person	  of	  Year	  Award	  
LB3	  
	  

SB	  

2009	  	   	   EVENTS	   Lowes	  Nanuet	  opens	  	  
	  

SB	  

2009	  
	  

1	   20	   EVENTS	   Barack	  Obama	  is	  inaugurated	  as	  the	  first	  African-‐
American	  US	  President	  
	  

	  

2011	   10	   14	   HAVERSTRAW	   Grand	  Opening	  Stand	  Alone	  Kitchen	  &	  Remodeling	  
Showroom	  in	  Haverstraw	  
	  

SB	  

2013	   4	   20	   COMMUNITY	   Beckerle	  donate	  lumber	  to	  the	  Stony	  Point	  
Historical	  Society	  and	  the	  Pyngyp	  Schoolhouse	  
restoration.	  
(Not	  sure	  of	  exact	  date?)	  

PHOTO:	  
Stephen	  
Beckerle	  and	  
Susan	  Filgueras	  
-‐	  YES	  
	  

2013	   10	   	   EVENTS	   The	  Shops	  of	  Nanuet	  opens	  in	  place	  of	  the	  Nanuet	  
Mall	  	  	  

In	  October,	  North	  Jersey	  malls	  will	  face	  something	  
they	  haven't	  encountered	  in	  15	  years	  —	  
competition	  from	  a	  new	  mall	  likely	  to	  draw	  
significant	  numbers	  of	  their	  shoppers.	  

The	  new	  mall,	  The	  Shops	  at	  Nanuet,	  four	  miles	  north	  
of	  the	  Bergen	  County	  border,	  is	  emerging	  out	  of	  the	  
rubble	  of	  an	  old	  shopping	  center,	  Nanuet	  Mall,	  
which	  was	  demolished	  last	  year.	  
	  

NorthJersey.co
m	  
A	  mall	  grows	  in	  
Rockland	  
County..	  
	  

2014	   6	   6	   EVENTS	   Happy	  70th	  anniversary	  of	  D-‐day.	  	  Note:	  Pete	  was	  14	  
years	  old	  and	  in	  the	  boy	  scouts	  when	  D-‐Day	  
invasion	  occurred.	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  was	  four	  years	  
young.	  	  

SB	  
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2014	   11	   22	   COMMUNITY	   Larry	  Beckerle	  is	  honored	  by	  induction	  into	  the	  

Nanuet	  HS	  Sports	  Hall	  of	  Fame!	  
	  
Larry’s	  connection	  to	  the	  community	  as	  a	  member	  
and	  as	  a	  board	  of	  director	  on	  many	  organizations	  –
	  Rotary	  Club,	  Elmwood	  Theater,	  the	  Boy	  Scouts	  of	  
America,	  the	  Salvation	  Army,	  and	  including	  his	  long-‐
term	  involvement	  on	  the	  Nanuet	  Track	  Team	  and	  as	  
its	  track	  coach.	  
	  
Want	  to	  show	  photos	  of	  Beckerle	  and	  your	  
family’s	  connection	  today	  and	  past	  with	  
community.	  
	  
What	  does	  community	  mean	  to	  you?	  Are	  there	  
other	  community	  orgs	  you’re	  all	  are	  a	  part	  of?	  
	  

141125	  
	  
PHOTOS	  
NEEDED:	  	  
	  
Larry	  –	  Do	  you	  
have	  photos	  of	  
YOU	  with	  
Salvation	  
Army;	  Spring	  
Valley	  Rotary;	  
Elmwood	  with	  
Denise?	  
	  

2014	   11	   22	   SVALLEY	   Steve	  Melnick,	  Jr.-‐	  40	  years	  at	  Beckerle;	  died	  today	  
	  

	  

2014	   12	   25	   SVALLEY	   Beckerle	  had	  Christmas	  Parties	  every	  year,	  since	  
1940?	  When	  the	  company	  was	  growing,	  Marcey	  
took	  it	  over,	  they	  stopped	  having	  it	  in	  the	  office	  and	  
went	  to	  larger,	  nicer	  places.	  During	  the	  big	  recession	  
when	  all	  the	  large	  corporations	  said	  they	  would	  
stop	  their	  Christmas	  parties,	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  said	  
no,	  we	  had	  the	  discussion	  and	  made	  the	  decision	  to	  
keep	  having	  our	  Christmas	  Party.	  	  -‐	  SB	  
	  

SB	  	  

2015	   05	   01	   EVENTS	   Second	  Sherwin	  Williams	  store	  opens	  in	  West	  
Haverstraw	  

SB	  

2015	   06	   20	   EVENTS	   First	  Tractor	  Supply	  Co.	  opens	  in	  Stony	  Point	  	   SB	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

2016	   	   	   LOOKING	  
FORWARD:	  	  
	  
What	  got	  us	  
here?	  Where	  
are	  we	  going?	  

TO	  DO:	  PETE	  &	  BROTHERS:	  	  
Please	  email	  me	  your	  individual	  thought	  on	  these	  or	  
any	  other	  questions	  you	  think	  are	  important.	  
	  
Write	  to	  me	  at:	  
Beckerle75@beckerlelumber.com	  
	  
	  

Want	  input	  
from	  Larry,	  
Stephen,	  
Michael,	  Matt	  
and	  Pete.	  
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2016	   	   	   YOUR	  
COMMENTS	  

What	  is	  the	  value	  of	  a	  local	  business?	  
	  
NOTE:	  I	  would	  like	  to	  include	  in	  the	  book	  a	  section	  
at	  the	  about	  the	  value	  of	  local	  business	  like	  Beckerle	  
to	  the	  local	  economy.	  What	  is	  the	  value	  of	  a	  $1	  spent	  
locally	  in	  a	  small	  business	  and	  its	  benefit	  to	  the	  local	  
economy	  and	  community?	  What	  do	  you	  think	  
	  
Sales,	  town,	  county	  and	  school	  taxes	  are	  no	  all	  the	  
taxes	  actually	  generated	  by	  Beckerle	  Lumber	  Co.	  
Inc.	  	  
	  
We	  generate	  many	  other	  taxes	  both	  directly	  and	  
indirectly	  as	  a	  business	  and	  through	  our	  employees	  
as	  residents	  of	  the	  community.	  Local	  businesses	  like	  
Beckerle	  lumber	  are	  an	  integral	  part	  of	  the	  local	  
town,	  village,	  school	  and	  the	  ongoing	  survival	  of	  the	  
community.	  
	  
My	  point	  is	  that	  you	  might	  be	  able	  to	  save	  a	  few	  
cents	  if	  you	  buy	  something	  down	  the	  road	  at	  a	  big	  
box	  store,	  but	  you	  might	  be	  investing	  in	  your	  
community	  if	  you	  spend	  a	  few	  more	  cents	  and	  
support	  a	  local,	  fair	  business	  that	  is	  going	  to	  come	  
back	  and	  stay	  in	  the	  community.	  Help	  you	  pay	  the	  
taxes,	  etc.	  –	  LB3	  interview	  11/25/14	  
	  
Would	  like	  to	  include	  at	  end	  of	  book	  business	  
philosophy	  moving	  forward	  	  
	  
Good	  philosophy:	  “Good	  years	  	  will	  NOT	  last	  
forever.	  Invest	  $	  back	  into	  business	  –	  buildings,	  
equipment,	  expansion,	  etc	  vs.	  taking	  profit	  for	  
owner’s.	  This	  has	  made	  us	  able	  to	  survive	  bad	  
years.”	  
	  
	  
What	  other	  “truth”	  or	  “business	  philosophy”	  have	  
YOU	  EACH	  realized	  is	  important	  as	  you	  each	  share	  
the	  running	  and	  operation	  of	  	  Beckerle	  Lumber?	  
	  
What	  business	  philosophy	  guides	  you	  into	  the	  
future?	  Remain	  with	  what	  has	  worked.	  or	  are	  
changes	  needed?	  Explain.	  
	  
Will	  internet	  be	  bigger	  part	  of	  Beckerle	  future?	  
	  
I	  would	  like	  each	  of	  the	  brothers	  to	  give	  their	  
views	  on	  the	  future.	  Think	  about	  it.	  
	  

What	  is	  the	  
value	  of	  small	  
business	  to	  
Rockland	  
County?	  	  	  
	  
Why	  small	  
important	  to	  
local	  economy	  
and	  
community?	  
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